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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
City Comptroller Scott 

Stringer released a report 
last week on Black Women’s 
Equal Pay Day and revealed 
that the wage gap for this 
group compared to better 
paid white men in 2016 was 
the highest in the country. 

According to the report 
released Aug. 5, black wom-
en working full-time lose 
over $1.2 million in earn-
ings on average over a 40-
year career.   

The report, titled “Inside 
the Gender Wage Gap, Part I: 
Earnings of Black Women in 
New York City,” said black 
women working full time 
in the city made 57 cents 
for every dollar of a white, 
non-Hispanic man, which 
amounted to $32,000 on aver-
age. 

The wage gap for black 
women in the city was larg-
er than black women in the 
state and the United States, 
according to the report. In 
the city the wage gap was 
43 cents, while in New York 
state the wage gap was 34 
cents and nationwide it was 
37 cents. 

Black women would have 
to work an additional 30 

Family appeal to 
keep Ecuadorian 
falls on deaf ears

LAST RITES

Plea ends with deportation

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The family of Edisson Bar-

ros was waiting anxiously for 
New Jersey federal immigra-
tion Judge Mirlande Tadal to 
reach a conclusion about the 
Queens taxi driver’s impend-
ing deportation to Ecuador on 
Aug. 14 when they were heart-
broken by bad news.

Barros would not be grant-
ed the right to stay in the Unit-
ed States, where he has lived 
for 23 years and raised his 
two daughters, who were both 
born in the country.

“We are completely de-
stroyed, we’re devastated. We 
worked so hard on this and I 
don’t know how to explain it 
but we are completely devas-
tated,” Irene Teran, Barros’ 
neice, told TimesLedger as 
the Maspeth resident was on 
his way back to Ecuador. “We 
don’t know what’s going to 
happen next.”

City Councilman Francis-
co Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
joined Barros’ family in their 
appeal to Tadal to spare the 
Ecuadorian immigrant and 
Maspeth resident after he was 
arrested while walking his 
dog May 5.

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45
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Big wage gap 
in city harms 
black women

The only weekly mass in Queens conducted in the ancient form — all in Latin — is losing its home in a 
hard-to-find chapel in St. John’s Cemetery, now slated for demolition.     
See photos on Page 28.                  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
A federal judge has grant-

ed a request by Brooklyn 
U.S. Attorney Richard Dono-
ghue for the permanent de-
tention of four alleged MS-13 
gang members charged with 
crippling a Jamaica man in 
2016.

Shortly after the Aug. 
3 arraignment and indict-
ment of Melvi Amador-Rios, 
27, Santos Amador-Rios, 
31, Yan Carlos Ramirez, 28, 
and Antonio Salvador,30, , 
U.S. Attorney Richard Dono-
ghue asked that the four re-
main detained, because he 
believed that they were a 
“flight risk” and a “danger 
to the community.”

The court order for per-
manent detention of the four 
men was granted by Brook-
lyn Magistrate Judge Mari-
lyn Go Aug. 3, after Dono-
ghue presented evidence 
that the men were suspected 
MS-13 members and would 
possibly try to flee before a 
trial date was set.

Donoghue presented eight 
photographs of the four men 
displaying MS-13 gang signs, 
exhibiting MS-13 tattoos and 

tattoos of the initials of one 
of its chapters on their body, 
as well as wearing the blue 
and white MS-13 colors and 
standing in front of an MS-13 
mural to make his case. 

MS-13, formally known 
as La Mara Salvatrucha, is 
a violent transnational orga-
nization operating through-
out Central America and 
the United States and has 
its central leadership based 
in El Salvador, according 
to Donoghue. MS-13 leaders 
send out directives to newer 
members to kill witnesses, 
rival gang members and de-
fecting members, he added. 

The four men were ar-
rested on charges of con-
spiracy to commit murder, 
attempted murder, assault, 
racketeering and discharg-
ing a firearm during a crime 
of violence in which a then 
16-year-old boy was beaten 
up on 179th Street and 90th 
Avenue in Jamaica on Oct. 
23, 2016, the U.S. attorney 
said. 

The teenager is a sus-
pected 18th Street gang 
member from a rival group, 
according to Donoghue. 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
City Councilman Costa 

Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
chairman of the Committee on 
Environmental Protection, in-
troduced legislation to protect 
residents from unsanitary wa-
ter supplies coming from build-
ings with storage tanks kept in 
poor shape by landlords and 
building managers.

Constantinides’ bill would 
abolish an aspect of the sys-
tem that gives landlords fore-
warnings of inspections, thus 
allowing them time to clean 
their buildings’ water tanks 
before city Health Department 
inspectors can make an exam-
ination to improve the accura-
cy of assessments and protect 
residents.

“New Yorkers shouldn’t 
have to worry about what will 
come out of the faucet when 
they get a glass of water. Unfor-
tunately, that appears to be the 
case for many, especially our 
low-income residents, as loop-
holes are exploited to misrep-
resent what’s in these water 
tanks,” Constantinides said.

The bill was introduced 
last Friday by Constantinides 
in front of Astoria Houses, a 
NYCHA complex, alongside 
Bronx Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, City Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson (D-Manhattan) 
and Claudia Coger, the Astoria 
Houses Tenants Association 
president.

“I’m glad that our council-
man is concerned enough to 
present legislation that will 
insure that this type of poison-
ous oversight doesn’t happen 
again. We have to be able to 
trust the water. In light of what 
we’ve seen in recent months at 
NYCHA, trust is a rare com-
modity,” Bishop Mitchell Tay-
lor, co-founder and CEO of Ur-
ban Upbound, said.

According to the elected of-
ficials, the bill would not only 

protect tenants, but would give 
the city a clearer picture of 
what toxins, bacteria or ver-
min carcasses end up in wa-
ter tanks across the city. The 
results of the surprise exams 
would be posted online for ten-
ants to review and compare to 
other buildings.

“The reports on contamina-
tion in NYCHA water tanks are 
unacceptable. NYCHA needs 
to make sure residents’ water 
is safe to drink. NYCHA needs 
to get its act together – quickly. 
The hundreds of thousands of 
New Yorkers who live in NY-
CHA buildings deserve bet-
ter,” Johnson said. “Council 
member Costa Constantinides’ 
bill is the first step in holding 

NYCHA accountable, and I 
look forward to working with 
him on behalf of all NYCHA 
residents,” Johnson said.

Landlords are already re-
quired to submit annual in-
spections of tanks, but many 
are completed after the tanks 
have already been cleaned, ac-
cording to a press release from 
Constantinides office.

Between 2015 and 2017, fewer 
than half of the 10,000 buildings 
in the city with water towers ris-
ing above six stories had filed in-
spections, the councilman said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Water tanks in buildings will have surprise inspections by the Dept. of 
Health and Mental Hygene if a bill by Councilman Costa Constantinides is 
passed. Photo by RoofTechse/commons.wikimedia.org

Bill targets water tanks MS-13 gang suspects 
detained pending trial

Alleged MS-13 members were not granted bail out of fear that they 
might be a flight risk and a danger to the Jamaica community. 

Courtesy of U.S. Attorney’s office

Continued on Page 45

Councilman wants inspections to protect tenants
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Jamaica artist featured in digital art wall
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
A digital art wall was in-

stalled in Jamaica in front of 
the 165th Street Mall and the 
first person to have her work 
displayed was Jamaica artist 
Jocelyn Goode of CultureCo-
coa Arthouse, a non-profit 
that provides art and graphic 
design classes to kids who 
otherwise would not be able 
to afford them. 

The July 26 event was spon-
sored by City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) and 
includes a first-of-its-kind illu-
minated modular art wall that 
stands six feet by eight feet and 
is constructed with two-way 
art panels that feature a night-
time luminescence because of 
a special LED-backlit canvas. 

“Downtown Jamaica is 
transforming right before our 
eyes, and this innovative art 
wall will help showcase what 
makes this community so spe-
cial,” said Lancman. 

Goode’s inaugural four 
pieces center on the theme of 

“Jamaica on the Move,” which 
was inspired by a half-day 
street art session that was held 
in May with area students, res-
idents, workers and passerby.

Her colorful work includ-
ed local residents or shop-
pers of different ethnicities 
drinking coffee, hanging 
out with friends, sitting in a 
community garden, and us-
ing their cell phones, while 
fading into the background 
of their environment. 

“This art represents the 
residents whose humanity be-
comes more apparent when we 
take a moment to slow down 
and inhale all that makes Ja-
maica so special,” said Ms. 
Goode.

Totem, an urban design 
firm located in Brooklyn, cre-
ated the art wall, which sits on 
top of a repurposed Jersey bar-
rier that is easily moveable.

“The dynamic and ever-
changing nature of busy 
urban spaces like the 165th 
Street Mall can make navigat-
ing them a challenge, but we 

viewed that as an opportunity 
to create something beautiful 
and transformative,” said J. 
Manuel Mansylla, principal 
and creative director at Totem. 
“Elevating a ubiquitous object 
like the common Jersey bar-
rier into this pop-up art wall 
not only helps empower local 
artists to showcase their work, 

but also temporarily trans-
forms the streetscape into a de 
facto public art gallery.”

Helping to organize the 
event was the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation, a 
community development orga-
nization that formed in 1967 to 
spur the creation of new busi-
ness and enhance Jamaica.

“We wanted to develop a 
simple place-making amenity 
that would marry captivating 
public art with a unique light-
ing activation to tell the story 
of the neighborhood and en-
liven the district at all hours,” 
said Greater JamaicaPresident 
and CEO Hope Knight. 

GJDC has already put out 
a request for proposals for 
other artists’ work and hopes 
to hear back from them later 
this year. 

Goode, who is an artist, de-
signer, educator and communi-
ty advocate, hopes her artwork 
will bring attention to her or-
ganization, CultureCocoa, be-
cause she is looking for a facil-
ity to teach her art and graphic 
design classes. She has worked 
to spread her knowledge of art 
to foster kids and incarcerated 
youths. 

“I have innovative ideas to 
help people sustain themselves 
after jail and foster care…and 
I want them to use those skills 
to take care of themselves,” 
said Goode. 

City Councilman Rory Lancman (second from l.) poses with a digital art 
wall that was recently installed in Jamaica.  Courtesy of QEDC

First-of-its-kind initiative showcases transformation of downtown Jamaica
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The 28th Hong Kong 

Dragon Boat Festival faced 

heavy rains and thunder 

last weekend, but that 

did not stop an estimated 

50,000 attendees from go-

ing to the two-day multi-

cultural sporting event and 

waiting out the showers to 

see the races at Meadow 

Lake in Flushing Meadows 

Corona Park.

There were over 200 

teams and more than 2,500 

participants in this year’s 

races last weekend, com-

peting in custom-made 

teak boats sporting dragon 

heads. 

Leading one of the NYPD 

teams that raced during 

the festival was Brittany 

Hawkrigg, a police officer 

from Manhattan.

“We are all from differ-

ent precincts from all five 

boroughs,” said Hawkrigg. 

“We were racing in the 

names of our fallen offi-

cers who have given the 

ultimate sacrifice, so all 

of our boats were raced in 

their name.”

One of the NYPD boats 

was dedicated to slain 

Officers Wenjian Liu of 

Brooklyn and Rafael Ra-

mos of Glendale, who were 

murdered in 2014 as they 

sat in their patrol car on a 

Brookyn street. 

On the dragon boat 

Hawkrigg served as a pacer.

“Myself and the other 

person on the front of the 

boat set the pace for the en-

tire race,” said Hawkrigg. 

“If we start out fast, the 

rest of the team has to fol-

low and so forth.”

Hawkrigg’s team of 12, 

which also included a drum-

mer and a stirrer, started 

practicing in February to 

get ready for the race. 

Another team at the 

race was Flushing Bank.

Mike Bingold served as 

an engine for the bank’s 

team.

“The engine are the 

strong people in the middle 

of the boat,” said Bingold. 

Judy Ang, who learned to 

drum two years ago served 

as the team’s drummer. 

“I’ve been participating 

in the dragon boat race for 

20 years,” said Ang. “I like 

that we are coming togeth-

er and working together 

like we do at the branch.” 

One of the newest at-

tendees was Susanna Col-

lerd, who moved to Kew 

Gardens from Chicago 

over three years ago. She 

came to the event for the 

first time with her sons 

Calixto, 5 and Fausto, 2. 

“We are having a good 

time,” said Collerd. 

Calixto, who played with 

the rocks and splashed his 

feet in the water, was hap-

py to just be near Meadow 

Lake. 

“I like the water,” said 

Calixto. 

Fausto was more inter-

ested in playing in the mud 

as his mom ate arepas, a 

Colombian cuisine. 

Another transplant to 

Queens enjoying her first 

time at the festival was 

Woodside resident Jane Zhu, 

originally from Beijing. 

“It’s very interesting 

and I got so many gifts,” 

she said showing off a 

dragon toy she got for her 

daughter Judy, 6.

At the event Judy also 

learned how to make a pa-

per boat. 

“I love the toy,” said 

Judy. 

SLAIN OFFICERS HONORED AT DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL

(From l. to r.) The NYPD raced during the Dragon Boat Festival to honor fellow officers that died in the line of duty. Susanna Collerd moved to Kew Gardens from Chicago more than three 
years ago and was enjoying her first Dragon Festival with her sons Calixto, 5, and Fausto, 2. The Hong Kong Dragon Boat racing started when local fisherman tried to save the life of a 
legendary poet named Qu Yuan from drowning in 278 B.C., a scene recalled when one of the 2018 dragon boats capsized in Queens. Photos by Bruce Adler, Naeisha Rose, and Luis Zapata
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Attacks on the free press  
are attacks on 

American values

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM

T he necessity of a trusted free press 
to the health of American democracy 
has been undisputed since the found-

ing of our republic — until now.
In recent weeks, the journalists 

of our free press have been slan-
dered as “Enemies of the Peo-
ple” — not by a foreign power 
or fringe group, but by the Pres-
ident of the United States, the 
nation’s highest officer sworn to 
protect the Constitution enshrin-
ing the First Amendment rights 
those journalists exercise daily 
for the benefit of us all.

But President Trump’s casual 
use of this Soviet epithet is only 
the most egregious example of 
a years-long campaign to de-
stroy public trust in the news 
media and erode the ability of 
the Fourth Estate to hold our 
government and politicians ac-
countable. The President rou-
tinely denounces factual re-
porting as “fake news” while 

for trying to get both sides of 
an issue.

Editors and reporters across 
the country are standing together 
this week to denounce the attacks 
demonizing our profession and 
seeking to sabotage our ability 
to hold the people in power ac-
countable for their actions.

And we ask you, the readers 
we work for, to stand with us.

Defending our free press from 
attacks by politicians and special 
interests should be a cause that 
rises above party, ideology, race, 
or any of the other fault lines 
along which some are seeking 
to divide our country. It goes 
to the heart of what America 
stands for, and is vital to the 
survival of government of the 
people, by the people, and for 
the people.

As women’s rights pioneer and 
investigative journalist Ida B. 
Wells wrote in 1892: “The peo-
ple must know before they can 
act, and there is no educator to 
compare with the press.”

local papers vying to capture 
readers, but the TimesLedger 
reporters still run into road 
blocks trying to cover commu-
nity boards, cops and schools.  
Freedom of Information re-
quests are sometimes ignored 
or answered far after the official 
deadline for a response and city 
agencies routinely ask report-
ers to email questions that can 
languish for days in a no man’s 
land.  And these queries are on 
regular news stories, not inves-
tigative pieces.

We have faced barriers on 
ambitious projects to track the 
murders of young black men in 
southeast Queens, to expose the 
convoluted system for choosing 
school board members in the bor-
ough and to shed light on how 
many projects funded by our 
City Council members actu-
ally get built. 

All of us labor too hard to 
bring accurate, timely stories to 
readers to be accused of produc-
ing “fake news” or stonewalled 

world’s first constitutional de-
mocracy fails in its historic role 
as a beacon of freedom to all of 
humanity.

Trump is by no means alone, 
however, in the systematic at-
tack on the role of the free press. 
On Aug. 12, Mayor de Blasio 
had a New York Post reporter 
hauled away by police after he 
asked the mayor for comment 
on the paper’s recent story on 
the many meetings he and his 
top aides have had with lobby-
ists — meetings which de Bla-
sio had pledged as a candidate 
to disclose on a monthly basis, 
but only recently began reveal-
ing after four years in office, and 
only because of relentless pres-
sure from the news media.

The work our reporters do in 
the neighborhoods we cover is 
as important as reporters tak-
ing leaders to task in City Hall 
and Washington, D.C. 

Queens has one of the most 
competitive news markets in the 
country with about two dozen 

trumpeting media outlets push-
ing propaganda, conspiracy the-
ories, and outright lies as legit-
imate reporting. In short, the 
role of America’s free press is 
under attack — and with it, our 
nation’s founding values.

Without a free press that is 
justly trusted as a source of im-
partial truth, politicians and spe-
cial interests have unchecked rein 
to lie, dissemble, and manipulate 
reality with impunity. Without 
journalists who are free to ques-
tion public officials and demand 
information on government ac-
tions, the institutions which are 
supposed to protect and serve us 
cannot be trusted to do either. 
Without political leaders who re-
spect the value of our free press 
to the American way of life, the 
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22 charged in Queensbridge drug bust: Brown
BY MARK HALLUM

A group of 22 men and women 
from Long Island City, Jackson 
Heights and South Ozone Park 
have been charged with weap-
ons and drug offenses follow-
ing a year-long investigation of 
their operations in and around 
Long Islant City’s Queensbridge 
Houses, the largest public hous-
ing facility in North America, 
the Queens district attorney 
said.

After a suite of undercover 
drug buys, police arrested the 
individuals who allegedly were 
selling heroin, cocaine and 
marijuana and later recovered 
four firearms after executing 
search warrants at nine loca-
tions across the NYCHA hous-
ing development, according to 
Queens DA Richard Brown.

“This investigation is anoth-
er example of police and pros-
ecutors working together to re-
duce drug dealing that too often 
plagues our neighborhoods,” 
Brown said. “We are committed 
to continue to employ aggressive 
and innovative tactics to track 
down and prosecute drug deal-
ers and other criminals who 
seek to terrorize our commu-

nities. It is imperative that we 
stop those who would flood our 
streets with drugs and lure our 
children into lives of crime.”

NYPD Commissioner James 
O’Neill commended the work of 
the Queens Narcotics Division, 
among other law enforcement of-
ficers, for the work they carried 
out in Queensbridge Houses, 
which consists of 96 buildings, 
3,142 units and accommodates 
about 6,907 people.

“To keep driving crime and 
disorder down past already 
record-lows in New York City, 
it is imperative that we identify 
and dismantle illegal narcotics 
organizations like this one. The 
people who live and work in all 
of our neighborhoods deserve to 
be safe from drug-dealing and 
its associated violence,” O’Neill 
said.

May 2017 marked the end of 
a somewhat peaceful period of 
about a year and a half in which 
crime and violence were not as 
common as in years prior in 
Queensbridge.

The housing complex has 
come a long way since the 1980s 
and ‘90s when it was a violent 
drug hub. In 1986 alone, the pub-
lic housing development, which 

spans six blocks north of the 
Queensboro Bridge, had more 
murders than any NYCHA 
complex in the city. It is one of 
15 developments accounting for 
up to 20 percent of violent crime 
in public housing, according to 
NYPD crime statistics.

The Mayor’s Action Plan 
for Neighborhood Safety, Ja-
cob Riis Settlement House’s 696 
Build Queensbridge program 
funded through the office of 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) along with 
Bishop Mitchell Taylor of Urban 

Upbound, a community organi-
zation dedicated to improving 
public housing spaces at Queens-
bridge, have been credited with 
the somewhat temporary lull in 
violent crime in Queensbridge 
throughout 2016 and 2017.

“To keep driving crime and 
disorder down past already 
record-lows in New York City, 
it is imperative that we identify 
and dismantle illegal narcotics 
organizations like this one,” 
O’Neill said. “The people who 
live and work in all of our neigh-
borhoods deserve to be safe from 

drug-dealing and its associated 
violence.”

According to crime statis-
tics, shooting incidences in the 
114th Precinct, which covers 
Queensbridge, have increased 
350 percent within the past 28 
days compared to the same time 
frame from last year.

“We focused specifically on 
the Queensbridge Housing De-
velopment due to the violence in 
and around the development,” 
NYPD Deputy Inspector Donald 
Boller said at an press confer-
ence Aug. 9 at Police Headquar-
ters and added that the spike 
in violence at the development 
could be related.

 Four of the individuals ar-
rested in the Queensbridge 
takedown are believed to be af-
filiated with gangs, Boller said, 
while the rest are independent 
operators who allegedly sold 
large quantities of drugs in the 
project.

The court authorized search 
warrants for nine locations 
within the Queensbridge hous-
ing. Four handguns were recov-
ered in the investigation, though 
ballistics show that none of the 
firearms was involved in the re-
cent shootings, Boller said.

Queensbridge was the scene of a drug and gun operation by the Queens 
district attorney’s office that netted 22 suspects.
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BREAKING NEWS

BY MARK HALLUM
 
East Side Access has 

been a topic of discussion 
for transit planners since 
the 1950s, but not only do 
over eight miles of tun-
neling now exist for LIRR 
commuters lines to reach 
Grand Central Station, 
the Long Island Rail Road 
terminal is inching to-
ward completion as well.

In an Aug. 9 tour 
with MTA officials, 
TimesLedger Newspaper 
was given a look at the 
future concourses, esca-
lators and platforms that 
Queens and Long Island 
residents will one day be 
using to commute into 
Manhattan.

East Side Access is a 
transformational $11 bil-
lion project for the Long 
Island Rail Road and is 
expected to expand ca-
pacity, or the number of 
trains able to run on the 
system, by 45 percent. 
While the MTA is still 
seeking bids to complete 
the opening of the tun-
nel on the Queens side, 
located in Sunnyside 
Yards near Harold Inter-
locking, hundreds of feet 
of track have been moved 
in order to accommodate 
the new routes under the 
East River.

Although the last of 
the Sand Hogs, a special 
breed of worker who spe-
cializes in underground 
tunnel work, left the proj-
ect zone two weeks prior 
to the tour, the work 
continues with the build-
ing out of the terminal, 
which is expected to host 
an extra 160,000 commut-
ers per day.

Up to 160 feet below 
where New Yorkers are 
hustling on the street 
level, hundreds of con-
struction workers are 
installing electrical sys-
tems to provide ameni-
ties such as lighting and 
air conditioning, lining 
the walls with marble 
to maintain the char-

acter of Grand Central 
and building escalators 
from the top of dizzy-
ingly sloped corridors 
for installation.

Currently the largest 
infrastructure project 
underway in the United 
States, East Side Access 
links Manhattan and 
Queens by two tunnels. 
About 1.5 million cubic 
yards of “muck,” or what 
Sand Hogs refer to as 
debris, was carted out 
through the Queens side 
of the tunnels.

Harold Interlocking cur-
rently hosts up to 750 train 
movements per day, ac-
cording to MTA’s president 
of Capital Construction, 
Michael Horodniceanu.

The MTA refers to 
East Side Access into 
Grand Central as a “gate-
way” after the Hudson 
River tunnels were dam-
aged during Hurricane 
Sandy and two of the 
four existing East River 
tunnels used by the LIRR 
were completely flooded 
in the 2012 disaster.

Although the struc-
tures of the East River 
tunnels, built a century 
ago, are in good shape 
after the hurricane, the 
electrical and other sys-
tems are in need of a full 
overhaul, similar to what 
is scheduled to take place 
on the Canarsie tunnel 
that will see the L train 
partially shut down for 
about a year.

The MTA will be 
flood-proofing the new 
East Side Access tunnels 
at points of vulnerability 
to prevent future disas-
ters from having such a 
profound impact.

Scheduled for opening 
in 2022, the East Side Ac-
cess project is funded by 
both the MTA’s five-year 
capital plan and federal 
grants.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

MTA touts progress 
on rerouting LIRR 
to Grand Central

(Pictured clockwise) Work crews are making progress installing track and electrical systems and doing concrete work 
under Grand Central Station for the LIRR terminal, set to open in 2022. The last of the Sand Hogs who built the over 
eight miles of tunnels beneath the East River have left and regular construction crews continue the work to make the 
new train terminal functional. Crews are completing the platforms, elevators and other infrastructure for the East Side 
Access project. Photos by Mark Hallum
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KEW GARDENS — A Nassau Coun-
ty resident was charged last week with 
selling drugs and a dozen stolen mo-
torcycles, according to Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown. 

Randall Singh, 32, of Hapsburg Place 
in Hempstead, L.I., is accused of selling 
cocaine and motorcycles to undercover 
detectives between June 2017 and April 
2018, the DA said. This was uncovered by 
a long-running investigation by the New 
York Police Department’s Auto Crime 
Division and Brown’s Organized Crime 
and Rackets Bureau. 

“This case should serve as a warning 
to drug dealers and anyone else who bar-
ters in stolen goods that law enforcement 
is coming for you,” said Brown. 

Singh was arraigned in Queens 
Criminal Court Aug. 9 on two complaints 
charging him with criminal possession 
of a controlled substance and criminal 
possession of stolen property. 

According to Brown, between June 

2017 and April 2018, Singh arranged 
meetings in Queens with a buyer to sell 
various stolen motorcycles as well as 
quantities of cocaine. However, Singh, 
was unaware the buyer was an under-
cover detective. During the meetings, 
money was exchanged for drugs and sto-
len bikes, the DA said.

Singh allegedly sold a variety of sto-
len motorcycles including a Honda CBR, 
Suzuki GSXR, Kawasaki Ninja, Suzuki 
G60 and a BMW F700GS. None of the mo-
torcycles were sold with an ignition key 
and in many instances the ignitions had 
been manipulated, either with a screw-
driver or rewired to enable the engines 
to start, Brown said. 

According to the second complaint, on 
Sept. 6, 2017, Singh met with a buyer and 
exchanged a bag of cocaine for cash. Then 
on Sept. 26, 2017, the defendant allegedly 
sold to the same buyer a bag of cocaine for 
$4,000 as well as a stolen red Honda CBR 
motorcycle for $2,700, the DA said.

Randall Singh, 32, was charged with selling dozens of stolen motorcycles 
worth roughly $60,000, as well as 162 grams of cocaine, the DA says.  

Photo by 69PAULWALKER69/commons.wikimedia.org

L.I. man charged with selling stolen motorcycles

COLLEGE POINT — A man pre-
sumed to be in his 40s was found dead 
floating in the water near the College 
Point Yacht Club last week, according to 
the NYPD. 

Police officers from the 109th Precinct 
and the NYPD Harbor Unit responded to 
a 911 call at 9:31 a.m. on Aug. 9, to the Col-
lege Point Yacht Club, located in the area 
of Powells Cove Boulevard and 126th 
Street, the NYPD said. 

Emergency responders brought the 
unidentified man to shore, who was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, the NYPD said.  

A medical examiner will determine 
the cause of death and the investigation 
is ongoing, the NYPD said. 

The next following day, another gris-
ly discovery was made by authorities of 
an unidentified female floating in the 

Flushing River located adjacent to the 
intersection of College Point Boulevard 
and 34th Avenue. 

Police from the 109th precinct re-
sponded to a 911 call last Friday at around 
10:05 a.m. Upon arrival, the NYPD Har-
bor Unit discovered an unidentified 
woman, unknown age, unconscious and 
unresponsive floating in the water, the 
NYPD said. 

The NYPD Harbor Unit removed the 
woman from the water and EMS pro-
nounced her dead at the scene, the NYPD 
said.

The New York City medical examiner 
will determine the cause of death. 

 The investigation was ongoing, the 
NYPD said. 

— Carlotta Mohamed

Man found dead near College Point Yacht Club
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Peralta renews call for speed camera legislation
BY MARK HALLUM

 
State elected officials are 

continuing to call on Senate 
Majority Leader John Flana-
gan (R-Smithtown) to bring 
legislation to the floor that 
would renew and expand a 
speed camera program aimed 
at protecting students around 
schools and residential neigh-
borhoods.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) pushed for the 
measure alongside civic orga-
nizations and the Transpor-
tation Alternatives advocacy 
group asked for a special ses-
sion to be called in Albany to 
vote on extending what start-
ed as a pilot program in 2013 
and placed 140 cameras near 
schools along the most dan-
gerous corridors and intersec-
tions in the city.

“Currently, we have 35 co-
sponsors on this truly biparti-
san bill. We have to stop play-
ing politics with our children’s 
lives. Who are the grown-ups 
here? Sadly, the Republican 
leadership refuses to recon-
vene the Senate to reinstate 
and expand the life-saving 

school zone speed camera pro-
gram,” Peralta said. “We have 
three weeks until more than 
one million children return to 
school in New York City. Let’s 
return to Albany, right this 
wrong and ensure our kids are 
protected when they go back to 
school.”

Raul Ampuero held back 
tears at a July 12 news confer-
ence as he recalled the day his 
9-year-old son was killed in a 
hit-and-run on Northern Bou-
levard in Corona in April, and 
urged lawmakers again Mon-
day to bring speed cameras 
back to city streets.

The School Speed Camera 
program has lowered speeding 
by 63 percent and reduced pe-
destrian injuries by 23 percent 
in places where it was imple-
mented, according to the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion, but the program expired 
July 25.

“Speed cameras save lives. 
What more is necessary to 
know? A state Senate vote to 
save lives should be the most 
simple thing to do,” Ampuero 
said. “It is just one day of travel 
to Albany, one vote to cast and 

you will save lives and help 
prevent the terrible pain of los-
ing a loved one, like I lost my 
son, Giovanni. This is about 
our children and our fami-
lies - the most precious in our 
lives. Yet for some reason that 
is beyond comprehension. The 
Republican State Senate lead-
ers have refused to even vote 
on this. This is inexcusable. 
They need to do their job and 
make sure they pass the speed 
camera bill before kids return 

to school in September.”
Mayor Bill de Blasio has 

come out in favor of the renew-
al, with Northern Boulevard 
being a major target of the Vi-
sion Zero initiative and Trans-
portation Alternatives has 
been active in the fight to have 
the safety measures restored.

“This June the state Senate 
left for vacation without doing 
its most simple job - protecting 
New Yorkers and New York 
City schoolchildren. Much 

worse, they made our streets 
even more dangerous,” Marco 
Conner, legislative and legal 
director of Transportation 
Alternatives said. “On Sept. 5, 
hundreds of thousands of kids 
will be without the life-saving 
protection of speed safety 
cameras they’ve had for four 
years. The state Assembly has 
done its job and passed the bill 
to renew and expand the cam-
eras. Gov. Cuomo is ready to 
sign the bill. And 35 state sena-
tors, more than a majority, 
co-sponsored the Senate bill. 
The Republican state Senate 
majority must allow a vote on 
S.6046C and pass it before kids 
return to school.”

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer claimed that since 
the program’s launch in 2016, 
2.5 million drivers have been 
issued tickets from the pro-
gram with only about 82,000 
repeat offenders — a sign it is 
working, according to Peralta.

In July, Peralta said Demo-
crats have all supported the 
program in the state Sen-
ate, alongside three Republi-
cans, but it still does not have 
enough votes to pass.  

State Sen. Jose Peralta is pushing the Senate majority leader to bring 
speed camera legislation to the floor in an effort to renew the program. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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Annual Drive Aims to Better Prepare Students and Alleviate 
Constraints for Homeless Families 

 For the third year in a row, Huntington Learning Center has partnered 
with the Coalition for the Homeless for its annual drive, Project: Back 
to School, to provide homeless children with the supplies they need 
to be successful in the classroom. Together, the organizations and 
additional partners, hope to collect and distribute more than 5,000 
new backpacks filled with supplies for students in kindergarten to 
12th grade prior to the start of the new school year. 
Through August 22, select Huntington Learning Center locations will 
serve as collection centers. Interested participants are encouraged 
to bring backpacks and school supplies to any of the following drop-
off locations: 
 
Wish List
- #2 Pencils
- Pocket Folders
- Ruler
- Markers, Crayons 
- Glue Sticks, and More!

Participating Locations
- Bronx - 1807 Williamsbridge Road
- Brooklyn (Park Slope) - 808 Union Street
- Brooklyn (Bay Ridge) - 514 86th Street
- Queens (Flushing) - 35-30 Francis Lewis Blvd #205
- Staten Island - 2791 Richmond Ave, Suite 200
 

According to the Coalition for the Homeless, over 115,000 NYC 
students experienced homelessness in 2017. At this rate, 1 in 7 
elementary students will face homelessness before their elementary 
school graduation. With many resources scarce or nonexistent for 
homeless families, students often show up to school empty handed. 
Project: Back to School was established to change that. 
“We believe every student has the right to the best education possible,” 
said Anne Huntington, Vice President of Huntington Learning Center. 
“We are proud to join the Coalition for the Homeless again and come 
together with our community to make sure NYC students have the 
tools they need to thrive in the classroom.” 
“For so many kids whose families simply can’t afford to buy school 
supplies, the start of the school year can bring feelings of stress and 
shame,” said Dave Giffen, Executive Director of the Coalition for the 
Homeless. “We are so happy that Huntington Learning Center has 
been so committed to helping us ensure that every homeless child 
can walk into school on that first day feeling proud, prepared, and 
ready for whatever lays ahead.”
To learn more about Project: Back to School, visit: http://www.
coalitionforthehomeless.org/event/2018-project-back-to-school/.  

About the Coalition for the Homeless
Established in 1981, the Coalition for the Homeless is the nation’s 
oldest advocacy and direct service organization helping homeless 
men, women and children. The Coalition helps more than 3,500 
homeless New Yorkers each day living in extreme poverty, offering 
a variety of programs that address immediate needs and help men, 
women and families overcome long-term barriers to employment and 
stability.  For more information about the Coalition for the Homeless, 
visit www.coalitionforthehomeless.org.  

About Huntington Learning Center
Huntington is the nation’s leading tutoring and test prep provider. 
Its certified teachers provide individualized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, elementary and middle school math, 
Algebra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. Huntington 
preps for the SAT and ACT, as well as state and standardized exams.  
Huntington programs develop the skills, confidence, and motivation 
to help students succeed and meet the needs of Common Core State 
Standards.  Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools and Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges. Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mission is to give every 
student the best education possible.  Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com. For franchise opportunities please 
visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.  

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 

Following a July report from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
citing chemicals in processed food, 
Congresswoman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) wants the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration to address the 
threat food additives pose to infants 
and children. 

Meng sent a letter to FDA Commis-
sioner Scott Gottlieb Aug. 2 to review 
the report “Food Additives and Child 
Health” and make the needed regula-
tory changes that would ensure the 
additives are safe for kids. 

“Nothing is more important than 
the safety of our kids,” said Meng. “As 
co-chair of the Congressional Kids’ 
Safety Caucus and as the mother of 
two young boys, I am gravely con-
cerned that American families and 
children are unknowingly exposed 
to chemicals that may cause them 
harm.” 

According to the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics, today more than 
10,000 chemicals are allowed to be 
added to food and food contact materi-
als in the United States either directly 
or indirectly under the 1958 Food Ad-
ditives Amendment to the 1938 Feder-
al Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

Chemicals-- that may contribute 
to disease and disability --  deliber-
ately added to food during process-
ing (direct food additives) as well as 
substances in food contact materials 
such as adhesives, dyes, coatings, 
paper, paperboard, plastic, and other 
polymers may contaminate food as 
part of packaging or manufacturing 
equipment (indirect food additives), 

the academy said. 
The academy found that additional 

compounds of concern discussed in 
the report include artificial food col-
ors, nitrates and nitrites. Artificial 
food colors may be associated with at-
tention deficit/hyperactivity disorder 
symptoms, and nitrates and nitrites 
can interfere with thyroid hormone 
production. 

Food additives can also cause oth-
er disruptive issues, such as organ de-
velopment, the report said. 

“I concur with the academy when 
it states that the potential for endo-
crine system disruption posed by food 
additives is of great concern, espe-
cially in early life, when developmen-
tal programming of organ systems is 
susceptible to permanent and lifelong 
disruption,” Meng’s letter said. 

The academy has suggested recom-
mendations to the current regulatory 
process at the FDA for food additives. 
Its policies include: strengthening/re-
placing the “generally recognized as 
safe” determination process, updat-
ing the Scientific Foundation of the 
FDA’s safety assessment program, re-
testing all previously approved chem-
icals, and labeling direct additives 
with limited or no toxicity to date 

Meng said she strongly supports 
the academy’s recommendations and 
is committed to ensuring that every 
American child and family is pro-
tected from unknowingly consum-
ing chemicals that may cause them 
harm.

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

Meng warns chemicals 
in food may harm kids

Following a report from the American Academy of Pediatrics that said chemicals in 
processed food could be dangerous for children, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng is urging the FDA 
to consider implementing the report’s recommendations.  Photo by Paul T. Erickson/AP
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Espinal touts record in bid for re-election
BY MARK HALLUM

 
State Assemblywoman Ari 

Espinal (D-Jackson Heights) 
is touting her presence in the 
communities within her dis-
trict as an activist and her 
track record providing con-
stituent services in a bid for 
re-election.

But Espinal said the ef-
fort to solidify her standing 
in the district has been the 
“longest job interview” in her 
life, having been elected in an 
April special election as the 
only candidate on the ballot 
but now facing two other op-
ponents in the Democratic 
primary alone.

Both in the state Assembly 
and prior to her election, the 
Corona native has advocated 
for better labor laws and mea-
sures to address school over-
crowding in her district as 
well as ways to preserve the 
affordability of the communi-
ties she serves. 

“Constituent services is 
something that I’m always fo-
cused on because that’s how I 
started as director of constitu-
ent services” in then Assem-

blyman Franciso Moya’s office, 
Espinal said in an interview 
with the TimesLedger staff. “If 
you don’t get your hands dirty, 
how do you know what kind of 
quality-of-life issues are going 
on in your district?”

Her district includes Co-
rona, Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst.

Espinal is a champion of 
Carlos’ Law, which was spon-
sored in by Moya — her pre-
decessor in the Assembly and 
now the city councilman for 
the Jackson Heights area. It 
pays tribute to undocumented 
Ecuadorian Carlos Mancayo, 
a Queens resident who died at 
a Manhattan construction site 
at the age of 22.

The bill, which is not cur-
rently active on the floor but 
was passed by the state As-
sembly in June 2017, would 
increase the penalty for acci-
dental deaths on construction 
sites.

“In the past decade, 500 
workers have died on con-
struction sites, and that’s not 
fair at all. When you have leg-
islation like Carlos’ Law that 
protects the workers... it holds 

the developers accountable for 
them,” Espinal said.

Espinal said schools in her 
district are some of the most 
overcrowded in the city and 

funding must be allocated to 
upgrade facilities and do away 
with classroom trailers, some 
of which date back to the 1970s 
and lack air conditioning.

“I have already brought 
back $217,000 to schools in the 
district  for PS 14, PS 89, PS 69.  
There are certain schools that 
need the funding,” Espinal 
said. “With the trailers at PS 
19, when I worked for [Moya], 
we got rid of the trailers and 
that was a huge project and I 
was happy to be a part of that 
because what we did was we 
brought funding back to this 
specific school.”

Espinal claims funding 
programs alone is not enough 
to address educational issues 
since expansion projects at 
schools need funding as well.

Rental reform such as scrap-
ping MCIs, the system that al-
lows landlords to raise the rent 
on even rent-controlled units 
to cover the cost of repairs and 
improvements to the building, 
is an issue Espinal plans to 
tackle in the Assembly.

Espinal is facing activ-
ist Yonel Letellier Sosa and 
Catalina Cruz, who served 
as chief-of-staff for former 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferarras Copeland, who pre-
ceded Moya, in the Sept. 13 
Democratic primary.

State Assemblywoman Ari Espinal says she wants to do right by her 
community in Albany by providing essential services and resources. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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BY MARK HALLUM

As transgender activist 
Melissa Sklarz campaigns to 
challenge freshman state As-
semblyman Brian Barnwell 
(D-Maspeth), she looks at the 
diversity of her district in 
search of universal concerns 
and values.

Improved, fairer property 
taxes for seniors, more reliable 
public transportation and bet-
ter health care are priorities 
for Sklarz in the Sept. 13 Demo-
cratic primary as she vies for 
the seat won by Barnwell in a 
major upset in 2016 of longtime 
state Assemblywoman Marga-
ret Markey. 

 The 30th Assembly District 
covers Maspeth, Middle Village 
and Woodside. 

“The people I meet are ex-
cited about the campaign. I get 
a lot of favorable responses,” 
Sklarz said in an interview 
with the TimesLedger edito-
rial staff. “The northern part 
is very urban and diverse, the 
southern part is more subur-
ban with multi-generations in 
the same house, and so it’s a 
different type of campaign in 

different parts of the district. I 
feel I have the skill to navigate 
that.”

Sklarz has been a Woodside 
resident for more than 20 years 
and said while subways in the 
district are lacking, apart from 
the No. 7 train in the northern 
section, buses are a major ne-
cessity for people in the south-
ern portion that is not being 
met.

“The 7 train connects so 
many parts of northern Queens 
and it seems to struggle... and 
now we’re going to start to see 
all these tunnels being closed. 
So what happens when the L 
train tunnel closes and all the 
traffic is now rerouted to the 
streets. How ready is New York 
City going to be?” Sklarz said. 
“If New York is going to contin-
ue to work at being New York, 
we’re going to have to worry 
about more than Uber and Lyft 
and worry more about the peo-
ple who take public transporta-
tion.”

Property taxes are a major 
issue for seniors switching to a 
fixed income after retirement 
and Sklarz is interested in 
helping those residents of the 

district.
“It’s great to own your own 

home in Queens while you have 
a day job, but what happens is 
people age and all of a sudden, 

they have a fixed income. That 
house that has always been 
the castle for the family now 
begins to change as property 
taxes go up and the income no 

longer goes up,” Sklarz said. 
“There has to be something in 
place so that seniors don’t face 
that question of ‘how can I keep 
my home that my grandparents 
bought in the 1950s?’ There are 
bills out there in the Legisla-
ture and I want to be supportive 
of that [issue].”

The Women’s Reproductive 
Health Act is something Sklarz 
champions on the campaign 
trail and believes that with the 
“noise” coming from Washing-
ton, D.C., it is imperative for 
New York state to codify Roe 
vs. Wade into law.

Sklarz also wants to pass 
legislation that would put a ban 
on conversion therapy, which 
aims to turn LGBT people 
straight, as she sees the psy-
chological effects as profoundly 
damaging for young members 
of the LGBT community.

Though a self-proclaimed 
progressive, Sklarz does not 
support the insurgent chal-
lenge from former “Sex and the 
City” star and activist Cynthia 
Nixon to Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 
Instead, she is backing the 
governor, who is regarded as a 
more moderate Democrat.
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PREPARE FOR YOUR FUTURE
WE MAKE MATH EASY

CONTACT: JOSEPH VALLEY PhD
718-598-8107 | jpvalley42@gmail.com

cambriamathtutors.com
216-04 118th Avenue Cambria Heights, NY 11411

GRADE 5 - 8
ALGEBRA 1  GEOMETRY

ALGEBRA 2  TRIGONOMETRY
PRE-CALCULUS  CALCULUS

COLLEGE ALGEBRA
ALSO

MATH COURSES

ACCOUNTING  ECONOMICS

BUSINESS COURSES

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional

Sklarz pushing Barnwell in Dem primary

Trans rights activist Melissa Sklarz is hoping to unseat freshman state 
Assemblyman Brian Barnwell in the Sept. 13 Democratic primary. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon & Floral Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area since 1981

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

NOW offering Exquisite 
FLORAL Bouquets & Arrangements

Delivery 7 Days A Week

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Alphapointe, one of the largest 

employers of the legally blind, is 
less than one month away from com-
pleting a move of its headquarters to 
Richmond Hill from Brooklyn. 

The new home of the facility is at 
87-46 123 St. and 50 of the company’s 
180 employees have already started 
working at their new digs since De-
cember 2017, according to President 
and CEO Reinhard Mabry. 

“We have been in the midst of 
renovations for the last year, and we 
are coming to the end where will be 
able to move into the building fully,” 
said Mabry. “Everyone else will be 
moving in September and that re-
mains on schedule.”

 The upgrades for the new prop-
erty make it easier for the blind em-
ployees to move around the facility 
than at the Brooklyn headquarters. 

“In Brooklyn the employees navi-
gated the building using a network 
of connected ropes hung from the 
ceiling, similar to ropes a miner 
would use in a mine shaft,” said 
Mabry. “That is outdated and we re-
ally wanted to help our employees 
with orientation and mobility skills, 
which would be effective at  any en-
vironment or somewhere else.” 

Employees from the warehousing 
operations for finished goods and its 
mop department now are at the facil-
ity, according to Mabry. 

“Plastics, sewing, brooms and 
brushes, assembly, needlecraft, our 
call center and our administrative 

staff will be moving in stages to the 
new facility,” said Mabry.

After being priced out of the 
Brooklyn facility, Mabry and other 
company heads did not want to leave 
the Big Apple and decided to look to 
other boroughs to keep Alphapointe 
in New York City, eventually settling 
on the new facility in Richmond Hill. 
The location is affordable, features 
good transportation for its employ-
ees and welcomes locals. 

“We identified this property in 
Queens, which was a block from 
the subway, on a good street and 
has access to highways nearby, and 
it’s ample in terms of space and has 
high ceilings,” said Mabry. “We are 
spending quite a bit to renovate it, 
but it had really good bones.

The 138,000-square-foot facility 
still is undergoing $18 million in up-
grades.

The new headquarters is one 
block away from the J train and 
around 30 percent of Alphapointe 
employees already live in Queens, 
including Yuet Yuen Chao, who 
has a retinal detachment and has 
worked as a packer and sealer and 
for the company’s needlecraft de-
partment for over 12 years. The 
Queens Village native was honored 
for his many years of service last 
year and will find new technology 
to simplify his movements at work 
in Richmond Hill.

Alphapointe installed a state-
of-the-art GPS system called Blind-
Square that lets its employees use an 

Alphapointe ready 
for move to Rich Hill

Alphapointe, a company that hires people who are visually impaired or blind, will fully move 
its headquarters to Richmond Hill by September. 

Continued on Page 45
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18-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.50%
$5,000 minimum deposit.
Checking account required.2

APY1

Get a $200 Amazon® gift 
card when you open a new 
Flushing Bank Complete 
Checking account with 
$10,000 and  an 18-Month 
CD with $50,000.3

Celebrate Summer with a Great Rate.

1 New money only. APY effective June 18, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank 
checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce 
earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. 3 Amazon®, Amazon.com® and its affiliates are not participants in or sponsors of this promotion. 
Limit of one (1) gift per customer with a new Complete Checking account and a new 18-Month CD with opening deposits of $10,000 and $50,000 respectively. Existing checking 
customers are not eligible. The gift will be given to the new customer 30 days after account opening. The new Complete Checking account must remain open, active, and in good 
standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. A 1099 statement for gift values (including 
applicable sales tax, shipping and handling costs) may be issued if cumulative promotional credit is equal to or exceeds $600 in a calendar year. Flushing Bank reserves the right to 
make gift substitutions of comparable value. and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to gift items. Valid at all Flushing Bank locations 
to new Complete Checking and CD customers with new money only. Offer is subject to change and termination anytime without notice. While supplies last. 4 New checking account 
customers only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking account customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a 
Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for details.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

l year at current rate Minimum deposit balancee

d.uired.Checking account requ

Plus, you can get up to $200 for a new consumer checking account!4 
This is a limited time offer. For more information about this or our other great offers and rates, speak with a Flushing Bank 

representative or call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD).
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Woodside man allegedly killed girlfriend’s dog: DA
BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

 
A Woodside man has been 

charged with aggravated cru-
elty to an animal after alleg-
edly killing a Shih Tzu last 
month belonging to his girl-
friend and her family, accord-
ing to Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown.

Brando Henriquez, 23, of 
Woodside, was arraigned Aug. 
3 before Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Ushir Pandit Du-
rant on charges of aggravated 
cruelty to animals, torturing 
and injuring animals. Bail 
was set at $10,000 bond ($7,000 
cash).

“The defendant is accused 
of aggravated cruelty to ani-
mals for brutally killing a 
small helpless dog and heart-
lessly offering false hope to 
his girlfriend and family by 
making them think that the 
dog had just run away,” Brown 
said. “Such acts of aggression 
toward defenseless animals 
cannot — and will not — be 
tolerated in Queens County.”

According to the criminal 
complaint, Henriquez’s girl-
friend left her Broad Channel 

residence July 15 in the late 
afternoon, leaving Lavonia, 
her black and white Shih Tzu, 
alone in the single-family 
residence. When she returned 
after about 30 minutes, Hen-
riquez was alone in the resi-
dence and claimed that he did 
not know what happened to 
the dog and suggested that the 
dog ran out and escaped, ac-

cording to Brown.
After four days of search-

ing and putting up lost dog 
posters, the mother and broth-
er of the defendant’s girlfriend 
discovered the dog’s remains 
July 19. The dog had been 
placed in a white plastic gar-
bage bag and disposed of at 
a parking lot several blocks 
east of her owner’s residence, 

Brown said.
 The complaint said police 

secured surveillance footage 
from several locations along 
the route, which showed Hen-
riquez leaving his girlfriend’s 
residence with a white plastic 
bag containing a lump shortly 
after she had left. Additional 
footage revealed Henriquez 
crouching down behind a gar-

bage can as a passerby walks 
by him. He then proceeded to 
run down the block in an east-
erly direction, still holding 
the white bag, which his girl-
friend recognized as the type 
and brand she had purchased.

Brown said the girlfriend 
received two voice mails — 
one on July 20 and one on July 
21 — from Henriquez in which 
he stated, “I’m so sorry, I’m 
sorry,” and “I’m sorry about 
the dog.”

On Aug. 2, Henriquez al-
legedly called his mother and 
said the dog pooped and that 
he performed CPR on the dog 
in the bathtub, according to 
Brown.

A necropsy performed by an 
ASPCA forensic veterinarian 
revealed that the 2-1/2-year-old 
animal had four rib fractures 
due to blunt force trauma. 
There was no evidence of heal-
ing to the fractures, indicating 
that they occurred shortly be-
fore or after death, according 
to the complaint.

Henriquez’s next court ap-
pearance was scheduled for 
Aug. 22. If convicted, he faces 
up to two years in prison.

A Woodside man was charged in the death of his girlfirend’s Shih Tzu, according to the Queens DA. AP
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This is a Flash Sale, and that means it won’t last! You only have 

31 days to get this discount and SmartSun™ glass upgrade!1

There are limited appointments available, and you must book  

yours before August 31st!

One-Month-Only 
    Window & Patio Door Flash

S A L E

Call for your FREE 
Window & Patio 
Door Diagnosis 1-800-327-5970

SAVE $850 

on every patio door1 
SAVE $325 

on every window1

Interest 
NO NO NO

Money Down Payments

for 1 year1

$200 OFFPLUS 
your entire 
project1

Valid on initial visit only—not to be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties and is 
subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.

FREE Upgrade  
to our SmartSun™ Glass 

to help keep your home even 
more comfortable

1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more 
windows and/or patio doors which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply 
for customer with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state 
chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned 
and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer 
and such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ 
Consumer Affairs License #: 13VH01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License #: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #: 43991-H. NYC 1307704. 
Rockland County License #: H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. 
“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2018 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2018 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Sale ends August 31 st!
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ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

When crises oc-
curred – be it 9/11 or 
Superstorm Sandy 
in 2012 – Washington 
was there. Additional 
billions in assistance 
above and beyond year-
ly formula allocations 
from the Federal Tran-
sit Administration 
were provided. In 2009, 
the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act 
provided billions more.

In 2017, Washington 
made available $1.3 bil-
lion to the MTA. The 

same, if not more, is 
available in 2018. For 
years, it has been their 
respective decisions to 
program most of these 
funds to other capital 
projects and not to Pos-
itive Train Control. 

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Au-
thority will pay for 
installation of Positive 
Train Control on the 
Long Island and Met-
ro North Rail Roads 
by obtaining a $967.1 
million loan from the 

Federal Rail Road Ad-
ministration. It is a 22-
year loan at 2.4 percent 
interest. The FRA loan 
will have to be paid 
back over the next four 
MTA Five Year Capital 
Plans ending by 2038.  

When it comes to 
paying for all his $100 
billion worth of trans-
portation promises, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo re-
minds me of the “Pop-
eye” character Wimpy, 
who famously said “I’ll 
gladly pay you Tuesday 

for a hamburger today.” 
Taxpayers and Metro-
politan Transportation 
Authority riders will 
have to deal with high-
er fares, taxes, more 
debt and borrowing in 
coming years to cover 
the costs for all of Cuo-
mo’s transportation 
improvements. Cuomo 
doesn’t believe in pay 
as you go or balanced 
budgets. 

Larry Penner
Great Neck

LIRR falling short
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Recent news that 
the Long Island Rail 
Road will fail to meet 
the Federal Rail Road 
Administration De-
cember 2018 deadline 
for completing 100 per-
cent systemwide in-
stallation of Positive 
Train Control comes as 
no surprise to those of 
us who worked in the 
transit industry.

The FRA originally 
mandated that Posi-
tive Train Control --  a 
system of signals and 
switches that could pre-
vent many train crash-
es -- be installed and 
operable by 2015 to en-
sure safety for the rid-
ing public. Even with 
a time extension to De-
cember 2018, it was al-
ways doubtful that the 
LIRR would meet this 
new deadline.

Perhaps the LIRR 
had an insufficient 
number of track em-
ployees, including 
inadequate numbers 
of certified signal 
maintainers and other 
specialized trade em-
ployees to support in-
stallation of Positive 
Train Control.  These 
employees were also 
needed for the annual 
routine state of good 
repair systemwide 
projects, additional 
work in the East River 
Tunnels, a $2.6 bil-
lion Main Line Third 
Track, $450 million in 
Jamaica Capacity Im-
provements, $387 mil-
lion in Ronkonkoma 

Double Tracking, along 
with the $11.8 billion 
MTA East Side Access.

It continues to be 
challenging for the 
LIRR to coordinate 
daily track outages and 
go slow work zones to 
support all of this work 
while at the same time 
providing the basic ser-
vice customers pay for.  
There is no guarantee 
that these issues will be 
resolved any time soon. 
How many more years 
beyond the Dec. 31, 2018 
date will the LIRR need 
for completion of Posi-
tive Train Control?

The LIRR has 
known this need since 
2010.  Complete means 
Positive Train Control 
is up and running 24/7 
on all LIRR branches 
and service areas.  
Counting on another 
two-year extension to 
2020 is an admission of 
failure.  Positive Train 
Control should have 
been the No. 1 prior-
ity for the LIRR in 2018 
even if it means divert-
ing resources from 
other capital improve-
ment projects.  Safety 
should be No. 1 for 
commuters.

But don’t blame 
Washington when it 
comes to how the MTA’s 
LIRR decided to use fed-
eral assistance for in-
stalling Positive Train 
Control since 2010.  Fed-
eral support for trans-
portation has remained 
consistent and is grow-
ing over past decades.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. 
All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication 
if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in 
the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any 
format.

READERS WRITE
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READERS WRITE

Corruption, wasted money is the norm in Albany
As Sheldon Silver, the for-

mer New York State Assem-
bly Speaker was sentenced 
to seven years for kickbacks, 
I was appalled by the state 
that the Albany legislative 
body is in today. All the 
corruption and wasted tax-
payer dollars seems not to 
anger the incumbent elected 
officials. I know there are 
some that are upset, but 
not enough politicians are 
speaking out on the rampant 
corruption that Albany is 
faced with.

My opponent, Ed Braun-
stein did not issue any state-
ment in the sentencing of 
disgraced Speaker Sheldon 
Silver. This is upsetting to 
me and the constituents in 
our district. I never hear As-
semblyman Braunstein ever 
speak out on corruption or 
wasted taxpayer dollars. 

Since Gov. Cuomo took of-
fice in 2010, he has doled out 
more than $10 billion in pub-
lic funding and tax breaks 
for economic development. 
He promised job creation 
and economic growth, nei-
ther of which came to frui-
tion. Some projects have 
bankrolled graft and corrup-

tion that led to convictions 
of two former Cuomo aides 
and three developers, all of 
whom now face decades in 
prison. Not one word from 
Ed Braunstein on these dis-
graceful ventures. 

According to state Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli, 
between January 2012 to 
September 2017, New York 
state needlessly spent $1.28 
billion on wasted Medicaid 
payments and most of it is 
unrecoverable. DiNapoli 
said in a statement: “Glitch-
es in the state Department 
of Health’s payment system 
and other problems led to 
over a billion dollars in un-
necessary spending. The de-
partment needs to improve 
its procedures and stop this 
waste of taxpayer money.” 
Where is the outrage from 
our elected officials? 

When elected as the as-
semblyman of District 26, I 
will promise to be the care-
taker of the taxpayers’ dol-
lars. I have great experience 
in the budgetary process, 
and I will work tirelessly to 
ensure taxpayer dollars are 
spent wisely and not wasted 
like the Cuomo projects and 

the Medicaid premiums.
Another scandal is the 

corruption and wasted tax-
payer dollars of NYCHA.  
New York City agreed to 
spend more than $2 billion 
over a decade to settle a 
federal investigation into 
health and safety issues at 
NYCHA. The city will spend 
an additional $1 billion over 
the first four years as well 
as $200 million annually for 
each of the following years 
over the 10-year period. NY-
CHA needs an estimated $25 
billion in repairs, up from 
$6 billion in 2005. A report 
from the city’s Department 
of Investigation found that 
NYCHA had failed to do lead 
paint inspections for years 
that were required by feder-
al rules and city laws. This 
forced the resignation of 
former NYCHA Chief Execu-
tive Shola Olatoye. Mayor de 
Blasio defends his handling 
of this agency. 

If I handled my business 
in this manner, I would have 
been terminated immediate-
ly. Again, no response on this 
egregious issue by our elect-
ed officials. I will not toler-
ate the continued corruption 

or incompetence from our 
government.  Therefore, I 
will introduce term limits 
as my first legislative bill as 
Assemblyman.

Another concern is how 
our political posture has 
gone so radically left. Social-
ist principles and disdain for 
Israel puts us all in a state 
of trepidation. America’s 
economy is based on a capi-
talist system, and to give all 
services free would bank-
rupt the country and put the 
economy on a decline.

We also have to fight 
sanctuary state policies, 
closing of Rikers Island that 
would put jails in our neigh-
borhoods, and we need to put 
a stop to legal drug injection 
sites. Also, Gov. Cuomo par-
doned felons and cop killers. 
These are policies that jeop-
ardize the safety and well-
being of the people.

If the government can op-
erate efficiently, we could 
spend on much needed infra-
structure and lower taxes and 
reform the property tax as-
sessment. We also can spend 
on much needed school safety 
programs. We need to train 
ex-military and police person-

nel and station them at every 
school with metal detectors 
and limited entry points. 
Keeping our children safe is 
my top priority and worth 
every dollar. Keeping the 
SHSAT entrance exam to spe-
cialized high schools is a must 
because those who study hard 
and get the best scores should 
be allowed admission to these 
schools. It should be based on 
merit and not racially based. 
If you want all students to gain 
entrance to these schools and 
be better prepared, expand 
the tutoring programs. Do 
not sacrifice our educational 
standards.

The reason I am run-
ning as a New York state 
Assemblyman is because I 
am disgusted with the afore-
mentioned issues. I want to 
change the mentality of Al-
bany and serve the people 
and not the politicians. I 
want to fill the people’s pock-
ets and not the politicians’ 
pockets.

David Bressler is the 
Republican, Conservative 

and Reform Party candidate 
for state Assembly in 

District 26

Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

President Trump undermines our freedom of expression
Republicans are right when 

they say it’s important to sup-
port newspapers, especially 
local papers. But I wonder if 
they’re aware that in March, 
President Trump imposed a 
tariff of up to 30 percent on 
Canadian uncoated paper.

That raised the price of 
newsprint, making it difficult 
for cash-strapped newspapers 
to circulate their work. As 
if limiting economic free-
dom weren’t enough, Presi-
dent Trump is undermining 
Americans’ freedom of ex-
pression with this needless 
tax on journalism.

Freedom of the press 
is in President Trump’s 

crosshairs. Why? When local 
newspapers aren’t there to 
hold governments account-
able, corruption, scandals 
and costs increase due to 
a lack of scrutiny. Truth, 
facts, reality? All offensive 
to Trump supporters.

But that’s not all President 
Trump is up to. He wants to 
lower fuel standards imposed 
on automakers by President 
Obama. Increasing pollution 
while decreasing MPGs. And 
this fool says it will save lives. 
How?

He claims that if consum-
ers have to pay more for gas, 
they will travel less, thus 
decreasing their chances of 

being involved in an auto ac-
cident. Brilliant. Once again, 
President Trump supports 
Big Oil over Americans. All 
Americans will benefit from 
the greater choice of low-mis-
sion vehicles. And our chil-
dren and their children will 
benefit from the less polluted, 
more sustainable planet we 
leave behind.

Not to mention the jobs and 
economic development that go 
hand-in-hand with an inno-
vative, technology advanced 
auto industry.

Want more? At a meet-
ing of the World Health As-
sembly back in May U.S. 
delegates appointed by the 

Trump administration op-
posed an international reso-
lution that supported breast 
feeding. The resolution was 
going to be introduced by Ec-
uador but they dropped their 
support after the U.S. threat-
ened to unleash punishing 
trade measures and with-
draw crucial military aid.

All this to stop the promo-
tion of breastfeeding? Why? 
Because the United States 
delegation is embracing the 
interests of infant formula 
manufacturers.

Translation: Corporate 
profits are more important 
than the health of infants. And 
let’s not forget the new pro-

posed tax cuts for billionaires. 
As for the poor people be-

ing devastated by wildfires 
in California, they needn’t 
worry. President Trump is 
on his way with truckloads of 
paper towels to throw into the 
flames. 

P.S. To any Trump support-
ers who are worried about the 
disappearance of newspapers, 
fret not. You’ll still be able to 
keep up with the current rac-
ists supporting Trump and 
spreading the garbage they 
refer to as Fox News on Face-
book.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone
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Welcome to August 1935.
On Aug. 1, The Star re-

ported that Gustav Linden-
thal, the designer of the Hell 
Gate Bridges, had died at the 
age of 85 the previous evening 
at his home, the Lindens, in 
Metuchen, N.J. 

Lindenthal was born in 
Austria and came to the 
United States in 1874. In 1904, 
Lindenthal, who oversaw the 
opening of the Williamsburg 
Bridge and the construction of 
the ongoing Manhattan Bridge 
and Queensboro Bridge proj-
ects, was chosen as consulting 
engineer and bridge architect 
by the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
which had just acquired the 
New York Connecting Rail-
road. The Connecting Rail-
road was only 10 miles long 
when he set about to extend it 
over the East River to link up 
to New England.

Bridging the Hell Gate 
was a problem that presented 
obstacles unprecedented in 
the history of engineering. 
The curved approach made 
impossible either a suspen-
sion or a cantilever bridge. 
Lindenthal, therefore, made 
the Hell Grade Bridge a 
braced steel arch with a span 
of 1,017 feet between the tow-
ers. When it opened in 1916, 
the Hell Gate Bridge was 
the longest steel-arch bridge 
in the world. It would hold 
that title until the Bayonne 
Bridge opened in 1931. The 
bridge today has the 17th lon-
gest main steel arch span in 
the world.

The city purchased the 
50-acre Juniper Valley es-
tate of murdered gambler 
Arnold Rothstein in Middle 
Village and began peat min-
ing operations in a bog there. 

The city estimated that the 
bog contained 300,000 cubic 
yards of peat, worth about 
$315,000. Juniper Valley peat 
was said to be superior to 
English or other American 
varieties. It assayed 90 per-
cent organic matter, whereas 
its competitors assayed 40 
percent. Excavations were 
carried out using drag lines 
with buckets. Trenches 30 
feet wide would be excavated 
and then filled in with ashes. 
Old timers remembered when 
huge juniper trees were clus-
tered thickly over the area. 
The bog was estimated to be 
about 100,000 years old, and 
was thought to possibly con-
tain some prehistoric bones 
and other relics.

On Aug. 5, a spectacular 
fire threatened the huge Pratt 
works of Socony-Vacuum Oil 
Company on Newtown Creek 
in Blissville. It was fortu-
nately contained to four huge 
tanks holding almost 400,000 
gallons of crude oil. Al-
though the blaze was under 
control in less than an hour, 
it painted the sky a lurid red 
and threw off a terrific heat. 
An alarm was sounded at 1 

a.m. and soon grew to three 
alarms. Fire companies from 
Hunters Point and Blissville 
were summoned and the fire-
fighting staff at the works 
chipped in with chemical 
extinguishers. In total 12 en-
gine companies, seven hook 
and ladder companies and 
two fireboats battled the fire 
after the third alarm was 
sounded.

WPA strikers were unsuc-
cessful in attempting to ham-
per 28 Queens projects. One 
of the major projects, the pav-
ing and grading of Roosevelt 
Avenue in the Flushing busi-
ness section, was proceeding 
despite strenuous efforts on 
the part of WPA strike lead-
ers to tie up the project. The 
strikers were protesting the 
WPA “security” wage, which 
in New York was $93.50 per 
month or 78 cents an hour. 
AFL executive council rec-
ommended to President 
Roosevelt that construction 
work assigned to the WPA be 
moved to the Public Works 
Administration, which paid 
a wage of $1.50 per hour.

Former Queens resident 
Will Rogers and his pilot 

Wiley Post were killed in a 
plane crash near Point Bar-
row in Alaska. Rogers, well-
known cowboy humorist, 
philosopher, court jester and 
serious adviser to U.S. presi-
dents, was a former resident 
of both Forest Hills and Kew 
Gardens. 

He first came to Queens in 
1918, when he leased a house in 
Forest Hills for a year. While 
living there he aided a local 
charity by putting on a cow-
boy show that was a tremen-
dous neighborhood success.

He later rented anoth-
er house in Kew Gardens. 
Tragically, his car once ac-
cidentally struck and killed 
a grocery clerk on Northern 
Boulevard in Flushing.

Although the incident 
was an accident, Rogers in-
vestigated and found that the 
clerk was struggling to sup-
port a family of 12 children. 
He became a continuing con-
tributor of clothing and mon-
ey to the family.

For more information, call 
the Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society at (718) 278-0700 or 
visit www.astorialic.org.

Aug. 1935: From Gustav Lindenthal to Will Rogers
COLUMNS

Since Jan. 1, 2015, electronic 
equipment can no longer be dis-
posed of in the trash we put out 
each week. 

You can dispose of it through 
the occasional Community Re-
cycling events or it can be taken 
back for free at retailers where 
it is sold, or when you buy a new 
one or at the Sanitation Drop Off 
site in Queens at College Point at 
30th Avenue, between 120th and 
122nd Streets, at the northwest 
corner of the DSNY Queens Dis-
trict 7 garage. You may be given 
a $100 fine if you improperly dis-
pose of your electronic equip-
ment. This information has 

come from Community Board 
8’s monthly newsletters and 
reports prepared by District 8 
Manager Marie Adams-Ovide.

Thieves are now fishing in 
mail boxes to steal mail con-
taining checks, credit/debit/
gift cards and other personal in-
formation. The Post Office has 
responded by narrowing the en-
trance into mail boxes. People 
should drop in mail close to the 
pickup time or put the mail di-
rectly in the post office.

People are told to use a spe-
cial pen with permanent ink to 
write checks, since the ink is 
hard to remove when the thieves 
try to change the payee’s name 
to themselves. People should 
shred any voided or incorrect 
checks and frequently check 
their account balances.

The city Department of En-
vironmental protection reports 
that no DEP employees will ever 
come to your property asking 

for money for your water bill. 
They can only come to your 
property if there is a scheduled 
appointment to do work. They 
always have uniforms, badges 
and a car with the DEP logo. If 
you suspect someone is trying 
to scam you, call the DEP at 
(718) 595-7000, or call 311 or 911 if 
you feel you are in danger of be-
ing the victim of a crime.

The NYPD warns people to 
lock their car and house doors 
because burglars constantly try 
doors to see if they are unlocked. 
It seems that food delivery 
people leave their cars running 
when they go to deliver food and 
criminals just jump into the 
cars and drive them away.

People getting gasoline at 
gasoline stations also leave 
their doors unlocked and their 
purses in the car when they go 
to pay for gasoline which leads 
to burglaries. 

The city Department of 

Health urges people to empty 
any objects which have stand-
ing water so mosquitoes don’t 
grow in them. If standing wa-
ter is noticed on city property 
contact your community board 
or call 311. The West Nile Virus 
season ends on Oct. 1.

The NYC Department of Fi-
nance can provide one-on-one 
assistance for various programs 
which include the Senior Citi-
zens Homeowners Exemption, 
Disabled Homeowner Exemp-
tion, Senior Citizen Rent In-
crease Exemption and Disabil-
ity Rent Increase Exemption. To 
make an appointment or to have 
questions answered, call (212) 
291-4663.

Commercial vehicles are 
not allowed to park in residen-
tial streets for more than three 
hours or overnight unless me-
chanics are actually working at 
a location on that block at that 
time. People may not park ve-

hicles for more than seven con-
secutive days in residential or 
other areas.

It is illegal to paste, post, 
paint, print, nail or attach any 
poster, handbill, notice, sticker 
or sign on any city government 
property of any kind in any-
place. The first offense is $75 
- $200 and the second and subse-
quent offenses are $150-$300.

Good and bad news

of the week

The Chinese have a slogan 
called “Made in China 2025.” 
They have specific economic 
targets for domestic firms’ 
share of the Chinese market 
in specific industries. Western 
companies have long protested 
Chinese policies, which favor 
their own firms over Western 
firms. China wants to be a tech 
superpower by 2025. Something 
to think about.

Information on city rules, regulations and programs
Bob

Harris
■

The Civic 
Scene



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 17–23, 2018 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

ROBERT
MANN
DANCE

CENTER



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 17–23, 201826    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

DON’T MISS MAJOR WORLD’
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/17/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

’S END-OF-SUMMER DEALS!
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1: Bishop James Massa dresses for what he calls “the old rite mass.” He helped establish the Latin mass in the chapel — 
which had not been remade to conform with the new, forward-facing style — in 2004. 2: The chapel in St. John’s cemetery 
in Middle Village was built in 1951 for the then full-time chaplain to recite daily mass. Before it is demolished, the stainglass 
windows will go to a storage facility and will be used in new churches in New York when they are built. 3: The prayer books 
many worshipers bring to the weekly service are themselves collectors’ items. This one dates back to 1962, the year the 
Vatican II Council convened and changed the liturgy from Latin to native language. 4: The group of Catholics who still want 
to take part in the old service — including taking communion directly from the priest — has many young people who, unlike 
older worshipers, have no memory of the way the mass used to be. 5: The congregation numbers between 60 and 100 be-
lievers who travel from as far as New jersey and Long Island to attend the old-style mass each week, Bishop James Massa, 
estimates. 6: The rustic chapel at St, John’s cemetery is set to be torn down this fall to make way for a new mausoleum, 
forcing the only weekly Latin mass in Queens to move to a church in Bayside. The last mass here is planned for Sept. 30.

6
1

2

3

4

5

LAST RITES
FOR 

OLD MASS
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN
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Nominate
Your Favorite Place

QUEENS Family’s

Family Favorite Awards

 NEW YORK
Parenting

GO TO  nyparenting.com/familyfavorite

Nominate a business & be entered into 
a drawing for a FREE weekend to

 (Family Friendly)
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DAY OFF 
AT KNOCKDOWN CENTER

1

2

3

4 5

6

1: Fool’s Gold Records, the Brooklyn-based indie label founded by DJs Alain “A-Trak” Macklovitch and Nick “Catchdubs” Barat, is behind the annual rap and hip-hop fest.  

2: Tabby Wakes sports a vintage NBA jersey bearing All-Star Alonzo Mourning’s name and number from 1992, about five years before she was born. 3: The fans settle in up 

front for the show, where each of the 20 acts performed for about 20 minutes each. 4: The inaugural Day’s Off festival took place Saturday in a parking lot in Brooklyn in 

2010. After traveling all over the country since then, Day’s Off returned to New York City at the Knockdown Center in Maspeth — opening with rapper Yung Baby Tate. 5: The 

Knockdown Center was converted from a former furniture factory on Flushing Avenue to a concert and meeting hall several years ago. 6: Guapdad 4000 is making it his 

mission to bring back the do-rag, the fashion statement headwear that faded out in the early 2000s. He even named his next record “Durags.”     Photos by Michael Shain
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Ann Maria Clarke, a haircutter at nearby One Two Knockout barber shop, shows off the haul she is taking back to her co-workers 
from the annual Jamaica Corn Roast on 160th Street sponsored by the Jamaica Market.  Photo by Walter Karling

In the pouring rain, Alex Hoyt shows of his championship belt 
after winning the first run of the Corona Mile, sponsored by 
the Queens Distance Runners, at Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.                  Photo by Steve Vazquez

On the 73rd anniversary of the Korean War ceasefire and the separation of the two countries, several Korean peace groups 
march on Northern Boulevard in Flushing advocating for a genuine peace treaty between North and South Korea, a barbed 
issue on the penninsula.  Photo by Luis Zapata

At Village Barn in Middle Village, actor Larry Thomas (r.), the 
Soup Nazi from “Seinfeld,” films a commercial for his Soup 
Man line of products using regular shoppers like Antonette 
Marinthak (c.) and his PR man, Brandon Joyner.   

Photo by Michael Shain

Rain washd out the second annual Queens-India Day parade over the wekend, but the weather cleared up in time for a festival at 
Padavan-Preller Fields in Bellerose, where Bollywood TV star Ishta Dutta (c.) made an appearance.  Photo by Andrew Ross
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@
sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE 
CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY 
(631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

He was once dubbed “a six-and-

a-half-foot tall scowl,” appearing 

somewhat cold and aloof.

Few people know that he had 

a passion for fast cars and speed-

boats – which didn’t really go with 

his personality. That he married 

his first cousin in Russia, had two 

daughters, and lived in sunny Los 

Angeles, where he built a house 

that was an exact replica of his 

home in Moscow. Surprisingly, he 

owned the first automobile in his 

neighborhood. 

Some thought it was rather 

prophetic that his final recital in 

February 1943 included Chopin’s 

famous funeral march. A heavy 

smoker, he died from lung cancer a 

month later in Beverly Hills, four 

days before his 70th birthday.

Brilliant Russian composer, pi-

anist, and conductor Sergei Rach-

maninov (or Rachmaninoff), born 

1873, may have been blessed with 

the largest hands in classical mu-

sic, which is why some of his pieces 

have been described as fiendishly 

difficult for less well-endowed per-

formers. He could span 12 piano 

keys from the tip of his little finger 

to the tip of his thumb.

But rumor had it the musical 

genius could do nothing right by 

most of his contemporary critics’ 

and composers’ standards, even 

though he had composed an im-

pressive number of awesome piec-

es, including the Cello Sonata and 

the Second Suite for Two Pianos, 

both in 1901.

In 1931, his music was officially 

banned back in the USSR as ‘deca-

dent,’ with the chilling warning: 

“This music [The Bells] is by a vio-

lent enemy of Soviet Russia: Rach-

maninov.” Apparently, great works 

weren’t appreciated in his home-

land as they were everywhere else. 

The serious-looking composer 

would probably crack a smile if 

he knew his music was being per-

formed at a new classical music 

festival in trendy Long Island City. 

He’ll probably be there in spirit.

If you need a break from your 

same old Spotify playlist, and crave 

your culture fix, mark your calen-

dars and reserve your tickets for 

the CreArt Music Festival, where 

you’re bound to discover something 

unique and unexpected. Three eve-

ning concerts — from Friday, Aug. 

31, through Sunday, Sept. 2 — will 

present classical music with a cool, 

modern twist by incorporating oth-

er disciplines into each concert. 

The result? Musical fusion, 

Queens-style. 

Classical chamber music by 

Brahms, Rachmaninov, and 

Beethoven fused with contempo-

rary dance, theater, and immer-

sive sound, light and projection 

design, utilizing video mapping 

projection along with stunning 

visual installations.

The festival lineup will feature 

violinist Mélanie Clapiès, cellist Ju-

lia Yang, flutist Guillermo Laporta, 

clarinetist Jonathan Cohen, pia-

nist Josefina Urraca, and dancer/

choreographer Marissa Maislen, 

and will take place at the Plaxall 

Gallery (5-25 46th Ave., LIC). 

In collaboration with Long Is-

land City Artists (LiC-A) @ The 

Plaxall Gallery and supported by 

the Queens Council on the Arts, 

the CreArtBox Music Ensemble’s 

very first CreArt Music Festival — 

directed by Sunnyside musicians 

Guillermo Laporta and Josefina 

Urraca -- will be celebrating the 

wonderful world of classical mu-

sic with Queens audiences. 

Broadway World hailed the 

event as “A wholly authentic, visu-

ally and aurally compelling expe-

rience...” 

“For me, this is a very special 

performance because I am going to 

premiere a collection of new pieces 

written by me for flute, piano and 

electronic, and also the set design 

that I am working on will be kept 

as a temporary multimedia instal-

lation at The Plaxall Gallery,” 

Laporta explained. 

Music with a twist
CreArt Festival offers unique take on classical music

Continued on Page 39

The CreArt Music Festival is a brand 
new festival set to launch Aug. 31 in 
Long Island City. Photo by Joe Jenkins
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

BY MERLE EXIT

Woodhaven has a dis-
tinct history that includes 
the site of two racetracks, 
a professional Negro 
Baseball team, the first 
house address in Queens, 
and Manor Delicatessen, 
which opened in 1915.

Located at 94-12 Ja-
maica Ave., this Bavarian 
deli still serves the Wood-
haven community to this 
day under the ownership 
of Mark Gallagher, who 
had worked there for 30 
years — he started when 
he was 15 — before be-
coming the owner. 

Gallagher wanted to 
expand to a restaurant as 
there was no seating at 
the deli, which is known 
for its German salads. 
The opportunity came up 
at the Shops at Atlas Park 
in Glendale as he opened 

a small full scale restau-
rant in 2006, Manor Okto-
berfest with both indoor 
and terrace seating.

Still looking to open 
a larger location — one 
that would be a bit more 
formal — Gallagher 
opened a third one in 
three years later located 
at 73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. 
in Forest Hills sport-
ing more than 30 beers, 
an expanded menu and 
a party room.  What is 
great about the bar is 

that it is somewhat en-
closed to separate it from 
the dining area. And the 
happy hours feature a $5 
half-liter of draft beer.  

It is at this location 
that I recently dined 
with friends, giving me 
the opportunity to share 
a little and taste more of 
the menu.   

I ordered an appetizer 
of an $8 Bavarian style 
soft pretzel with pick-
led vegetables. And boy, 
was it a mouthful. One 
could feed each of our 
group seven with ease. 
The pretzel, paired with 
a glass of beer would sat-
isfy your hunger as well 
as a full lunch.

The huge pretzels are 
available at half the size 
at the Atlas Park locale 
with a lower price.  At 
the Forest Hills location, 
you can add beer cheese 

or liver pate to spread on 
it for an extra $4.  

We also ordered a 
pierogi sampler, served 
with sour cream. Each 
od the eight pierogi had 
potato plus another fill-
ing. Although they tasted 
fine, I could not really 
distinguish what the oth-
er fillings were. They 
seemed rather small 
compared to Polish style 
pierogis, which I have 
usually found to have a 
distinct second stuffing.  
I asked our waiter and he 
said that he did not know 
which fillings as the sam-
pler is chosen by the chef.  

Next was the pick-
led herring, served in a 
cream sauce of onions 
and sour cream. The 
dish is a favorite that I 
grew up with and is usu-
ally served out of a jar. It 
was perfect with challah 
or rye bread. However, I 
don’t believe it came out 
of a jar here. The taste 
brought both nostalgia 
and a satisfied palate. 

Looking at the menu, 
I wanted to see the dif-
ference in much of the 
typical German fare. 
Schnitzel is a breaded 
and fried pork cutlet. 
Jagerschnitzel is served 

in a mushroom hunter 
sauce. Weiner schnitzel 
has a lemon wedge on 
the side, and Hungarian 
schnitzel has an Hungar-
ian Paprika sauce.

Bratwurst is deli-
cately seasoned pork and 
veal traditional German 
sausage. Krainerwurst 
is a slightly spicy smoked 
bratwurst infused with 
cheddar cheese.  Knock-
wurst is a fat and gar-
licky all beef sausage 
while Mozart Wurst is 
veal, ham, pimiento and 
parsley.  I discovered 
that they do not make the 

Manor Oktoberfest 
offers Bavarian cuisine 

throughout Queens

Manor Oktoberfest in Forest Hills is an expansion of Gallagher's location in Atlas Park. 

Continued on Page 38

Pretzels in the Forest Hills 
location are a hot seller. 
 Photos by Merle Exit
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck464646464666 1-1-1-1111199999 9 9 9 MaMaMaMaMaMaMararararararararathththththththononononononon PPP P P P PPkwkwkwkwkwkwkwkwyy.y.y.y.y.y.yyyyyy ,,, , ,,,,, LiLiLiLiLiittttttttttttttttlelelelelelele NNN N N NNecececececkkkkkk
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

No substitutions  
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$895

10% OFF
DINNER

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Ferdinand — After Ferdinand, 
a bull with a big heart, is 
mistaken for a dangerous 
beast, he is captured and torn 
from his home. Determined to 
return to his family, he rallies 
a misfi t team on the ultimate 
adventure.
When: Friday, Aug. 17, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Black Panther — T’Challa, 
heir to the hidden but 
advanced kingdom of 
Wakanda, must step forward 
to lead his people into a new 
future and must confront a 
challenger from his country’s 
past.
When: Saturday, Aug. 18, from 

8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Jumanji — When two kids 
fi nd and play a magical board 
game, they release a man 
trapped for decades in it and 
a host of dangers that can 
only be stopped by fi nishing 
the game.
When: Monday, Aug. 20, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Movies Under the Stars: 
RV — Robin Williams stars 
as an overworked executive 
who persuades his family to 
go on a road trip to Colorado 
in an RV.
When: Monday, Aug. 20, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Where: Cunningham Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 217-6452

EVENTS

Family Camping — We camp 
to create lasting memories, 
connect with the natural 
world, and bond with our 
families. Camping affords us 
the opportunity to unplug 
from the diversions of 
everyday life and to laugh 
and play with our families. 
The Urban Park Rangers 
celebrate the tradition of 
camping and we look forward 
to welcoming your family. 
To enter your family in the 
lottery, visit nyc.gov/parks/
rangers/register.
When: Friday, Aug. 17, from 7 
p.m. to 11:59 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, check 

TimesLedger’s website at WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM/SECTIONS/CALENDAR

Continued on Page 40
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 17-23, 2018

By Pete Canty

All Levels of Enforcement
Across
1. Peter the Great, e.g.
5. Start from scratch
9. Comes before 
rain or rock
13. City near Lake 
Tahoe
14. City on the 
Mohawk
16. Alone
17. "___ Karenina"
18. Moisten, as a 
turkey
19. Signs, as a 
contract
20. Hazzard's Rosco 
P. Coltrane, e.g.
23. Blackboard 
accessory
24. Campbell's metal
25. An end to sex?
28. Erie Canal mule
29. Departed
32. Maine national 
park
34. United States 
Marshal, e.g.
36. Court grp.
39. Feel sick
40. Barely beat
41. Highway 
patrolman, often
46. Get by
47. Dance bit
48. Jerk
51. Exist
52. Connections
54. Enigma

56. One of NY's 
Finest, e.g.
60. Hefty 
competitor
62. ___-Detoo
63. Cherry centers
64. Famous fiddler
65. Full
66. Family follower
67. Spa treatment
68. AAA offerings
69. Shell alternative

Down
1. Outlines
2. Madrid madame
3. Once a year
4. Horse colors
5. Grapefruit variety
6. Itinerary info
7. Gossip

8. Four duos
9. "Yeah, right!"
10. Trusted, with "in"
11. Sort
12. Tres - uno
15. Like some 
photographs
21. Marketing prefix
22. Ancient 
Peruvian
26. Half a prison?
27. Buddy
30. Dread
31. Green Day and 
others, e.g.
33. Teen chaser?
34. Destiny
35. Bunches
36. West Point letters
37. Broadway lead
38. "Be well"

42. Modify
43. Skater Harding 
and others
44. Sentence enders
45. Majestic
48. Look up to
49. Candidate lists
50. Smell and sight, 
e.g.
53. Jack of rhyme
55. Pool 
measurement
57. "American ___"
58. "The Simpsons" 
bus driver
59. MGM founder 
Marcus
60. Economic stat
61. Harper or Spike

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
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O P A L D E M O S H A G
R A V E E R U P T L A D E
B R O A D C A S T E I N O N
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E L I A M U D P I E S
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am

The Big Good Wolf — This modern day fairy tale, starring 
classic characters from The Three Bears and Little Red 
Riding Hood, fi nds Baby Bear and his friend Goldilocks 
making it their mission to help change the Big Bad Wolf into 
good. 
When: Tuesday, Aug. 21, from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors — York 
College Theatre Outreach presents William Shakespeare’s 
“The Comedy of Errors”, Shakespeare’s madcap farce of 
identical twins, mistaken identity, and classic confusion, 
boxed up in a teaching moment on the importance of 
understanding in a world ruled by the lure of money and 
infl exible laws.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 22, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — Pirate Pete is a lovable rogue 
on a mission: to fi nd his beloved runaway parrot Polly 
(who prefers pancakes to boring old birdseed), to fi nd his 
buried treasure, and to pay the rent to Baron Big-Butt. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 25, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: Secret Theatre
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children under 17
Contact: (718) 392-0722

sausage on the premises, 
but that doesn’t mean 
they are not great.   

If you like the taste of 
a smoked bone-in pork 
chop, Kassler Rippchen 
is the  for you. It is served 
with home fried potatoes 
and sauerkraut — you 
may be able to substitute 
a potato pancake for the 
home fries. 

My entrée of choice 
was the Sauerbraten, a 
test of taste of German 
cuisine.  Beef, usually a 
pot roast, is marinated 
for days to tenderize it 
and achieve the swewet 
and sour flavor. It is then 
roasted and served sit-
ting in the delicious gra-
vy that comes from the 
beef drippings.  Tradi-
tional accompaniments 
are spaetzle — a noodle 
dumpling made with 
flour, milk and eggs — 
and red cabbage.  As for 
my taste buds, and the 

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

person sitting next to me 
who ordered the same, it 
certainly achieved per-
fection.  

Having eyed a well-

lit dessert case, I asked 
the waiter if each of the 
selections were made on 
the premises. The apple 
straddle was, but not any 

of the others.  Not having 
what is tagged as Junior’s 
Cheesecake in quite a 
while, I opted for a slice.  
My cheesecake tastings 
have come to the conclu-
sion that although it tasted 
okay, I prefer La Cheese-
cake in College Point and 
Cascon in Whitestone.  

Manor Oktoberfest in 
Yellowstone is closed on 
Mondays and opens at 12 
p.m. every other day of the 
week. The restaurant clos-
es at 11 p.m. on Sunday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, and at 2 a.m. on 
Friday and Saturday.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.mano-
roktoberfest.com.

Continued from Page 36 

Cuisine

Sauerbraten is a signature Bavarian dish. 
 Photo by Merle Exit
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Local Pour House
213-11 41st Avenue, Bayside, New York  718-224-7687

Friday Night is Ladies Nite
Women Drink Free 10pm-2am

DJ Every Friday!

8/19 Sunday 
Brunch 
Special 
Appearance by
DJ Danny Bel 
2pm-6pm

Saturday 8/18 DJ Sammii Blendz!

Game Nite Every Wednesday 7pm-Close

Sunday 8/26 – Live Band Karaoke!

He and Urraca found-
ed the music group when 
they moved to NYC in 
2012, so diverse audi-
ences could enjoy the 
beauty of classical mu-
sic. CreArtBox’s mission 
is an important one be-
cause more people — es-
pecially young adults and 
even teens – throughout 
local communities and 
beyond, will now have 
the opportunity to enjoy 
high-quality, dynamic 
performances of inno-
vative music written by 
emerging and established 
living composers, as well 
as classical music from 
the 17th century onwards 
that uses innovative vi-
suals and set designs.

“Long Island City is 
always looking forward 
to creating a sense of com-
munity. We believe that 
music has the power of 
bringing people together 
and the CreArt Music 
Festival can be a great 

way to support that desire 
in this neighborhood,” 
Urraca said, adding, “And 
it will not be just classical 
music, we will join forces 
with new composers and 
present every concert 
with an exciting stage 
and projection design.”

Friday, Aug. 31, 8 

p.m.: “Folk Culture” 

(Piano trio, violin, cel-

lo and piano) 

Reserve your tickets 
for opening night and 
before you know it you’ll 
be zoning the world out. 
This work explores mu-

sic written for violin, 
cello and piano, and 
popular tunes in clas-
sical music. Repertoire 
will include: Beethoven’s 
Kakadu variations op. 
121a, Rachmaninoff’s 
Trio Elegiaque number 
1, Franck Martin’s Trio 
on Irish Folk Tunes, and 
Dvorak’s Dumky Trio.  

Saturday, Sept. 1, 8 

p.m.: “Awave” (Flute, 

piano and electronics) 

You should check out 
this amazing presenta-
tion of Guillermo Lapor-
ta’s “Awave,” which 

blends years of opera, 
symphonic and cham-
ber music performances 
with multimedia sound 
design and sound track 
composition. The per-
formance will present a 
collection of pieces writ-
ten for VR experiences, 
theatrical sound design 
and video games. It will 
also feature the world 
premiere of 10 new pieces 
for flute, piano and elec-
tronics. 

Sunday, Sept. 2, 8 

p.m.: “Just as They 

Are” (flute, clarinet, 

violin, cello, piano and 

dancer) 

Don’t miss the excit-
ing third concert, which 
will present the full core 
ensemble of CreArtBox 
with a full-scale set de-
sign and a unique visual 
approach. This will be 
the grand finale of the 
festival.  

So, why should folks 
experience this festival? 
What makes it special?

“People should come 
because we perform 
some of the best music 
ever written and every-

one should experience 
the magic of this music 
first hand,” Laporta 
said, adding, “On the 
other hand, we create an 
experience around these 
composers that goes be-
yond the music.”

Why did you choose 
Plaxall as your venue?

“We decided to part-
ner with Long Island City 
Artists (LiC-A) at The 
Plaxall Gallery because 
we loved the location and 
the space. We also like to 
present classical music on 
nontraditional spaces and 
bring our music to this 
new and trendy neighbor-
hood,” Laporta said.

“Also, the open layout 
of the Gallery offers us 
the ability to create the 
visual installation that 
we imagined for these 
kind of performances.”

A multimedia opera 
titled “Two Roads” and 
a new album are in the 
works, along with the 
next season of the CreArt 
Music Series, according 
to Laporta.

All performances are 
open to the public with 
a $5 suggested donation. 
To reserve tickets, visit 
c r e a r tb ox .t y p e for m .
com/to/B0QzSx.

CreArt 
Music 

Festival
Continued from Page 35 

The festival will be directed by flutist Guillermo Laporta and pianist Josefina Urraca, who both founded the music group 
CreArtBox in 2012. Photo by Jill Steinberg
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Stargazing on the 
Waterfront — Come see 
the stars and moon with 
the Amateur Astronomers 
Association of New York 
and Hunters Point Parks 
Conservancy. Telescopes are 
set up just west of the oval 
along the waterfront and AAA 
members provide instruction 
on how to identify objects in 
the sky. 
When: Friday, Aug. 17, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Hunter’s Point South 
Park
Cost: Free

Its My Park at Baisley 
Pond Park — This It’s My 
Park season, volunteer with 
Baisley Pond Park Block 
Association to beautify 
Baisley Pond Park.
When: Saturday, Aug. 18, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Baisley Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 608-9825

Rockaway Beach Super 
Boardwalk Street Fair — 
Enjoy the feeling of a street 
fair next to the beach. 
Browse through handmade 

and handpicked items sold 
by craft vendors, and get 
information about your 
home, business, or lifestyle.
When: Saturday, Aug. 18, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Beach 86th Street 
and Shorefront Parkway
Cost: Free
Contact: (516) 442-6000

Cido the Clown — Having 
entertained children for 
over 15 years, Cido is a 
member of the World Clown 
Association and Clowns of 

America International. From 
his red nose to his big feet, 
Cido is a professional clown 
to the fullest. This clown 
magic show is sure to be fun 
for all.
When: Saturday, Aug. 18, at 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: info@nycarousel.
com

Performance Dance at 
Socrates — Norte Maar’s 
Dance at Socrates returns 

for its sixth season, 
bringing dancemakers and 
their companies to a main 
stage set on the East River 
waterfront. Internationally 
recognized for its large-
scale sculpture and multi-
media installations, Socrates 
partners with Norte Maar to 
present this choreographic 
residency in the park, 
dedicated to the creation 
and presentation of dance.
When: Saturday, Aug. 18, 
from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 

Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Presto Pete and 
Incredulous Chris — Presto 
Pete and Incredulous Chris of 
Pete and Chris Amusements 
are New England’s only two-
man kids magic show. They 
give an ultra, high-energy 
performance that capture’s 
kids’ attention and doesn’t 
let go. They are two brothers 
who have been performing 
around the east coast for 

the past fi ve years making 
kid’s not only laugh, but also 
giggle and guffaw.
When: Sunday, Aug. 19, at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: info@nycarousel.
com

Ice Cream If You Can Get It 
Lecture and Tastings — Beat 
the heat with everyone’s 
favorite frozen treat. King 
Manor’s curator and food 
historian Kelsey Brow brings 
you the history of ice cream 
in America from our Founding 
Fathers to the present day. 
Yes, there will be tastings. 
Recommended for adults and 
children ages 12 and older.
When: Sunday, Aug. 19, from 3 
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: King Manor Museum
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545

Summer 2018 Katz Concert 
Series Featuring Dr Ks 
Motown Revue — Cover band 
Dr. K’s Motown Revue will 
be performing Motown hits. 
Bring a chair or blanket and 
enjoy the show.
When: Sunday, Aug. 19, from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: O’Donohue Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 286-3000

Continued from Page 37 

Arts

The Amateur Astronomers Association of New York and Hunters Point Parks Conservancy are providing telescopes, you 
just bring the wonder to “Stargazing on the Waterfront ,” on Friday at Hunter’s Point South Park. AP
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718.445.3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED
 
A new seven-story. mixed-

use apartment complex is 
coming soon to Flushing, 
complete with a grocery store 
and a Burger King. 

A permit was filed in De-
cember for the new 74-foot-tall 
structure, slated for 144-74 
Northern Blvd. It will include 
100 residential units, ground 
floor retail, and approxi-
mately 23,000 square feet of 
community facility space, ac-
cording to New York YIMBY, 
which covers the latest real 
estate developments in New 
York City. 

H-Mart, a Korean super-
market chain with most of its 
locations in New York, New 
Jersey and California, will 
be the main retail tenant 
along with a Burger King, 
which had stood by itself on 
the site. It was demolished 
to make space for the new 
building.

Sabre Real Estate Group is 
the developer of the project, 
and Ismael Levya Architects 
is the designer.  

There will be an addition-
al 2,250 square feet of avail-
able retail space that comes 
with a partial basement sep-
arating the two stores. The 

complex will also include 
a underground parking ga-
rage with capacity for 172 
vehicles, accessible through 
a ramp just off of Northern 
Boulevard. Tenants will 
have access to a lobby with 
a mailroom, recreational 
space on the second floor and 
a rooftop terrace, according 
to New York Yimby. 

The building will have a 
light brick facade with large, 
industrial-style windows facing 
the street, with four separate 
setbacks on the seventh floor, 
most likely for units that have 
private terraces. The main lob-
by will be located in the middle 
of the front elevation along 

Northern Boulevard. 
Tenants will have good ac-

cess to public transportation. 
Seven blocks away is the Mur-
ray Hill Train Station, ser-
viced by the Port Washing-
ton line on the Long Island 
Rail Road. Thirteen blocks 
away is the Main Street Sub-
way Station, which is the end 
of the line in Queens for 7 
trains, an anchor point for 
the commercial area.

No completion date has 
been announced yet. 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Rozic guide helps seniors
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic’s (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) Senior Resource Guide is 
the complete package to better 
serve seniors, their families, 
and caregivers in Queens. 

Rozic, along with state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Bayside) and 
community leaders, visited se-
niors last week at the Bayside 
Senior Center at 221-15 Horace 
Harding Expressway to an-
nounce the available Senior 
Resource Guide. 

“My district has some in-
credible resources for seniors 
and caregivers, and my Senior 
Resource Guide helps share 
those programs with families 
across the district,” said Ro-
zic. “I hope that by sharing 
all that this community has to 
offer, seniors can take advan-
tage of local senior centers, 

health facilities, and social 
services organizations.”

Compiled and printed this 
year, Rozic’s Senior Resource 
Guide lists many services to 
help seniors, including advo-

cacy organizations, caregiver 
support resources, consumer 
protection agencies, legal as-
sistance programs, transpor-
tation and housing resources 
and community centers. 

“This resource guide by 
Assembly member Rozic will 
serve as an important tool 
for many individuals,” said 
Stavisky. 

 The guide is available 
in both a print edition and 
online. Her office plans to 
provide it in additional lan-
guages including Chinese and 
Korean. 

Anyone interested in ob-
taining a copy can contact 
Rozic’s district office at (718) 
820-0241. 

 
Reach reporter Carlotta 

Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Velázquez knocks DHS 
over TPS termination

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
U.S. Rep. Nydia Ve-

lázquez (D-Brooklyn) is 
questioning the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity’s decision to end Tem-
porary Protected Status 
for immigrants from Nepal 
and Honduras. 

On Aug. 8, she led 31 
members of Congress in 
sending a letter to DHS to 
ask why the agency would 
terminate the immigrants’ 
status when there are safety 
threats plaguing the nations 
of Nepal and Honduras.

“TPS is a practical and 
effective tool for American 
foreign policy and allows 
the United States to respond 
quickly and appropriately 
in cases where safe haven is 
warranted,” the lawmakers 
wrote. “Safe haven status 
is not refugee status and, 
under current law, leads to 
no legal status despite the 
basis providing safe haven 
status exercised by both 
Republican and Democratic 
administrations.”

Many Nepali individuals 
live in Jackson Heights, Sun-
nyside, Woodside, and Ridge-
wood, which Velázquez also 
represents, according to real 
estate magazine brickunder-
ground.com. 

Immigrants from Nepal 
came to the United States 
after a 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake hit the Southeast 
Asian country in April 
2015, and again 17 days 
later with a 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake, according to 
the Mayor’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs. 

Hondurans under TPS 
came to the United States 
in 1999 in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Mitch in Octo-
ber 1998, according to the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
grations Service.

 The natural disaster was 
a Category 5 Hurricane.

All three catastrophes 
had long lasting, devastat-
ing affects on the two coun-
tries economically. 

The earthquakes trig-
gered landslides, collapsed 
buildings and left hundreds 
of thousands of Nepalis 
without shelter, medicine 
or food, according to Ox-
fam. the British coalition 
of charitable groups.

“In May of 2018, DHS ter-
minated TPS status for Nepal, 

despite ongoing damage from 
a 7.8 earthquake in 2015 that 
killed 9,000 people and de-
stroyed over 755,000 homes,” 
the congresswoman said. 

Hurricane Mitch cost 
Honduras nearly $2 bil-
lion in damages, left over 
600,000 people dead, injured 
and/or homeless. Since the 
devastation, 74 percent of 
the population (8.5 million) 
lives in poverty and have 
faced even more violent 
storms as it tried to recov-
er, according to interna-
tional organizations Oxfam 
and World Neighbors. 

“In the case of Hondu-
ras, President Trump’s 
DHS terminated TPS in 
June despite a 2016 report 
noting that the country was 
facing a housing deficit of 
1.1 million homes and was 
plagued by public health 
outbreaks of Dengue Fever 
and Chikungunya,” said 
Velázquez. 

 She is calling into ques-
tion the DHS interpretation 
of the statutory require-
ments of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act in 
terms of how it is elimi-
nating TPS holders, and 
more 37 organizations have 
endorsed her letter to the 
Department of Homeland 
Security.

DHS Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen said the reason for 
terminating TPS for the two 
countries and many others 
that were struck by disas-
ter was based on “a review 
of the environmental disas-
ter-related conditions upon 
which the country’s original 
designation was based and 
an assessment of whether 
those originating conditions 
continue to exist.”

 The head of a Nepali Hu-
man Rights Group based in 
Woodside spoke out.

“The elimination of TPS 
was a crushing blow to 
these hardworking individ-
uals, and we request USCIS 
Director [Francis] Cissna 
to consider exercising their 
power to provide safe haven 
given the proven country 
conditions in Nepal,” said 
Pabitra Benjamin, execu-
tive director of Adhikaar, 
who signed the letter.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

State Assemblywoman Nily Rozic’s 
Senior Resource Guide includes the 
necessary information for seniors, 
caregivers and family members.  

Courtesy of Rozic’s office

New complex on its way
Flushing apt. structure will include Burger King, grocery store 

A rendering of the apartment complex set to rise at 144-74 Northern 
Blvd. in Flushing.  Rendering courtesy of New York YIMBY 
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

It looks like David Wright 
is attempting another come 
back. 

The Mets’ captain hasn’t 
played in a major league 
game since May 2016 and has 
battled multiple injuries, in-
cluding three surgeries. Still, 
Wright is admirably attempt-
ing to make it back to The 
Show. But that may not be the 
best idea.

First, I want to applaud 
Wright, 35, for his dedication 
and effort in trying to make a 
comeback. But we’ve seen this 
movie before. He attempted 
comebacks in each of the last 

two seasons, to no avail. One 
step forward, two steps back. 

This time around, it ap-
pears he has acknowledged it 
could be his last chance. 

“I haven’t thought much 
about it, but since I have been 
in the big leagues it’s been 
over two years, so at some 
point if physically I can do 
it, great, and if physically I 
can’t, that’s a whole different 
conversation,” Wright told 
the New York Post Monday. 

Wright also acknowledged 
that he can’t really throw any-
more, which is a big problem, 

David Wright has started a minor league rehab assignment in what 
could be his last chance to make it back to the big leagues.  AP

BY ZACH GEWELB

As the end of summer 
nears, the start of the St. 
John’s men’s soccer team’s 
season approaches.

In fact, the team has al-
ready started the exhibi-
tion portion of its schedule, 
earning a 2-1 victory over 
New Hampshire Monday 
afternoon after playing to 
a 0-0 draw against Fordham 
Aug. 10. The Johnnies have 
one more exhibition game 
planned in Queens Satur-
day against LIU Brooklyn 
before the regular season 
kicks off. 

Lenny Wilson, Ryan Mill-

er, Tyron Matuta and Luka 
Gavran combined to shut 
out Fordham, while Mau-
ricio Rivas and Tanitoluwa 
Oluwaseyi each scored for 
the Red Storm in the victory 
over New Hampshire.

St. John’s played to an 8-6-
3 record last season under 
head coach Dave Masur, good 
for third place in the Big East 
conference. The Johnnies’ 
5-2-2 conference record was 
the program’s best mark in 
Big East play since 2009. The 
Red Storm defeated Creighton 
3-1 in the quarterfinal match 
of the Big East Tournament 
before falling to Georgetown 
in the semifinals. 

This season, the John-
nies have 25 new players 
on their roster and have 
17 games scheduled, 10 of 
which will be played on 
their home pitch at Belson 
Stadium. The squad will 
kick off the regular season 
on the West Coast, where it 
faces off against UC Santa 
Barbara Aug. 24 and Loyola 
Marymount Aug. 26. 

The Johnnies will host 
their first home game Aug. 
31 against Fairfield. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Mauricio Rivas scored in St. John’s preseason victory over New Hampshire Monday afternoon. 
Courtesy of St. John’s Atheltics

Continued on Page 44

David Wright attempts 
yet another comeback

Ready for action
St. John’s men’s soccer braces for 2018 season

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

being that he still considers 
himself a third baseman. 

“I do what I’m told, and for 
now I am taking all my balls at 
third base and I haven’t heard 
anything different,” Wright 
said. “Until that day comes, 
I will be staying over at third 
base.

Wright has began a minor 
league rehab assignment with 
High-A St. Lucie. In his first 
two games, he’s gone 0-4 at the 
plate with three strike outs 
and one walk. It’s certainly 
been a slow start for the former 
slugger. 

And while its possible he 
can turn it around at the plate, 
it’s just as likely that he can’t. 
And if he can’t hit and can’t 
throw, he has no value on the 
field. Baseball is not an easy 
sport to begin with, but when 
you take into account the 
amount of time Wright has 
been sidelined, chances are 
slim he can return to being an 
effective major leaguer. 

That being said, his pres-
ence around the big league 
club could be paramount down 
the stretch. Not in terms of 
wins and losses —the Mets 
season has essentially been a 

lost cause —but because of his 
clubhouse presence. 

One of Wright’s best traits 
as a player was his leader-
ship ability. His calmness and 
confidence in the clubhouse 
helped make his teammates 
better. And as currently con-
structed, the Mets don’t really 
have someone on the roster 
who can fill that role. In fact, 
they haven’t since 2016. 

Yoenis Cespedes isn’t that 
guy. Asdrubal Cabrera was 
a solid veteran presence the 
last couple of years, but he was 
never the player the Wright 
was. Jay Bruce also fits into 
that category. Curtis Grand-
erson was a leader, but was a 
shell of the player he once was 
as his time with the Mets came 
to an end. 

Wright can still be a posi-
tive influence on this team. 
He may not be able to play 

any more. But he can bring 
stability to the clubhouse as 
a coach or advisor and help 
usher in the next genera-
tion of Mets. Amed Rosario, 
Michael Conforto, Brandon 
Nimmo and Dom Smith are 
all talented young players 
who can use some guidance. 
Perhaps Wright can help the 
talented bunch reach their 
full potential. 

Again, you have to applaud 
Wright’s effort in making his 
latest comeback. But it’s just not 
meant to be. Wright needs to 
come to terms with the fact that 
he is no longer a player and, if he 
chooses, step into a role within 
the organization where he can 
still make a difference. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

Continued from Page 43 

Mets

Even if his playing days are over, Wright can still make his presence felt 
in the Mets organization. AP
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application on their smart-
phones to receive distance 
and directional prompts as 
they move about the facility.

“We also use a system of 
ramps and rails to help them 
safely navigate the space ef-
ficiently,” said the CEO. “We 
also use high contrast colors 
and different colors tones in 
the network of 19 buildings 
that are all linked together, 
like the size of a city block, 

and it’s like a labyrinth in 
some respects.”

The buildings are inter-
locked and have guide rails 
and high contrast f loors, so 
that a person with weak vi-
sion can discern one room 
from another.

During the renovations, 
the company received two 
new major orders from the 
Army and the U.S. Navy, ac-
cording to the CEO. 

In the spring, the U.S. 
Navy ordered 5,000 fitness 
pants and the Army ordered 
100,000 of Alphapointe’s Tac-
tical Mechanical Tourni-

quets, which will enable the 
enterprise to hire more em-
ployees later this year. 

“This is happening at an 
exciting time,” said Mabry. 
“The neighborhood has been 
really good to us and we 
made a lot of new friends in 
the neighborhood who have 
been welcoming to our em-
ployees and our enterprise. 
We want to be good neigh-
bors, too.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

The four men allegedly 
“beat the victim, shot him in 
the head once and attempted 
to shoot him a second time 
as he lay on the ground, but 
the firearm apparently mal-
functioned,” according to 
Donoghue in his request for 
detention. 

Medical records show the 
victim was initially para-
lyzed from the neck down 
as a result of the gunshot 
wound, but he is currently a 
paraplegic. 

In a recorded prison 
call, Melvi Amador-Rios  in-
formed the newer members 

that they “have the pass, 
you know, to be homeboys,” 
which means, according to 
Donoghue, the Jamaica at-
tack made them full-fledged 
members of MS-13. 

“Finally, as noted, 
the circumstances of the 
charged crimes and the de-
fendants membership in 
MS-13 clearly demonstrate 
that the defendants would 
pose a significant danger 
to the community and the 
witnesses against them if 
released,” according to the 
request. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

years to attain the same 
earnings as their white 
male counterparts to close 
the $1,274,000 earnings gap,  
the report found.

The report also looked at 
the poverty levels of black 
women in 2016 and their 
educational attainment be-
tween 2010 and 2016. 

Queens (14.2 percent) 
had the smallest poverty 
rate for black women and 
Manhattan (31.1 percent) 
had the largest, while the 
Bronx (27.9 percent), Staten 
Island (27.1 percent) and 
Brooklyn (23 percent) fell 
in between. 

In 2016, 23.4 percent of 
black women and girls in 
the city lived in poverty, 
compared to 11.3 percent 
for white men and boys, 
and nearly twice the rate 
among white women and 
girls (12.8 percent). 

Between 2010 and 2016, 
black women outpaced (14.5 
percent) other women (10.9 
percent) across racial and 
ethnic groups in attaining 
a bachelor’s and graduate 
degrees, as well as white 
men (9 percent).

Despite these higher 
college completion rates, 
the unemployment rate 
for black women was 11.4 
percent in 2016, compared 
to 5.6 percent for white 
men. They obtained fewer 
jobs in management busi-
ness, science, and arts oc-
cupations; sales and office 
occupations; natural re-
sources, construction and 
maintenance occupations; 
and production, transpor-
tation, and material mov-

ing occupations. 
The only sector where 

black women had more jobs 
compared to white men 
were in service. 

The comptroller’s analy-
sis of the wage gap for black 
women depicted it as hurt-
ing the economic security 
of black women, their fami-
lies and the city. 

 The wage gap penalizes 
black women every year.

 They lose around 20 
months of child care for an 
infant, almost three-years’ 
worth of food for a family 
of four, nearly two-years’ 
worth of rent, which is the 
equivalent of more than a 
one-quarter down payment 
on a home, or a new car and 
the equivalent of 22 years 
worth of monthly Metro-
Cards the wage gap for one 
year. Full-time four-year 
tuition at a CUNY insti-
tution is another loss for 
black women. 

The report estimates that 
if the wage gap were closed, 
more than 350,000 black 
women working full-time 
in New York City would 
have collectively contrib-
uted around $11.2 billion to 
the local economy.

“In a city like New York 
that touts its progressive 
ideals, it is an outrage 
that black women in 2018 
are still denied economic 
equality,” said Stringer. 
“As a city we’re failing to 
level the playing field for 
black women and denying 
them the opportunity to 
buy their own home, pur-
sue more education, or have 
economic security.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

“Deporting Edisson Barros 
will not Make America Great 
Again. It will succeed only in 
decimating and devastating a 
family,” Moya said, before the 
referring to President Trump’s 
2016 campaign slogan. “There 
is no honor in visiting this 
hell on Edisson and his family, 
and doing so is not a defense 
of America or liberty. In the 
interest of justice, we are call-
ing on Judge Mirlande Tadal 
to stay his deportation, at least 
until she can review his case 
and make an informed deci-
sion.”

Barros was arrested after 
his dog ran into the road and in 
an attempt to get the attention of 
a motorist, threw his keys at the 
car that was barreling toward 
his pet, according to Moya.

“I am horrified and an-
gered by the actions taken by 
the federal government to try 
to take Edisson Barros away 
from his family and his home 
for the last 25 years,” state 
Assemblywoman Ari Espinal 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “I 
join Council member Fran-
cisco Moya in asking Judge 
Mirlande Tadal to stay Edis-
son’s deportation. The federal 
government must stop tearing 
families apart.”

But Moya admitted the 
case of Barros was personal to 
him considering their shared 
heritage and the timing of the 
scheduled deportation.

“Mr. Barros came to the 
United States not to be a bur-
den on taxpayers or take ad-
vantage of any system. He 
came here without malice 
or corrupt intent. Mr. Bar-
ros came here out of a sense 
of duty to his family, to be a 

father to his U.S.-born daugh-
ters, and to provide them with 
financial and emotional sup-
port — as would any father ca-
pable of doing so,” Moya said. 
“Like him, my family came to 
Queens from Ecuador and the 
timing of this case triggers a 
cognitive dissonance for me. 
August is Ecuadorian Heri-
tage month. Over this past 
weekend, thousands of people 
came out to Northern Boule-
vard — despite the heat wave 
— to celebrate our annual Ec-
uadorian Independence Day 
parade.”

Queens is home to one third 
of the Ecuadorian population 
in the state, centralized in 
Corona, Jackson Heights and 
Woodside.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.
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Barros

Edisson Barros, a Maspeth resident originally from Ecuador, was deported Aug. 14 after Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents arrested him.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


