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BY NAEISHA ROSE

With construction underway 
at a homeless shelter in Ozone 
Park, elected officials rallied last 
Friday with dozens of members 
from the local community across 
the street from the construction 
site after a second homeless indi-
vidual allegedly attacked a person 
in the area.

The Oct. 12 rally, sponsored by 
state Assemblyman Mike Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) and the Ozone 
Park Residents Block Association 
— headed by President Sam Es-
posito — was led by Bangladeshi 
American Community Develop-
ment & Youth Services.

Ozone Park resident Shamim 
Ahmed, 45, the victim of the latest 
attack, spoke about the incident 
that left him with bruises circling 
his eye.

“Monday at midnight, I was 
doing laundry with my wife,” 
said Ahmed, who added that the 
suspect, Paul Gaspard, 39, of Ja-
maica, allegedly started to curse 
him out.

“’Why do you do this?’” Ahmed 
said he asked Gaspard. 

Ahmed’s said Gaspard hit him 
in the face and as he tried to defend 
himself, his wife tried to break up 
the fight, only to get pushed by the 
defendant.

“I said that I was going to call 
the police,” said Ahmed, noting 
that the suspect also spit on him. 
“His behavior is no good.”

The Oct. 8 incident allegedly 
occurred at approximately 11:29 
p.m. at the Superclean Laundro-
mat, located at 74-02 101st Ave., 
according to a police report. The 
attack left Ahmed with minor fa-
cial injuries. The suspect also had 
a small amount of marijuana on 
him, according to police.

After the attack, Ahmed is op-
posed to the idea of the homeless 

shelter —located at 81-15 101st 
Ave., seven blocks away from 
where he was assaulted — that is 
being built for 113 mentally ill in-
dividuals.

“I don’t think our commu-
nity is sufficient enough to sup-
port this,” said Ahmed. “It’s near 
schools and families... it should 
be moved some other place for the 
betterment of the community.”

Esposito and Misba Abdin, the 
founder of BADCYS, are not op-
posed to having a shelter within 
the community, but believe it 
should be one that fits the charac-
ter of the area and that mentally 
ill folks should have a facility that 
better supports their needs.

U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Brooklyn) and state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
agreed. 

“We never, ever said no as a 
community to no homeless people 
here,” said Addabbo. “We will do 
our share... give us women, do-
mestic violence victims, give us 
seniors, or give us veterans and 
we would accept them and wel-
come them into our community. 
With the mentally ill, they need 
a facility where they get the help 
that they need.” 
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Things are about to get a 
lot brighter along Jamaica 
Avenue.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) was 
joined last Friday by the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion and community leaders 
to announce the installation 
of new pedestrian lighting 
along the thoroughfare in 
Woodhaven. 

As part of the first phase 
of the project, the new LED 
World’s Fair pedestrian 
lights are now complete at 
nearly a dozen locations 
between 91st Street and 
Woodhaven Boulevard, DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said at the Oct. 12 
press conference outside of 
Avenue Diner, located at 91-
06 Jamaica Ave. 

“Around the city, we have 
heard from small businesses 
and New Yorkers near el-
evated trains, and (they) feel 
safer and more secure when 
streets and sidewalks down 
below are more brightly lit,” 
said Trottenberg. “This new 
lighting will not only im-
prove quality of life for com-
muters and shoppers along 
Jamaica Avenue, these new 
energy-efficient LED treat-
ments provide a sustainably 
lit and safer retail and com-
munity environment.”

The poles for the newly 
installed World’s Fair pe-
destrian lights were first 
introduced in the borough 
in 1964 during the World’s 
Fair, held in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

Lighting under elevated 
tracks is uniquely challeng-
ing because the support col-
umns create shadows and 
the elevated structure limits 
the height of the streetlight 
poles. Both of these condi-
tions make it a challenge to 
light both the sidewalks and 

the street, said Ulrich. 
“The newly-installed 

World’s Fair pedestrian 
lights will not only make 
our streets safer, they will 
also add a unique aesthetic 
vibe to one of the busiest 
commercial corridors in 
Queens — all at a minimal 
impact to our environment,” 
said Ulrich. 

The $1.4 million project 
was funded in capital con-
tributions from Ulrich and 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz for the DOT to install 
the new poles with LED lu-
minaries to provide better 
lighting for both the street 
and sidewalk. 

According to the DOT, 
the implementation of LED 
lighting along the corri-
dor will continue in phases 
throughout the fall. 

The lights are meant to 
enhance visibility, boost the 
look of the streetscape, save 
energy costs and help the 
city reduce its overall car-
bon footprint by more than 
30 percent by the year 2030. 

While the DOT is install-
ing new lights from Forest 
Parkway to 109th Street, it 
will continue to work with 
elected officials to expand 
the distinctive lighting to 
other parts of the corridor.

“It is a special treat to 
bring elements of the 1964 
World’s Fair — a part of 
Queens’ rich history — to 
the streets of Woodhaven,” 
said Katz. “Thanks to the 
partnership with DOT and 
Councilmember Ulrich, 
the new sustainable light-
ing along Jamaica Avenue 
in Woodhaven will en-
hance the streetscape for 
residents, businesses and 
visitors alike.”

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Emotions ran high Monday 
night at Greater Allen A.M.E. 
Cathedral of New York in St. 
Albans as congregants and 
community leaders cried dur-
ing a performance art piece 
that was held at the church to 
kick-start a town hall centered 
on speaking out against gun 
violence.

During the Oct. 15 perfor-
mance, children and teenag-
ers acted out going to school, 
hanging out with friends and 
spending time with family 
during outings with their sib-
lings. 

In each scenario, a child or 
teen was shot. One of the last 
performances saw the actors 
pretend to mourn their loved 
who were gunned down on the 
streets and held a funeral pro-
cession, which brought many 
guests in attendance to tears.

Another scene included 
children performing mono-
logues about the adults in 
their life and members in their 
community needing to take a 
stand against the gun violence 
they see in their neighbor-
hood. While the kids recited 
their speeches, makeshift 
street signs read “Anywhere” 
and “Anytime,” referring to 
where and when shootings 
could happen. 

“I don’t live in a warzone, 
but technically I do,” one child 
said during a monologue. 

Afterward, there was a 
short film titled “Wake Up: 
The Time for Change is Now,” 
which depicted photos of chil-
dren impacted or slain by gun 
violence, news reports of those 
lost to gun violence and statis-
tics that said the third leading 
cause of children dying is gun 
violence.

Dan Rodriguez, an associ-
ate pastor at Greater Allen 
who also serves as the minis-
ter of social justice issues at 

the church, introduced a panel 
of eight experts with different 
specialties and ways to combat 
or help families that have been 
victims of gun violence. 

He also read the 2017 statis-
tics on gun violence from the 
NAACP, the national organi-
zation that fights for the ad-
vancement of people of color.

“Everyday, on average, 
42 Americans were killed by 
gun violence,” said Rodriguez. 
“There were more than 31,000 
firearm related injuries last 
year. In the same year, there 
were more than 4,000 Ameri-
can children younger than 17 
that were killed or injured by 
guns from street shootings to 
mass shootings.”

One of the leading panelists 
of the night was Erica Ford, an 
activist and the co-founder of 
LIFE Camp Inc. — a nonprofit 
located at 111-12 Sutphin Blvd. 
in Jamaica that works to re-
duce violence by promoting 
peaceful actions that was rec-
ognized for its efforts by for-
mer President Barack Obama.

“It takes intense work to 
get someone to change their 
mind from shooting someone 
who they are focused on shoot-
ing,” said Ford. “It also takes 
someone to represent hope 
when you have a community 

that pushes them to the side 
and turns their nose on them, 
and treats them like they are 
a criminal or not wanted in 
their own community. So we 
give them hope.”

LIFE Camp provides me-
diation and therapy services, 
educational help and throws 
social events throughout the 
year to aid children between 
the ages of 13 to 24 and their 
families by giving them alter-
natives to violence, bullying 
and other anti-social behav-
ior. 

“The question for south-
east Queens is what are we as 
individuals ready to commit 
ourselves to do,” said Ford. 
“The time for change is a 
very long road... and we got 
to do extra work, because our 
children in southeast Queens 
have been dying for a very 
long time.”

Ford also said that parents 
could do more by boycotting 
organizations that support 
the NRA and support institu-
tions that help the community, 
that parents could check their 
kid’s book bags and what they 
are doing on social media, and 
join neighborhood block watch 
groups. 

“It takes work to change 
the condition of our children,” 
said Ford. “If we are concerned 
about our children lets invest 
in our children.”

Also at the meeting was 
Dr. Phil Craig, the president 
of the Queens chapter of the 
National Action Network, 
Community Affairs Officer 
Jermaine Washington of the 
113 Precinct, John Watson of 
the Office of Victim Services, 
brothers Lance and Todd 
Feurtado of the King of Kings 
Foundation, Dr. Keneca Boyce, 
a clinical social worker and 
therapist, and Kamell Ellis of 1 
World Fest, a global nonprofit 
promoting diversity and social 
harmony. 

Kids at town hall held up signs to 
protest gun violence. 

New, bright LED lights 
coming to Woodhaven

A safer tomorrow
St. Albans church hosts town hall on gun violence
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

The Samaritan Daytop Foun-
dation based in Briarwood has 
launched a new fund-raising 
effort to empower donors to dou-
ble their impact as part of the $1 
Million Matching Challenge. 

Eric Hadar, founder of The 
Eric Hadar Family Foundation, 
unveiled the challenge Oct. 10 
at the Samaritan Daytop Foun-
dation’s Where Good Lives 
Gala, recognizing the work of 
individuals and organizations 
who have demonstrated lead-
ership in their commitment to 
New York’s most vulnerable 
residents. 

The Queens-based organiza-
tion — located at 138-02 Queens 
Blvd. — is one of New York’s 
largest health and human ser-
vices nonprofits. It provides 
life-saving programs for people 
battling addiction and mental 
health issues, innovative ser-
vices for veterans, programs 
for homeless individuals and 
families, and initiatives for 
women and children. 

Samaritan Daytop Village 
is the beneficiary of the $1 
Million Matching Challenge. 

Proceeds donated to Samar-
itan Daytop Foundation will be 
matched — dollar for dollar — 
by Hadar’s Family Foundation, 
up to $500,000. 

Founded in 2015, The Eric 
Hadar Family Foundation 
helps to fund institutes at the 
forefront of research in the 
field of substance abuse treat-
ment and prevention, as well as 
funding organizations commit-
ted to supporting individuals in 
recovery and families through 
job training, housing, and on-
going support services. 

“There has never been a 
more critical moment to sup-
port the work of Samaritan 
Daytop Village, which is saving 
the lives of thousands of New 
Yorkers through its innovative 
and compassionate programs,” 
said Hadar, the chairman and 
CEO of Allied Partners, a real 
estate investment, development 
and property management 
firm in New York. “I could not 

be prouder to stand with this 
extraordinary organization as 
we address some of the most 
challenging problems facing 
New York City today.”

Since 2015, Hadar has do-
nated more than $680,000 to 
Samaritan Daytop Founda-
tion. His donations through 
the Matching Challenge will 

increase his total giving to 
the organization to over $1 
million. 

Hadar began donating to the 
nonprofit following the merger 
of Samaritan Village and Day-
top Village at the end of 2014. 

“We are grateful to Eric Ha-
dar for his generosity and for 
his extraordinary service to 
the board of Samaritan Daytop 
Foundation. We are ready to 
meet his million-dollar chal-
lenge and hope that others will 
join him, and us, in making 
a lasting impact on the lives 
of thousands of New Yorkers 
in need,” said Colleen Taylor, 
chair of the Samaritan Daytop 
Foundation Board. 

For more information about 
the $1 Million Matching Chal-
lenge, visit  www.501auctions.
com/WhereGoodLivesGala/
custom/1-million-matching-
challenge .

Reach reporter Carlotta Mo-
hamed by e-mail at cmohamed@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4526.

Eric Hadar, founder of The Eric D. Hadar Family Foundation. 
                    Courtesy of Samaritan Daytop Village 

Samaritan Daytop Foundation launches fund-raiser
Donations will be matched — up to $500,000 — by The Eric Hadar Family Foundation
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

Environmentalists are voic-
ing their opposition against 
the latest route of the proposed 
LaGuardia AirTrain.

The Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey 
launched an environmental 
review process when it filed 
a series of analyses with the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration last Thursday, listing 
20 options to improve access 
to the airport including ex-
press bus lanes, ferry service 
and a previously proposed 
extension of the Astoria line.

The agency made clear its 
“preferred alternative” is an 
elevated train operating be-
tween LaGuardia and Willets 
Point, with transfers to the 
Long Island Rail Road and the 
MTA’s No. 7 subway line, a pro-
posal favored by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo. 

“As is the case with any 
critical infrastructure proj-
ect, public input and a thor-
ough evaluation of all alter-
natives is paramount,” Port 
Authority Executive Director 
Rick Cotton said. “Our goal is 
to provide LaGuardia Airport 

passengers with a convenient, 
reliable world-class rail con-
nection with travel times be-
low 30 minutes from midtown 
Manhattan. We’re grateful for 
the invaluable community in-

put that has guided our plan-
ning thus far and look forward 
to additional engagement as 
the FAA proceeds with the for-
mal environmental review.”

In the original proposal, 

the AirTrain was to run along-
side the Grand Central Park-
way but after complaints from 
Community Board 3 and civic 
associations representing 
neighborhoods that surround 
LaGuardia Airport, the Port 
Authority went back to the 
drawing board and developed 
a new route that would move 
the route closer to Flushing 
Bay and away from residential 
neighborhoods.

The Guardians of Flushing 
Bay announced its opposition 
to the project on Friday. The 
coalition of dragon-boaters, 
residents and citywide part-
ners called the proposed route 
a threat to parkland, a burden 
to residents, and a backwards 
step in New York City’s move 
toward climate resilience.

“Guardians urges PANYNJ 
to redefine its goals for the 
project from prioritizing new 
construction to prioritizing all 
New Yorkers,” the Guardians 
said in a statement. “In an area 
starved of parks and criss-
crossed by highways, the pre-
ferred route passes over more 
than a quarter of the Flush-
ing Bay promenade and takes 
away parkland. Resting in a 

100-year flood plan, the prom-
enade could act as a climate 
resilient sponge for the city as 
an asset for the community, 
but instead it may serve as yet 
another example of top-down 
infrastructure planning.”

Another environmental 
group, Riverkeeper, slammed 
the Port Authority’s plan, say-
ing the traffic and alternatives 
analyses had not been vetted 
by experts and community 
members and that the time-
line of just one year for the 
environmental review was in-
adequate. Riverkeeper noted 
that the JFK AirTrain envi-
ronmental review spanned 
three years.

“The Port Authority seems 
focused more on the date for the 
ribbon cutting than on earning 
community support and con-
ducting a meaningful environ-
mental review,” Riverkeeper 
President Paul Galley said. “It’s 
time for a real public discussion 
about the very serious issues 
that surround the Port Author-
ity’s AirTrain plan.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Local environmental groups are objecting to the Port Authority’s plans for a 
rail link to LaGuardia Airport after the original route running alongside the 
Grand Central Parkway was moved closer to Flushing Bay. 

Courtesy of Cuomo’s office

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng’s 
(D-Flushing) measures in the 
FAA Reauthorization Act were 
recently signed into law by 
President Trump, including 
provisions that seek to allevi-
ate airplane noise over Queens 
and other communities across 
the country. 

The FAA Reauthorization 
Act of 2018 (H.R. 302) reau-
thorizes funding for the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
(FAA) and related revenue 
through Sept. 30, 2023. The 
president signed the bill into 
law Oct. 5.

The bill includes Meng’s 
provision that sets a deadline 
for the FAA to develop new 
methods of measuring aircraft 
noise. 

“Residents of Queens con-
tinue to do battle against the 
deafening airplane noise that 
has plagued our borough for 
way too long,” said Meng. “I 
have worked on numerous ini-
tiatives to combat this problem 
and many of the provisions in 
the FAA Reauthorization Act 

will help us make major prog-
ress in this fight. The people of 
Queens deserve relief.” 

In March, Meng and mem-
bers of the Quiet Skies Caucus 
passed legislation into law 
that requires the FAA to con-
tinue evaluating alternative 
metrics to the Day-Night Aver-
age Sound Level (DNL) 65, the 
current national standard at 
which the agency determines 
acceptable levels of aircraft 
noise. 

Meng’s measure requires 
the FAA to complete this eval-
uation within one year. 

“Looking at other methods 
of examining noise will pro-
vide more accurate readings of 
noise annoyance levels caused 
by airplanes, and will help de-
velop approaches to alleviate 
it,” said Meng.

The FAA bill also contains 
provisions mandating a com-
munity engagement process 
for new or adjusted flight paths 
and procedures, a study on the 
health impacts of flight noise 
in New York and other parts of 
the country, an update of noise 
exposure maps to determine 

eligibility for noise mitigation 
funding, and reviews of phas-
ing out older aircrafts with 
loud engines. 

Additionally, Meng secured 
other provisions, including 
requiring the FAA to update 
its cybersecurity policies to 
protect aircraft electronic 
systems from cyber attacks, a 
Collegiate Training Initiative 
Program that prepares stu-

dents for careers involving un-
manned aircraft systems, and 
the creation of an advisory 
board to expand scholarship 
opportunities and enhance 
aviation training, mentorship, 
education, and outreach pro-
grams to women. 

Meng has also requested 
the Government Accountabil-
ity Office to issue a report to 
Congress on each air carrier’s 

employee training policies 
regarding racial, ethnic, and 
religious nondiscrimination. 
The measure would also re-
quire the Secretary of Trans-
portation to develop and share 
best training practices that 
would be crafted in response 
to the GAO report with air 
carriers.

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-
Little Neck), co-chair of the 
Quiet Skies Caucus, said 
with the multiple provisions 
included in the FAA Reau-
thorization Act, they’re tak-
ing another step closer to 
mitigating aircraft noise and 
improving quality of life for 
those affected. 

“I’m proud of the work the 
caucus is doing to increase 
awareness of this issue and 
demonstrate to all Members 
of Congress that the concerns 
of our constituents are signifi-
cant and demand action,” said 
Suozzi. 

 
Reach reporter Carlotta 

Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng’s measures in the FAA Reauthorization Act sets 
a deadline for the FAA to develop new methods of measuring aircraft 
noise. File photo

President signs Meng’s bill to reduce aircraft noise

Environmentalists speak out against LGA AirTrain
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens Centers for Progress, 
a nonprofit that provides servic-
es for children and adults with 
disabilities, hosted its third an-
nual “QCP Champions Awards” 
last week in Jamaica Hills for 
participants of its program with 
developmental disabilities who 
achieved significant milestones 
this year.

Pat Coulaz and Margaret 
MacPherson — board members 
of QCP with personal connec-
tions to the nonprofit — orga-
nized the Oct. 11 event, which 
celebrated 10 individuals who 
were honored for their success 
at school, finding their own 
residence and for their work in 
day programs, according to a 
spokesman for Queens Centers 
for Progress .

“We are on the board of di-
rectors, but we are also family 
members,” said Coulaz, whose 
daughter has special needs and 
has been at QCP for 30 years. 

Despite losing her brother, 
who had an intellectual disabil-
ity, two years ago, MacPherson 
is happy to still be involved with 
QCP. 

“The staff here is so spe-
cial,” said MacPherson. “The 
staff here is not only smart 
and knowledgeable in their 
field, they care and will abso-

lutely take of [the participants] 
as though they were your own 
child.”

The center provides pro-
grams that teach individuals 
how to be independent, get jobs, 
socialize, travel, shop, self-care 
and how to join senior and geri-
atric organizations, according 
to Josie Davide, the director of 
day services at QCP, which is 
located at 81-15 164th St. 

“We do this through a whole 
variety of settings and we have 
over 20 volunteer sites,” said 
Davide. “We do training in the 
community. In-house we do 
computer skills, recreation, 
we do art shows and we have a 
corner store, a green house and 
a kitchen to teach independent 
skills.”

When it comes to getting 
fund-raising for the programs, 

Wendy Phaff, the director of 
development at QCP, is never 
satisfied. 

“Right now we raise $1.1 mil-
lion a year,” said Phaff. “We are 
always looking to raise more. 
We are always looking for new 
partners in the community and 
to engage people.”

To help raise money for 
the program, Phaff and QCP 
host a golf outing. They also 
have volunteers that run in 
the New York City marathon 
(Nov. 4), as well as a food 
tasting event at Terrace on 

the Park in Flushing in Feb-
ruary and a gala and a walk 
around the building that in-
cludes members of the com-
munity and surrounding 
schools, according to the 
director. 

One of the honorees of the 
program was Gerald Turner, 
26, of Hollis. He has autism and 
since joining the QCP, he has 
joined the Dream Street Theater 
Company in Brooklyn, sang in 
concerts and joined a singing 
group with the help of music 
therapist at the center’s day pro-
gram and he cleans the cafeteria 
at PS 811 in Little Neck.

When he is not playing bas-
ketball or ice-skating, he vol-
unteers to pack snacks for the 
elderly at SNAP centers.

“I like playing basketball at 
the YMCA,” said Turner. “I like 
singing with Janet.”

His mother, April Whitlock 
Turner, said she discovered that 
he had autism when he was 3 
years old and he did not become 
verbal until he was 5 years old. 
He joined QCP when he was 21.

“QCP keeps him very busy,” 
said Whitlock Turner. “He real-
ly looks forward coming to QCP. 
It really keeps him on the go.”

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Gerald Turner Jr. (c.), an autistic man from Hollis, was supported by his 
family at the “Champion Awards” for reaching major milestones, like 
joining a choir and volunteering for SNAP.  Photos by Naeisha Rose

BY JOSH TOWNER

The Queens Historical 
Society, one of the borough’s 
most active organizations fo-
cused on promoting and pre-
serving Queens’ rich legacy, 
will be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in November.

The Queens Historical 
Society began as a non-
profit organization in 1968 
when a group of concerned 
citizens and preservation-
ists joined together to stop 
the Kingsland Homestead 
in Flushing from being de-
molished. The group was 
originally called the King-
sland Preservation Society, 
and became the Queens 
Historical Society in the 
early 1970s.

Connie DiMartino has 
volunteered on the QHS 

Board of Trustees for 39 
years, and remembers the 
fight to save the Kingsland 
Homestead. She said she re-
members watching the first 
of the Homestead’s three 
relocations while on a walk 
with her then infant son.

DiMartino’s first mem-
ory of working with QHS 
was the landmarking of 
the Poppenhusen Institute 
in College Point. DiMar-
tino recalled working with 
the Latimer House, saving 
Flushing Town Hall and 
various Queens Historical 
Society exhibits, including 
her personal favorite, a Civ-
il War reenactment in the 
late 1980s.

“I have tremendously 
enjoyed volunteering and 
being a board member at 
QHS,” DiMartino said. “And 

thank goodness for a lot of 
volunteers and donors, it 
makes it easier to accom-
plish our goals.”

Today, Queens Historical 
Society owns and maintains 
the Kingsland Homestead. 
The society has explored and 

presented the cultural, ar-
tistic and historical roots of 
Queens, and offers several his-
torical publications and a va-
riety of programs for all ages. 
It also holds a vast archive of 
informative historical docu-
ments and photographs.

The Queens Historical 
Society’s 50th anniversary 
will be celebrated Thurs-
day, Nov. 8, at the Queens 
Botanical Garden.

The reception will honor 
long time preservationist 
and oldest living society 
member Joan Kindler, avid 
QHS supporter Councilman 
Peter Koo, the two women 
who have preserved the 
Moore-Jackson cemetery, 
a Civil War era landmark, 
and others who have been vi-
tal to the success of Queens 
Historical Society.

Saving the Kingsland Farmhouse was the Queens Historical Society’s 
first great accomplishment. Photo by Bruce Adler

Nonprofi t celebrates participants who have excelled with their work within the program

Queens Centers for Progress honors its champions

Queens Historical Society celebrates 50th anniversary

Board members of Queens Center 
for Progress Margaret MacPherson 
and Pat Coulaz, and the Director of 
Day Services Josie Davide, were 
happy to celebrate its champions, 
people with disabilities that made 
major inroads in finding jobs, 
homes and finding confidence to 
interact with others. 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Alex Poots, the artistic director and 
CEO of the new Manhattan art venue 
The Shed, announced last week that 
52 artists and collectives across dis-
ciplines have been selected as part of 
the venue’s inaugural open call and 
will create projects that are expected 
to be presented in late spring 2019 and 
in 2020. 

“Our programs are built on the be-
lief that there is parity across all forms 
of art and human creativity,” Poots 
said Oct. 9. “Open Call is The Shed’s 
way of offering support and valuable 
resources to artists in New York City 
who are working at pivotal stages in 
their careers.”

Kim Brandt, Neil Padukone and 
Fran Fraser — each residents of Jack-
son Heights — learned in August that 
they were selected for the call and are 
getting stipends to produce work for 
the venue. 

Each artist will receive a stipend 
ranging between $7,000 and $15,000 de-
pending on the scope of their project.

The black-box theater venue is lo-
cated at West 30th Street between 10th 
and 11th avenues and has a 12,500-
square-feet column gallery and 17,000 
square-feet of open-air plaza in front 
of the building, according to The 
Shed. 

The three artists from Jackson 
Heights have very different specialties 
and have distinctive pieces in mind. 

“I work in performance drawing 
and sculpture,” said Brandt. “I’m not 
sure yet [about what my piece is] but it 
will be a performance with other com-
ponents to it.”

Brandt was honored to be a part of 
the inaugural open call. 

“I know that it received a lot of sub-

missions,” said Brandt, and “it has a 
great group of artists.”

More than 900 applications were 
submitted for the open call, according 
to The Shed. 

Padukone is a musician and a com-
poser, who plays the guitar, as well as 
Indian instruments like the sitar, dhol 
and oud. 

“The project that I’ve been working 
on is called Salsa Masala,” said Padu-
kone. “The original impetus for this 
was what if we had a block party and 
everyone brought their instruments 
out and we had a jam…what would it 
look like.”

An earlier version of his project was 
featured at the Viva La Comida Festi-
val in Jackson Heights in September. 

“Salsa Masala is sort of an Indian, 
Latin, and black American music fu-
sion,” said Padukone. “When you walk 
down Roosevelt Avenue in Jackson 
Heights you hear a lot of Bhangra and 
Bollywood music, and on the other side 
of the street you hear a lot of cumbia, 
bachata and salsa.”

Fraser was born and raised in Trin-
idad before moving to Jackson Heights. 
She is a dance and performance artist.

“A couple friends showed me the 
posting [for the open call] and I said, 
‘this looks like a great opportunity,’” 
said Fraser. 

She is producing a solo dance per-
formance and will showcase an earlier 
version at Gibney from Dec. 13 to 15. 
Gibney is a dance organization located 
at 280 Broadway in Manhattan.

“It’s a work in progress,” said 
Fraser. “I’m glad I have a lot of time 
and resources to really dive in.”

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Three artists from Jackson Heights were selected to produce work for a new art venue in 
Manhattan. 

Jackson Heights artists
bring work to Manhattan
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BY BILL PARRY

With cancer rates continu-
ing to rise among 9/11 first 
responders, residents and 
workers after the 2001 terror-
ist attacks at the World Trade 
Center, the Victim Compensa-
tion Fund is in danger of run-
ning out of funding and is set 
to expire in 2020.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria), U.S. Senate Minor-
ity Leader Charles Schumer 
(D-NY) and U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-NY) announced 
last Friday bipartisan legisla-
tion to permanently reautho-
rize and fund the VCF to en-
sure that 9/11 first responders 
and survivors will be compen-
sated for their suffering, lost 
wages and families.

“We need to permanently 
authorize and fund the VCF 
as soon as possible and make 
sure the VCF has the ad-
ditional funding it needs to 
cover the anticipated short-
fall. When we vowed to never 
forget after the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks — it also meant that 
we would never leave our he-
roes without the support they 
need,” Maloney said.

“As scientists and doctors 
predicted, and as we feared, 
cancer rates are continuing 
to rise in first responder and 
survivor communities. Some 
of these heroes have been bat-
tling these diseases for years 
and others are being newly 
diagnosed as we speak,” she 
added. “For their sake, and 
the diagnoses still to come, 
we cannot allow the fund to 
run out of money -- it would 
be devastating to those who 
rely on it each and every day. 
As each day passed without 
permanent reauthorization 
and full funding, anxiety and 
suffering from — and that is 

unacceptable. Our 9/11 heroes 
answered the call when we 
were attacked, and now Con-
gress needs to answer the call 
and stand up for them.”

In the 17 years since the at-
tacks, tens of thousands more 
men and women, including 
first responders, relief work-
ers and local residents have 
lost their lives or gotten sick 
after they were exposed to 
a toxic cocktail of burning 
chemicals, pulverized dry-
wall and powdered cement. 
This year, the number of can-
cer certifications by the World 
Trade Center Health Program 
reached over 10,000 cases.

“Thousands of firefight-
ers, police officers, federal 
and local law enforcement of-
ficers, medical workers, con-
struction workers, and other 
heroes risked their lives for 
us after we were attacked on 
9/11. They didn’t back down 
when we needed them, and 
now, as the cancer rates in the 
9/11 first responder commu-
nity are higher than ever and 
the 9/11 death toll continues to 
rise 17 years after the attacks, 
Congress needs to stand up 
for them,” Gillibrand said. 
“We simply cannot turn our 
backs on our 9/11 heroes and 
their families, and pass this 
bipartisan bill to permanent-
ly reauthorize the VCF now. 
Anything less would serve a 
cruel message to our heroes 
and their families that Con-
gress is shrugging its shoul-
ders at their suffering. We can 
and must pass this bipartisan 
bill now.”

Already, the VCF has ap-
proved over 19,204 claims. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

BY MARK HALLUM

Congress passed a bill 
by Queens and Brooklyn 
Congresswoman Nydia Ve-
lázquez Oct. 10 that will 
regulate how death tolls 
are accounted for follow-
ing disasters such as Hur-
ricane Maria, which last 
year killed over 3,000 peo-
ple in Puerto Rico, but did 
not ref lect figures from the 
Trump administration.

A number of studies on 
the different death tallies 
attributed to Maria — in-
cluding a Harvard School 
of Public Health — estimate 
that the death toll ranged 
between 793 and 8,498.

A George Washington 
University study claimed 
2,975 deaths could be blamed 
on the deathly hurricane.

“For months, after Maria 
devastated Puerto Rico, the 
local government claimed 
the death toll was only 64, 
while anecdotal evidence 
suggested it was tragically 
higher,” Velázquez noted. 

“We also watched as Don-
ald Trump pointed to the 
artificially low death toll 
as evidence that his admin-
istration was responding 
appropriately, when, in re-
ality, a humanitarian catas-
trophe was befalling our fel-
low American citizens.”

With bipartisan support 
in the House of Represen-
tatives, Velázquez antici-
pates the bill known as the 
COUNT Act to also pass the 
U.S. Senate shortly after.

President Trump lashed 
out at the estimated death 
tolls, claiming a much low-
er figure of 16 for official 
deaths, which Velázquez 
disputes as a move to make 
the FEMA response under 
the White House adminis-
tration look as though it had 
handle the disaster more ap-
propriately than believed by 
much of the public.

Velázquez and Massachu-
setts Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
led 130 other Congress mem-
bers in calling for the presi-
dent to retract his statement 

regarding the death toll and 
defending the GWU study 
numbers, which was com-
missioned by the govern-
ment of Puerto Rico.

“It has been clear since 
the beginning that the pres-
ident and this White House 
wanted to under count the 
loss of life in Puerto Rico 
to disguise the Adminis-
tration’s bumbled response 
to this national tragedy,” 
Velázquez said. “That’s 
shameful and this bill will 
establish clear metrics fol-
lowing future catastrophes 
to make clear the severity of 
these tragedies.”

Velázquez also has legis-
lation in the works to create 
9/11 Commission style enti-
ty to evaluate the federal re-
sponse to Hurricanes Maria 
and Irma in Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

U.S. Rep. Nydia Velázquez passed a bill in Congress to regulate how death tolls are accounted for in disaster 
zones. Photo by U.S. Navy via Flickr

As cancer rates continue to rise among 9/11 first responders, a 
new bipartisan bill has been introduced in Washington, D.C., to 
permanently reauthourize and fund the September 11th Victim 
Compensation Fund. Beth A. Keiser/AP

Velázquez bill clears House Push grows to reauthorize 
9/11 compensation fundLegislation will regulate death count after natural disasters
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The thought of Alzheimer’s disease can make people feel fear. Some people 
worry about getting Alzheimer’s in the future, others worry they might already 
have the disease. There are two steps you can take today that can ease the 
worry you may have about your own health or the health of a loved one. 

The first step is becoming educated about the early signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease.  Understanding the early signs may help lead to a quicker diagnosis. 
Much has already been written about Alzheimer’s disease, where the discussion 
tends to focus on early signs of memory loss and confusion. However, there are  
additional early signs that are not as well known. 

1)  Problems with language: repetition of questions or trouble finding the 
right word

2)  Poor judgment: making bad or impulsive decisions   

3)  Changes in mood or personality: having erratic or extreme emotions (such 
anger or fear) to situations, or noticeable changes in behavior or personality. 

4)  Withdrawal from social situations: losing interest or refusing to participate 
in social situations 

Please note: Early signs may vary with each person and do not appear all at 
the same time.  

The second step is making an appointment as soon as you can to talk to your 
doctor about your concerns. Your concerns may turn out to be a treatable 
condition not related to Alzheimer’s. But if there is cause for concern, getting an 
early diagnosis of Alzheimer’s can open doors to treatment options for symptoms 
and help prepare you for the road ahead. 

If you’re caring for someone who has, or who you believe has Alzheimer’s 
disease, please don’t hesitate to get help. You can start by contacting Sunnyside 
Community Services’ free Care NYC program at 1-877-577-9337.

Understanding the 
Early Signs of  
Alzheimer’s Disease

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.
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ELMHURST — An Elmhurst man 
was indicted Wednesday for allegedly 
strangling his girlfriend to the point 
where she passed out while on a cruise 
ship in international waters in a Sept. 
8 incident, according to the Manhattan 
U.S. Attorney’s office.

Carlos Batista Jr. is accused of drag-
ging his girlfriend down the halls of 
the cruise ship and into a cabin, where 
he allegedly strangled her until other 
passengers were able to get through 
the cabin door, according to the indict-
ment.

Batista Jr. was charged with one 
count of assault of a spouse, intimate 
partner, or dating partner by stran-
gling or suffocating, which carries a 
maximum sentence of 10 years if Ba-

tista is convicted, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s office.

“As alleged, Carlos Batista Jr. as-
saulted his girlfriend while on a cruise, 
grabbing and choking her until she 
passed out,” Manhattan U.S. Attorney 
Geoffrey Berman said. “Thankfully 
others on the ship came to her aid. Now 
Batista is back on New York soil and 
must answer for his alleged criminal 
actions.”

Although the criminal complaint 
did not specify an exact location for the 
alleged crime other than international 
waters, the court contends that Batista 
is being charged under U.S. law on ac-
count of the alleged victim’s national-
ity as an American citizen. 

— Mark Hallum

An Elmhurst man was charged after allegedly strangling his girlfriend on a cruise ship in 
international waters, prosecuters say. AP

FLUSHING — Police were search-
ing for an unidentified man who is 
wanted for questioning in connection 
with three burglaries in Flushing. 

According to police, the suspect 
opened an unlocked gate and entered 
Mey Business — located at 136-31 41st 
Ave. — Sept. 27 around 8 p.m. and re-
moved various retail clothing items 
worth an estimated value of approxi-
mately $2,000. He then fled the scene in 
an unknown direction, police said.

The suspect returned to the loca-
tion Oct. 1 at 12:20 a.m. by forcing 
open a locked rear door, according to 
authorities. Once inside, he removed 
approximately $1,000 from a cash reg-
ister and fled the location, but did not 
remove any property before fleeing in 
an unknown direction, police said. 

Within an hour, the suspect target-
ed League of Mobile — located at 136-
31 41st Ave. — at 1:30 a.m. and forced 
open a locked rear door. Once inside, 
he stole $1,000 from a cash register and 

fled the scene. 
Police described the suspect as His-

panic, between the ages of 20 and 30, 
with a goatee. He was last seen wear-
ing a two-toned hooded jacket and light 
colored pants, police said.

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 
1-888-57-PISTA (74782). 

Police search for Flushing burglary suspect

Cruise ship strangler indicted: Prosecutors

Police were on the lookout for a suspect 
wanted in connection with a series of 
burglaries in Flushing.  NYPD
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BY MARK HALLUM

The MTA is not forget-
ting Queens when it comes to 
making improvements to the 
ailing subways, according to 
New York City Transit Presi-
dent Andy Byford, who spoke 
on the issue Monday night 
at a meeting held at Queens 
Borough Hall.

The transit leader said the 
7 line is set to join the L train 
as one of the few lines to have 
communication-based train 
control, a digital signaling 
system to replace the cur-
rent analog system in place 
and could bring the on-time 
performance of the main ar-
tery through Queens at 90 
percent.

“Out of 5.7 million people 
using the subway everyday, 
right now, only the L line has 
modern signaling,” Byford 
said. “And it’s no coincidence 
that line has way higher on-
time performance — in the 
90s — that the other lines 
which are languishing some-
where in the 60s and 70s... 
Imminently, and you’ll be 
pleased to know this because 

this has gone on far too long, 
the 7 line, the Flushing line, 
will go live with CBTC.”

Byford said only three 
more weekends of work will 
be required for the installa-
tion of the infrastructure as 
part of the MTA’s Fast For-
ward plan, a 10-year initia-
tive to make subway and bus 
overhauls that have been pro-
jected to take four times that 
long.

By launching CBTC on the 
7 line, the MTA will begin 
making measures to accom-
modate an overflow of riders 
from the L train when the Ca-
narsie Tunnel is closed for re-
pairs in April in a fix sched-
uled to take 15 months.

“It costs a little bit extra 
to run the crews to run more 
trains, but if by doing that you 
attract people back onto pub-
lic transit and they’re paying 
fares, then I think the busi-
ness case is there to be made,” 
Byford said in response to a 
question from Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz about the 
initial pains from loss of ser-
vice riders may experience 
from aggressive overhauls. 

“Basically what it means is 
you can run more trains safe-
ly closer together.”

Up to 14 additional trains 
will be added to the 7 train 
in April, which will be a 10 
percent boost in service, 
according to Byford.

Community Board 7 Chair 
Eugene Kelty questioned By-
ford about the high operating 
costs that seem to go along 
with any work the MTA does 
on its infrastructure which 
have shown to be much high-
er in comparison to other 
transit agencies.

Byford said the MTA is 
starting to incentivize work 
so that contractors complete 
the work sooner rather than 
later, such as work on the 
Canarsie Tunnel, which he 
hopes will make the work 
take less than 15 months.

Contractors receive a bo-
nus for work completed on 
time and are penalized for late 
work, according to Byford.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

NYCTransit President Andy Byford offered Community Board chairs 
a presentation on the Fast Forward plan at Queens Borough Hall on 
Monday. Photo by Mark Hallum

Byford divulges plans to improve subway lines
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

The American Red Cross 
is reaching out to anyone who 
needs assistance if they were 
temporarily displaced from 
their homes as a result of a 
fire that took place in Jamaica 
Hills last week.

So far, the organization has 
assisted three families with 
temporary housing and emer-
gency funds for food and cloth-
ing, according to a spokes-
woman for the organization. 
Anyone who was affected can 
reach out for support by call-
ing (877) RED CROSS for help. 

Those in need of assis-
tance will also be provided a 
caseworker, according to the 
spokeswoman.

“We sit down with them 
and talk about [what] resourc-
es are out for them,” said the 
spokeswoman. “We are the 
stopgap that helps to bridge 
people from emergency situa-
tions to long term recovery.”

The American Red Cross 

will also reach out to commu-
nity organizations to further 
aid families in getting back on 
their feet.

The FDNY said the fire oc-
curred Oct. 8 in the early morn-
ing at 87-34 166 St. was on the 
third floor of a private house. 

At 4 a.m., the fire was re-
ported as an “all hands” alert 
and 12 units and 60 firefighters 
responded to the emergency, 

according to the  Citizen app.
By 4:25 a.m., the fire was 

under control and no injuries 
were reported, according to 
the FDNY.

Fire marshals have yet to 
determine a cause for the fire. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

CORONA — An East 
Elmhurst man was arrested 
and charged last week with 
allegedly groping two young 
girls in two separate inci-
dents in Corona this month. 

Noe Angel Sorriano 
Cruz, 38, was arraigned be-
fore Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Danielle Hartman on 
a criminal complaint, charg-
ing him with first degree 
sexual abuse, forcible touch-
ing and two counts of endan-
gering the welfare of a child, 
according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office. 

Sorriano Cruz allegedly 
followed a 10-year-old girl 
Oct. 3 into a bodega on 104th 
Street, approached her and 
grabbed her privates, accord-
ing to the criminal charges. 
He struck again Oct. 9, as he 
followed a 13-year-old girl for 
several blocks along Junc-
tion Avenue, approached her 
from behind and grabbed her 
groin before fleeing, accord-
ing to the charges.

If convicted, Sorriano 

Cruz faces up to seven years 
in prison.

“The defendant in this 
case terrorized these inno-
cent girls by following them 
first and then allegedly sexu-
ally assaulting them,” Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. “Let this be a 
constant warning to parents 
and all women — even pre-
teens — to be mindful of their 
surroundings at all times. 
The defendant faces prison 
time if found guilty.”

A fire ripped through a home at 87-34 166th St. in Jamaica Hills. 
Google Maps

E. Elmhurst man charged 
with groping young girls

American Red Cross offers aid 
to Jam. Hills families hit by fi re

An East Elmhurst man was ar-
raigned for allegedly groping 
two young girls in Corona, police 
said. Courtesy of DCPI
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The most advanced care in Queens.

IT’S MORE 
THAN A  
TEXT

IT’S MORE 
THAN A
CALL

It’s a way to keep you and your 
community safe. If you smell gas, 
leave the area immediately and 
call 911 or 1-800-75-CONED (26633). 
Learn more about gas safety at  
coned.com/gassafety
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If you care for someone with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia, we 
haven’t forgotten your needs.
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If you remember
when the waterpark
was outside your door.
You’re ready for 
AgeWell New York.

agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206 
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription 
Drug Plans and Value Added Benefits

$0 or low cost plan premiums

THE WAY TO AGE WELL IN NEW YORK 

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

In observance of National 
Italian-American Heritage 
Month, city Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
recognized two local leaders 
with New York City procla-
mations last week for their 
outstanding character and 
service to the community.

Vallone co-sponsored the 
event, “A Celebration of Ital-
ian Heritage,” Oct. 10 inside 
the City Council Chambers 
with City Councilmen Jus-
tin Brannan (D-Bay Ridge) 
and Mark Gjonaj (D-Pelham 
Bay).

“For centuries, Italian-
Americans have helped 
shape the course of our na-
tion’s history,” said Vallone. 
“Earlier this week, Gov. (An-
drew) Cuomo honored Italy’s 
strong roots in the state 
when he announced that the 
Board for Historic Preserva-
tion listed New York City’s 
Central Park monument to 
Christopher Columbus on 
the State Register of Histor-
ic Places.”

The first honoree, Linda 

DeSabato was born in Brook-
lyn and currently resides in 
Bayside. 

DeSabato, who has roots 
in both Sicily and Naples, 
has been involved in the 
transportation business in 
New York for more than 50 
years. The Bayside resident 
has been at the helm of Vallo 
Transportation — located at 
151-17 6th Road in Whitestone 
— since its inception 35 years 
ago. In 2013, DeSabato de-
cided to expand on the com-
pany’s safety mission and 
developed an anti-bullying 
campaign.

Now in its fifth year, 
the campaign has reached 
more than 20,000 students, 
parents, and educators. 
Vallo has also donated bus 
transportation to many lo-
cal events, including the 
Independence Day Celebra-
tion and Fireworks at Fort 
Totten, and sponsored a free 
movie night in Whitestone 
this summer. 

“Receiving this presti-
gious honor at the Italian 
American Celebration is tre-
mendously heartwarming, 

as our company was built 
on ingenuity and the strong 
traditions and values of my 
family,” said DeSabato. 

The second honoree, Tom 
Ferrugia of Forest Hills, 
has served as the director 
of Governmental Affairs for 
The Broadway League since 
2007. 

Ferrugia helps to guide 

the organization’s policies 
and objectives involving lo-
cal, state and federal activity. 

Under the leadership of 
President Charlotte St. Mar-
tin, the league helped bring 
nearly 14 million people to 
Broadway last year, and re-
mains committed to serving 
the varying needs of the the-
atrical industry in New York 

and across the country. 
“Growing up in an Ital-

ian family, I was taught the 
importance of community, 
and I greatly appreciate the 
City Council’s dedication 
to making the city a bet-
ter place for all of us,” said 
Ferrugia. “As a native New 
Yorker and life-long resi-
dent, it was my privilege to 
receive a proclamation for 
my small contributions to 
this great city.”

Vallone also honored 
community leaders Leonar-
do Saputo, Joseph Di Bene-
detto, Anthony Lemma Sr., 
Andrew Rocco, Giuseppe 
Pirreca and John Zullo with 
New York City Council Cita-
tions of Honor.

Brannan and Gjonaj also 
presented Al D’Angelo, the 
former president of the Mor-
ris Park Community, and the 
Federation of Italian Ameri-
can Organizations of Brook-
lyn with proclamations.

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Vallone celebrates Italian-American leaders

Honoree Tom Ferrugia accepts a New York City Proclamation from City 
Councilman Paul Vallone. Courtesy of Vallone’s office
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Schneps Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of last week’s

Pink Newspapers

Thank you to all our advertisers who participated in these important editions

Their participation helped raise breast cancer awareness in New York

EXPRESS

 

MAX
1-844-UR-CONEY
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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria resident Francesca Mosomil-
lo was just 2 years old when her father, 
NYPD Officer Anthony Mosomillo, was 
fatally shot in the line of duty in Brook-
lyn in 1998 while trying to arrest a pa-
rolee who had missed a court date.

After her father died, Answer the 
Call: the NY Police & Fire Widows & 
Children’s Benefit Fund stepped in to let 
the Mosomillo family know their family 
members would not be forgotten.

They provided a $25,000 grant to the 
family immediately following the offi-
cer’s death and each year send Officer 
Mosomillo’s widow a stipend.

On Oct. 10, the night of their 33rd An-
nual Gala at Cipriani’s Wall Street in 
Manhattan, Francesca Mosomillo, now 
22 and a student at Iona College in New 
Rochelle, delivered a speech in front of 
more than 1,000 people at the organiza-
tion’s biggest fund-raiser of the year. 

Moswomillo also got engaged recent-
ly and when Lauren Profeta, the execu-
tive director of development at Answer 
the Call found out, she began to explore 
how she could help.

“I was chatting with Francesca’s 
mom Margaret who told me about the 
engagement,” Profeta said. “I reached 
out to Kleinfeld’s and they were thrilled 
to help out.”

With Kleinfeld’s help, Answer the 
Call surprised Francesca, at the end of 
her speech, with the gift of a bridal gown 
for her wedding,

“I was in shock when I was on stage 
and when I got back to my seat I started 
crying because my mom got married in 
a Kleinfeld’s wedding gown,” Mosomillo 
said. “It was a very special gesture by 
them, one I truly appreciate.”

The moment put an exclamation point 

on the night for Mosomillo, who fought 
her emotions while on stage delivering 
her speech.

“I have no memories of him as I was 
just a toddler,” Mosomillo said. “All I had 
were my pictures of him.”

Those pictures hold dear to Mosomil-
lo, who felt closer to her father because of 
the photos. 

“I told them what his pictures mean 
to me as well as the happy memories of 
trips to Shea Stadium with Rusty Staub,” 
she said.

Staub was the community-minded 
outfielder for the New York Mets who 
worked tirelessly for more than 30 years 
on behalf of the widows, widowers and 
children of New York City’s fallen heroes. 
Due to Staub’s leadership and vision, the 
NY Police and Fire Widows’ & Children 
Benefit Fund provided over $140 million 
to the families of fallen FDNY, NYPD, and 
PAPD heroes killed in the line of duty. 

“I would watch TV and see Rusty 
Staub and say to my mom, ‘there’s Dad’s 
friend,” Francesca said, adding that she 
plans to follow in her father’s footsteps 
and join the NYPD in the spring.

“I’m currently a police cadet at the 
Academy in College Point and I have my 
fingers crossed and if everything goes 
well it will be in April,” she said. “That 
would be very meaningful and some-
thing I always wanted to do for the con-
nection to my father and give back to the 
community.”

Mosomillio’s father was killed when 
paroled drug dealer Jose Serrano wres-
tled a gun away from him and shot the 
14-year veteran four times in the neck 
and body.

Mosomillo returned fire, killing Ser-
rano before succumbing hours later at 
Kings County Hospital, surrounded by 
his family.

Astoria resident Francesca Mosomillo gets a surprise while thanking an organization that 
looked after he family when her policeman father was killed in the line of duty. 

Courtesy of Answer the Call

Astoria bride surprised
with Kleinfeld’s present

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Located in Bayside, Queensborough 
Community College is home to a 
community of dedicated faculty and staff, 
professional mentors, and a diverse 
student body. We offer many 
award-winning degree programs, exciting 
student activities, competitive athletics 
programs and academic outreach 
opportunities extending beyond campus 
and into New York City. After earning an 
Associate’s degree from Queensborough, 
students transfer easily to a CUNY senior 
college or any other four-year college to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree. 

Queensborough is renowned for its more 
than 40 academic programs including 10 
Dual/Joint programs and its 
award-winning Queensborough 
Academies, which feature enhanced 
advisement and High Impact Practices 
leading to deeper, meaningful learning.

FACULTY AND PROGRAMS TO INSPIRE 
YOU
The Queensborough Academies offers a 

wide choice of academic and career 
opportunities from Business, 
Health-Related Sciences, Liberal Arts, 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM), to the Visual and Performing 
Arts Academy (VAPA).

Once you are enrolled in an Academy, 
you will be paired with a personal 
Queensborough Academy Adviser 
dedicated to helping you reach your 
academic and career goals.

All of our academic programs provide 
opportunities for scholarly research to 
complement in-class learning.

PEERS AND ACTIVITIES TO ENGAGE 
YOU
Our 40+ clubs and organizations serve 

as outlets for exploring your talents and 
interests. We field 14 women’s and men’s 
varsity teams, ten of which have recently 
won CUNYAC championships. 

EMPOWER YOUR FUTURE
Join the ranks of our alumni who go on 

to enroll at prestigious 4-year institutions 
such as Baruch College, Columbia 
University, Queens College, and others. 
When you begin your career, you will be 
connected to a network of more than 
72,000 successful alumni.

Queensborough Community College’s 
tuition rate is just a fraction of other 
public and private institutions, and, 
because of its affordability, nearly 90% of 
students graduate without student debt 
after receiving a quality education. In 
addition, Queensborough offers an array 
of scholarships and internship 
opportunities designed to not only help 
pay for college, but to motivate you on 
your path to the career of your choice. 
 STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Since Mateo was a young boy, he was 
curious about medicine. After emigrating 
to the U.S. at age seven, his curiosity 
grew and years later turned into a 

passion which led him to 
Queensborough, where he is studying 
Biotechnology and Engineering Science.

Soon after his academic career began at 
Queensborough, he started working with 
the College’s outstanding faculty mentors 
in scientific research. Under their 
guidance, he presented and published a 
paper in the Columbia Undergraduate 
Research Journal, a prestigious 
peer-reviewed journal. He continued his 
research in the College’s Advanced 
Manufacturing and 3D Printing Lab 
where he works tirelessly on innovative 
thinking. His 2017 Innovation Challenge 
Research Project: Eagle- I, is a 
biotechnology sensing drone system that 
can assist public safety responders 
detect gunfire and reduce crime 
response time.  

The project was among the winning 
pitches presented at the fall 2017 CUNY 
Innovation Challenge, designed to provide 
students with real-world, hands-on 
learning experiences and to successfully 
transfer their knowledge into creating 
products and services that benefit 
society.

Mateo and his team are building a 
prototype in the 3-D printing lab with 
biotech sensors and cloud connectivity 
with A.I. Mateo’s plans for the future are 
to continue doing research and to create 
a new way to save and improve lives. 

Now, as a participant in the National 
Science Foundation I-Corps Program, 
Mateo will be investigating potential 
customers, travelling to diverse 
companies and organizations, and 
working on his business model canvas. 

“Thank you for the wonderful 
experience that is the academic and 
student life at Queensborough 
Community College. I know anything is 
possible in this community of infinite 
possibilities.”

Mateo D. Sàenz, Winner of the
National Science Foundation

Research Award.



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 19–25, 2018 21  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

•  Beautiful 37-Acre Campus
•  Championship Athletics, Rich Campus Life, Internships, 
  and Study Abroad & Scholarship Opportunities
•  35+ Award-Winning Academic Programs & Our  
  Nationally-Recognized Queensborough Academies 
  Model for Student Success 

222-05 56th Avenue,  Bayside,  NY 1 1364

You’re Invited!
FALL OPEN HOUSE 

www.qcc.cuny.edu/visitus

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28TH, 10AM
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BY ALEJANDRA 
O’CONNELL-DOMENECH

Starting on Saturday, 
Oct. 27, the Steinway Li-
brary —located at 21-45 
31st St. in Astoria — will 
close for renovations.

The branch is expect-
ed to reopen in the fall of 
2019.

“Residents in our 
community love this 
branch of the library 
and the renovations will 
make it even more ap-
pealing,” said state As-
semblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria).

The majority of the 
work done on the library 
will be done to make the 
location more accessible 
for patrons with physical 
disabilities. In compli-
ance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 
guidelines, a new ramp 
will be installed at the 
front of the library on 
31st Street.

There are currently 
three libraries in the 
borough of Queens that 

are not at least partially 
handicap accessible — 
Steinway, Queens Vil-
lage and Glendale.

According to Ewa 
Ker n- Je d r ychowsk a , 
the deputy communica-
tions director of Queens 
Library, the Glendale 
location will be ADA ac-
cessible once it reopens 
after renovations there 
are complete.

Other new amenities 
at the Steinway Library 
include a new external 
elevator tower that will 
serve all three floors, 
which will be construct-
ed in the building’s rear 
courtyard with steel tube 
framing and an alumi-
num framed curtain wall 
enclosure. The enclosure 
is made up of translucent 
glass panels to provide 
diffused light and views 
into the courtyard.

The second floor will 
be renovated and new of-
fices will be created in 
the cellar of the library, 
according to Kern-Je-
drychowska. It remains 

unclear as to what ex-
actly will be done on the 
second floor besides ac-
commodating the new 
elevator.

Additionally, a new 

An artist’s rendering of the future elevator shaft placed in the rear garden to preserve interior space at the Steinway 
Library in Astoria. Courtesy of Queens Library

Astoria’s Steinway Library closes for renovations

roof will be installed, a 
book sorting station will 
be created and the ma-
sonry of the library will 
be fixed.

To increase efficien-
cy, energy-efficient in-
sulated glazing will be 
used at the new entrance 
and the roof will receive 
new insulation.

The library’s reno-
vations will cost $3.9 
million and comes af-
ter Borough President 

Melinda Katz secured 
$9.5 million in fund-
ing for three library 
projects in early Au-
gust. The renovation 
was designed by Huff + 
Golden Architects un-
der the New York City 
Department of Design 
and Construction’s Ex-
cellence 2.0 program.

Starting Nov. 3, mo-
bile library service will 
be provided on Wednes-
days and Saturdays from 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with full 
service available at near-
by Queens Library loca-
tions, including Astoria 
(14-01 Astoria Blvd.), 
Broadway (40-20 Broad-
way) and Long Island 
City (37-44 21st St.).

Reach reporter 
Alejandra O’Connell-
Domenech by e-mail at 
a d om en e ch@ qn s .c om 
or by phone at (718) 224-
5863 ext. 226.

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | Early Childhood Education Program

1340 NORTHERN BOULEVARD  |  MANHASSET, NEW YORK 11030 |  516.627.0184  |  WWW.STMARY11030.ORG

A Great Place to Grow

A Great Place to Learn  
Saint Mary’s Early Childhood Education (ECE) Program provides a value-centered education in a safe and nurturing Catholic 
environment, where children are free to learn and grow at their own pace. The Program blends personal experiences with teacher 
directed and independent activities to encourage spiritual, emotional, mental, social, and physical development, while inspiring a 
love of learning and a curiosity for life.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL TOUR 
Program Highlights
�  Faith values integrated curriculum

�  Superior technology for all ECE students including computer labs, and interactive panels in all classrooms

���Weekly Science, Music, Phys. Ed. and Art classes 

���Small class sizes for an effective learning environment

Program Options
���Half Day Nursery Program, 9:00 AM-11:30 AM Monday-Friday

���Full Day Pre-K Program, 8:45 AM-1:45 PM Monday-Friday

���Full Day Kindergarten, 8:05 AM-2:20 PM Monday-Friday

���After Care Program available for Pre-K & Kindergarten

St. Mary’s now offers TECH, STEM and MOVEMENT for Kindergarten

JOIN US FOR THE NURSERY, PRE-K, & KINDERGARTEN 

FALL OPEN HOUSE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 | 10:00 AM
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

It was with great sadness as 
I read of the passing of former 
state Senator Frank Padavan 
at age 83.

He was first elected to the 
state senate in 1972 for the 
11th District and served for 38 
years. Senator Padavan fought 
hard for mental health patient 
rights. He also was involved in 
improving education, fairness 
in the criminal justice sys-
tem and he was an opponent of 
gambling. 

Padavan served 30 years as 
a Colonel in the reserved Army 
of Engineers. 

He served the people of 
Queens with honor and dedica-

tion. He was also on the board 
of directors of the Queens Vil-
lage Republican Club, where I 
am also a member. I had worked 
on some of his campaigns and 
had posted signs and had writ-
ten to various newspapers in 
their letters to the editor in 
support for Frank.

At one of his campaign 
meetings, he read my letter of 
support. I had found him to be 
a man of his word and a person 
you could trust to do the right 
thing for the residents of his 
district. 

Whenever I had a problem, 
I would write to him for help 
and he would respond and try 

to do what he could for me. 
Frank truly has cared for the 
concerns of the middle class.

We in Queens and in this 
great state of New York have 
been truly blessed to have had 
Frank Padavan as our state 
senator. At this time, I would 
like to offer my heartfelt 
prayers to his family, friends 
and all those he had helped in 
the past.

Frank Padavan, may you 
rest in peace, for you’ve done 
good.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

There’s been a renewed push in Queens to 
curbing gun violence.

We’ve seen children, teens and adults gunned 
down in our borough and across the country. Yet, 
we have not seen much, if anything, done to pre-
vent further incidents. In fact, we go through a 
similar routine seemingly every time an incident 
occurs. 

We experience collective outrage, call for 
tighter gun control laws, call for greater men-
tal health awareness and offer truly heartfelt 
thoughts and prayers for the victims.

But time after time, nothing changes and we 
are left wondering when things will get better. 

The key to bringing about change is increasing 
awareness, something the Greater Allen A.M.E. 
Cathedral of New York in Jamaica attempted to 
do earlier this week. 

During the Oct. 15 town hall, children and 
teenagers acted out going to school, hanging out 
with friends and spending time with family dur-
ing outings with their siblings. In each scenario, 
a child or teen was shot.

One of the last performances saw the actors 
pretend to mourn their loved who were gunned 
down on the streets and held a funeral proces-
sion, which brought many guests in attendance 
to tears.

The power of awareness is strong, and there 
should be an increased effort throughout the bor-
ough to host similar events. People often think 
they are immune to these situations. “That will 
never happen to me or my family,” one may think. 
The truth is, no one is safe from tragedy. We are 
all susceptible to these incidents and are naive to 
think otherwise. 

In southeast Queens, LifeCamp works every 
day to give young people better skills and aware-
ness to defuse conflicts before they escalate. 

The organization provides job opportunities, 
mediation and therapy services, educational help 
and throws social events throughout the year to 
aid children between the ages of 13 to 24 and their 
families by giving them alternatives to violence, 
bullying and other anti-social behavior.

There must be more organizations like Life-
Camp across the borough to help bring Queens to 
the frontline of the fight against gun violence. 

Investing in curing violence is worthwhile. 
There’s no reason why we shouldn’t put more ef-
fort into solving the issue. We’ve already seen an 
increased push for awareness in Queens. We need 
ensure that push continues.
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EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

Sunday, 10/28/2018  11 am-2 pm  285 Jay Street, Brooklyn NY 11201 

WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/OPENHOUSE
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

The Supreme Court has, 
for the most part, played an 
important role in our govern-
ment. The Supreme Court has 
also at various times been con-
troversial.

One such moment was a 
controversy between the court 
and then-President Andrew 
Jackson involving the remov-
al of Native Americans from 
Georgia. The court said that 
they did not have to leave and 
President Jackson said that 

they did. The removal took 
eventually place.

Another serious matter that 
arose was the controversy over 
slavery. The court in the 1850s 
upheld most pro-slavery laws. 
Abraham Lincoln opposed the 
court on this matter.

Looking at other matters 
involving the court, when 
former Gov. Earl Warren of 
California became Chief Jus-
tice, he stressed human rights 
above all, leading to various 
liberal decisions. During War-
ren’s tenure as Chief Justice 
during the 1950s and 60s, the 
court supported decisions that 
catered to liberal programs.

Now today, we see that 
President Donald Trump has 
appointed two members and 
he may appoint more, espe-
cially if he serves a second 

term. Looking at the future, 
Trump may nominate several 
other justices.

When we look at the case 
involving Brett Kavanaugh, 
there are similarities in his 
case and the case some years 
ago involving Justice Clar-
ence Thomas. Some of the 
same charges were placed 
against both. Thomas was ap-
proved by the U.S. Senate by a 
vote of 52-48. Kavanaugh was 
approved by the U.S. Senate by 
a 50-48 vote.

It can be said that both of 
these justices barely got the 
vote needed to get on the court. 
We can foresee similar close 
voting in the future when 
Trump’s next candidates ap-
pear before the U.S. Senate as 
one step in the confirmation 
process.

There are expected to be 
conflicts with the presidency 
and the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and U.S. Senate. 
The Supreme Court will prob-
ably be called upon to decide 
these conflicts, whether it be 
the president or Congress.

As we look at the Trump 
administration, he has many 
controversial issues that he 
wants to deal with. The Su-
preme Court will have a role 
in handling this. We have seen 
the Supreme Court called one 
of the three co-equal branches 
of government. The Supreme 
Court has grown in stature 
and political power, especially 
since Warren was chief jus-
tice.

An increasing number of 
people interested in politics 
have questioned the role of the 

Supreme Court. There is more 
interest in keeping the Supreme 
Court in dealing with interpret-
ing laws, rather than making 
them, which seems to have oc-
curred from time to time.

When we look at the jus-
tices, we see they are appoint-
ed for life as are other federal 
judges. Most of them are ap-
pointed in their early 50s and 
they stay on the Court for 30 
years. That was the way it was 
established in our Constitu-
tional Convention in 1787.

However, today is a differ-
ent time in our nation’s histo-
ry and it is time to re-evaluate 
the role of the Supreme Court 
in running our national gov-
ernment. Hopefully, we can 
have a court under some kind 
of democratic control for our 
people.

COLUMNS

Redefi ning the role of the Supreme Court in American law

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action
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Quality Catholic Education and Character Development for Tomorrow’s Leaders  
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The Early Childhood Education Program 
at St. Mary’s provides children in 
Nursery, Pre-K, and Kindergarten with 
the critical foundational skills, strategies, 
and experiences that promote success 
in school and beyond. Recognizing 
that intellectual, social, emotional, and 
spiritual developments are intricately 
woven, they provide an educational 
environment where social, cognitive, and 
creative skills are enriched with one-on-
one and small-group interactions through 
age-appropriate play and exploration. 
The curriculum is enhanced through 

interactive learning with the latest 
technology, special enrichment activities, 
and ample opportunities for parental 
involvement. By providing their students 
with a challenging yet comfortable faith-
filled learning environment, they prepare 
students academically, spiritually, and 
socially, instilling a love of learning and a 
confidence in their abilities. 
Join St. Mary’s on Tuesday, October 
23 at 10:00 AM for their Open House.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ST. MARY’S, 
PLEASE CALL 516 627 0184 OR VISIT 
WWW.STMARY11030.ORG.

ST. MARY’S 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Early Childhood 
Education Program

1300 Northern Boulevard, Manhasset, New York 11030 � stmary11030.org
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BECAUSE KNOWLEDGE
WE SUPPORT BREAST CANCER 

WALK WITH US ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21ST AT FLUSHING ME

1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

$9,500BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40761
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$4,995BUY 

FOR:

108k miles, Stk#31719
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
$6,500BUY 

FOR:

84k miles, Stk#M43431
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$13,995BUY 

FOR:

17k miles, Stk#M41829
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 VW PASSAT
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#31659
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY EQUINOX
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$17,688BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#M42736
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,888$18,588 $19,995BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M3996142k miles, Stk#35843 2k miles, Stk#29271
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 BMW 528i xDrive'15 MERCEDES C300 '16 HONDA CRV
$20,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#35132
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,895! LIKE THE 2OO3 SATURN VUE SPORT, 107K MI, STK#M43589
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GE SAVES LIVES, 
AWARENESS MONTH

EADOWS CORONA PARK AT 10AM TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have 
normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate 

offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 10/19/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,895! LIKE THE 2OO3 SATURN VUE SPORT, 107K MI, STK#M43589

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#M42867
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$9,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35407
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD

$22,900BUY 
FOR:

1k miles, Stk#30599
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
$23,588BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$23,888BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GR CHEROKEE
$24,588BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#30258
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$24,888BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

22k miles, Stk#33760
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 LEXUS RX350

$15,588BUY 
FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M38922
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$16,888BUY 

FOR:

10k miles, Stk#M42735
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN MAXIMA
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$17,500BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#M43056
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'18 NISSAN ALTIMA
$16,995BUY 

FOR:

40k miles, Stk#31734
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA SIENNA

PE

T FRIENDLY 

DEALE RSHIP
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1

1: Twister Cake Bakery, a 2018 Vendy Awards finalist, was on hand to offer 

their tasty treats.  2: At a bargain price of $5 a bottle, honey was flying off 

the shelves.  3: A long line forms outside Queens Botanical Garden as guests 

patiently wait to attend the Harvest Fest and Pumpkin Patch.   4: Nothing 

better to pass the time than a game of jenga. Photo by Bruce Adler

3

Sunday at the Garden

Festivalgoers ring in fall with 
fun, games and tasty treats

4

2
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• Never Wait For Service Again 
• Any Ford or Lincoln
   Vehicle New or Used
• No Matter Where You
   Bought or Leased… 
   We Can Service It
• All Warranty Work

ONLINE 24/7: PremierFordOfBayRidge.com

152  58th Street, Brooklyn
1-347-578-7900
New Car Showroom: 612 86th Street, Brooklyn

NEW
SERVICE
CENTER

FORD
SERVICE

IS BACK
IN BAY
RIDGE!

OIL & FILTER
CHANGE

$1995
+ tax

Up to 5 quarts of oil. Featuring. Diesel vehicles or synthetic oil additional charge. On Ford & Lincoln vehicle only. 1 Per 

Customer. Prior sales excluded. Offer valid with coupon; must present prior to service write-up. Expires 11/30/18.

FORD SERVICE SPECIAL

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
Monday thru Friday: 7:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday: 7:30AM - 3:30PM, Sunday: Closed

OPEN
SATURDAYS
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1

3

5

4

2

On your mark, get set, 
GO!

Hundreds join forces at Global Kids 5K Run 
through Flushing Meadows Corona Park

1:Hundreds came out to Flushing Meadows Corona Park 

to participate in the fifth annual Global Kids 5K Run/

Walk/Push. 2: Is there a better place to celebrate the 

completion of the 5K than the Unisphere? 3:These kids 

didn’t let the rain weather bother them during the event, 

which raised funds to benefit the Global Kids College & 

Career Readiness Program, which provides students with 

one-on-one support as they prepare for life after high 

school.4: Kanines were also invited to participate in the 

5K.5: Participants take some time to relax after com-

pleting the 5K through the park. Photo by Bruce Adler
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1-917-246-2888.
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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Sudoku 39 
Arts & Entertainment 38 

Crossword Puzzle 38 

TimesLedger, October 19-25, 2018

Eric Phelps (top r.) stars as Paul, seen 

here comforting his younger brother 

Danny — played by John Garvey — in a 

scene from “Leaving Brooklyn.” Aunt 

Pearl (l.) — portrayed by Lanie Zera — 

asks Dot — played by Barbra Wengerd — 

what’s going on in the world today.

 Photo by Mikhail Torich
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$37.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

BY JENNA BAGCAL

Most people who are fans of the leg-
endary game show “Jeopardy!” may 
never have the opportunity to appear 
on the show as a contestant. But Kris-
tina Johnson from Flushing isn’t like 
most people.

The freelance writer and stay-at-
home mother of two appeared on the 
Oct. 11 episode of America’s favorite 
quiz show, where contestants answer 
trivia questions that range in topic 
from current events and politics to ob-
scure songs by one-hit-wonders.

Johnson went up against history 
podcaster and writer Patrick Wyman 
and three-day defending champion 
Alex Schmidt. After a solid first and 
second round of gameplay, the Flush-
ing resident entered Final Jeopardy! 
with $8,000, but ultimately finished in 
third place after incorrectly answer-
ing the final question.

She took home a prize of $1,000, Wy-
man won $2,000 for second place and 
Schmidt finished in first place with a 
total of $28,001.

Johnson said that she’s been a fan 
of the show since she was a young 
girl and recalls when teachers at St. 
Andrew Avellino Catholic Academy 
would let the students play “Jeopardy!” 
on Fridays.

“That’s when I was able to feel pop-
ular because kids wanted to be on my 

team,” said Johnson, who was gifted at 
trivia even then.

Johnson’s long process to appear 
on the show started back in 2014, when 
she first took the online qualification 
test. After she passed, she was invited 
to an audition in Boston, but did not 
make it through to the live shows. 
Producers told her that there would 
be an 18-month period during which 
she could be called up to appear on the 
show, but she said she never received 
the callback.

Three years later in July 2017, John-
son gave it another shot and took the 
online test. She passed the second time 
around and was subsequently asked to 
audition in Manhattan.

“At that point, I was super pregnant, 
so I was probably more memorable,” 
shared Johnson.

She gave birth to her son soon after, 
but he fell ill at the time she was wait-
ing for word back from “Jeopardy!” 
producers. She was called up and told 
she had been chosen as a contestant, 
but she said that by the time taping 
started her son was better.

Johnson said that the show’s pro-
ducers had one rule: don’t post any-
thing online.

“They tell you not to post anything 
on social media ahead of time, but you 
can tell your spouse and close family 
— as long as they don’t post anything 
on social media either,” she said.

The lifelong quiz show 
fan also shared that it 
was “surreal” to meet the 
show’s host Alex Trebek, 
especially after watch-
ing the show for so many 
years prior to becoming 
a contestant.

“You don’t spend a lot 
of time with him. They 
keep you separated be-
cause he gets the ques-
tions the morning of the 
show and has to go over 
them,” said Johnson who 
added that the only time 
the contestants could 
speak with Trebek is 
during the story sharing 
portion of the show.

What viewers don’t 
get to see at home is 
how personable the TV host is, as he 
would often walk over to the show’s 
audience to talk to them during com-
mercial breaks. The Flushing resident 
remembers how impressed everyone 
in the audience was with Trebek for 
how “nice and generous” he was with 
his time.

“He’s very funny and just what you 
want him to be in real life,” Johnson 
said.

Johnson said she would watch the 
show when it aired at home with her 
family and was especially excited for 

her 2-year-old daughter, who already 
recognizes the “Jeopardy!” theme 
song, to see her on TV. She shares that 
she’s also excited to watch herself on 
TV and recalls the experience fondly.

“If you make it onto ‘Jeopardy!’ 
you’re definitely surrounded by ‘your 
people,’ said Johnson. “Everyone you 
meet on the show is like, ‘you’re awe-
some, you’re interesting, you’re cool.’”

Reach reporter Jenna Bagcal by e-
mail at jbagcal@qns.com or by phone at 
718-224-5863 ext. 214.

Flushing writer stars on America's favorite quiz show

Kristina Johnson with “Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek. 
 Courtesy of Jeopardy Productions, Inc.
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AT DOUGLASTON MANOR

The “Mansion” 

Come Visit 

The Luxurious, Spacious 

& Grand  Ballrooms 

Within The

 “The M ansion”

Not Your Typical Catering Facility.

Go to www.thedouglastonmanor.com
TO SEE OUR $85.00 
5 H our Wedding Extravaganza P ackage

www.thedouglastonmanor.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 19-25, 2018

By Pete Canty

Geographic Shapes
Across
1. E-junk?
5. Slugger's tool
8. Public persona
13. Deli order
14. Houston 
university
15. Strictness
16. Nabisco treat
17. Top-rated
18. Pale
19. Shaped Chinese 
locale
22. Mountain follower
23. "___ the 
season …"
24. Modifies
27. Corp. bigwig
29. Subsides
33. Post-op time
34. Kind of trip?
36. OPEC member
37. Shaped Atlantic 
locale
40. Lode load
41. XL and EEE, e.g.
42. Sank, as a putt
43. Deli loaves
45. Dictionary abbr.
46. Mosquitoes, e.g.
47. Leaves in a bag?
49. ___ good 
example
50. Shaped South 
Pole locale
58. Inventor Nikola
59. Piece of art
60. Hip bones

61. Certain exams
62. Blows away
63. "I'm all ___!"
64. Code creator
65. Observed
66. Team type

Down
1. Bartender's pour
2. Prefix with meter
3. Domain
4. Night light?
5. Tundra, e.g.
6. Concern of 
7-Down
7. Adolescent
8. Basra native
9. Treat badly
10. Turkish leader
11. Theater follower

12. Sea flier
14. Major and 
private, e.g.
20. Boeing rival
21. Absolut rival, 
briefly
24. Ann ___, Mich.
25. Distrustful
26. Blind mice 
count?
27. More precious
28. Many 
Christmas trees
30. Army brass?
31. Hay bundler
32. Sowed items
34. ___ Strip
35. Polynesian 
island
38. Former NBA-
star Vlade

39. Document 
certifiers
44. Delays
46. German beer 
brand
48. Clear the slate
49. Certain driver's 
target?
50. Elementary 
particle
51. Claudius's 
successor
52. Ivan or Nicholas
53. "___ the night 
before..."
54. "Field of 
Dreams" setting
55. Cat's scratcher
56. Old Italian 
bread
57. Toward dawn

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

WHITE OUT
A C T S S L I D V I N E
S E A R S T I P E I S A Y
H O L I D A Y F A V O R I T E
E S L O G E E I T U N E S

P E E S I S I S
A W L E S S I T I S A B S
S H O E S A S S N A G R A
S I G N O F R O U G H S E A S
A T E S E E N S A M E N S
D E S E R N E B R A S S Y

A L M A A U L D
T O P P L E S I R E O N A
S U R R E N D E R S Y M B O L
A T E E T E N E T A O N E
R A P S S A T S D E E S

EVENTS

Cocktail and Craft — Get 
in the Halloween spirit with 
Cocktail and Craft at the Queens 
Botanical Garden. Adults ages 
21 and older can come enjoy fall 
drinks while carving pumpkins.  
When: Thursday, Oct. 18, from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: 43-50 Main St., Flushing.
Cost: $25; $20 for members

Ukulele Club —  Do you own a 
ukulele? Come play with others 
at the Queens Library.
When: Thursday, Oct. 18, from 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Glen Oaks branch of 
Queens Library, 256-04 Union 
Turnpike
Cost: Free

Río Mira — Enjoy a mash-up 
of South American music at 
Flushing Town Hall. Río Mira’s 
music is from Ecuador and 
Colombia, while Inkhay plays 
indigenous music from Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Peru.
When: Friday, Oct. 19, at 8 p.m.

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $16; $10 for members and 
students; free for teens

Silent Disco Dance Party — 
Come to a silent disco dance 
party. Admission gets you 
wireless headphones with 
three live DJ options: Top 40 
Dance Hits; ‘80s, ‘90s and 2K 
throwbacks and Hip-Hop, Latin! 
Must be 21 or older to attend.
When: Friday, Oct. 19, from 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m.
Where: Bohemian Hall & Beer 
Garden, 29-19 24th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15 at the door; $10 
advanced purchase

Ghostbusters — Who you 
gonna call? Come watch 
“Ghostbusters” as a drive-in 
movie. There will be activities 
for kids beginning at 5:30 p.m., 
before the movie starts at 6:30 
p.m. This free event is at John 
Golden Park, 215th Place and 
33rd Avenue.
When: Friday, Oct. 19, at 6:30 
p.m.

Where: John Golden Park, 215th 
Place and 33rd Avenue

It’s My Park Day — Support the 
community on It’s My Park Day. 
The Briarwood/Kew Gardens 
Lions Club is hosting a day for 
park cleanup. There will also 
be a table where you can write 
notes for deployed troops and 
veterans to be delivered on 
Veterans’ Day.
When: Saturday, Oct. 20, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Hoover Park and 
Playground, on Manton Street 
between 83rd Avenue and Main 
Street

Pepe Santana Workshop — 
Learn about Andean music 
and make your own panpipe. 
Pepe Santana will be teaching a 
workshop on how to make and 
play Andean music. This event is 
for children ages 10 and up.
When: Saturday, Oct. 20, at 
11:30 a.m.
Where:  Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $25, $20 for members; free 
for teens

“Copacabana” Red Gala 
— Help raise awareness for 
sudden cardiac arrest at the 
“Copacabana” Red Gala. Wear 
red to this event that includes 
cocktails, dinner, awards, 
dancing and more. Tickets must 
be purchased in advance.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

When: Saturday, Oct. 20, from 
12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Where: Russo’s on the Bay, 
162-45 Cross Bay Blvd., Howard 
Beach
Cost: $150 per person or $1,400 
for a 10-person table

Michael Wong — Come see 
Malaysian Chinese singer 
Michael Wong at the Kupferberg 
Center. Wong is famous 
throughout Asia and is coming 
to New York City on his world 
tour of fi ve countries.
When: Saturday, Oct. 20, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: 153-49 Reeves Ave. in 
Flushing
Cost: Tickets range from $58 

to $198

Complicated Territory — Go on 
a tour of a new art exhibit with 
the creators! Exhibition curator 
Bridget Donlon and exhibition 
artists Alex McQuilkin and Erin 
M. Riley will be leading a tour of 
“Complicated Territory.” Seating 
is limited. RSVP by calling 718-
937-6317 or email rsvp@dorsky.
org. The exhibit will be open 
through Dec. 16.
When: Sunday, Oct. 21, from 3:30 
p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Dorsky Gallery, 1103 45th 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free

Claude Debussy In Memoriam: 

a Centenary Anniversary 
— Enjoy a concert of classical 
music. “Claude Debussy In 
Memoriam: a Centenary 
Anniversary” features two 
pianists, a fl autist and a cello 
player.
When: Sunday, Oct. 21, at 6 p.m.
Where: Church of the 
Redeemer, 30-14 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $15 suggested donation

Batty Over Halloween 
—  Celebrate the season at 
Batty Over Halloween. Enjoy 
face painting, balloon animals, 
crafts, free popcorn and more. 
There will also be children’s 
performances and a photo 

Theatre By The Bay NY
presents

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
theatrebythebayny.com

718-428-6363

This program is made possible (in part) by the Queens Council on 
the Arts with public funds from the New York City Department of 
Cultural Aff airs in partnership with the City Council & funds from 
the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New 

York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature and administered by the Queens Council on the Arts.

Saturdays, Oct. 27, Nov. 3, 10 at 8pm
Sundays, Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 11 at 3pm 

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 

The King
and I

1300 209th Street, Bayside, NY 11360
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Answers in Sports

Leaving Brooklyn — As the Dodgers and 
the Yankees battle it out on the field, a 
blue-collar Brooklyn family battles for its 
own survival. The father, a former minor 
league player, wants his sons to go to 
college. One of his sons has been invited to 
a Dodgers training camp, while the other 
will never be able to play ball. A doting 
aunt has her own amorous desires, as the 
mother tries to hold this scrappy family 
together.
When: Friday, Oct. 19, at 2 p.m.; Saturday, 
Oct. 20, at 2 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 21, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $20; $18 for seniors
Contact: (718) 760-0064 

Make America Grin Again — Laugh along 
to a political spoof at “Make America 
Grin Again!” The Capitol Steps will be 
impersonating political fi gures in songs and 

skits.
When: Sunday, Oct. 21, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center
Cost: Tickets range from $30 to $40

The King and I — “The King and I” is 
the moving story of Anna, an American 
governess, who tries to help an Eastern king 
to come to terms with the modern world, but 
he is unable to resist the forces of ancient 
customs.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, at 8 p.m.; Sunday 
Oct. 28, at 3 p.m.; Saturday, Nov. 3, at 8 
p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 4, at 3 p.m.; Saturday, 
Nov. 10, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 11, at 3 p.m.
Where: Theatre by the Bay NY
Cost: $22 for adults; $20 for seniors and 
children ages 12 and under
Contact: (718) 428-6363

FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM 

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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now called ‘Leaving Brooklyn.’”
The talented cast includes an inter-

esting mix of seasoned New York per-
formers, as well as one actor making 
his professional theater debut.

You may have seen Jonathan Gregg 
(Lee) in popular television shows 
including “Ray Donovan,” “Jessica 
Jones,” and “High Maintenance.”  He 
has also performed in several plays, 
as did Barbra Wengerd (Dot), who also 
appeared on TV in “Law and Order: 
SVU,” “The Family,” and “I Shudder.”

According to Mandels, rehearsals 
were held at Ripley-Grier Studios on 
West 38th Street in Manhattan.  And 
from the reading at Queens Theatre in 
November 2016 until opening night, the 
entire process took about two years.

“This is a fraction of the total time 
involved. From conception to its first 
production by Garry Marshall at 
Garry’s Falcon Theatre in Burbank, 
Calif., to the current production, has 
been many years,” Mandels said. “I 
stuck the play in a drawer for almost 
a decade to work on others and took it 
out again in 2015-2016 to resume work 
on it. Revision after revision after revi-
sion. They say, ‘You never finish a play, 
you simply abandon it.’” 

Mandels said his favorite thing was 
watching the director, cast and cre-
ative crew “make magic and bring the 
play to life.”

The lifelong baseball fan was eager 
to share some interesting details about 
his growing up years in Queens, with 
TimesLedger readers. 

“I very much enjoyed living in Ja-
maica. Good times, fond memories, 
first loves,” he said. “I attended PS 95, 
then Van Wyck Junior High and Ja-
maica High School.”

As an adolescent, young Jeff always 
played ball in the streets with friends.

Mandels moved to Greenwich Vil-
lage around 1971, lived there for about 
a dozen years and then moved to Seat-
tle, Wash., in 1983. 

He and his wife, who is a riding in-

structor, currently live on a horse farm 
in Sammamish, Wash., about 22 miles 
east of Seattle. 

And now, Mandels is glad to be 
back, visiting his hometown and de-
buting his play.

While writing wasn’t always his 
passion, looking back, Mandels said he 
began to notice the impact his thank 
you notes were having with friends 
and he started writing “whatever and 
wherever” he could.

“I took evening classes at the New 
School for playwriting and radio dra-
ma, and then actually started writing 
my first play in 1975, but set it aside 
until shortly after 9/11. I took a bit of a 
break,” he recalled. 

Besides “Leaving Brooklyn,” he has 
written three other plays, “Speech,” 
“Who loves ya, baby?” and his current 
writing project, “Informed Consent.”

Queens Theatre’s Executive Direc-
tor Taryn Sacramone said the venue 
is thrilled to bring Mandels’ latest 
production to the stage in the World’s 
Borough.

“I’m proud that we are producing 
‘Leaving Brooklyn,’” Sacramone said. 
“It’s about family and the love and con-
flicts that come from family. It’s a true-
to-life balance between hardships and 
joy. I think it’s a story that will reso-
nate with our audiences.”

The message he wants to convey, 
according to Mandels, is that “We 
shouldn’t take time, or anyone we know 
and love for granted, because we don’t 
really know what tomorrow brings.”

“Many plays touch the intellect. 
Some plays touch the heart. Fewer 
plays have an influence on both,” he 
added.

“Leaving Brooklyn” will grace the 
stage at Queens Theatre — located at 14 
United Nations Ave. South in Corona — 
Saturday, Oct. 20, at 2 p.m. and 8  p.m. 
and Sunday, Oct. 21, at 3 p.m. Tickets 
cost $20 and can be purchased by call-
ing the box office at (718) 760-0064 or by 
visiting  www.queenstheatre.org .

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Some of the best plays seem to be 
the ones that are inspired by gritty, 
poignant, sometimes humorous real-
life events, and actual people. 

That’s what makes Brooklyn-born 
and Jamaica, Queens-raised writer, 
Jeff Mandels’ newest endeavor, “Leav-
ing Brooklyn,” such a relatable and 
meaningful story.  

Directed by Tony-nominee Bill Rus-
sell (“Side Show”), this down to earth 
tale examines all those precious things 
that everyone holds dear, including 
family, friends, love, and for many New 
Yorkers, baseball. And you’re bound to 
find that’s what makes it a true win-
ner.

Let’s face it. Life — the complicated, 
roller coaster ride that it is — is a mix 
of joys and sorrows. So, it’s comforting 
to watch and experience something 
familiar that you can tell was written 
straight from the heart. 

Luckily, you can catch Queens The-
atre’s New York premiere of “Leaving 
Brooklyn” this weekend, through Oct. 
21. 

So, why Brooklyn? 
“Everyone in the world has heard 

of Brooklyn. It provides resonance,” 
Mandels said, explaining that it’s the 
play’s specificity that makes this story 

so universal. “The more specific the 
story the greater the audience engage-
ment.”

The year is 1955. Eisenhower is 
in office and folks are following the 
Dodgers’ run-up to their first World Se-
ries Championship.  The play centers 
around the Feldmans, a blue-collar, 
baseball-loving family, whose patri-
arch, Lee, is a former minor league 
baseball player.  Working hard to pro-
vide for his doting wife, Dot, and their 
two sons, Paul and Danny, Lee tries to 
eke out a living by taking on various 
construction jobs.

While an athletic Paul has been in-
vited to a Dodgers training camp, we 
come to understand that his younger 
brother, Danny, isn’t destined to play 
baseball.  And a colorful Aunt Pearl, 
who is up from Florida, livens things 
up with her amorous adventures.

Before his new play came about, 
Mandels wrote a story called “Johnny 
Boy.” It all started with an Aha! mo-
ment.

“Shortly after 9/11, my daughters 
and I returned to New York (from Se-
attle) for my mom’s funeral. I rented a 
car and drove past the area in Jamaica 
where I grew up,” he recalled. “I parked 
the car for a few minutes and upon leav-
ing I thought to myself, ‘I have to write 
a play about this place.’  And I did. It’s 

Real life story hits home at Queens Theatre

Lee (l.) — portrayed by Jonathan Gregg — welcomes Aunt Pearl — played by Lanie Zera — in an 
early scene from “Leaving Brooklyn.” Photo by Mikhail Torich
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Wednesday,
Nov. 7, 

for our amazing

Come meet our amazing vendors.
Featuring Vendors for:

Music, Flowers, Photography,
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Admission Fee: $10.00 per person

Have a private tour of our
historic mansion.

Taste the wonderful cuisine our Chef 
and his culinary staff perpared for you.

Beer, Wine, & Soda Included.
FOR NEW BOOKINGS:

A reception for a minimum 100 guests
for the months Nov. thru April will receive a 

complimentary Douglaston Manor Vienesse table

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363
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Contributing Sponsor:

Event / Title Sponsor:

Great Things are Happening at our
Great Neck Plaza AutoFest/Street Festival

For information: 516-829-1301 • ShopGreatNeck.com/StreetFestival2018

Sunday, Oct. 21, 2018
Noon - 5:00 PM

(Rain Date: October 28, 2018)

Classic Roadsters Classic Sports Cars
1968 Lamborghini Miura P400

Raphael Gabay, Owner
1908 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost Chassis #60756

AACA Spring Meet 2018 Best of Show

Two Stages of Special
Youth PerformancesMeade Brothers

New American Voices series features stories for everyone
BY CASSIDY KLEIN

The Queens Theatre seeks 
to serve the Queens commu-
nity through presenting the 
many diverse voices in the 
borough and its 2018 New 
American Voices series, start-
ing Oct. 20, will showcase 
new plays that delve into the 
struggle to remain truthful to 
oneself.

“Our plays include un-
derrepresented voices in 
Queens,” said Rob Urbinat, 
the director of New Play De-
velopment at Queens Theatre. 
“People are clearly interested 
— there is some kind of need 
for these plays.”

The New American Voices 
series has been a part of the 
lineup at Queens Theatre since 
2002. This year, the theater — 
located at 14 United Nations 
Ave. South — will present 
works by writers who speak to 
Queens’ cultural mosaic.

The final event of the series 
will feature eight to 10 short 
plays by local writers that ex-
plore the lives of those with 
disabilities. The plays will 
either by written by someone 
with a disability or have a 
character with a disability.

“In as many cases as pos-
sible, characters with a dis-
ability will be played by actors 
with those disabilities,” Ur-
binat said. “We want a variety 
of tone — some funny, some 
dramatic — and a variety of 
disabilities. Put together, it 
will be fascinating.”

The theater received 172 
submissions for the short plays 
this year. Urbinat said they 
expected around 60 submis-
sions and were blown away by 
the response. The finalists for 
these plays will be announced 
in the coming weeks.

Donna Hoke, a playwright 
from Buffalo, will have a play 
in the series about a 1950s gay 
bar in New York City. This is 

the first time she has had one 
of her plays read at the Queens 
Theatre.

“New voices are the life-
blood of theater,” said Hoke. 
“People get so hung up on go-
ing to [a show] they already 
know and love, but those plays 
were all new at one point, too. 
New plays are a hard sell, and 
it takes a theater like Queens 
Theatre to take a chance on 
new plays.”

Hoke’s play, “On the Roof,” 
will center around the patrons 
of the gay bar as they struggle 
to find themselves in the dan-
gerous and difficult era of Mc-
Carthyism, when “sexuality 
was still seen as a mental ill-
ness and was illegal.”

“The idea behind it is now, 
with pride and empowerment, 
people don’t realize that back 
then it was the simplest act of 
even just going to a meeting or 
gay bar that was an act of brav-
ery,” Hoke said. “Back then, a 
gay bar was a safe place of ref-
uge. I think the younger LGBT 
generation is unaware of what 
got them here today.”

Fouad Teymour, a play-
wright and engineering profes-
sor based in Chicago, will be 
showcasing his play “Twice, 
Thrice, Frice,” about three 
Arab-American women who 
are forced to re-evaluate their 
faith when a crisis strains their 
friendship. This is also his first 
play at Queens Theatre.

“The inspiration [for the 
play] is trying to talk about ide-
ologies that we believe in that 
we follow, often blindly, even 
when it goes against our own 
motive,” said Teymour. “Some-
times we follow religious or po-
litical ideology even though it 
could hurt us, we believe that’s 
just how it is when really they 
are things imposed by bodies 
that are more powerful.”

Teymour hopes the raw hu-
manity of his characters comes 
through to the audience.

“We are all dealing with 
the same problems and life 
challenges,” he said. “I hope 
people think about these topics 
discussed in the plays and be 
inspired to make a life change. 
This theater has nurtured a 
community that comes to listen 
to a voice that is different from 
their own.”

“Twice, Thrice, Frice” 
will be read Oct. 20 at 8 p.m., 
while “On the Roof” will be 
read Nov. 10 at 8 p.m. The 
short plays on disabilities 
will be read Nov. 18 at 6 p.m. 
with ASL interpretation and 
audio description. There 
will be audience talk-backs 
following each reading. 

Urbinat urges those who 
wish to attend to reserve their 
seats early. Although the shows 
are free, he said they tend to 
sell out quickly.

“We live in one of the most 
diverse communities in the 
country,” Urbinat said. “The 
series is meant for the audience 
to be exposed to different voices 
in the borough.”

Reach reporter Cassidy 
Klein by e-mail at cklein@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4574.

Playwright Donna Hoke (l.) will be reading her play, “On the Roof,” Nov. 
10 at 8 p.m., while Fouad Teymor will be reading his play, “Twice, Thrice, 
Frice,” Oct. 20 at 8 p.m. Photos courtesy of Queens Theatre
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718.445.3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 

Local Pour 
House

213-11 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 
718.224.7687
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Sports

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

playoffs, let alone succeed in the 
playoffs, with an offense that 
ranks in the bottom half of the 
league across the board. Had 
the Mets boasted even one area 
of strength offensively, their 
season may have gone in a dif-
ferent direction.

Stars’ fail to live up to

their hype in the Bronx

Over in the American 
League, it’s hard to find a weak-
ness on the Yankees’ squad. 
We’ll get into their positives 
in a bit, but one reason for the 
Yankees, downfall could be the 
down seasons of Gary Sanchez, 
Greg Bird, and — to an extent — 
Aaron Judge.

Sanchez, after batting .278 
with 33 home runs and 90 RBI in 
2017, saw his numbers fall dra-
matically in 2018.

The former All-Star catcher 
hit just .186 with 18 dingers and 

53 RBI in 89 games this season. 
Sanchez missed time due to a 
nagging groin injury and saw 
his defense slip, too. 

Sanchez allowed 16 passed 
balls in 104 games behind the 
plate in 2017, a number the Yan-
kees could live with when he is 
producing at an elite level of-
fensively.  He was charged with 
18 passed balls in 76 games this 
season. His poor defense, cou-
pled with his decreased offen-
sive production, made Sanchez 
a huge disappointment in 2018.

Then there was Greg Bird, 
who entered the season with 
high expectations when he 
reported to Spring Training 
healthy after a 2017 campaign 
derailed by injury. Bird started 
the season on the DL and could 
not produce when he returned. 
He played in a career-high 82 
games, but hit just .199/.286/.386 
with 11 home runs. Bird even-

Just like that, baseball sea-
son in New York is over. 

We’ve spoken exclusively 
about the Mets in this column 
over the last two years. Now, 
we are bringing the Yankees 
into the fold, as the column 
will discuss New York baseball 
in general rather than focus on 
just one team.

With that being said, the 
2018 New York baseball season 
can be defined in a few simple 
words. Both teams fell short of 
expectations, in very different 
ways.

The Mets entered the sea-
son with postseason aspira-
tions and failed to reach the 
playoffs, finishing the cam-
paign in fourth place in the 
National League East with a 
77-85. The Yankees began the 
season dreaming of bringing 
a World Series to the Bronx 
for the first time since 2009. 
And while the Bombers won 
100 games and defeated the 
Oakland Athletics in the Wild 
Card game, the Yankees fell 
to Boston in four games in the 
American League Division 
Series, ending their season far 
sooner than they expected. 

Two team, two different sea-
sons, and the same result. Mets 
fans have called their season a 

failure. Yankees fans are say-
ing the same thing. Both teams 
fell short of expectations. 

Let’s discuss what went 
wrong, and what went right in 
2018 for New York’s two base-
ball teams.

Injuries, lack of offense 

wreak havoc on Mets

Like so many years in the 
past, the Mets’ season was once 
again defined by injuries.

Yoenis Cespedes played 
in just 38 games this season, 
while Noah Syndergaard made 
only 25 starts for the Mets. The 
team dealt with a plethora of 
other short-term injuries, but 
the injuries to Cespedes and 
Syndergaard proved to be too 
much to overcome.

The Mets lacked the depth 
to produce in their stars’ ab-
sence, and that ultimately 
doomed their season.

Meanwhile, the club’s of-
fense failed to carry the team 
in a trend that has become all 
too familiar in Queens. 

The Mets ranked 23rd in 
baseball in runs scored, 21st 
in home runs and on-base per-
centage and 24th in on-base-
plus-slugging percentage. It is 
nearly impossible to reach the 

The Mets and Yankees both fell short of expectations this season.       AP

BY ROBERT COLE

The St. Francis Prep Terriers 
took advantage of a late fourth 
quarter turnover to get a 28-21 
win over their neighborhood ri-
vals from Holy Cross in the 2018 
“Battle of the Boulevard” foot-
ball game Sunday afternoon at 
Martin Van Buren High School 
Field.  

“It feels great to get this win,” 
Prep’s junior quarterback Omar-
ion Jones said. “I knew my team-
mates would pick me up and play 
their hearts out. We just had to 
keep playing.”

Jones, who played the better 
part of the fourth quarter with 
an injured leg, continued to pick 
himself off the ground to lead his 
team to victory.

“He’s a warrior,” Prep coach 
Richard Carroll said. “He took 
some hits and got back up. In 
this game, nobody was going to 
keep him down, he was going to 
fight to get back in there and that 
is the type of player that he is, 
tough as nails.”

Prep went ahead early when 
Nazareth McFarlan opened 
the scoring on a two-yard run 
with 4:19 remaining in the first 
quarter, giving the Terriers a 7-0 
lead.  

Holy Cross cut the lead to 7-6 
with 3:56 left in the second quarter 
on a one-yard quarterback sneak 
by Michael Henglein to cap a 69-
yard drive. A blocked extra-point 
try kept St. Francis in front.  

Each team scored to tie 
Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 48

Prep downs 
Holy Cross

in tight game

Mets, Yanks fall short in 2018
Both New York baseball squads failed to reach expectations this season

Zach 
Gewelb
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 
Christ the King falls to Iona Prep, 42-12

St. Francis Prep downs Holy Cross

1

1

2

3

2 3

1. St. Francis Prep players and coaches celebrate their victory over Holy Cross in the 
2018 “Battle Of The Boulevard” at Martin Van Buren High School Field. 2. St. Francis 
Prep’s William Manderson catches a touchdown pass that was eventually called back. 
3. Holy Cross’ Seth Orengo flies past two St. Francis Prep defenders on a kick-off re-
turn. 4. Nazareth McFarlan shuffles his way through the Holy Cross defense. 

Photos by Robert Cole
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ACROSS THE BOROUGH
Beach Channel falters 
in diffi cult 38-8 loss to 
Frank J. Macchiarola

1. Christ the King’s Shawn 
Sanchez (l.) and Jaden 
Valdez (r.) team up to 
block Iona Prep’s Ricardo 
Sandoval during a NYCHSFL 
Class AA football game in 
New Rochelle. 2. Christ 
the King’s Justin Vazquez 
looks to avoid the Iona 
Prep defender. 3. Christ 
the King’s Andre McGann 
attempts to avoid tackle. 
4. Kahlil Harris scram-
bles out of the pocket and 
throws a pass. 

Photos by Robert Cole

4

1

2

3

4

1. Beach Channel quarterback Christopher Cole finds some open space and 
heads upfield during the Dolphins’ 38-8 loss to Frank J. Macchiarola. 2. The 
Beach Channel Dolphins huddle for the next play. 3. Beach Channel running back 
Masiah Franklin runs past the Frank J. Macchiarola defender. 

Photos by William Thomas
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

the game at 14-14 headed into 
halftime.  

St. Francis Prep took the 
second half kickoff and drove 
57 yards in 8:19, but the Holy 
Cross defense ended the drive 
on the eight-yard line, aided 
by a holding call that brought 
back a touchdown and kept the 
score tied.  

The Knights took the lead 
on a 65-yard pass from Heng-
lein to John Breaubrun, who 
outran the St. Francis defense 
for the score as Holy Cross 
went up 21-14 heading into the 
final period.

The Terriers had another 
touchdown called back on a 
holding penalty in the fourth 
quarter, but then the penalties 

started to go their way as Holy 
Cross took a defensive pass in-
terference penalty to keep a late 
drive alive. The Terriers man-
aged to tie the score with 4:44 to 
play on a seven-yard touchdown 
run by Aubrey Mitchell.

The game looked destined to 
go to overtime when, with 4:44 
in the fourth quarter, Henglein 
threw an errant pass that was 
picked off by Nicholas Parfair 
on the Knights’ next posses-
sion, giving the Terriers the 
ball at the Holy Cross 20-yard 
line with an opportunity to 
take the lead.

St. Francis Prep took ad-
vantage of the Holy Cross 
miscue, scoring on a 10-yard 
touchdown pass from Jones 
to Aubrey Mitchell, who got 
behind the Knights defense 
for a wide-open game winning 
reception with 28.4 seconds left 
on the clock.     

tually lost his starting job to 
Luke Voit, an unheralded rook-
ie acquired from the St. Louis 
Cardinals in July.

Judge actually posted great 
numbers this season, but 
missed nearly two months af-
ter he was hit in the wrist by a 
pitch in late July. 

He wasn’t as great as he 
was during his 2017 rookie 
campaign, but stll but up a 
/.278/.392/.528 batting line and 
a 145 OPS+. The towering out-
fielder socked 27 homers in 112 
games, down from 52 dingers in 
155 games in 2017.

While his numbers were still 
good, Judge missing two months 
didn’t do the Yankees any favors 
this season.

Mets see major contributions 

from young players

and deGrom

While the Mets’ season was 
unofficially over early in the 
summer, fans stuck around to 
watch Jacob deGrom put to-
gether one of the best season’s in 
franchise history.

The Mets’ ace was simply 
stellar in 2018, pitching to a 1.70 

ERA across 32 starts. While he 
only recorded 10 wins against 
nine losses, deGrom is the clear 
front-runner to be the National 
League Cy Young Award win-
ner. In 217 innings pitched, de-
Grom struck out 269 batters and 
recorded a 1.99 FIP. 

There were rumors circulat-
ing in July that the Mets were 
open to dealing deGrom, but the 
club ultimately decided to hold 
on to their ace in hopes of com-
peting in 2019.

The Mets also saw positive re-
sults from some of their younger 
players, namely Brandon Nimmo 
and Jeff McNeil. Nimmo posted 
a .263/.404/.483 batting line and 
a 150 OPS+, while McNeil burst 
onto the scene by hitting .329 and 
posting a .381 OBP in 63 games 
this season.

Amed Rosario also showed 
a glimpse of his promise in the 
second half of the season and is 
primed to break out in 2019. 

Rookies carve out regular 

roles in powerful

Yankees lineup

While the Mets saw some of 
their young stars emerge, the 
Yankees received impactful 
performances from two of the 
best rookies to emerge in the 
class of 2018. 

Gleyber Torres and Miguel 
Andujar each shined in their 
first full seasons in pinstripes. 
Torres was named an All-Star, 
while Andujar hit .297 with 27 
home runs and 92 RBI in his in-
augural season. Both seem des-
tined to thrive in pinstripes for 
years to come. 

Torres and Andujar con-
tributed to the Yankees record-
setting offense. The Bronx 
Bombers lived up to their name, 
setting a major league record 
with 267 home runs, besting the 
previous record of 264 set by the 
Seattle Mariners in 1997. 

Perhaps even more impres-
sive is that the Yankees’ hit at 
least 20 home runs from each 
spot in the lineup, the first time 
the feat was ever accomplished 
in baseball history. Twelve Yan-
kees hit more than 10 home runs 
this year, making the Yankees’ 
record-setting season even more 
impressive.

The future

It’s too soon to know what the 
future holds for each team, but 
it’s clear the Yankees will con-
tinue to set their eyes on a World 
Series title. For the Mets, return-
ing to the postseason should be 
their 2019 objective. With smart 
offseasons, both clubs should be 
able to accomplish those goals. 

Continued from Page 45 

High Heat
Continued from Page 45 

Football
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Really New Yorkers.
Really Inspiring.
Really on Bumble.

Find Them
on Bumble
THE MOST INSPIRING NEW YORKERS




