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Former City Comptroller 

John Liu picked up an endorse-
ment for his Senate run from 
his successor Wednesday when 
Scott Stringer came to the Bay-
side LIRR station on Aug. 8 to 
campaign alongside him.

Liu, who is opposing Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) for a 
second time, is among a slate of 
other progressive challengers to 
former members of the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference, 
a breakaway 
group of eight 
senators who 
have been 
criticized for 
ne got i at i n g 
with the Republican majority in 
Albany to pass Democratic legis-
lation.

“It’s very important that we 
elect Democrats who are going to 
go to Albany and actually caucus 
with Democrats,” Stringer said. 
“There’s a lot on the line for New 

York City, more education fund-
ing, issues we need passed in Al-
bany because we are a creature 
of the state and dreams of New 
York City residents die hard in 
the Republican- controlled state 
Senate.”

Stringer said one initiative he 
supported from Liu during his 
tenure as city comptroller from 
2010 to 2013 was Checkbook.com, 
which shows which contracts are 
being awarded to whom in city 
government, something String-
er said he has expanded on since 

he moved into 
the office after 
Liu.

Liu high-
lighted the fact 
that progres-

sive legislation gets passed sim-
ply enough in the Democratic 
majority State Assembly, but of-
ten dies in the senate if brought 
to the floor at all.

“Every year, the state Assem-
bly passes more legislation that 

FILLED WITH PRIDE

Continued on Page 49
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Atiya Raja is taking on a 
big task to transform Queens 
into a fair trade borough. 

After helping Manhat-
tan College become the first 
fair trade-certified college in 
New York City and fifth in 
the country in 2012, Raja is at 
the beginning stages of build-
ing a diverse committee to 
launch a fair trade campaign 
in Queens.  

“It’s a very long process 
and I was involved in making 
Manhattan College fair trade, 
but I’ve never done a town be-

fore, and it’s a huge learning 
curve for me,” said Raja. 

The 25-year-old from Kew 
Gardens was introduced to 
the concept of fair trade -- a 
social movement to help pro-
ducers in developing coun-
tries achieve better trading 
and working conditions -- af-
ter watching an investiga-
tive film called “Dark Side of 
Chocolate” about the use of 
trafficked African children 
harvesting chocolate with 
machetes in the Ivory Coast 
plantations. 

“That’s what hit home 
for me because I’m a huge 

chocolate lover,” said Raja. “I 
never thought about where it 
was made, and when you’re 
young and in high school, you 
don’t think about where all 
of the ingredients are com-
ing from... you just assume 
it’s from a Hershey’s factory 
that’s making and wrapping 
the chocolate.” 

According to Raja, fair 
trade provides ethically 
sourced products to people 
and gives farmers and arti-
sans in developing countries 
independence to be their own 
business owners. Farmers 

Continued on Page 49

Stringer endorses Liu
in challenge to Avella

Democratic state Senate candidate John Liu greets commuters at the Bayside 
LIRR station with city Comptroller Scott Stringer. Photo by Mark Hallum

Fair trade in Queens? 
Kew Gardens woman pushes for economic diversity in boro

ELECTIONELECTION
20182018

For Pride Night at Citi Field, Mets great Dwight Gooden was the team’s goodwill ambassador, while 
former “American Idol” star Kimberly Locke sang the National Anthem. Photo by Steve Vazquez
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
Frustrated over attempted 

vehicle break-ins in Whites-
tone, one resident wants the 
109th Precinct to address the 
issue and put more patrol cars 
on the streets. 

Massimo Mancini woke 
up to his vandalized car last 
week at approximately 5:30 
a.m. and filed a report with 
the 109th complaining about 
the recurring problem in the 
neighborhood. 

“They didn’t take anything 
in my car. They completely 
missed some of the stuff they 
could’ve taken. I had money 
that was wrapped up in a re-
ceipt, they grabbed it, and 
threw it on the floor thinking 
it was just receipts,” said Man-
cini. 

He felt violated and when  
he spoke to the police, he was 
told that the “men go up and 
down the street and check for 
cars and take what they can.” 

“These guys don’t really get 
punished. They get one night 
in jail and then they’re free,” 
the Whitestone man said. 

“Can you imagine that 
someone can break into your 
possession and steal whatever 
they want and get one night 
in jail, a slap on the wrist? 
There’s something wrong 

with that, in my opinion,” said 
Mancini. 

Six months ago, Mancini’s 
business partner, who lives 
two blocks away from him, 
saw three guys on surveil-
lance footage walking down 
the block going to driveways, 
attempting to break into cars. 

Mancini claims that the 
109th Precinct doesn’t feel the 
need to send more patrol cars 
out on the streets since the 
crime rate is low in the neigh-
borhood. 

After the break-in, Man-
cini said that now when he 
wakes up in the morning, he 
checks to see if his tires, rims, 
and everything else are still 
on the car. 

Police Officer Ares Huang 
of the 109th confirmed through 
the Crime Analysis Unit there 
have been 11 car break-in inci-
dents in Whitestone, but said 
it’s happening everywhere in 
the precinct and the police are 
patrolling the neighborhood 
to catch the criminals. 

“We have an NCO program 
with officers in each sector 
at all times where people can 
reach out directly for contact 
on crimes and any related is-
sues,” said Huang. “The offi-
cers know all of the crimes out 
there that’s happening, and 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) is touting his 
record in his bid for re-elec-
tion and hopes to continue 
with his work on quality-of-
life issues in the northeast 
Queens district as he faces 
fellow Democrat John Liu 
for the second time in the 
Sept. 13 primary.

 While he pursues the 
push for better maintenance 
of city-owned trees affecting 
residents of the suburban 
neighborhoods from Flush-
ing to Douglaston, the in-
cumbent told the TimesLedg-
er Newspaper staff he wants 
to preserve the SHSAT exam 
for selective high schools 
and address the growing 
problem of illegal conver-
sions of single-family homes 
into multiple-family dwell-
ings.

“I sent out a tree survey 
in February to certain [ar-
eas] where there are a lot of 
one-family homes that have 
a tree in front of their hous-
ing, asking them do you feel 
safe, is it a problem, do you 
know about the tree and side-
walk repair program. We 
got 1,200 responses,” Avella 
said, explaining how the city 
Department of Parks still is 
not able to tackle all the tree 
issues in the city. “In terms 
of my district, we pay some 
of the highest property tax-
es in the country. All they 
want is proper services and 
they’re entitled to it.”

Avella said that trees in 
decline now get an A-D rat-
ing system for setting priori-
ty for tree removal, which he 
contended has not improved, 
and claimed what once took 
90 days to see forestry in-
spections, pruning or re-
movals done, is now taking 
an extended period of time.

After serving two terms 

in the City Council, Avella 
was elected to the state Sen-
ate in 2010 and is being chal-
lenged for his seat by Liu, 
who decided to enter the pri-
mary in the final hour after 
being urged by some Demo-
crats to run. In 2014 Liu, a 
former city comptroller, lost 
his bid to unseat Avella in 
the primary by 560 votes.

While many other former 
members of the IDC are fac-
ing intense 
s c r u t i n y 
from their 
constituents, 
such as state 
Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
Avella does not see his own 
constituents taking issue 
with his association with 
the now dissolved break-
away group known for ne-
gotiating with the majority 
Republican.

Until Avella defeated 
longtime Republican state 

Sen. Frank Padavan in 2010, 
the 11th Senate District was 
dominated by the GOP. City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Bayside), who is now in 
prison serving a sentence for 
corruption, was succeeded 
by Paul Vallone (D-Bayside).

 Avella, like many other 
state officials, stands against 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s call to 
abolish the SHSAT in order 
to bring more children of 

color into the 
city’s spe-
cialized high 
schools.

“There is 
a legitimate 

diversity issue. The problem 
is not the test.  The problem 
is we’re not educating kids 
at the lower grades to be able 
to pass the test,” said Avella, 
who he is not opposed to the 
legislation required at the 
state level to abolish the 
exam. But he has introduced 

Continued on Page 49

State Sen. Tony Avella touts constituent services and his record of 
providing for his district as he seeks re-election. Photo by Mark Hallum

Avella preps for battle Car break-ins escalating 
in Whitestone: Resident

Car break-ins in Whitestone have become a recurring issue in the 
neighborhood, according to a resident who felt violated after their 
car was vandalized.   AP

Incumbent hopes to fend off Liu in primary rematch

ELECTIONELECTION
20182018

Continued on Page 49
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FLUSHING BRANCH COMING SOON!
METRO CITY BANK

FORT LEE BRANCH

10 Month CD 
2.30% APY*

Minimum $1,000 to Open. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal before maturity.
* The rate is effective as of July 12, 2018 and subject to change without notice

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. 

BAYSIDE BRANCH
929-373-4358
215-45 NORTHERN BLVD., BAYSIDE, NY 11361

Flushing Hospital recognized for breastfeeding initiatives

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
After receiving its official 

Baby-Friendly USA designa-
tion, Flushing Hospital Medi-
cal Center celebrated National 
Breastfeeding Week Tuesday 
by educating members of the 
community about the impor-
tance of breastfeeding and 
demonstrating proper tech-
niques to new or expectant 
mothers.

Last month, Flushing Hos-
pital Medical Center, located 
at 4500 Parsons Blvd., received 
its Baby-Friendly USA desig-
nation and Congresswoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) is-
sued a citation to the hospital 
staff recognizing its implemen-
tation of several breastfeeding 
initiatives within the hospital 
and in the communities it 
serves. 

“Flushing Hospital offers 
outstanding care for breast-
feeding mothers by providing 
them with important informa-
tion and skills for successful 
breastfeeding. I commend the 

hospital and its staff for all the 
work they do in this area and 
I was proud to join them in 
celebrating this honor,” said 
Meng. 

Baby-Friendly USA Inc., 
is the U.S. authority for the 
implementation of the Baby-
Friendly Hospital Initiative, a 

global program sponsored by 
the World Health Organization 
and the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund.  

“It takes many years and 
dedicated workers and staff 
to educate everyone and get-
ting everyone involved,” said 
Dr. Hajoon Chun, chairman of 

OB/GYN at Flushing Hospital. 
“It really tells you how dedi-
cated we are in supporting this 
initiative and supporting the 
hospital.”  

To receive Baby-Friendly 
status, institutions must suc-
cessfully implement the “Ten 
Steps to Successful Breastfeed-

ing,” which include providing 
appropriate education to en-
able families to make informed 
decisions about infant feeding, 
encouraging mothers to hold 
their babies skin-to-skin im-
mediately following birth, and 
offering expert lactation sup-
port throughout and beyond 
the hospital stay. 

The hospital also has an 
available room for the commu-
nity and mothers to breastfeed 
in private, if need be. 

Jimena Grimaldi, a lacta-
tion specialist at the hospital, 
said their goal is to educate ex-
pectant mothers on how breast-
feeding is a key nutritional val-
ue for their newborns, and how 
it fortifies bonding between 
the new mom and baby.

Maria DeMarinis Smilios, 
director of Nursing for the Ma-
ternal and Children Services 
Department, said the hospital 
started a support group and 
breastfeeding education class-
es prenatally free of charge on 
a weekly basis in its prenatal 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (c.) presents Flushing Medical Hospital Center’s staff with a citation in recognition of 
their successful breastfeeding initiatives implemented in the community.  Photo by Carlotta Mohamed

Baby-Friendly designated facility celebrated for successfully implementing programs

Continued on Page 49
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1: The women of Ecuador traditionally dress in an outfit that 

includes a white blouse, long skirt and a shawl of some kind. 

Jewelery, layers of it, is a must. 2: This parade-goer brought 

a hot weather-loving friend to the celebration. 3: Hats are a 

good idea to keep the midday sun at bay. These two women 

were honored guests who got to ride in a vintage Chevy along 

the 1.5-mile parade route. 4: Daddy duties don’t stop just 

for a parade. 5: Ecuadorians began immigrating to the U.S. 

in the mid-1960s after restrictions that favored immigrants 

of European stock were lifted. Today, they are the largest 

South American group in New York City. 6: The Ecuadorian 

Day parade was made for beauty queens. 7: A lone march-

er used the parade to keep alive the unsolved April murder 

of 17-year-old Andy Peralta. His body was found in Kissena 

Park but police officers have no leads in the case. 8: La 

Tricolor is the name given to the distinctive Ecuadorian flag.
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

Rozic, Stavisky recognized for environmental record
BY MARK HALLUM

 
The New York League of 

Conservation Voters released 
its scorecard of state elected of-
ficials rating them on their work 
to pass environmental legisla-
tion and gave state Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) 
and state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing)  a score of 100 percent.

“New York’s environment 
and public health are under 
assault from a hostile federal 
government and we need our 
legislators to fight for robust 
protections. This scorecard is 
a reflection of who prioritized 
our environment and who put 
personal quarrels first. Un-
fortunately, legislative leaders 
often put partisan brinkman-
ship ahead of protecting their 
constituents this session and 
killed multiple bills that would 
have easily passed had they 
been given a floor vote,” Marcia 
Bystryn, president of the NYL-
CV, said “NYLCV will continue 
to fight for bills that failed to 
pass this session, including the 
prohibition on offshore drilling, 
requiring disclosure of toxic 
chemicals in children’s prod-
ucts, safe disposal of paint, and 

reducing plastic bag waste.”
Rozic currently serves on the 

Assembly’s Committees on Envi-
ronmental Conservation, Ways 
& Means, Corporations & Au-
thorities, Labor, and Correction. 
She has authored A1234, which 
requires the state Department 
of Transportation to disclose 
information on taxpayer-funded 
capital projects and is currently 
under committee review.

“It is more important than 
ever that our state legislators 
fight climate change and pro-
tect our natural resources,” 
Bystryn said in a separate state-
ment. “This score of 100 percent 
recognizes Assembly member 
Rozic’s cooperation with her col-
leagues on legislation that would 
improve New York’s public and 
environmental health.”

Rozic is among 48 legislators 

who earned a perfect score of 100 
percent and is among only two 
recognized in Queens along with 
Stavisky.

“I am proud to once again 
receive a perfect score from the 
New York League of Conserva-
tion Voters and look forward to 
our continued partnership in 
transforming New York to an 
environmentally friendly state. 
From access to clean water to 

our mass transit and economy, 
we are all impacted by the qual-
ity of our environment,” said 
Rozic. “I remain committed to 
introducing and supporting en-
vironmentally conscious legisla-
tion to build a more sustainable 
future.”

Stavisky also took pride in 
her perfect score.

“Scorecards like this are im-
portant in determining whether 
an elected official is living up to 
their promises,” she said. “With 
the many threats we are facing 
from Washington, it is important 
for the New York State Legisla-
ture to advocate for environmen-
tally friendly causes and enact 
necessary legislation. I am proud 
to have received a perfect rating 
and look forward to returning to 
Albany and continue the fight 
for a cleaner New York.”

Legislator with high scores of 
92 percent for their work in 2018 
were state Sens. James Sanders 
Sanders (D-South Ozone Park), 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans). As-
sembly members David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) and Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) were 
also awarded 92 percent.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky and state Assemblywoman Nily Rozic were given a score of 100 percent from the New 
York League of Conservation Voters.
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•  Beautiful 37-Acre Campus
•  Championship Athletics, Rich Campus Life, Internships, 
  and Study Abroad & Scholarship Opportunities

•  40+ Award-Winning Academic Programs & Our  
  Nationally-Recognized Queensborough Academies 
  Model for Student Success 

222-05 56th Avenue,  Bayside,  NY 1 1364

ich Campus Life, Internships,
arship

 
Opportunities

DISCOVER HIGH-QUALITY,  
AFFORDABLE EDUCATION!

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY FOR FALL 2018!
WWW.QCC.CUNY.EDU



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 10–16, 20188    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BREAKING NEWS

JAMMING 
AT THE FORT

1: At Fort Totten Park, the audience settles into their seats — folding chairs and blankets — on a hill overlooking Little Neck Bay and waits for the show to start. 

2: State Sen. Tony Avella, who is in a primary race this fall, distributed campaign-themed fans to concert-goers as they arrived for the show. 3: The city Parks 

Department’s mobile stage has traveled across the borough for Borough President Melinda Katz’s summer concert series.  4: Guests were encouraged to bring a 

picnic dinner to the show, which started at 6 p.m. Photos by Michael Shain

2 3 4
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SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefit 

you.

 Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
 Leg, Low Back Weakness
 Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
 Difficulty Walking
 Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
 Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
 Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

We Now 
Have 

Cold LASER

MOST 
INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED

Make checks payable to (CSGC) Clearview Seniors Golf Club 

CLEARVIEW SENIORS GOLF CLUB

CLEARVIEW PARK GOLF COURSE

Wednesday, September 5th, 2018

includes:

GREEN FEES  SHOT GUN START 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST  HOT DOG and DRINK at the TURN 

DINNER, DESSERT, BEER, SODA, COFFEE and TEA

Fall Classic Registration Form 
MAKE YOUR OWN FOURSOME OR WE WILL ASSIGN YOU

 Foursome — $440.00       Individual Golfer — $110.00

 Please print PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2 PLAYER 3 PLAYER 4

Full Name

Telephone

Email

Ninth Annual

FALL 
CLASSIC
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Women’s Pavilion at NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst Expands Hours of 

Operation for Expectant Mothers
Comprehensive obstetrical and prenatal care clinic to 

better accommodate needs of the community
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst announced today that its Women’s 

Pavilion—an outpatient prenatal and obstetric care clinic located at 78-20 41st 
Avenue, adjacent to the hospital’s main building—has expanded its hours of 
operation to better accommodate patients in the community. The pavilion is 
now open Monday through Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., on Fridays 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
 The Women’s Pavilion offers a range of women’s health services, including 

walk-in pregnancy testing, prenatal care, HIV counseling and testing, genetic 
counseling, high-risk pregnancy services, antepartum fetal testing, and 
postpartum services. The pavilion also hosts free childbirth, breastfeeding, 
nutrition, and diabetes education classes through an ongoing health lecture 
series. The two-story building has spacious reception areas featuring glass 
facades,18 exam rooms, and on-site phlebotomy and urine labs to facilitate 
easy access to test results.
“NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Women’s Pavilion is a women-focused 

treatment center offering coordinated care all under one roof, and we are 
dedicated to ensuring that patients in our community are able to access high-
quality obstetrical care at the pavilion through expanded hours of operation,” 
said Israel Rocha, CEO of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst and Vice 
President of NYC Health + Hospitals for OneCity Health. “Having expanded 
hours, including having additional appointments during the evenings and on 
Saturdays, will enable the Women’s Pavilion care team to better accommodate 
the needs of our patients and their schedules and to improve the efficiency and 
quality of care we provide for our expectant moms.”
“We are proud to provide expanded hours at our Women’s Pavilion,” said 

Dr. Barry Brown, Director of Obstetrical and Gynecological Services at NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “Our highly-trained and experienced team of 
obstetricians, nurses, midwives, nutritionists, and other health care providers 
are able to handle a wide-range of services for pregnant women, some of 
whom have high-risk pregnancies due to diabetes, hypertension, or other 
health issues.”

Upcoming free health lecture series presentations:

August 2: Breastfeeding, 2-2:30 p.m.
August 7: Nutrition and Food Demo, 4-4:30 p.m.
August 9: Clinical Aspects of Family Planning, 4-4:30 p.m.
August 14: Clinical Aspects of Family Planning, 4-4:30 p.m.
August 16: Newborn Care, 2-2:30 p.m.
August 21: Healthy Pregnancy, 4-4:30 p.m.
August 23: WIC Services, 2-2:30 p.m.
August 28: Breastfeeding, 4-4:30 p.m.
August 30: GYN Health, 2-2:30 p.m.

And, because life needs cultural fun, too:

August 15: A concert featuring performers from the samba band Os 
Clavelitos, 2:30 p.m.

Women’s health services are always a high priority for the public health 
system, as well as New York City. In recent weeks, the de Blasio administration 
announced the launch of a comprehensive plan to reduce maternal deaths 
and life-threatening complications from childbirth among women of color. NYC 
Health + Hospitals is pleased to play an important role in this work.
To get more information on the Women’s Pavilion at NYC Health + Hospitals/

Elmhurst or to schedule an appointment, please call 718-334-3150.

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst is a major provider of hospital and ambulatory care 

services in the borough of Queens. The 545-bed hospital is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an 
Emergency Heart Care Station, and a 911-Receiving Hospital. It is a premiere health care 
organization for key specialties, including surgery, cardiology, women’s health, pediatrics, 
rehabilitation medicine, renal services, and mental health services. Last year, the hospital’s 
robust primary and specialty care practices handled nearly 700,000 ambulatory care 
visits and its emergency medicine teams responded to more than 130,000 emergency 
room encounters.

About NYC Health + Hospitals
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the nation, serving 

more than a million New Yorkers annually in more than 70 patient care locations across 
the city’s five boroughs. A robust network of outpatient, neighborhood-based primary 
and specialty care centers anchors care coordination with the system’s trauma centers, 
nursing homes, post-acute care centers, home care agency, and MetroPlus health plan—all 
supported by 11 essential hospitals. Its diverse workforce of more than 42,000 employees 
is uniquely focused on empowering New Yorkers, without exception, to live the healthiest 
life possible. For more information, visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org and stay 
connected on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/NYCHealthandHospitals or 
Twitter at @NYCHealthSystem.

POLICE 

Blotter

BAYSIDE — A woman from Hemp-
stead was arrested and charged with 
being an aggravated unlicensed op-
erator of a vehicle Monday morning 
in Bayside after allegedly striking a 
motorcyclist who had been ejected 
from his motorcycle moments earlier, 
according to the NYPD.

The motorcyclist died from his inju-
ries, according to authorities.

Police arrived on the scene at ap-
proximately 12:19 a.m. and found a 36-
year-old motorcyclist unconscious and 
unresponsive lying on the roadway be-
tween the Cross Island Parkway near 
Northern Boulevard within the con-
fines of the 111 Precinct. 

Also at the scene was the motor-
cyclist’s 2006 Honda motorcycle, and 
Jevaughn Hodge, 33, the driver of a 
2013 Bentley from L.I., police said. 

An investigation by the NYPD High-
way District’s Collision Investigation 
Squad determined that the motorcy-

clist was traveling northbound on the 
Cross Island at high speed and hit the 
center of a dividing wall, which caused 
him to be ejected from the bike and end 
up in the southbound lanes of traffic.

At the same time, Hodge, who has 
a suspended license, according to po-
lice, was traveling southbound on the 
Cross Island Parkway in the left lane of 
traffic and allegedly struck the motor-
cyclist, according to the preliminary 
investigation. 

The motorcyclist had severe trauma 
about the body, and once EMS respond-
ed to the location, he was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

Hodge had remained at the scene 
and was subsequently taken into custo-
dy and charged .  The victim’s identity 
has not been released pending proper 
family notification, and the investiga-
tion wasongoing. 

— Naeisha Rose

A man was ejected from his motorcycle after crashing the bike, which led to his being hit by 
a motorist and dying near the Cross Island Parkway, police say.

Woman charged in fatal Bayside crash: Cops

COLLEGE POINT — A 25-year-old 
man was found with a single gunshot 
wound to the head in a College Point 
park last week, the NYPD said. 

Police officers from the 109th 
precinct responded to a 911 call at 
7:56 a.m. Aug. 2 inside Powell’s Cove 
Park, located at 133rd Place and 11th 
Avenue. Upon arrival, officers dis-
covered the man unconscious and 
unresponsive with a gunshot wound 
to the head, according to the NYPD. 

EMS responded and pronounced 
the individual dead, police said. 

According to police, a firearm was 

located and recovered near the man’s 
body, but they were unable to deter-
mine whether the gunshot wound 
was self-inflicted or if foul play was 
involved. 

The man’s body was taken to the 
medical examiner’s office for an 
autopsy to officially determine the 
cause of death, police said. 

The investigation was ongoing 
and identification of the dead man 
was pending. 

— Carlotta Mohamed

Man found dead at Powell’s Cove Park: NYPD
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FLIP

 133-45 41ST Avenue
Flushing, Queens 11355 ©2018 One Flushing Owner LLC.

HOUSING
RETAIL

PARKING
COMMUNITY

ALL IN ONE PLACE

AMENITIES INCLUDE: INCREDIBLE LOCATION:
•  24-7 DOORMAN
•  MULTIPLE TERRACES
•  ROOFTOP PARTY ROOM
•  ROOFTOP FARM
•  FITNESS CENTER
•  KIDS PLAY ROOM
•  AVAILABLE UNDERGROUND    

 PARKING

• ADJACENT TO THE  
 LIRR STATION

• TWO BLOCKS FROM THE       
 TRAIN

 133-45 41ST AVENUE

BRAND NEW AFFORDABLE RENTALS!
APPLY BY AUGUST 28TH AT ONE-FLUSHING.COM

STUDIOS THROUGH 3-BEDROOMS
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Hunters Point activist announces City Council run
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Civic leader Brent 

O’Leary announced he will 
run for office in the seat cur-
rently held by City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who will be 
forced to give up his seat by 
term limits in the 2021 city-
wide elections.

O’Leary, who is founder 
and president of the Hunters 
Point Civic Association, has 
been a prominent figure in 
the communities within the 
district, addressing issues 
such as over-development 
and the controversial bike 
lanes on Skillman and 43rd 
avenues.

“I see life getting in-
creasingly difficult for this 
district due to rising rents, 
a crumbling MTA, and out-
of-control overdevelopment 
– without the infrastruc-
ture we need to support it,” 
O’Leary said. “I am ready 
to fight for more schools, 
more green spaces and the 
community resources we 
need to keep this a great 
neighborhood to live, work 

and raise families in. I will 
fight so that working fami-
lies and individuals have 
livable wages and that our 
most vulnerable citizens are 
protected.”

Van Bramer has an-
nounced plans to run for 
Queens borough president 
in February as he and three 
quarters of the City Council 
will also be term limited out 
along with Melinda Katz, 
leaving Van Bramer’s cur-
rent office and the borough 
president’s office free of in-
cumbents.

O’Leary has spoken out 
against the city DOT’s pro-
posal to bring bike lanes to 
Skillman and 43rd avenues 
between Roosevelt Avenue 
and 33rd Place, which will 
eliminate 120 parking spac-
es and is believed will nega-
tively affect business along 
the two corridors.

“We know what we need 
and we have told them with 
a loud and clear voice that 
this proposal is wrong,” 
O’Leary said at a July 25 
rally against the bike lanes. 
“This is not safety because 

we have offered an alterna-
tive proposal on Northern 
Boulevard, which is the ob-
vious place for this and will 
keep all the bicyclists safe ... 

we spoke loud and clear and 
they ignored everything we 
said.”

The bike lane proposal 
went through multiple pub-

lic hearings where residents 
rejected the plan, which was 
revised several times before 
being struck down at Com-
munity Board 2 by a vote of 
27-8 in a June 7 meeting that 
lasted about six hours and 
ended well after midnight.

In February, O’Leary was 
a leading voice in the call for 
a youth recreation center in 
Hunters Point to accommo-
date the growing population 
of Long Island City, where  
unprecedented growth is con-
tinuing with 22,000 residen-
tial units either proposed or 
currently under construction.

Hunters Point Civic has 
posted an online petition 
at Change.org directed at 
developer TF Cornerstone, 
the city’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, and Plax-
all, a family-owned business 
that has been in Long Island 
City for seven decades, to in-
clude a rec center in a recent 
project in the works.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Hunters Point Civic Association founder Brent O’Leary will run for City 
Council in 2021 when Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer hits the end of his 
term limit. Courtesy of O’Leary campiagn

ELECTION ELECTION 20212021

Sacred Heart of Jesus Roman Catholic Church
of Bayside, NY

invites all parishioners and friends to our

140th Anniversary Gala
on Saturday, October 20, 2018

7:00 pm – 12:00 am
at the Immaculate Conception Center

7200 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11362

Cost of $90 per person includes
Cocktail Hour, Dinner, Dessert, Music

Our “Super Raffle” drawing will take place this evening.
For any questions regarding the event, call Cindy Campbell  

at 718-428-2326 or Sacred Heart Rectory at 718-428-2200
Please RSVP before Sunday, October 14, 2018
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Daisy Torres
August 2018
Francis Lewis High School
Jackson Heights, New York

The sky’s the limit for smart, 
socially conscious Daisy Torres who is 
celebrating two very big wins. At 17, 
Daisy Torres has achieved so much 
and is looking forward to the next 
exciting chapter as a freshman at 
Princeton University.

The ambitious, straight-A stu-
dent just graduated from Francis 
Lewis High School and was chosen 
to receive a prestigious, life-changing 
award: The New York Times College 
Scholarship.

Award recipients receive a 
four-year college scholarship for a 
maximum of $15,000 annually to 
attend any nationally accredited, four-
year college to which they have been 
admitted for full-time study. In addition, 
mentoring and internship opportunities 
at The New York Times Company are 
provided.

At the start of her senior year, Daisy 

looked for scholarships that would not 
only help fi nancially but offer support 
through the college transition. “The 
New York Times College Scholarship 
aims to help underprivileged youth 
from NYC like me thrive in college,” 
Torres explained. “I’m thankful the 
program has recognized my persever-
ance to succeed in college.”

This summer she is attending 
Princeton’s Freshman Scholars Institute 
bridge program. She will take classes, 
gain credits and meet scholars from 

different backgrounds while there. “I 
plan on being part of the education 
system and want to work on education 
reform in third world countries,” Torres 
said. “I’ll be majoring at the Woodrow 
Wilson School of International and 
Public Affairs.”

Circumstances have inspired Daisy 
to become a mentor for younger girls 
through the nonprofi t Powerplay NYC. 
Powerplay helps girls from under-re-
sourced neighborhoods through health 
and fi tness.

Torres sees her own model for 
who she could be to young girls. “I’m 
capable of guiding these girls through 
the trials of life. Higher education will 
transform me into the Michelle Obama 
(a Princeton alum) they need. I want to 
inspire girls to never lose sight of their 
own potential. In college, I hope to 
become involved in community-based 
organizations and education reform. 
If anything, I don’t want to prosper 
despite my background, but because 
of it.”

She is grateful for the encourage-
ment she has received during the 
process and credits “The family I made 
at Leadership Enterprise for a Diverse 
America (LEDA), my counselors from 
Francis Lewis, my writing mentor, Ms. 
Kim, the Opportunity Network family 
and Powerplay NYC, which started it 
all.”

She added: “My parents are my 
root for motivation and have helped me 
through every step. Now, going to col-
lege, I hope to make them proud and 
show them the worth of their sacrifi ces.”

By Tammy Scileppi
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Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Arun Budhoo
Jashua Veerasammy
August 2018
Thomas A. Edison Career
& Technical Education
High School
Jamaica, New York

Jashua Veerasammy and Arun 
Budhoo were selected as the win-
ners of U.S. Rep. Grace Meng’s 
fi tness app contest. The two are 
juniors at Thomas A. Edison Career 
and Technical Education High 
School, which is well-known for its 
mechanical and electronic courses. 
Their fi tness app won a congressio-
nal competition and was showcased 

in Washington D.C.
 The “Congressio nal App Chal-

lenge” is a nationwide contest held 

by the House of Representatives in 
which students create and submit 
apps for mobile phones, computers 
or tablet devices.

Jashua and Arun won for 
“VIVID,” an app that helps users be-
come more motivated and confi dent 
in fi tness and health. The16-year-old 
students said they believe that with 
the high nationwide obesity rates, 
people need motivation to exercise.

“We fi rst entered the contest for 
fun then got serious about creating 
an app that could make a difference 
in people’s lives,” they said in a joint 
statement. “We brainstormed ideas 
for many hours, put our creativity to 
the test, and came-up with an app 

to help people be fi t and healthy. 
We’re thankful that our hard work 
paid off and we are grateful to 
have had the inspiration of our 
shop teacher Kathleen Kuntz, and 
others from a competing team at our 
school.”

Meng said she was extremely 
impressed by how Jashua and Arun 
used their creativity and scientifi c 
minds to create and develop their 
app.

“Their efforts illustrate the out-
standing tech skills that exist among 
Queens students and I salute their 
passion for technology and writing 
code,” she said.

By Gina Martinez

Congresswoman Grace Meng poses 
with Thomas Edison High School 
juniors Arun Buhoo (l.) and Jashua  
Veerasammy.

Winners of the The New York Times College Scholarship
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a carved block.   
The Earl of Wight is 

a cocktail that brings 
together three ingredi-
ents; a summer fruit, 
the unique botanicals of 
Brockman’s Gin and Eng-
lish roots. Apricot, local to 
both this region and to the 
Isle of Wight in England, 
plays well with the fruit 
and citrus notes of the gin. 
The Earl Grey tea brings 
about the floral nose in 
Brockman’s and Amaro 
Montenegro is more of a 
fruit punch.   

Brugal Rum’s Secret 
Summer Cocktail is a 
Spicy Mai Tai of: 1.5 Bru-
gal Extra Dry, .75 lime 
juice, .75 homemade al-
mond Orgeat Syrup from 

the Finger Lakes, .25 
Andrew’s rooftop Honey 
(NYC), a dash of Shaquan-
da Hot Sauce from Brook-
lyn and Honey Syrup 
and hot sauce cooked to-
gether. A second cocktail, 
Charred Cherry Highball, 
is offered. That consists of: 
1.5 Brugal 1888 or Anejo, 
.25 Sour Cherry Cordial 
with Charred cherries, 
.25 cinnamon demerara, 
cherries and cinnamon 
syrup cooked together and 
topped with Fentiman’s 
cola. Alli Torres is respon-
sible for the creations. 

Hangar I Vodka fea-
tures a rose spritzer 
and lavender lemonade. 
A Hanging Herb Wall 
will encourage guests 
to choose their favorite 
herbs to complete their 
cocktails. 

Food vendors will be 
available, although not 
included in the price of 
the ticket, where you 
can sample tastes from 
exhibitors such as Arep-
pas. Choripan will offer 
a classic Argentinian 
sandwich or handcraft-
ed beef and pork sausage 
served on a club roll with 
chimichurri, lettuce and 
tomatoes. Sophie’s Cu-
ban, and Wisefish Poke 
will be on hand to satisfy 
everyone’s appetites. Piz-
za from Sanmatteo Piz-

zeria will have a wood 
fire oven in the garden 
as proprietor Fabio Ca-
sellas offers two types 
of slices. Van Leeuwen 
Artisan Ice Cream will 
offer seasonal flavors, 
cross pollinating a rum-
flavored cream with 
Brugal 1888.  

Entertainment will 
be provided by Shake-
speare in the Park’s 
“Othello” star Chuk-
wudi Iwuji, performers 
Sitar & Tabla, Hungry 
March Band, DJ Kieren 
Taylor, Kaoro Wan-
tanabe Taiko Drums 
and Moon Hooch. 

You will also have 
the opportunity to meet 
Secret Summer Event 
Producers Tyler Hol-
linger, Andy Maturana 
and Allison Du Val. 

“We celebrate amaz-
ing cocktails that are 
locally grown, sustain-
able, organic, seasonal 
and delicious,” said Hol-
linger. “The ingredients 
are from local farms and 
orchards. Fresh beets 
will be featured in one of 
the drinks. This festival 
is a chance for the public 
to get tickets for what is 
usually a private event.”

For tickets and fur-
ther information go to. 
www.secretsummernyc.
com.

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Thursday, August 16, 2018 • 5 – 8 PM
95-25 Queens Boulevard, 1st Floor

Rego Park, NY 11374

Fidelis Care is fully committed to Equal Employment Opportunity and to attracting, retaining, 
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religion, sexual orientation, national origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, 
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Seeking Experienced RNs and LSWs 
Join us for a Clinical Career Fair!

Revealing the Secret Summer party at the Foundry
BY MERLE EXIT

 
Secret Summer, billed 

as the country’s only 
farm-to-bar cocktail fes-
tival, gave a sneak peek 
into the party, which will 
be held Aug. 12 from 2 p.m.  
to 8 p.m. at the Foundry, in 
Long Island City. 

Farm-to-bar is simi-
lar to the farm-to-table 
movement used at many 
restaurants. 

Cocktails are being 
prepared with raw, sea-
sonal ingredients sourced 
from Queens farms and 
paired with spirits such as 
whiskey, vodka, rum, gin 
and even beer for a “mix-
ology” experience.  

The Foundry is a fully 
restored 19th century 
building at 42-38 9th St. 
with 3,000 square feet 
of space, a lush outdoor 
courtyard and great views 
of the Manhattan skyline. 
There will be three areas: 
a greenhouse atrium,  a to-
tally indoor space,  and the 
huge outdoor garden. Lots 
of seating is available, as 
they expect a huge crowd 

of about 1,000. The indoor 
area has a second floor of 
tables and chairs.  

“Man vs. Food” host 
Casey Webb will be judg-
ing the best cocktail at 
this year’s event. In addi-
tion, Ravel and the exclu-
sive pool club Profundo 
will host the event’s “Of-
ficial After Party,” so all 
attendees will be granted 
access with their Secret 
Summer wristband to 
dance and swim under the 
moonlight. 

Five spirit companies 
were shaking up their 
cocktails at this preview. 
A heavy favorite was one 
from Blue Point Brewing 
Company with its Secret 
Summer Cocktail: Salted 
Plum Gose-arita, which 
consists of 1.25 oz. Tanteo 
jalapeño tequila, .75 oz. 
Umeshu Plum Wine, 0.5 
oz. lemon juice, 1 tsp plum 
preserves, 1 pinch of salt, 
with Blue Point Beach 
Plum Gose, a lime wheel 
and mint leaf garnish with 
optional Ume served in a 
glass with a salted rim.

Suntory had its version 

of a Secret Summer Cock-
tail: The Toki highball 
-- or “haibo-ru” in Japa-
nese -- is an artful blend 
of Suntory Whisky Toki 
and super sparkling water 
over a generous serving of 
crystal clear ice. A second 
drink, Tasogore Toki Twi-
light, was also served. It 
consists of Toki Whiskey, 
sparkling water, Bernard 
Ranches’ Sustainably 
Crown Grapefruit and 
Crystal Clear on Ice from 

Blue Point Brewing Company will offer its Secret Summer 
cocktail Salted Plum Gose-arita, made with Plum Wine, Blue 
Plum Beach Point Gose and tequila, topped off with a mint 
leaf and a slice of pickled plum. Photo by Merle Exit
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

Residential
&

Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AROUND CALL NOW

1-800-BUY-FENCE

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville  ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

*Discounts may not be combined. Some exclusions may apply, see store for details.  Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is 
extra. Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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THIS ISN’T  
JUST A  
STUDENT

This is tomorrow’s energy leader. Learn

how we’re partnering with students to  

create energy solutions for the future  

at coned.com/partnerships

walk & 
Presenting Sponsor:

Grab your leash and tighten your laces  
for North Shore Animal League America’s  

2nd Annual Walk & Wag   
This time we’re going NATIONAL!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH

North Hempstead Beach Park  Port Washington, NY

Register Now!
Visit animalleague.org/walkandwag to learn more!
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
The NYPD’s 112th Precinct 

in Queens has become the lat-
est command to receive the 
Neighborhood Coordination 
Officer program in New York 
City. 

Forest Hills and Rego Park 
residents filled the auditorium 
last week at Queens Metropoli-
tan High School, located at 91-
30 Metropolitan Ave., to meet 
their neighborhood coordina-
tion officers and learn about 
the new 112th Precinct Neigh-
borhood Policing Program. 

The Neighborhood Policing 
Program, introduced in 2015, 
divides precincts into several 
staffed sectors designed to cor-
respond to the boundaries of 
individual neighborhoods, ac-
cording to the NYPD. 

The 112th Precinct will 
divide Forest Hills and Rego 
Park into four sectors catego-
rized A through D. Each sec-
tor will have two designated 
NCOs working the same shifts 
in the same areas, listening to 
concerns of residents and nur-
turing relationships within 
the neighborhood. 

Residents can call, text, or 
e-mail their designated NCOs 
whose information can be 
found on the NYPD website. 

“The little things are the big 
things,” said Capt. Jonathan 
Cermeli of the 112th Precinct. 
“I’ve seen the success stories. 
Now your specific area has of-
ficers that are dedicated just to 
taking care of your complaints 
and concerns.”

Sector A, covering Forest 
Hills between Queens Bou-
levard, Union Turnpike and 

Yellowstone Boulevard, will 
be patrolled by officers Nicole 
Atkinson and Daniel Rivas. 

Sector B, which covers south-
ern Rego Park from Woodhaven 
Boulevard to Queens Boulevard, 
as well as along 67th Avenue and 
the Rockaway Beach Rail Line, 
will be watched by Officers Sean 
Barnwell and Issac Zamor. 

Sector C, which covers 

Northern Rego Park and For-
est Hills, from Queens Boule-
vard to Grand Central Park-
way between 65th Avenue and 
the Long Island Expressway, 
will be looked after by Offi-
cers David Bleck and Robert 
Faulkner. 

“It’s a different philoso-
phy than what we’re used 
to seeing here,” said Howie 
Moskowitz, who lives in sec-
tor C. “It not only depends on 
the police officers, it depends 
on the people in the commu-
nity too. We’re hoping to see 
what positive change will 
take place.” 

According to NYPD Chief 
of Patrol Rodney Harrison, 
several practices in the past 
such as stop-and-frisk, had 
prevented a “trusting relation-
ship” between the NYPD and 
the community.

“One of the key responsi-
bilities of an NCO is to take 
time out to interact with the 
community,” said Harrison. 
“I want every single resident 
in New York City to know who 
their NCO is. To engage, offi-
cers will visit nursing homes, 
schools, local businesses and 
patrol the streets.” 

Harrison said the NCO pro-
gram has been successful for 
the NYPD, and other police de-

partments in the country want 
to implement its policies. He 
further added that the NCOs 
received top-notch training 
in courses involving criminal 
investigation, a four-day NCO 
training course, mediation, 
and public speaking.

“Each NCO will host ‘Build 
the Block’ meetings once every 
three months at different loca-
tions in their assigned sector 
to work with the community 
to identify problems and devel-
op strategies to address crime 
and other issues in the neigh-
borhood,” said Harrison. 

The new sectors will have 
four officers and two NCO’s 
conducting midnight tours 
between 12 a.m. and 8 a.m. 
and tours during the day 
between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
officers will also work with 
other city agencies like the 
Department of Sanitation or 
the Department of Transpor-
tation to address issues in the 
neighborhood. 

“Anything that comes up, 
that flares up, the NCOs will 
be able to address it,” said 
Harrison. 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

112th Pct. launches neighborhood policing

Capt. Jonathan Cermeli, the commanding officer of the 112th Precinct, 
speaks to Forest Hills and Rego Park residents at Queens Metropolitan 
High School about the launch of the Neighborhood Policing Program. 

Photo by Carlotta Mohamed 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Councilman Francis-

co Moya (D-Corona) is put-
ting on hold any further ne-
gotiations with the de Blasio 
administration about rezon-
ing plans after the approval 
of the controversial Inwood 
rezoning fanned fears that 
vulnerable residents could 
be displaced in the Upper 
Manhattan neighborhood.

Moya is calling for a task 
force to be put in place to ad-
dress zoning changes, which 
he said could drive displace-
ment and pit members of the 
working class against each 
other.

“The Inwood rezoning 
marks the second straight 
neighborhood rezoning in a 
community of color where 
this administration used 
divisive tactics to push its 
agenda,” Moya said in a 
statement. “For weeks, I’ve 
listened to concerns on both 
sides of this rezoning. Or-
ganized labor wants good 

paying jobs, residents want 
protections from predatory 
landlords and displacement. 
These parties are all work-
ing-class people who should 
be fighting together, hand 
in hand. But today, they are 
at odds, fighting with one 
another for fewer and fewer 
resources. Tell me, who ben-
efits from this division?”

Moya’s opposition to nego-
tiating rezonings with the de 
Blasio administration did not 
include spot rezonings of spe-
cific plots , he said in a clari-
fication letter, and would not 
affect any decisions made 
by the Committee on Land 
Use and the Subcommittee 
on Zoning and Franchises, 
which will not make any 
calls on upcoming changes 
to neighborhoods in the city 
until the fall.

He said this would give his 
office and City Hall plenty of 
time to discuss establishing 
a task force.

“This administration is 
trying to divide the working-

class. He is pitting organized 
labor against low- and mid-
dle-class New Yorkers while 
propping up a system that 
enriches developers,” Moya 
continued. “We all want 
growth, but growth that lifts 
everyone up, not just the de-
velopers. A rising tide does 
not lift all ships — not when 

some of them are drowning.”
Mayor Bill de Blasio, on 

the Brian Lehrer Show Aug. 
3, said that the rezoning in 
Inwood would bring in 4,000 
affordable units for resi-
dents, but many believe the 
new units would be accompa-
nied by unrestricted rentals 
priced at market rate.

“The concept of the rezon-
ing, the reason we do rezon-
ings, is to create affordable 
housing,” de Blasio said. “Why 
do communities want it is the 
underlying question, because 
it creates affordable housing, 
preserves affordable hous-
ing.  In the case of Inwood, 
4,000 apartments will either 
be built or preserved and that 
means, when you think about 
the multiplier in terms of 
people, well over 10,000 people 
in that community will have 
affordable housing who don’t 
have it now. I’m talking about 
long-term, decades of guaran-
teed affordability.” 

He added, “If anybody – 
any Council member says no, 
I don’t want something that 
will create ... affordability 
for 10,000 of my residents who 
don’t have that guarantee 
right now, we’ll move on.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Moya halts rezoning negotiations with de Blasio

Councilman Francisco Moya said he would pause all negotiations with 
the mayor’s office regarding rezoning until a task force studies its ef-
fects on communities. Photo by Michael Shain 
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1-917-246-2888.
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Catalina Cruz, a Democratic can-

didate for the seat held by state As-
semblywoman Ari Espinal (D-Jackson 
Heights), has released her initiative 
for making neighborhoods more af-
fordable while providing tenants with 
the resources they need when meeting 
their landlord in a courtroom.

Espinal won a special election in 
April and is also facing Yonel Letellier 
Sosa in the Sept. 13 Democratic primary.

Cruz held a news conference Tues-
day in Elmhurst in front of the site 
where a controversial Target center is 
under construction. She said that once 
in office she will push to create a state-
funded right to counsel for all renters 
and end the pass-through to tenants of 
Major Capital Improvements by land-
lords, which can increase monthly 
housing costs even for rent-controlled 
tenants indefinitely, among other is-
sues.

“As a former housing attorney, I un-
derstand the need, the inequities that 
happen every time someone steps into 
a courtroom and does not have an at-
torney,” Cruz said. “We need to make 
sure people’s rights and people’s homes 
are protected. I also want to make sure 
that we are pushing to repeal vacancy 
decontrol, stop bonuses and MCIs. Ev-
ery time a landlord fixes an elevator, it 
should not be passed on to the tenants. 
This is the cost of doing business, this 
is not the cost of us living in our neigh-
borhood. I am tired of knocking on 
doors and hearing from our neighbors, 
‘I can no longer afford to live here.’ We 
need to protect our community.” 

The corner of Baxter Avenue and 
82nd Street has been the source of heat-
ed debate since March when developers 
Sun Equity began the process of filing 
a ULURP application to build 13 floors 
of housing, partially affordable, above 
the 10-story zoning limit with a Target 
store on the ground level. 

But after strong community op-
position, the developers abandoned 
the ULURP application altogether, 
although the City Planning Commis-
sion had already granted its approv-
al,  in favor of building no additional 
housing in the neighborhood. The 
Target is currently being built at the 
40-31 82nd St. site.

Cruz’s initiative falls in line 
with Democratic state Senate candi-
date Jessica Ramos, who is running 
against state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), in her call to end MCIs in 
early July.

“I’m a lifelong renter here in 
Queens. The diversity, inclusivity, 
and affordability that always kept me 
in the neighborhood is disappearing 
before our eyes—all because rents are 
skyrocketi ng,” Ramos said. “Enough is 
enough—we need to keep Queens home 
to working families from every corner 
of this earth who are looking to make it 
here in New York City.”

The state approves MCI rent increas-
es and tenants can challenge these ap-
plications on specific grounds.

Catalina Cruz was endorsed by City 
Councilman Mark Levine (D-Man-
hattan) during the news conference.
Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail 
at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Cruz announces initiative
to keep housing affordable

Democratic State Assembly candidate Catalina Cruz was endorsed by Manhattan 
Councilman Mark Levine for her pledge to address threats to affordable housing such as 
MCIs. Photo by Mark Hallum

ELECTION ELECTION 20182018
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_8-10-18

Sale
Dates

Aug
Fri.

10
Sat.

11
Aug

Sun.

12
Aug

Mon.

13
Aug

Tues

14
Aug

Wed

15
Aug

Thurs.

16 
Aug

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

$399 $399 5/$5

3/$5

3/$5

4.4-6.65 Oz Box
Cheesy Garlic Breadsticks or Assorted

Celeste
Pizza
For One

14.5-24 Oz Jar ... Assorted
(Excludes: 22 Oz Homestyle)

Prego
Pasta 
Sauce

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 5.

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

16 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Non Dairy or Regular

Halo Top
Ice Cream

$1299
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

Corona
12 Pack

With Mail In Rebate.
Only Available in NY.

   $ 14.99
- $  2.00

$  12.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

2/$5

10.3-11.3 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic & Decaf) 

Chock full o’Nuts
Coffee

With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

2/$4
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2. With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Clorox
Bleach

55-64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

20 Roll Pack 1,000 Sheets or
30 Roll Pack Extra Soft

� Scott Bath Tissue
15 Roll Pack
Mega Choose A Size

� Scott Paper Towels
24 Double Roll Pack
Comfort Care

� Cottonelle Bath Tissue
YOUR

CHOICE!

$1099
Final Price

 $12.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

3/$10
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

2/$4

11.2-11.3 Oz Pkg
Regular or Simply Pecan

Sandies or
8-12.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

Fudge Shoppe
Cookies

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

MIX &  
MATCH

2/$4

11.7-13.7 Oz Box
Assorted

Club
Crackers

Assorted: 
5-5.3 Oz Cont 
Crunchers or

Fruit on the Bottom, Crunchers, 
Triple Zero or Traditional

7 Fl Oz Btl

Dannon
Light & Fit 
Greek or

Oikos
Greek Yogurt or

Dannon Light & Fit 
or Oikos
Yogurt Drinks

MIX &
MATCH!

10/$10

4/$5
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Pepsi or
Schweppes
2 Liter

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted 
Lipton, Mug, Mist Twst, Crush,
Mountain Dew, Hawaiian Punch,

MIX &
MATCH!

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural & Gelato) 

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.

17-24 Count Pkg ... Assorted Ultra Power Paks or
43.75-50 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

Arm & Hammer
Laundry
Detergent

16 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Sorbetto or

Talenti
Gelato

$599
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

205.33-234.67 Sq Ft Pkg
12 Double Roll ... Ultra Plush or Soft & Strong or
6 Mega Roll ... Ultra Plush or Ultra Soft & Strong

Quilted Northern
Bath Tissue

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted
7UP, A&W, Squirt, Sunkist, 
Country Time or

Canada Dry
12 Pack

MIX &
MATCH!

4/$12
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$199
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

4 Lb Bag
(Excludes: Canister)

Domino
Sugar

28 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

$599

$799
lb. Sliced To Order

Certified By The
American Heart Association
Approved For The Feingold List
Gluten Free

Boar’s Head
Low Sodium
Ham

$499
lb. Sliced To Order

GlenRock
Smoked 
Virginia
Ham

Yellow or White

YOUR 
CHOICE!

$599
Sliced To Orderlb.

Chabaso
Ciabatta
Bread

16 Oz Pkg
Plain, Wheat, Garlic,
Rainin’ Grains or Olive Oil

$299

Store Prepared

Crunchy 
Vegetable
Salad

$499
lb.

USDA Gov’t Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199
lb. Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

Farm Raised

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon 
Fillet

$999
lb.

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

Tilapia
Fillet

$399
lb.

$199
lb. Family Pack

Bone-In
Sliced

Center Cut 
Pork
Chops

$699
lb.

Shell
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

YOUR 
CHOICE!

22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Peach, Blueberry or

Coconut
Custard
Pie

$399

Perdue
Turkey Breast 
or
Domestic 

Key Food
Swiss
Cheese

$999

68 Fl Oz Can

Capatriti
100% Pure
Olive Oil

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Urban Meadow
Cooking
Oil

96 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

$499

$399
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

50.2-70.3 Oz Cont
28 Quart ... Assorted

4C
Iced Tea
Mix

99¢

59 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Ades or Punch

Tropicana
Twister

Budweiser,
Bud Light,
Coors or Miller
18 Pack

216 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

$1499
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Powerade
Sports
Drinks

32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

80¢

Wild Caught
Previously Frozen

Cod
Fillet

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

Bottom
Round
Roast

Sirloin
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

$499
lb.

$299
lb.

$1499$799
lb.

2 Lb Bag 
26-30 Count Per Lb 
Easy Peel

AquaStar
Raw 
Shrimp

22-32 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Urban Meadow
French
Fries

2/$5

Brawny
Paper
Towels

235.26-281.23 Sq Ft Pkg
6 Large White Rolls: 
Pick A Size or Full Sheet 

$599
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

BUY MORE SAVE MORE

FREE

Dr. Pepper
2 Liter

3 FOR $5

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3. Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Coke or 
Sprite
2 Liter

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted 
Fresca, Dr. Pepper, Minute Maid, 
Fanta, Fuze, Barq’s, Seagram’s, 

MIX &
MATCH!

$499
lb. Sliced To Order

Key Food
American

Store Cut ... Aged 9 Months
Yellow or White

New York State
Cheddar

$499
lb. Sold By The Piece

See Inside ForSweepstakes
Details!

Jennie-O
Ground
Turkey

3 Lb Pkg
Fresh All Natural
85% Lean

$799
Family Pack

12 Oz Pkg ... Baked: Homestyle or 
Italian Breast Cutlets or
Whole Grain: Baked Breast Strips or 
Nuggets or
Fully Cooked: Breast Cutlets,
Spicy Cutlets, Popcorn Bites,
Original Breast Strips or
Dino Shape, With Cheese or Original

Perdue
Chicken 
Breast
Nuggets

$199

Tommy Atkins
Mangos

99¢
ea.

Grape
Tomatoes

2/$3

Dry Pint Cont

ea.99¢

Giorgio
Organic
Baby Bella
Mushrooms

$299

8 Oz Pkg

Extra Large

New Jersey Fresh
Peaches

99¢
lb.

Pluots or
Black
Plums

99¢

California

lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

California Seeded Red Globe or
Red, Green or Black

Welch’s
Seedless
Grapes

lb.

$199

Grape Jammers
Grapes

$299

1 Lb Clamshell

THE GRAPEY-ESTGRAPES! 

Jumbo

5/$4

Summer
Navel

Oranges
Tropicana
Easy Peel
Mandarins

$499

3 Lb Bag

Giorgio
Portabella
Mushroom

Caps

8 Oz Pkg
Sliced or Whole

2/$5
Hass
Avocados

Red
Ripe

Roma
Tomatoes

99¢
lb.

Whole
Red Ripe

Watermelons

ea.

$299

Yellow
Corn

5/$2

By The Ear
Fresh

10-12 Lb Average

Dole
Salad Kits

8.4-14.4 Oz Bag ... Chopped: 
Bacon & Bleu, BBQ Ranch, Chipotle & Cheddar, 

Sesame Asian, Sunflower Crunch, Greek or Caesar 
or Premium: Southwest,  Spinach & Cherry Almond, 

Country Ranch, Ultimate Caesar, 
Endless Summer, Pomegranate 

or Poppy Seed 

MIX &
MATCH!

Fresh Attitude
Salads

$499

11 Oz Clamshell
Assorted

2/$5
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Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat 

Weekend

Is an Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona,Queens. 

Many have traveled from afar to come experience 
Park Side’s fi ne dining and authentic Italian dishes. 

Call for details on our private party room 
that is available Saturday and Sunday afternoons.

Park Side Restaurant
107-01 Corona Avenue
Corona, NY 11368
718.271.9274 or 718.271.9871
www.parksiderestaurantny.com
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IN COLLABORATION WITH THE TAIWAN CULTURAL CENTER

Queens Fencing Club

EQUIPMENT RENTALS AND LESSONS AVAILABLE

CONTACT MICHAEL YEN (917) 302-1193
Email: queensfencingclubllc@gmail.com | queensfencingclub.com

Flushing - Taiwan Center
137-44 Northern Blvd. 
Flushing, NY 11354

5 minute walk from 7 Train 
and LIRR Flushing-Main

Street Station

Hours: Friday 4-7pm

Bayside - Wenyi Academy
4558 Bell Blvd 2nd Fl 
Bayside, NY 11361

5 minute walking from

LIRR Bayside Station

Hours: Tuesday 6-10pm
Friday 6-10pm
Saturday 6-10pm
Sundays 3-7pm

Forest Hills - Bnos
Malka Academy
71-02 113th St
Forest Hills, NY 11375

5 minute walk from Forest 
Hills-71 Ave Subway (E,F,M,R) 

and LIRR Forest Hills

Hours: Monday 5:30-8:30pm
Wednesday 5:30-8:30pm
Thursday 5:30-8:30pm
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CA
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PREPARE FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE MAKE MATH EASY

CONTACT: JOSEPH VALLEY PhD
718-598-8107 | jpvalley42@gmail.com

cambriamathtutors.com
216-04 118th Avenue Cambria Heights, NY 11411

GRADE 5 - 8
ALGEBRA 1  GEOMETRY

ALGEBRA 2  TRIGONOMETRY
PRE-CALCULUS  CALCULUS

COLLEGE ALGEBRA
ALSO

MATH COURSES

ACCOUNTING  ECONOMICS

BUSINESS COURSES
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08.11-12.2018
Sat & Sun • 9-5
Meadow Lake, 
Flushing Meadows
Corona Park, 
Queens, NY
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  in New York
The 28th Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival 

presented by HSBC

Rain or Shine!
Free AdmissionAdmission to the HKDBF-NY is Free, Events take place Rain or Shine. 

Directions to the Festival by bus/subway – parking on site is very limited. Please use your MetroCard to take 
the #7 Train to the CitiField stop and transfer from there to special MTA shuttle buses that will take you 
directly to the Festival site. Festival goers can also pay to park at CitiField and take the special MTA shuttle 
with your MetroCard or use correct change.
  

www.hkdbf-ny.org

For more information
visit our website

5007 108th St, Corona, NY 11368

Office: 718-699-2500    Fax: 718-592-8840

Mobile: 917-922-9470
Email: Rmaruca@aol.com

Visit ParkviewRealty.com       Parkview RealtyRita Maruca, Broker Owner

RITA MARUCA
would like to wish all a 

Happy Dragon Boat Weekend!
Mrs. Maruca has over 30 years of experience and is a broker of Parkview Realty,  

now serving all of Queens, Brooklyn, Long Island, Bronx and Manhattan. 
Call now for all your Real Estate needs.
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Registering to vote more important than ever
With the local and mid-term 

elections swiftly approaching, eligi-
ble New Yorkers of all backgrounds 
and political leanings must register 
to vote and those who are already 
registered should make sure others 
in their communities are prepared 
to cast their ballots.

The rights of women, people of 
color, and immigrants are more 
vulnerable than ever and it is im-
perative we ensure that our leaders 
are representing New Yorkers’ con-
cerns and views.

The data is clear: more New 
Yorkers need to register and vote in 
elections. From 1953 to 2013, voter 
turnout decreased from 93 percent 

to only 26 percent and during the 
2016 election, New York ranked 41st 
out of 50 states in voter turnout.

As a city, we must work to 
break down barriers to voting 
and amplify the voices of women, 
low-income communities, and 
others who lack representation in 
our political system.

This summer Womens City 
Club of New York is hosting voter 
registration events across the city, 
including at Jackson Heights Li-
brary and Queens Central Library, 
encouraging New Yorkers to sign 
voting pledge cards, fill out voter 
registration forms, or update their 
address if they have moved.

New Yorkers can also access 
voting guides and register online 
at www.voting.nyc, and learn more 
about voting rights and elections 
from LWV-NYC.

Our goal is to promote civic 
engagement and get more women 
and eligible girls to register to 
vote, particularly those who are 
seeking access and opportunities, 
and empower them to make their 
voices heard at the ballot box and 
in public policy.

Carole Wacey
Forest Hills

Womens City Club of New York 
President & CEO
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Tuesday marked the return of National Night 
Out Against Crime as cops and city dwellers 
across the five boroughs gathered to continue 
building the relationship between the NYPD and 
neighborhood residents.

The National Night Out Against Crime move-
ment began in 1984 and is held on the first Tuesday 
of August every year. All 50 states — consisting of 
more than 16,000 local, state and federal officers, 
according to the National Night out website — par-
ticipate in the countrywide event.

Thousands of residents came out in Queens, 
with events planned from precincts ranging 
from the 102nd in Richmond Hill to the 115th in 
Jackson Heights. Activities included barbecues, 
bounce houses, face painting and more. The 104th 
Precinct offered free dance lessons and a concert 
at Juniper Valley Park. The 102nd Precinct held 
raffles in Forest Park and the 110th Precinct gave 
away free backpacks during their event at Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. The 111th Precinct in-
vited residents to the rooftop above the Fairway 
supermarket in Douglaston, where they could en-
joy a bouncy house and mingle with clowns.

Between the fun, residents had the opportunity 
to meet officers from their local precinct and in-
teract with neighbors, community members, and 
local businesses. There is no downside to these 
events. 

National Night Out is a great way to cultivate 
the relationships between officers and residents. 
While the relationship between the two sides will 
never be perfect, National Night Out gives resi-
dents a chance to get to know their local officers. 
This is a big deal.

Not only does the event help develop a sense of 
community, but it also could lead to fewer polariz-
ing incidents between officers and residents.  Re-
ducing misunderstandings between the two sides 
could potentially save lives. Maybe if an officer 
recognizes a possible suspect, and the suspect rec-
ognizes the officer, there could a peaceful resolu-
tion rather than one using force.  

The overall crime rate was down in Queens in 
the first six month of 2018, but murder and rape 
rose, according to the NYPD. which makes a 
strong case for how important it is to improve the 
dialogue between the police and the residents they 
are assigned to protect.

The National Night Out Against Crime move-
ment is positive, well-intentioned and should be 
applauded for its success in Queens and the rest 
of the country. Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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READERS WRITE

Queens needs new pot enforcement policy
The time has come for 

Queens to follow the lead of 
Manhattan and Brooklyn 
and stop prosecuting low-
level marijuana possession 
and smoking cases, once and 
for all. It’s not fair, it’s not 
right, and it’s not worth it.

I called for prosecutors to 
decline these cases in May for 
three simple reasons: mari-
juana enforcement in New 
York City is discriminatory, 
running people through the 
criminal justice system for 
smoking or possessing small 
amounts of marijuana is 
completely disproportionate 
to any possible harm caused 
to the public, and our law en-
forcement resources can be 
better spent combating real 
crime.

Marijuana enforcement 
in the five boroughs is com-
pletely unfair. While studies 
consistently show that white 
and black people smoke mar-
ijuana at nearly the same 
rate, enforcement has over-
whelmingly fallen on com-
munities of color. In 2017, 
86 percent of those arrested 

for marijuana possession in 
New York City were either 
black or Latino. Nor can dis-
proportionate enforcement 
be explained by 311 or 911 
complaints from the commu-
nity, where the NYPD’s own 
data show that many minor-
ity neighborhoods with few 
marijuana complaints had 
significant numbers of ar-
rests and summonses.

Consider the 105th Pre-
cinct in southeast Queens, 
whose residents lodged only 
253 marijuana complaint 
calls last year, but whose of-
ficers made or issued over 
2,500 arrests or criminal 
summonses — more than 
twice as many as any other 
precinct in New York City. 
As a recent New York Times 
headline put it, “Surest Way 
to Face Marijuana Charges 
in New York: Be Black or 
Hispanic.”

The impact of an arrest 
or criminal summons, and 
the possibility of a lifetime 
criminal record, also have to 
be considered. A night spent 
in jail is no joke. Nor are the 

collateral consequences of 
a guilty plea or conviction: 
you can lose your job, your 
housing, even your access to 
a student loan. And if you’re 
not a citizen, it could get 
you deported. Even a simple 
criminal summons can lead 
to an open warrant if the 
individual misses even one 
court date, which can dra-
matically escalate even the 
most benign future encoun-
ters with law enforcement. 
Does smoking a joint really 
merit bringing down the 
heavy hammer of the crimi-
nal justice system on some-
one’s head?

Plus, these prosecution 

policies are a tremendous 
waste of taxpayer resources 
and divert law enforcement 
attention away from more se-
rious crime. Crime is gener-
ally down in New York City, 
but that doesn’t mean serious 
violent crime has disappeared 
completely. From January to 
the end of July 2018, reported 
rapes were up 38 percent in 
Queens over the same period 
last year. Police and prosecu-
tors have better things to do 
than making busts in black 
neighborhoods for low-level 
marijuana possession.

In response to building 
pressure to reform this bro-
ken system, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio established a new 
marijuana policing policy. 
But it is full of exceptions 
based on a person’s prior ex-
posure to the criminal jus-
tice system that undermine 
its goal and will likely make 
marijuana enforcement even 
more discriminatory toward 
people of color.

Therefore, it is up to our 
prosecutors to take a stand 
and put an end to marijua-

na prosecutions. The police 
can’t police what prosecu-
tors won’t prosecute.

Take a look at what is 
going on in Manhattan and 
Brooklyn. Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney Cy Vance 
announced that, as of this 
week, his office will decline 
to prosecute almost all mari-
juana cases. And Brooklyn 
District Attorney Eric Gon-
zalez expanded his office’s 
non-prosecution policy to 
include marijuana smoking 
cases, after a pilot project 
produced a staggering 91 
percent reduction in low-lev-
el marijuana prosecutions.

Queens should not have 
to wait any longer for a sen-
sible and fair marijuana en-
forcement policy. I urge the 
Queens District Attorney’s 
Office to take bold action 
that will move our borough 
forward, and keep individu-
als out of the criminal justice 
system.

Rory I. Lancman
City Councilman

Hillcrest

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

There shouldn’t term limits for community board members
The NYC Charter Revi-

sion Commission is cur-
rently considering various 
changes to the city charter 
that would amend various 
governmental practices in 
our city.

Public hearings have 
been held, giving the people a 
chance to give their opinions 
on governmental matters 
that need to be changed or 
improved. The commission 
will then issue a report that 
will discuss findings and 
recommendations to change 
the city charter.

These changes will be 
brought before the voters for 
their approval or disapproval 

in the general election.
There have been proposals 

that community board mem-
bers should be term limited. 
I disagree with that stance. I 
have served on my local Com-
munity Board 11 for several 
years and have seen firsthand 
the importance of experience 
on my board.   

The institutional knowl-
edge that our seasoned 
board members possess as-
sists with decision making 
with frequent regularity. 

Many of the experienced 
people on my board have lived 
in their communities for long 
periods of time and under-
stand the needs and workings 

of those communities. 
This year six new mem-

bers joined my board. Last 
year, six other new members 
joined as well. We still have 
six vacancies on my board.  

I believe that we have an 
excellent mix in terms of di-
versity, age, and viewpoints.

My board is changing 
naturally, with longtime 
members gradually leaving 
the board and those posi-
tions being replaced by new 
people every year.

There is no need to re-
move from the board knowl-
edgeable unpaid volunteers 
who have served with dis-
tinction and integrity over 

the course of several years 
to better their communities.  

I believe that this is the 
case for many of the boards 
across the city. Term limit-
ing will result in weaker 
boards, in my opinion, be-
cause of the loss of experi-
enced members.

Every board member 
must renew their member-
ship every two years. The 
local City Council member 
and the borough president 
decide whether to reappoint 
the board member or not. 

If there are issues with a 
board member, that member 
may not be reappointed, so 
serving on a local board is 

not a lifetime appointment.
It is important that all 

community voices are heard 
on our community boards.

Even though boards are 
only advisory in nature, 
all sectors of the commu-
nity merit representation on 
those boards.

I would urge all com-
munity members who are 
interested to consider join-
ing their local boards. Ap-
plications (they are online 
at queensbp.org) are filed in 
January, with appointments 
announced in March. 

Henry Euler
Bayside

RORY LANCMAN
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Trends are something I 
wouldn’t say I’m great at pre-
dicting.

Years ago, when I was pass-
ing the Empire State Building, 
two tourists asked me if I’d 
take their picture. “Sure,” I 
said. They proceeded to hand 
me a phone.

“What the heck?” said I.
“Oh, you can take pictures 

with a phone now,” they told 
me.

Turns out they were shills 
for a tech company — Sony, 
maybe, or Samsung — and 
their job was to introduce the 
public to the idea that phones 
could double as cameras, and 
wasn’t that cool? 

I proceeded to write a col-
umn: “Just what we need, 
camera phones. Why not a bra 
that’s also a toaster? Shoes that 
dispense glue? How about a hat 
that can drive?”

So maybe I’m not always 
ahead of the curve, but I’ve 

been reading up on other 
trends recently, and these 
things are truly on their way... 
I think.

Running in the dark

Not running at night, when 
at least there’s a moon, but 
running on a track in pitch 
blackness. I don’t quite get how 
people survive this “sport,” 
much less why they want to do 
it in the first place.

But the Japanese footwear 
company Asics has debuted a 
“blackout track” that ostensi-
bly helps people concentrate 
— sorry, no, it helps them “be 
more mindful” as they say to-
day.

And I’d be pretty mindful, 
too, if I was worried that my 
next step could slam me smack 
into the idiot in front of me 
who is stupid enough to be jog-
ging in the dark.   

Male makeup

Men in China are suppos-
edly getting into cosmetics. 
Sales of guy goop are rising 
by double digits, according to 
Jing Daily, a Chinese report on 
luxury goods that quotes one 
22-year-old who said he dabs on 
concealer and some “brighten-

ing products” every day — but 
would never tell his dad about 
his habit.

China owes the popularity 
of this trend in part to celeb-
rity men willing to be the face 
of the new face, including the 
singer-actor Luhan, who is 
considered the Chinese Justin 
Bieber.

The slang for attractive 
young men with cosmetically 
flawless skin is “little fresh 
meat” — which is almost as 
easy on the ears as the guys ap-
parently are on the eyes, don’t 
you think?

Mayonnaise ice cream

I’m not sure if this is a real 
trend, or just something so 
gross that everyone is talking 
about it.

Either way, mushy, smushy 
Hellmann’s ice cream is the 
creation of Ice, a Scottish 
creamery with a somewhat un-
fortunate name that bills itself 
as an “artisanal” shop. (Speak-
ing of trends, is there anything 
that hasn’t been artisanal-ized 
yet?)

Anyway, Ice’s owner said 
the mayo-cream is a “full-on 
hit of fat, followed with an 
eggy, milky aftertaste.” Hard 
to resist with a description like 

that, right? But here we are, 
talking about it, so I digress.

Hearing aids that are

also not hearing aids

These sound (ha!) great. 
The tech company Ericsson 
predicts we might end up wear-
ing earphones qua aids all day 
long, in part to listen to our 
devices, but also to be picky 
about what else we hear. 

Future, programmable ear-
phones might allow us to only 
hear Person X in a room, and 
no other voices. Or they might 
let us muffle the sounds of our 
spouse’s snoring. And there’s 
always the hope that they will 
simultaneously translate for 
us, which would be amazing. 

Except if the foreigner is 
saying, “Where iz zee mayon-
naise ice cream?”

Pokémon meets Hilfiger

Designer Tommy Hilfiger’s 
new Xplore jeans come with 
so-called smart chips embed-
ded in them. Somehow, be-
tween the chips and an app on 
your phone, you can rack up 
points just by wearing your 
Xplore duds to certain places 
the brand is presumably part-
nering with.

It’s like Pokémon Go, but 
you’re the Pokémon. (Or the 
app. Or the sap.) And as you get 
rewards, Tommy gets the re-
ward of “figer-ing” out where 
you are, and how often you 
wear his clothes. 

Edible coffee cups

We’re talking cup-shaped 
“Cupffee” wafers that with-
stand heat and liquid, and still 
taste good when you’re done 
sipping. This idea is so obvi-
ous, I am kicking myself. (Or 
maybe that’s the guy jogging 
beside me in the dark.)

Fun laundromats

This one’s local! The super-
hip Celsious laundromat in — 
where else? —  Williamsburg 
features tables, chairs, a cof-
fee bar, and even a free cup of 
organic detergent (not to be 
mistaken for the coffee). Why 
we have been subjected to oth-
erwise dreary, soul-sapping 
laundromats for so long is a 
great question.

Why we need a camera in a 
phone is not.

Lenore Skenazy is the presi-
dent of Let Grow, and the found-
er of Free-Range Kids.

Tracking the trends of tomorrow ... today
COLUMNS

During World War II, our 
nation was strongly united 
in the war effort. Toward the 
end of WWII in 1945, there was 
more freedom of opportunity.

This was especially true 
in the Democratic Party, 
where members became 
split based on strongly held 
viewpoints.  

We had such a situation 
just before the Civil War, 
when the Democratic Party 
was divided at that time and 
a united Republican Party 

elected Abraham Lincoln 
president.

In 1948, the Democratic con-
vention was held in Philadel-
phia and the Democratic Party 
was also split at that time.

That year the vote was 
split three ways with the 
regular organization sup-
porting Harry Truman for 
president, the Dixiecrats 
backing Strom Thurmond 
and the progressives of the 
party supporting Henry 
Wallace for president. 

Meanwhile, on the Re-
publican side, Gov. Thomas 
Dewey of New York easily 
obtained the nomination of 
the Republicans and led a 
united party against the 
Democrats, who were divid-
ed into three factions.

In a situation such as 
this, political observers ev-

erywhere were predicting a 
landslide victory for Thomas 
Dewey over Harry Truman.

It was believed that the 
Democratic vote, split three 
ways, would sink Truman, 
and the polls showed Dewey 
far ahead.

The situation in 1860 was 
different from what it was in 
1948, while Lincoln was able 
to get the nomination for the 
Republican Party and go on 
to beat the Democrats in the 
fall election that year.

In 1948, President Tru-
man ran a hard-fought race, 
but Dewey was not running 
a tough campaign.

By the end of the cam-
paign on Election Night, 
Truman had beat Dewey by 
a 49-to-45 percent margin 
and was elected president 
after becoming vice presi-

dent in 1945 with the pass-
ing of President Franklin 
Roosevelt.

It seemed to be the case 
that so many people were so 
sure that Thomas Dewey was 
going to win that they didn’t 
bother to go to the polls to 
vote for him. It turned out 
to be the biggest upset in the 
history of American presi-
dential elections up until 
that time.

When we look at the 
forthcoming 2020 presiden-
tial election, two years from 
now, we can see a case devel-
oping whereby there are pri-
maries in both parties, espe-
cially the Democratic Party, 
that could lead to a situation 
similar to 1948. 

Someone might challenge 
President Donald Trump in 
the Republican primaries 

and when we look back at 
the Republican primaries 
in 2016, there were 17 candi-
dates running.

There may be at least 
several Democratic candi-
dates running in 2020 for 
their party’s nomination for 
president. One thing we can 
say for sure is that the next 
presidential election is going 
to be filled with points of tur-
moil as we move forward in 
the election process. 

In 2020, Hillary Clinton 
is not expected to run again, 
but there are numerous can-
didates, especially in the 
U.S. Senate and governor-
ships who might be interest-
ed in running. 

It will be interesting to 
see how the presidential 
marathon unfolds and con-
cludes in 2020.

A comparison of presidential races leading up to 2020

Lenore 
Skenazy

�

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

�

Political 
Action
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 The decision to include a spe-
cific question on citizenship on 
the upcoming 2020 Census is a 
controversial one, long suspect-
ed to be motivated by politics 
rather than practicality. The 
U.S. Census is intended to count 
all persons living in America, 
including non-citizens. Critics 
suggest that the inclusion of 
such a question, for the first time 
in nearly 70 years, is designed 
to suppress cooperation and re-
sponse rates in predominantly 
immigrant communities. 

Now evidence revealed in 
a federal lawsuit suggests that 
U.S. Commerce Secretary Wil-
bur Ross has long intended to 
add the question to the Census, 
well before such an addition was 

subject to rigorous review and 
over the objections of staff, com-
mittees and previous directors.

Critics include former Cen-
sus Director Kenneth Prewitt, 
who led the 2000 Census and 
said the question would almost 
certainly discourage coopera-
tion and run contrary to the con-
stitutional mandate to “count 
every person.” 

The consequences of an inac-
curate census are far-reaching. 
The Census guides and informs 
federal funding as well as deter-
mining seats in Congress and 
the Electoral College. 

For states like New York 
that are expecting to gradu-
ally lose population — either 
due to faster growth in other 
states or net migration — this 
will overstate the change in 
population. States that stand 
to gain from migration, such 
as Texas, will also lose in that 
the true extent of the popula-
tion increase and by exten-
sion their representation in 
Congress will be suppressed. 

In response to these con-
cerns, the American Civil Liber-
ties Union filed a lawsuit June 8 
on behalf of immigrants’ rights 
groups, including the New York 
Immigrant Coalition and Make 
the Road New York, which oper-
ates in Queens, claiming that 
the return of the citizenship 
question was motivated by “dis-
criminatory animus.” 

Officially, the Trump ad-
ministration has maintained 
that the reason for the inclusion 
of the citizenship question is to 
“protect voting rights” and they 
are doing so by way of guidance 
originating in the Justice De-
partment. However, the ACLU 
litigation has forced the release 
of government records, includ-
ing e-mails, in which Ross was 
adamant about reintroducing 
the “citizenship question” long 
before the purported date of the 
DOJ request in December 2017. 
The documents referenced con-
versations with Steve Bannon, 
at the time a key White House 
adviser and avowed “national-

ist” who has long opposed im-
migrations in all forms.

Though a key justification 
for the inclusion of the citizen-
ship question is that such a 
question appears on the Ameri-
can Community Survey, which 
compiles data for the Census, 
the origins of that justification 
have been found to come from 
Kansas Secretary of State Kris 
Kobach.  He is infamous for in-
venting claims of voter fraud 
perpetrated by undocumented 
immigrants without evidence.  
Kobach’s investigation stalled 
after near universal opposition 
from all states to turning over 
voter data.

 Critics have long held that 
such “voter fraud” investiga-
tions serve only to purge legal 
voters from voter rolls and 
increase the difficulty minori-
ties would have in reaching the 
polls. 

Kobach’s emails revealed 
that he, too, had spoken with 
Bannon about the “citizenship 
question.” In light of this evi-

dence, the federal government’s 
credibility is highly doubtful.

After testifying that the 
process had been initiated by 
the DOJ in December, Ross has 
backtracked on his testimony, 
admitting that the notion of a 
citizenship question was being 
discussed long before Septem-
ber. With the evidence that has 
come to light, the federal lawsuit 
will proceed to trial in the fall.

Legal or not, all New York-
ers would lose in a Census that 
intentionally attempts to under-
count undocumented persons 
and their families for political 
reasons.

The ACLU investigation has 
revealed beyond a shadow of a 
doubt the architect of the pro-
posed changes to the Census 
to be anti-immigrant forces de-
termined to suppress the votes 
of immigrants who are citi-
zens. The idea that such data 
was necessary to protect voter 
rights was always a flimsy jus-
tification and now a complete 
fabrication.  

Lawsuit reveals fl awed census citizenship question
COLUMNS

New Voices

JJ’s ROOFING 
All Work 100% 
Guaranteed! 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 4 GENERATIONS 
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DISCOUNT
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

DON’T MISS MAJOR WORLD
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/10/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

D’S END-OF-SUMMER DEALS!
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FUN FOR ALL AT 

JAMS FESTIVAL

1: Friday night performances are captured on cell phones for remembrance later.  2: In front of the Jamaica Performing Arts Center, the shows are non-stop, from musicians to dancers and 
back again. 3: Go ahead, take the iguana! It won’t bite. 4: Disney, Marvel, the characters of Animé, this concession has gear from all the fantasy lit  kids love these days. 5: Ten blocks of 
Jamaica Avenue are closed for two days to accommodate the JAMS festival, now 21 years young, and the food stands. 6: Bouncy house? Check.          Photos by Nat Valentine and Luis Zapata

1

2

5 6

3 4
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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Health Dept. commissioner resigns from post
BY MARK HALLUM

 
City Health Commission-

er Mary Bassett is stepping 
down from her position with 
the de Blasio administration 
in favor of an opportunity 
with Harvard University.

Bassett has worked to ad-
dress Legionnaires’ disease 
in multiple buildings through-
out Queens and recently 
helped make NYCHA housing 
smoke-free in July.   Her res-
ignation leaves First Deputy 
Commissioner Oxiris Barbot 
in charge as interim leader of 
the city agency.

The Department of Health 
has “confronted Ebola and 
Legionnaires’ disease, 
strengthened our city’s to-
bacco laws, and addressed 
the ongoing opioid epidemic,” 
Bassett said. “We have made 
family and child heath a pri-
ority, helped enroll tens of 
thousands of New Yorkers in 
health care, and reduced HIV 
infections to record lows. For 
the first time, we have made 
improving mental health a 
real priority, thanks to the 
incredible vision and effort of 

First Lady Chirlane McCray. 
Most importantly, we have 
infused all of this work with 
an unwavering focus on ra-
cial equity and social justice, 
creating a legacy that will im-
prove our city’s health in the 
years to come.”

In August and September 
2017, two residents of Parker 
Towers in Forest Hills were 
struck by Legionnaires’, in-
cluding 87-year-old Lenore 
Velazquez, who died of the ill-
ness. The other victim made a 
full recovery, and the Health 
Department announced the 
co-op was free of the disease 
just weeks later.

After 15 cases of Legion-
naires’ disease arose in 
Downtown Flushing, the Dept 
of Health  released a report il-
lustrating cases had spike 65 
percent in 2017.

But August 2015 had the 
worst recorded outbreak of 
Legionnaires’ disease in the 
state’s history when 133 Bronx 
residents were diagnosed and 
better regulations were put 
in place to prevent further 
cases.

“Dr. Bassett brought equity 

to the forefront of public health 
in New York City,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said. “She led the 
push to bring health centers to 
underserved neighborhoods 

and helped ensure New York-
ers struggling with opioid 
addiction received the care 
they needed. Her approach to 
public health is helping make 

New York City a better, fairer 
and more just city.”

As part of an ongoing ef-
fort to enforce federal regu-
lations prohibiting smoking 
in public housing, NYCHA 
announced a July 30 partner-
ship with the Health Depart-
ment under Bassett to cre-
ate an educational initiative 
to discourage smoking and 
help New Yorkers break the 
habit. 

Queensbridge Houses in 
Long Island City is North 
America’s largest public hous-
ing development.

“Mary has been an excep-
tional partner in bringing the 
vision of ThriveNYC to life. 
She has brought a deep un-
derstanding of the significant 
health disparities in com-
munities of color, which has 
led to significant programs 
and initiatives that make our 
city safer and healthier,” said 
First Lady Chirlane McCray. 
“Harvard is gaining a truly 
compassionate, whip smart 
public health expert and we 
wish her the very best.”

Bassett’s last day with the 
city will be Aug. 31.

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced city Department of Health 
Commissioner Mary Bassett will be stepping down from her post.  

Courtesy of Mayor’s office

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

State Assemblywoman Nily Rozic greets the new commander of 
the 109th Precinct, Deputy Inspector Keith Shine. The pre-
cinct, which covers Flushing and surrounding neighbor-
hoods, may be the mosty ethnically diverse in the city.  

Courtesy of Rozic’s office

The 103rd Precinct, which covers downtown Jamaica, has a long tradition of putting out a full spread — hot dogs alone 
won’t do — for its annual Night Out Against Crime event at at Rufus King Park.  Photo by Nat Valentine

It’s become an annual tradition at Flushing Town Hall, an art 
exhibit in August of works by FTH members, kicked off with 
a gala opening party.       Photo by Sherri Rossi

City Councilman Donovan Richards presents a $1,025,000 check to St. John’s Episcopal Hospital to help start work on a 
new Labor and Maternity Ward in Far Rockaway, which has been without one for several years.        Courtesy of Richards office

The INSITU Dance Festival, two days of constant performances 
at various locations along the East River waterfront, returned 
this year despite some dark skies.   Twitter
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Nominate
Your Favorite Place

QUEENS Family’s

Family Favorite Awards
Ice Cream Shop

Restaurant (Family Friendly)
Amusement Center

Academic Enrichment Program/Tutoring

Pizza Place

 NEW YORK
Parenting

GO TO  nyparenting.com/familyfavorite

Nominate a business & be entered into 
a drawing for a FREE
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCIELPPI

“Anyone who’s a chef, who loves 
food, ultimately knows that all that 
matters is: ‘Is it good? Does it give 
pleasure?’” — Anthony Bourdain

Sadly, that notion doesn’t apply 

if you happen to be a contestant 

on the Food Network’s funniest 

culinary boot camp competition, 

“Worst Cooks in America.”

Whether you’re a great chef or 

culinarily challenged, you should 

watch Rosedale resident and co-

median Marcus Ellis do his thing 

on the upcoming season, set to pre-

miere Sunday, Aug. 12, at 9 p.m. 

when Chef Robert Irvine returns 

to battle Chef Anne Burrell in a 

much-anticipated “Worst Cooks in 

America” rematch, where the re-

nowned chefs whip a roster of di-

sastrous cooks into tip-top shape. 

The chefs each lead a team of 

kitchen-challenged competitors 

though a grueling seven-episode 

competition designed to improve 

their culinary skills. In the Sept. 

23 finale, the contestant who dem-

onstrates the most impressive cu-

linary transformation is awarded 

$25,000 and bragging rights for 

their mentor. 

“Anne and Robert are fiercely 

competitive and our viewers are 

sure to enjoy their boot camp re-

union,” said Courtney White, gen-

eral manager and executive vice 

president of programming at Food 

Network and HGTV. “These ‘Worst 

Cooks’ competitors are hilariously 

inept when they arrive, and their 

journey toward kitchen excellence 

is a fun ride.”

In the season premiere, 14 of 

the country’s worst cooks enter 

boot camp with dreams of put-

ting their kitchen nightmares be-

hind them. Chefs Anne and Robert 

want to see what they’re dealing 

with, so they ask the recruits to 

make their signature dishes and 

the results are truly disastrous. 

After being sorted into teams, the 

recruits dive right into the deep 

end of the kitchen by learning to 

make a surf and turf dish. Then, 

the recruits on each team with the 

worst dishes are sent home. 

Ellis knows how to win audi-

ences over with his sense of humor, 

but will he take over the kitchen 

and impress his TV audience with 

some mean culinary skills? That 

remains to be seen.

In a recent interview, the 

cookin’ comic discussed his new-

found stardom, his kitchen mis-

haps, his family and the connec-

tion between cooking and comedy.

“My waistline is one connec-

tion that I’ve found. Doing comedy 

involves a lot of late nights, so you 

eat late at night. Being a comedian, 

you could do comedy almost 24/7 

in New York, so my waistline has 

fluctuated back and forth learn-

ing how to cook, or not learning 

how to cook,” Ellis explained.

COOKING 
COMEDIAN

Rosedale comic to star in ‘Worst Cooks in America’

Continued on Page 44

The episode is scheduled 
to air Sunday, Aug. 12. 

Courtesy of Food Network
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A lot of cool and pro-
gressive ideas have taken 
root in the Golden State, 
so it’s not surprising that 
Cornerstone Theater 
Company, a California-
based troupe, has come 
up with an innovative 
approach to producing 
plays. 

Drawing their in-
spiration and material 
from the residents of lo-
cal communities, the Los 
Angeles-based theater 
company decided to trav-
el to the east coast this 
summer. Their goal was 
to create a new play with 
and about the people of 
Queens.

Queens College has 
been hosting Corner-
stone’s first Institute 
Summer Residency out-
side of their home state 
since July.

Created in collabo-
ration with the Queens 
community and local 
residents, “The Cardi-
nal,”  written by Cusi 
Cram and directed by Ju-
liette Carrillo, focuses on 

Flushing, portraying the 
borough’s many differ-
ent cultural voices, not 
only in its story-telling 
but also in its design.

This weekend, you 
can experience some-
thing new and different, 
as both residents and 
professional actors per-
form the new production 
on stage at the Kupfer-
berg Center for the Arts: 
Goldstein Theatre at 
Queens College — locat-
ed at 65-30 Kissena Blvd. 
in Flushing —  Friday, 
Aug. 10 at 8 p.m. and Sat-
urday, Aug. 11 at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m.

Three Queens College 
students were selected to 
participate in all facets of 
the production, as part of 
a team that includes the-
ater-makers and artists 
from around the world. 

“We could not be 
more pleased and hon-
ored to be in residence at 
Queens College,” said Mi-
chael John Garcés, Cor-
nerstone Theater Com-
pany’s longtime artistic 
director. “The college 
represents the borough 

in all of its beautiful 
diversity and is deeply 
committed to equity and 
social justice, which 
makes it a perfect part-
ner for us. On a personal 
note, I lived in Queens 
for almost a decade, and 
am really excited to be 
coming back to the place 

where I started my ca-
reer in the theatre.” 

This immersive 
learning experience has 
been all about building 
new community-based 
relationships and con-
necting with locals to 
learn and share stories. 
In preparation, Corner-

stone company members 
have spent time over the 
past five months explor-
ing Queens by attending 
community meetings 
and events. For this pro-
duction, 12 members, as 
well as 13 Institute Par-
ticipants from across the 
United States and Can-

ada, have been in resi-
dence at Queens College 
to produce the play. In 
addition to Queens Col-
lege, other local organi-
zations including Pomo-
nok Community Center, 
The Central Queens Y 
and Flushing Town Hall, 
have provided develop-
mental assistance. 

“Cornerstone’s re-
ceived tremendous hos-
pitality in Queens. We 
are excited to put the 
community on stage with 
a beautiful theatrical 
production,” said Paula 
Donnelly, Cornerstone’s 
director of engagement. 

Guest playwright and 
New Yorker, Cusi Cram, 
is an educator and an ad-
vocate for women in the 
arts. She adapted “The 
Odyssey” to reflect the 
stories and histories of 
what it means to call 
Queens home for this 
world premiere play fea-
turing original music 
and a spectacular shad-
ow puppet portrayal of 
the urban landscape of 
The World’s Borough.

Cornerstone delivers a taste of Queens to Flushing

Continued on Page 44

"The Cardinal" is coming to Queens College with performances scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday this weekend. Courtesy of Megan Wanlass
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Answers in Sports

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, check 

TimesLedger’s website at WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM/SECTIONS/CALENDAR
BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Coco — A boy journeys into 
the Land of the Dead to 
seek forgiveness from his 
ancestors and lift a curse.
When: Saturday, Aug. 11, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Night from Across 
Golden Pond: Wonder 
— Based on the New York 
Times bestseller, “Wonder” 
tells the incredibly inspiring 
and heartwarming story 
of August Pullman, a boy 
with facial differences who 
enters fi fth grade, attending 
a mainstream elementary 
school for the fi rst time.
When: Monday, Aug. 13, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 235-4100

Movies Under the Stars: 
Argo — Acting under the 
cover of a Hollywood 
producer scouting a location 
for a science fi ction fi lm, 
a CIA agent launches a 
dangerous operation to 
rescue six Americans in 
Tehran during the U.S. 
hostage crisis in 1979.
When: Monday, Aug. 13, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Cunningham Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820

Movie Night at Alley Pond 
Park: The Lion King — A lion 
cub crowned prince is tricked 
by a treacherous uncle 
into thinking he caused his 
father’s death and fl ees into 
exile in despair, only to learn 
in adulthood his identity and 
his responsibilities.
When: Tuesday, Aug. 14, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:45 p.m.

Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

EVENTS

Mad Science Presents Spin 
PopBoom — This special 
event is all about awesome 
experiments. You will witness 
amazing feats of chemistry 
as we explore all sorts of 
spectacular reactions and 
marvel at our demonstrations 
as we release genies from 
bottles and spew massive 
columns of foam with the use 
of our catalysts.
When: Friday, Aug. 10, from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Where: Buz O’ Rourke 
Playground in Crocheron Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Tie Dye Event — Stop by for 
an afternoon of tie dye with 

Continued on Page 42
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 10-16, 2018

By Pete Canty

E-xtra
Across
1. October birthstone
5. Floor model
9. Like a retro carpet
13. All-night party
14. Go off
16. Stow, as cargo
17. Far-reaching 
societal grouping?
19. Privy to
20. Summer 
footware
21. Draw
22. Left at sea
23. Director Kazan
25. Tot's "bakery" 
products
27. Marathoner's 
mistake?
31. King Kong, e.g.
32. Desertlike
33. True partner?
37. Like some 
dorms
39. Located
42. Eastern 
discipline
43. ___ an era
45. Bad day for 
Caesar?
47. Triumphed
48. District 
Attorney's request 
to a jury?
52. Sicilian seaport
55. Potting need
56. China setting?
57. Play part
59. Play parts
63. Addict

64. Bar Harbor 
affair, perhaps?
66. Learned one
67. Herd member
68. Iroquoian 
Indian
69. Studied
70. Cupid's 
counterpart
71. Silent assents

Down
1. Planets and such
2. Graph or legal intro
3. Mary Kay rival
4. Hard to lift
5. Goes downhill?
6. Baseball stat
7. "Everything ___ 
go!"
8. Kia model

9. Like a banana 
peel, say
10. Vietnam's capital
11. Cherish
12. Rest room sign
15. Get ready to 
drive
18. Some surrealist 
works
24. Prefix with 
culture
26. August hrs.
27. Regatta, e.g.
28. Stratford-___-
Avon
29. Requirement
30. "___ Be" 
(Beatles hit)
34. First caucus 
locale
35. Prima donna 
problems

36. Hamlet, e.g.
38. Like pages 
of an old book, 
perhaps
40. Breyers rival
41. Testifiers
44. Controversial 
coat material
46. Pizzeria order
49. Mosque officials
50. Find
51. Jets set?
52. Remote button
53. Examine
54. Feudal lord
58. Seating section
60. Claudius's 
successor
61. Oklahoma city
62. Fr. holy women
65. No Clue

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ALL KNOTTED UP
E A C H C A C H E S P A N
R O L E O G L E D P O R E
O N U S P I A N O P I E C E
S E E M I L D A C T O R

W H I N E F A D E
S E E I N G C O L D S N A P
A M A T I R O O M Y U S A
P O P S C U R D S S T I R
I T O L A P P S S O F A S
D E N T U R E S S E R E N E

A N T E Y E N T A
O W I N G A I N T T A B
W O O D S T A C K S P U R E
N O T E S P R E E A R I D
S L A M P R E S S T E A S

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

am

the Kids in Motion staff. Bring 
an article of clothing for the 
tie dye activity. All other 
supplies will be provided.
When: Friday, Aug. 10, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Playground for All 
Children
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Silent Disco — This family-
friendly silent disco has 
music for everyone to 
enjoy. Three live DJs will be 
playing your favorite songs, 
with top 40, Motown, hip 
hop, R&B, and more.
When: Friday, Aug. 10, from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Unisphere at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshop: — Couture 
magic happens with 
everyday plastic bags by 
turning them into a large 
fashionable tote bag of 
your own brilliant design. 
This simple cut and fuse 
process, using an iron, turns 

throwaways into a colorful, 
customized tote bag.
When: Saturday, Aug. 11, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Night Hike — What lurks 
around at night? Find out 
as the Urban Park Rangers 
lead a hike through Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park under 
the cover of darkness, and 
discover the many animals 
that call this park home.

When: Saturday, Aug. 11, 
from 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Where: Albert H. Mauro 
Playground in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Detective Brian Moore 
Hero’s Run — The run goes 
from Resorts World to The 
Nutty Irishman (323 Main 
St., Farmingdale). Those not 
riding who want to honor the 
fallen hero may pay at the 
door of The Nutty Irishman. 
Food and Entertainment 

included. Cash Bar. Raffl es 
and 50/50 available. All 
proceeds go to The Brian 
Moore Memorial Fund. 
Donations can be made to 
VigilanceLEMC@gmail.com 
through PayPal (friends/
family) making notation for 
Brian Moore Memorial Fund.
When: Sunday, Aug. 12, from 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Where: 11000 Rockaway 
Boulevard
Cost: $30 per bike, $10 per 
passenger
Contact: VigilanceLEMC@
gmail.com

The Big Good Wolf — This modern day fairy tale, starring 
classic characters from The Three Bears and Little Red 
Riding Hood, fi nds Baby Bear and his friend Goldilocks 
making it their mission to help change the Big Bad Wolf into 
good. 
When: Tuesday, Aug. 14, from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

A Tango for Tita — Tita loves tango but doesn’t know 
how to dance. It’s up to Doña Chola, Don Gio, and little 
Gardelito to teach her to dance and win the tango 
competition.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 15, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Shakespeare in the Park: King Lear — King Lear has 
ruled for many years. As age overtakes him, he divides his 
kingdom amongst his children. Misjudging their loyalty, he 
soon fi nds himself stripped of all the trappings of state, 
wealth, and power that had defi ned him. Shakespeare’s 
great tragedy explores the notion of power — who has it, 
how one obtains it, and how one defi nes it.
When: Thursday, Aug. 16, from 7 p.m. to 10:15 p.m.
Where: Crocheron Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Continued from Page 41 
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BY MERLE EXIT

The JC Players are 
bringing a modern fa-
vorite to the stage in 
Middle Village with two 
weekend performances 
of “Legally Blonde: The 
Musical.”  

Show times are set 
for Aug. 11 at 8 p.m. and 
Aug. 12 at 3 p.m. at Unit-
ed Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 75-27 Metropoli-
tan Ave.

The musical works 
well, as sets are not the 
focus.  What demands 
the most attention is 
their chorus/ensemble 
of Delta Nu Girls and an 
imagined Greek Chorus, 
all on key and in sync 
with the dance steps.

“Legally Blonde: The 
Musical” is based on the 
2001 hit movie. The story 
follows Elle Woods (Sara 
Svezia), a sorority girl 
who wants to win back 
her boyfriend, Warner 
Huntington III (Navin 

Das), who went off to 
Harvard Law School. She 
had expected Warner to 
propose to her, but he de-
cided he wanted someone 
he felt fit his intellectual 
future.   

Elle passes the bar 
and gets into Harvard 
but once she gets there, 
she discovers Warner 
has already gotten a 
new girlfriend, Vivi-
enne Kensington (Vir-
ginia Harmon) to take 
her place and Vivienne 
wants to make sure she 
knows it.  

An opportunity comes 
up when Elle, Warner, Vi-
vienne and Enid Hoops 
(Christine Hinz) are en-
rolled in Professor Calla-
han’s (Mark York) class. 
Exercise guru Brooke 
Wyndham (Alicia Bro-
sky) is accused of killing 
her father and Callahan, 
who is defending her, 
needs the students to as-
sist in the case.  

Elle does not have 

much support from other 
students, who tend to 
make fun of her. How-
ever, teaching assistant 
Emmett Forrest (Thom 
Harmon) seems to be the 
only one willing to help 
her and eventually be-
comes her love interest.  

When Elle is in a bad 
mood, she tends to do 
two things: conjure up a 
mythical Greek Chorus, 
and go to a beauty salon 
to get her nails done. 
Paulette Bonafonte (Don-
na Falzon), is the mani-
curist who requests that 
she “spill the beans” on 
what’s bothering her.

Elle uses her soror-
ity past to help with the 
murder case, as the law-
yer and students are try-
ing to get an alibi from 
Brooke, a former Delta 
Nu. She’ll only reveal it 
to Elle. However, Calla-
han, who first saw Elle 
as being incompetent, re-
veals that the internship 
was due to his attraction 

to her. While alone, he 
tries to kiss her and is 
slapped.  For this she is 
fired, leaving her feeling 
that she does not belong 
in this field. Vivienne 
and Enid convince her 
otherwise. Brooke fires 
Callahan and requests 
that Elle take over and 
help solve the case. 

Kudos goes to the cho-
rus: Hannah Brown; Jo-
anna Freda; Nicole King; 
and Amanda Mikol. The 
ensemble’s singing and 
dancing also deserves 
praise. Svezia’s portray-
al of Elle — performed 

by Reese Witherspoon in 
the film and Laura Bell 
Bundy in the original 
Broadway show — was 
excellent and it was clear 
that she did not lack in 
her vocal ability. Falzon 
also gives a star perfor-
mance, belting out the 
song “Ireland.”  

Director Barbara 
Auriemma has a long 
resume of shows with 
the JC Players and it is 
evident that her talents 
don’t go to waste. Frank 
Auriemma is the Musi-
cal Director. Add cho-
reographers Christine 

Hinz and Jessica Helton 
and the show works well 
with just a few actors 
sounding a bit off-key at 
times.  

Anthony Faubion’s 
portrayal of Paulette’s 
new love interest, Kyle, 
was quite humorous and 
a Celtic dance between 
he and Falzon were well 
synchronized. The fun-
niest scene involved 
Hannah Brown’s role as 
Chutney, a key figure 
during the trial.

I highly recommend 
attending this communi-
ty theatre performance. 

Head to Middle Village
for stellar 'Legally Blonde'

Catch "Legally Blonde: The Musical" in Middle Village this weekend. Photo by Merle Exit
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“You have to be per-
sistent, you have to be 
focused and you have to 
make sacrifices if you 
want to be a great co-
median. I’m finding out 
that the same holds true 
about cooking. You have 
to be compassionate and 
that’s what I like about 
cooking. I’m becoming 
more passionate about 
what I cook and what I 
eat. I want to be a health-
ier eater – I don’t know 
about being a vegan but 
I’m on that path. I’m 
thinking about becom-
ing veganized.”

The comic has per-
formed for family, friends 
and fans all over New 
York at places like the 
West Side Comedy Club, 
Caroline’s on Broadway, 
Broadway Comedy Club, 
Eastville Comedy Club 
and New York Comedy 
Club. He’s taken his show 
on the road, too, and has 
an upcoming perfor-
mance scheduled for ear-
ly September in Arizona.

Like most New York-
ers, Ellis says he strug-
gles with this important 

question every day: “To 
cook or not to cook – to 
eat out or to eat in?” and 
admits his daily mantra 
is to control his blood 
sugar levels.

So, what was it like 
being on the show?

“Filming was an awe-
some experience,” ac-
cording to Ellis, who said 
he had the pleasure and 
honor of meeting both fa-
mous chefs. “They were 
great throughout the 
whole process and the 
staff was great; they let 
us know what was going 
to happen in each scene 
before it would happen. 
That way you could put 
your best foot forward 
and try to complete the 
dish that they had pre-
sented to us beforehand.”

“I wasn’t too nervous 
because I was so focused 
on getting the dish right 
and completing every 
step, so I couldn’t really 
focus on the cameras be-
ing there,” he added.

The show was filmed 
in early in 2018, in New 
York.

“When you’re on 
the set, you never know 

when you were going to 
be on camera, so you just 
had to go through your 
process,” Ellis recalled. 
“As you’re going through 
it, the production cast 
would ask you things 
like, ‘how do you feel 
about the dish? Do you 
realize you’re running 
out of time, you have five 
minutes left?”

While he was battling 
against other chefs, El-
lis said there was good 
chemistry throughout 
the kitchen.

“My competitors were 
great. They were friendly, 
outspoken, opinionated, 
and very competitive,” 
he said. “We also cheered 
each other on and tried to 
inspire each other to help 
us get through the chal-
lenge that was placed be-
fore us.”

If you’re wondering 
how the comedian was 
chosen as a contestant, 
Ellis said it all started 
when he answered an 
ad on Facebook and 
thought: ‘What do I 

have to lose?’ 
“For the why, I be-

lieve it was because of 
my charming personal-
ity. That’s all I can attest 
to it. I did several phone 
interviews, then a couple 
of Skype interviews, and 
I had to submit a video of 
me in the kitchen trying 
to cook a dish,” Ellis said. 
“Through that, I formed 
a relationship with the 
casting agent and they 
liked what they saw. I 
cooked ramen noodles 
and Italian sausage.”

He said he was asked 
if he was a terrible cook 
and if he had any cook-
ing skills. His answers 
made him a clear candi-
date for the show.

“I made several at-
tempts to try to cook, to 
no avail. It never worked 
out,” Ellis said. “I tried 
to cook my ex-girlfriend 
a Valentine’s Day Din-
ner and I undercooked 
the fish. I tried to make 
her a seafood dinner and 
I undercooked the fish 
and we ended up in the 
ER for the whole night. 
Hence, my ex-girlfriend,” 
Ellis quipped. 

Ellis said that ex-
perience has driven 
him to become better 

in the kitchen.
“Well, almost out of 

the demise of my ex-girl-
friend, I was like, ‘I think 
I need to try to learn how 
to cook.’ Because I love 
to eat — I’m not the slim-
mest person on the plan-
et — and I can’t just eat 
out for every meal of the 
day and can’t afford it. 
So, I had to step my game 
up and learn to cook,” he 
said.

Ellis grew up in South 
Jamaica before moving 
to Springfield Gardens. 
He went on to attend Bay-
side High School.

His family was very 
encouraging when he 
told them about his new 
“starring role.”

“Because there are 
about 20 of us in the 
house, they were like, 
‘Now that you’re on TV, 
maybe you won’t come 
back,’” he said. “Maybe 
you’ll get your own TV 
show and move out so 
there will be more bed 
space for someone else.’ 
Because I take the bed 
space of two or three peo-
ple, they’re hoping I con-
tinue on this path and 
become more successful, 
so they can get me out of 
the house.”

Continued from Page 39 

COOKING COMEDIAN

Queens comedian Marcus Ellis will be featured on an epi-
sode of “Worst Cooks in America” on Food Network. 
 Courtesy of Food Network

Two of the three 
Queens College students 
— Institute Participants 
who have worked as peers 
with the professional art-
ists — weighed in about 
their unique Cornerstone 
experiences.

Kayla Rivera, 21, is a 
“proud member” of the 
LGBT+ community, and 
said she loves to express 
herself through theater 
and improv.

“I’m very excited to 
bring this community 
piece to life both as a col-
laborator, and as a born 
and raised Queens na-
tive,” Rivera said. “So 
far, my experience work-
ing on the play has been 
incredible. I am lucky 
enough to have been 
cast in the show as the 
character, Rosalba, who 
is a friend of the central 
character.” 

“As someone who is 
both a Cornerstone Insti-
tute Participant, as well 
as a Queens community 
member, I’ve had a lot of 
fun bringing other in-
stitute participants into 

our community spaces,” 
Rivera added. “I feel con-
nected to both sides of this 
process and am so proud 
of all the work we’ve done 
so far in rehearsals. See-
ing all the work commu-
nity members have put 
into learning their lines, 
their blocking, and their 
characters has been 
so inspiring. I cannot 
wait to see a story about 
Flushing, Queens, be told 
by people who call Flush-
ing their home.” 

Claire Kostova, an-
other student who took 
part in the residency pro-
gram, said she has been 
working on a project 
which has been “growing 
and shifting and heav-
ily influenced by some of 
the notions brought up” 
in her theatre and dance 
courses at Queens Col-
lege.

“In just a few days, 
the Institute Program 
has provided not only 
tools but also specific 
questions that can allow 
a conversation to grow 
into a deep investigation 
with a community,” she 

said. “Cornerstone set 
out to create a very ambi-
tious play this summer as 
Queens is so big but also 
so diverse. How do we 
tell a single story which 
highlights that diversity 
when we have different 
needs and struggles, with 
such minimal amount of 
time?”

“Our program puts a 
strong emphasis on ex-
periential learning and 
joining with a profes-
sional theater company 
of this stature to produce 
a new work provides an 
incredible opportunity 
to provide hands on pro-
fessional training, as 

well as insight into the 
process of community-
based art making,” said 
Meghan E. Healey, Asso-
ciate Professor of Design 
and Chair of the Depart-
ment of Drama, Theater, 
and Dance at Queens 
College CUNY. “The In-
stitute is also special be-
cause of the art makers 
from around the country 
who come to work with 
Cornerstone and learn 
their methodologies, 
thereby putting our stu-
dents into peer level con-
tact with accomplished 
professionals whom they 
can collaborate and work 
with in future projects.”

The play’s main char-
acter, Sophie, embarks 
on a journey through her 
neighborhood in search 
of answers to questions 
about her family and 
home. Strangers and 
neighbors offer insights, 
but not everyone is what 
they seem. Will she find 
what she is looking for 
on the 7 Train? At a 
picnic in Corona Park? 
Amidst the flowers of a 
community garden? Or 
could the answers lie on 
a flight from JFK?

“One thing I have 
learned in 15 years of 
teaching at Queens is that 
the people here have tre-

mendous Queens pride. I 
think this play captures 
so much of what it means 
to live, work, and study in 
Queens, and what makes 
this place unlike any-
where else,” Healey said. 
“People from Queens 
have a special bond, to 
each other and to our 
borough, and I’m so ex-
cited to share this piece 
that really captures that 
with our neighbors and 
friends. I truly hope that 
all [TimesLedger] read-
ers will join us for this 
celebration of our neigh-
borhood and stay to talk 
with us about what we 
got right, or wrong!”

Cornerstone has been 
a leader in the commu-
nity-engaged arts move-
ment for more than 30 
years, working with re-
nowned playwrights in 
California, across the 
country, and interna-
tionally, to create highly 
impactful new plays.   

Tickets are pay-what-
you-can — with a sug-
gested donation of $10. 
For more information 
and to reserve tickets 
email info@cornerstone-
theater.org or call 1 (800) 
578-1335.

Continued from Page 40 

Cornerstone

Three Queens College students have been selected to participate in Cornerstone Theater 
Company's production of "The Cardinal." Courtesy of Megan Wanlass
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718 .445 .3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Rebuilding Together NYC, 

a non-profit housing organiza-
tion that rehabilitates homes 
and revitalizes communities, 
assisted in repairing longtime 
Springfield Gardens resident 
Jill McCoy’s house last week 
with the city’s Workforce 1 
trainees.

McCoy, 70, who is severely 
nearsighted , retired as a teach-
er in June and was happy to re-
ceive the free help in repairing 
her Hurricane Sandy-damaged 
home last Friday. 

“We were in the dark, trees 
were down, half the roof came 
off… it was rough, it was very 
hard and we had lost every-
thing,” said McCoy, who has 
lived in Springfield Gardens 
since 1990 with her two chil-
dren, granddaughter and her 
husband, who was an Army 
veteran overseas in Germany 
in the 1950s. 

Gutters and cable wires 
were also destroyed during the 
2012 hurricane, according to 
McCoy.

“Fortunately, the old win-
dows didn’t blow out, but they 
were badly damaged... because 
of all the wind, and the [cable] 
box ripped right off,” said Mc-
Coy, whose main concern was 
her late husband, who lost both 
his legs to diabetes and had 
hearing loss “from being the 

No. 1  cannoneer in the Army” 
before he retired in 1958. 

Her husband, Willie Lee 
McCoy died on March 19, 2014, 
months after Rebuilding To-
gether NYC started work on the 
roof of her house, when it was a 
much smaller organization and 
had very few funds. 

“I came out here after a week 
for the storm and then I went 
back to my home and closed my 
business and came back to take 

this job for six months,” said 
Seattle native Terry George, 
the director of Construction 
of Rebuilding Together NYC 
of five years. “When I got here 
there were three people in the 
office and we didn’t have a di-
rector and no money. We got 
four $10,000 grants from Home 
Depot and the only thing we 
were able to do at the time was 
replace that roof.”

Rebuilding Together is now 

capable of doing up to $5 mil-
lion a year in critical home re-
pair across the five boroughs.  
It has 12 full-time staffers and 
two AmeriCorps fellows and 
trains Workforce 1 trainees 
who are underemployed or 
unemployed, according to Re-
building Together NYC spokes-
man Avi Small. 

The nearly dozen Workforce 
1 trainees who are learning 
about construction and hoping 

to secure union jobs within the 
industry are getting hands-on 
training from George. They 
fixed the inside of McCoy’s 
home, her backyard and her 
sidewalk, and they are repair-
ing the siding of her house and 
the windows this week. 

Workforce 1 is apart of the 
city’s Small Business Service 
division, which is a career cen-
ter that helps to employ indi-
viduals. 

The full cost of the repairs 
to McCoy’s home, including 
the previous roof repair, will 
amount to around $60,000, ac-
cording to George. 

“The jobs in construction 
are booming and the work is 
there, and we help them get in 
there by providing basic skill 
sets and we help them to wrap 
their heads around what it 
means to be employable, what it 
means to get that job... and we 
try to get them practical expe-
rience,” George said about the 
trainees. 

Trainees receive hard hats, 
steel-toed boots, gloves, goggles 
and tools. They also are ex-
posed to three weeks in a class-
room for OSHA training and 
different certifications.

Last week was Diamond 
Fore’s first week doing the 
hands-on training, and she 
came from the Bronx to help 
with the repairs and learn from 
George. 

Nonprofi t repairs Springfi eld Gardens home

Jill McCoy, 70, a retired teacher and victim of Hurricane Sandy, is receiving free home repairs from Rebuilding 
Together NYC. Photo by Naeisha Rose

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
SmartAsset, a financial 

technology company, released 
a study last week comparing 
counties across the United 
States by measuring local 
crime rates and school qual-
ity relative to their effective 
property tax rates.  Among the 
city’s five boroughs Queens 
homeowners fared the best in 
terms of value.

Queens ranked ninth out 
of New York state’s 62 counties 
and was one of two counties 
within the city to make it in 
the top 10 in terms of value.

With its 0.84 percent proper-
ty tax rate, it received an eight 
out of 10 school rating, and had 
1,734 crimes per 100,000 people, 
according to the July 27 study.

In comparison, the state-
wide average rate for property 
taxes is 1.65 percent, accord-
ing to SmartAsset. Outside 

the city, tax rates in New York 
counties exceed 2.5 percent.

Queens had a better school 
rating then Richmond County 
(Staten Island), which had a 
seven out of 10 school rating, 
1,531 crimes per 100,000 people 
and .87 percent in property 
taxes, according to the study. 
Kings County (Brooklyn) had 
a .65 percent property tax, a 
nine out of 10 school rating, 
but 2,2276 crimes per 100,000 
crimes were committed there. 

New York County had a .88 
percent tax rate, a 10 out of 10 
school rating, but 3,183 crimes 
per 100,000 were reported 
there. The Bronx had a .95 
percent property tax rate, a 
six out of 10 school rating and 
2,540 crimes per 100,000 were 
committed in that county. 

Richmond, Kings, the 
Bronx and New York counties 
were ranked 10, 18, 40 and 55 
in terms of property tax value, 

according to SmartAsset. 
SmartAsset calculated the 

quality of schools by looking at 
the average math and reading/
language arts proficiencies for 

all the school districts in the 
country. It later assessed each 
school by state and ranked 
them from one to 10 with 10 be-
ing the best. 

Each county’s violent and 
property crimes were calcu-
lated per 100,000 residents, 
and the number of households, 
median home value and av-
erage property tax rate were 
used to examine the per capita 
property tax collected for each 
county. 

The ratio of tax collected 
in comparison to crimes and 
school quality helped Smart-
Asset to determine the rank-
ings of the different counties. 

SmartAsset based its in-
formation on figures from 
the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2016 
American Community Survey, 
the state’s Department of Edu-
cation, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations, the State Police 
and the Justice Department.  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Queens’ tax dollars go farthest among fi ve boros: Study

A study by SmartAsset determined that Queens homeowners get the 
most value in terms of property taxes than any other county within New 
York City.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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One Mets rookie may 
be playing himself into the 
team’s future plans. 

Jeff McNeil, 26, was called 
up to The Show July 24 and 
has done what he’s done 
throughout his minor league 
career: hit. McNeil was bat-
ting .333 with two home runs 
and four RBI in 13 games since 
being summoned to the big 
leagues. This comes after hit-
ting to a .311/.380/.443 batting 
line across six minor league 
seasons, all within the Mets 
organization. 

Taken in the 12th round of 
the 2013 MLB Draft, McNeil 

started receiving regular 
playing time at the big league 
level after the Mets shipped 
Asdrubal Cabrera to the Phil-
lies before the trade deadline. 
Thus far, he’s taken advantage 
of his opportunity and has 
proved to be a legitimate hit-
ter. 

Take Monday night’s 
game against the Reds as an 
example. The defense shifted 
the lefty-swinging McNeil, ex-
pecting him to pull the ball to 
the right side of second base. 
McNeil noticed the shift and 
adjusted his swing, hoping to 

Jeff McNeil has thrived for the Mets during his first 13 big league 
games. AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

Big changes are coming 
to the St. John’s men’s tennis 
program.

The university announced 
Tuesday that Dillon Pottish 
has been named the new 
head coach, replacing Craig 
Schwartz, who coached the 
team last season and was 
named the coach of the men’s 
tennis team at Appalachian 
State University. 

Pottish is a former four-
time All-American, ITA 
National Player of the Year, 
and 2012 NCAA Singles 
Champion.

“I am extremely excited 
to be at St. John’s, and the 
potential for the program is 
very high,” Pottish said. “As 
a native New Yorker, I’ve al-
ways been a fan of St. John’s 
so to be named men’s tennis 
coach is something I’m very 
proud of.”

Pottish joins St. John’s 
following a stint with the Co-
lumbia women’s tennis team, 
where he served as the assis-
tant coach. With the Lions, 
Pottish helped assemble the 
third ranked recruiting class 
in the country, the best in 
program history, and helped 
the squad improve its win to-
tal by seven wins in 2018. 

Before Columbia, Pottish 
was an assistant coach for 
both the men’s and women’s 
programs at Georgetown for 
the 2016-17 season. 

Prior to that, he was a 

graduate assistant coach for 
the men’s and women’s pro-
gram at NCAA Division III 
Emory University in Atlanta 
for two years from 2013-15. 
With his assistance, the Ea-
gles advanced to the NCAA 
Division III quarterfinals in 
both seasons and he also had 
players appear in the NCAA 
Division III Singles Champi-

onship.
Aside from his coaching ex-

perience, Pottish had a distin-
guished playing career, too. 
He won the NCAA Division 
III Singles National Champi-
onship in 2012 and finished 
as the national runner-up in 
2011. In 2012, he led Emory to 
its third NCAA Division III 

Freshman Ognjen Trejgut competes in the Big East Championship 
Tournament in April. Courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Mets rookie making 
strong fi rst impression

A new era begins
St. John’s men’s tennis program welcomes new coach

Zach 
Gewelb
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Team National Champion-
ship in school history with 
an undefeated 25-0 record.

During his career from 
2008-12, Pottish was ranked 
No. 1 in the country as a 
sophomore, junior, and se-
nior. He was named the 
ITA National Player of the 
Year in 2012 and compiled 
a school-record .874 career 
winning percentage (97-14).

Following his intercolle-
giate career, Pottish compet-
ed on the ATP World Tour 
for two years as well as play-
ing club tennis in Germany 
and Switzerland.

Pottish earned his mas-
ter’s degree in sports admin-

istration from Georgia State 
University in Atlanta with 
a perfect 4.0 GPA after com-
pleting his undergraduate 
degree from Emory.

Pottish will look to con-
tinue the Red Storm’s win-
ning tradition. The team is 
coming off of four straight 
seasons with double-digit 
victories and had won three 
consecutive Big East titles 
before losing in the Big East 
Tournament last spring. 

“I came here to win Big 
East titles, make runs in 
the NCAA Tournament, 
and help these young men 
grow on-and-off the court,” 
Pottish said.

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

hit the ball the other way. The 
result: a home run that landed 
in the second deck of the left 
field stands. 

That kind of approach at the 
plate has impressed manager 
Mickey Callaway, who has slot-
ted McNeil into the No. 2 spot 
in the lineup, where he has 
thrived. 

“Is this guy going to be a kid 
that, we might not have to find 
a second baseman over the win-
ter?” Callaway told reporters 
earlier this week. “You will, at 
times see him play other posi-
tions, but I think that’s our 
main focus, to see exactly what 
we have because this kid can 
hit. He can hit good pitching, 
he can manipulate the barrel a 
little bit, he can do some differ-
ent things — we saw him mov-
ing runners the other night, 
he’s got a great awareness at the 
plate, for the strike zone, so he’s 
looking more and more like an 
everyday player at this point.”

Batting high in the order is 
nothing new for McNeil, who 
often hit second during his ten-
ure in the minors.

“It’s where I’m most comfort-
able. It’s sort of where I fit my 

whole minor league career,” he 
said. “I like batting second, be-
cause get a guy on first base I can 
hook the ball into the four hole.”

The Mets believe they have 
a keeper in McNeil, who batted 
a combined .342 with 19 home 
runs, 71 RBI and a 1.028 OPS 
across Double-A and Triple-
A this season. He is an older 
rookie and will have to prove 
he can make the necessary 
adjustments at the plate as the 
league devises new ways to at-
tack him, but so far, so good for 
the California native. 

In a season that has been 

devastated by injury and inef-
fectiveness, McNeil has shown 
there is a silver lining. Perhaps 
the Mets should continue creat-
ing opportunities for younger 
players at the big league level. 
The club needs to find out what 
assets it has for the 2019 season 
and throwing the younger play-
ers into the mix now, in a low-
pressure environment, is the 
best way to evaluate them. 

It seems as if the Mets have 
found their future second base-
man. Who knows what other 
positions they could fill from 
within?

Continued from Page 47 

Mets

McNeil celebrates with his teammates after the Mets defeated the Reds 
6-4 Monday night.  AP

Continued from Page 47 

Tennis
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crimes happen everyday, but 
we’re not neglecting the issues 
there.” 

According to Huang, after 
an officer completes the pa-
perwork for an arrest at the 
precinct, it is sent to the DA’s 
office and the person is trans-
ferred from the precinct to 
the court at central booking, 
where the accused stays at a 

temporary detention center 
and posts bail to be released. 

Huang said when the per-
son who is suspected of com-
mitting the crime is arrested, 
it depends on their record and 
the value of possessions that 
were taken. 

“Anything above $1,000 is 
a felony known as grand lar-
ceny, and anything less than 
$1,000 is petty larceny known 
as a misdemeanor,” said 
Huang. 

Mancini said he notified 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) about the Whitestone 
break-ins. Avella had sent a 
letter requesting a “review of 
the matter” to the 109th pre-
cinct Commanding Deputy 
Inspector, Keith Shine. 

Huang said they have re-
ceived the letter and plan to 
schedule a meeting to discuss 
the matter. 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

bly passes more legislation that 
protects the rights of women to 
choose, to  protect immigrants in 
the state of New York, that even 
allow speed cameras to protect 
children in front of schools. For 
how many years have the Repub-
licans been stopping this kind of 
legislation from even coming to 
a vote?” Liu said.

Avella and former IDC mem-
ber state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) have argued that 
the Republicans, who have a nar-
row majority in the Senate, did 
not need the breakaway group 
so any coalition between the two 
would only benefit Democrats.

But Liu sees this as a “conve-

nient” argument that in the past 
couple years the Republicans did 
not need the IDC, which was in 
existence for about eight years 
and dissolved in April.

“The reality is that for many 
years [Republicans] needed the 
IDC. If anybody is under the 
delusion that [Senate Major-
ity Leader] Flanagan would be 
leader without these IDC lead-
ers, they’re out of their mind,” 
Liu said.

Stringer believes the IDC 
challengers, which include 
Jackson Heights activist Jessica 
Ramos, who is running against 
Peralta, are some of the best can-
didates the Democrats have ever 
fielded.

If elected, Liu is hoping to 
pass single payer health care, 
help codify Roe vs. Wade in New 
York state and help revive the 

speed camera legislation, which 
expired in July after it failed 
to pass in the Republican-con-
trolled State Senate.

“It would be important to 
have a partner in John who 
can bring the MTA in and hold 
them accountable from the 
state perspective,” Stringer 
said, referring to Liu’s years 
in the City Council when he 
chaired the Transportation 
Committee. “We need to have 
projects on time and on budget, 
and we don’t do either of those 
things. And we do need more 
accountability and the way you 
have accountability is through 
transparency.”

Liu lost to Avella by just 560 
votes in 2014. Voters will choose 
between them again on Sept. 13 
in the Democratic primary.

his own bill to create gifted 
and talented programs in 
every district in the city 
and advance courses to 
prepare students for the 
SHSAT.

 “The interesting thing 
is that the diversity is in mi-
nority communities. That’s 
where there are no gifted 
and talented programs, and 
that is a fact that the mayor 
doesn’t tell people... It’s a 
politically correct thing to 
say ‘we have to do this to in-
crease diversity,’ but we’re 
not helping the kids, we’re 
educating them. So you 
can change the plan, you 
can change the admission 
process, but if you’re not 
providing the best educa-
tion, you’re accomplishing 
nothing.”

According to Avella, the 
city Department of Build-
ings is slow to respond to 
complaints of illegal conver-
sions, something he partially 
blamed on the emergence of 
home sharing app Airbnb.

“With Airbnb now, some 
of these property owners 
are converting into mul-
tiple rooms and then list-
ing on Airbnb and the DOB 
is taking forever to go out 
and inspect,” Avella said. 
“We have some very active 
civics that are checking 
Airbnb and they’re sending 
me this stuff, where they’re 
advertising four baths, five 
apartments in a one family 
house... Dept. of Buildings 
is a revenue-generating 
agency. In other words, it 
raises more money than it 
takes to operate.”

The DOB could afford to 
hire a larger staff to keep up 
with calls and complaints, 
according to Avella, who 
advocated for banning de-
velopers and individuals 
with a history of consistent 
violations.

“If you’ve so consis-
tently violated the law, you 
should be prohibited from 
operating in construction,” 
Avella said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

ambulatory care center. 
“Baby-Friendly isn’t just 

about breastfeeding, it’s also 
about informing our expect-
ant mothers to make the de-
cision that’s right for them,” 
said Smilios. “They decide 
according to the benefits for 
the mom and baby and it’s an 
informed decision based on 
their choice, and we support 
them 100 percent.” 

According to Smilios, ba-
bies who are breastfed milk 
during the first six months of 
life have less chances for al-
lergies, respiratory diseases, 
problems with the gastroen-
terol tract, reduced risks of 
an ear infection, obesity, dia-
betes and fewer admissions to 
the hospital.

The hospital’s goals are in 
line with Healthy People 2020 
breastfeeding objectives put 
in place by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services to increase the num-
ber of infants who have ever 
breastfed to 81 percent and 
boost the number of infants 
breastfeeding at six months 
of age to 60.6 percent. 

To further reach mem-
bers of the community, the 
hospital offers breastfeeding 
education in several differ-

ent languages-- Spanish, Chi-
nese, Urdu and Hindi-- at pub-
lic libraries free of charge, 
said Smilios. 

“We talk about nutrition 
for the newborn as well as 
for these new mothers and 
eliminating high fructose 
items and having a diet that’s 
balanced and talk about the 
different food groups,” said 
Smilios. “It doesn’t stop here 
at the time of birth, it certain-
ly continues afterwards into 
the community.”

Gianina Enriquez, an 
early learning specialist at 
the  Queens Library branch 
in Corona, said she has more 
than 30 mothers attending 
the “Baby-and-Me” program 
every week. 

“The Spanish popula-
tion that we have there, they 
didn’t know where to go with 
their babies,” she said. 

Enriquez said her pro-
gram has grown tremendous-
ly with more mothers attend-
ing classes since the program 
began four years ago. 

“This is all free because 
we know the community is a 
part of us,” said Smilios. “It’s 
not just for the patients that 
are hospitalized, we want our 
babies to be healthy, too.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

grow their own food and sell 
it directly to a company while 
earning a decent living wage 
to invest in their businesses or 
improve their communities. 

Certified fair trade prod-
ucts include bananas, cof-
fee, tea and chocolate. But 
the product range has grown 
tremendously over the years 
in response to consumer de-
mand, so that fair trade cer-
tification now covers dozens 
of new products such as fruit, 
dried fruit, juices, cereal, veg-
etables, herbs and spices, and 
even sports balls, according 
to the Fair Trade Foundation 
website. 

Recognized fair trade orga-
nizations include Fair Trade 
USA, Fairtrade America, Fair 
Trade Federation, and Fair for 
Life. 

St. John’s University in 
Queens became a fair trade 
designated institution in 2017, 
working alongside Fair Trade 
Campaigns, a non-profit or-

ganization that designates 
universities, towns, congrega-
tions and schools. 

Raja said that in order to 
start a fair trade campaign 
in Queens, five requirements 
must be met: Building a team, 
reaching out to retailers, en-
gaging community organiza-
tions, contacting media and, 
finally, passing a resolution to 
be recognized as a fair trade 
town. 

“When you’re looking at a 
town, everyone you’re looking 
to put on your committee is a 
professional and has a family 
or kids... there’s no time com-
mitment,” said Raja. “That’s 
been my biggest challenge. 
I can’t move on to the other 
things without someone else, 
because I don’t want to make 
promises that I can’t keep.”  

Raja said she has been 
searching for people to help 
her contact retailers, engage 
the community, mentor her 
and lead the committee to 
make Queens become a “legal-
ly fair trade town.” 

Depending on the popula-
tion in a town, there must a 
certain number of retailers 

committed to selling fair trade 
products and a certain num-
ber of organizations that are 
non-retail locations, such as a 
YMCA or church to commit to 
serving fair trade products.   

“The Queens population 
is huge and I would need at 
least 60 retailers to sell two or 
more fair trade products, and 
at least 60 non-retail locations 
to be committed to fair trade,” 
said Raja. 

Raja said she recently 
joined the New York City 
Fair Trade Coalition, which 
is based on the fashion indus-
try making ethically sourced 
clothes. She signed up to be-
come a fair trade advocate for 
the coalition, and hopes to find 
people to join her fair trade 
committee. 

“It’s definitely something 
that’s not going to happen 
overnight,” she said. “It’s go-
ing to take a longer time than 
it would to make a college a 
fair trade.”

People who are interested 
in joining Raja’s fair trade 
committee or learn more can 
send an email at queensfair-
trade@gmail.com.
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Free Synagogue of Flushing

HIGH HOLIDAY AND SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

No High Holiday Tickets Required. PLEASE RSVP: (718) 961-0030

Cantor Laura Stein grew up in Scarsdale, New York and attended 
Westchester Reform Temple where her family still belongs. Laura 
studied Spanish Literature at Washington University in St. Louis 
and has lived in Chile, Peru, Iceland, Tanzania and Israel!

She is passionate about pastoral care and the role of music in 
healing and prayer. In addition to her cantorial work, Laura also 
received an MSW from New York University in May of 2018. She 
is eager to find a way to combine her musical interests with her 
passion for counseling and social justice.

Cantor Stein officially began July 1st conducting Friday and 
Saturday Sabbath services. She will bring her beautiful voice and 
Cantorial artistry to our High Holiday services beginning Sunday, 
September 19th at 7:30 PM as we welcome the new year of 5779.

SEPTEMBER

SABBATH SERVICE

CONGREGATIONAL SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION

SUKKOT RSVP MANDATORY

Sunday
Monday

Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday

 

Friday Nights

Friday

Sunday

Erev Rosh Hashana

Rosh Hashana Day 1

Children’s Service

Tashlich Service

2nd Day Informal Service (White Building)

Kol Nidre Service

Yom Kippur Morning

Children’s Services/Stories

Garden Break

Yom Kippur Afternoon & Yizkor Service

Q&A

Yom Kippur Neila

Break the Fast

Saturday Morning Torah Study

Singing, dancing, flags and apples, 

Special Oneg Shabbat

Centennial Garden

Sukkah Decorating

Lulav Assembling

Children’s Story

Buffet Luncheon

Brief Sukkot Service

9th
10th

11th
18th
19th

7:15PM

September 28th

September 23rd

7:30PM
10:00AM
12:30PM

2:30PM
10:30AM

7:30PM
10:00AM
12:15PM

1:00PM
3:00PM
4:00PM
5:00PM
6:45PM

10:30AM

7:15PM

12:00PM - 2:00PM

RSVP FOR EVENTS BY PHONE, EMAIL, OR WEBSITE

Join Us For Our Adult Education Programs and Religious School Education

Sign Up For A Tour of Our Historic 101 Year Old Sanctuary

Free Synagogue of Flushing 

LAURA STEIN, Cantor , Executive Director
, President

SOUKSAVAT SOUKHASEUM, Director of Community Affairs
Jenifer Rosenberg, Offi ce Manager


