
dren are widely unknown as 
they are kept secret from the 
public, but shared that refugees 
are brought to tent camps in the 
Arizona desert with little to no 
opportunity for an education 
and legal aid.

In the past, Yale said that 
unaccompanied minors would 
usually be sent to a “sponsor” 
who was either a volunteer or 
a member of the child’s family. 
But now, the president has made 
it more difficult ordering look-
ups into the sponsor’s citizen-
ship and deporting them.

“Kids should be sent to 
sponsors and should be treated 
as valuable human beings,” 
Yale said.

In his speech, the grandson 
of immigrants detailed the ar-
duous journey his grandparents 
endured when coming from 
Russia and Romania.

“When I read about the 
thousands of refugees fleeing 
Central America, I think of my 
grandparents. How are Central 
Americans any different from 
them?” Yale asked.

Liu described the family sep-
arations as “absolutely shocking 
and utterly despicable.”

“As a parent myself, it’s 
really unimaginable and un-
speakable,” he said. “And the 
more people speak about this 
— whether it be in New York 

City or all across the country 
—the more our so-called repre-
sentatives in Washington, spe-
cifically the Republicans who 
currently lead both houses, 
that they will understand what 
the American people truly 
want. And what the American 
people truly want is not what’s 
happening right now.”

Though northeast Queens 
is not usually the hotbed for 
immigration advocacy when 
compared to other Queens 
neighborhoods such as Jack-

son Heights, Elmhurst and 
Corona, Bayside resident 
and event co-organizer Rory 
Schnurr said that most residents 
in his area and other northeast 
Queens neighborhoods are 
“kind and welcoming.”

“I wanted to bring to-
gether the community I’ve 
been part of for decades to 
show that a number of us do 
support their [immigrants] 
being here,” said Schnurr, 
who added that the Trump 
administration’s policies “do 

not reflect the values of most 
of our country.”

Yale said that he hopes these 
events incite sympathetic indi-
viduals to take action and think 
about what they can do for the 
cause, but he also hopes that he 
can reach friends and neighbors 
who are unsympathetic in the 
hopes to strike up constructive 
dialogues.

Queens United for Immi-
grant Rights will hold two 
additional Bayside vigils in 
November.

BY JENNA BAGCAL

Dozens gathered in Bay-
side Saturday to call for the re-
lease of 13,000 detained Central 
American refugee children by 
the U.S. government.

The group Queens United for 
Immigrant Rights was joined by 
elected officials, advocates and 
religious leaders Oct. 20 on the 
front lawn of the Bayside United 
Methodist Church to advocate 
for children to receive legal rep-
resentation so that they made be 
reunited with their families.

Speakers at the vigil in-
cluded a spokesperson for U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng, state Senate 
candidate John Liu, immigra-
tion lawyer Josh Bardavid and 
author David R. Yale, a found-
ing member of Queens United, 
which was formed by northeast 
Queens residents in August.

“There are 13,000 Central 
American children being de-
tained by the U.S. government 
right now,” Yale said. “Some of 
these children were separated 
from their parents. Thousands 
of others had the courage to 
seek asylum on their own, de-
spite the dangerous, difficult 
journey. Sometimes by truck, 
often just walking, it took them 
weeks, months.”

Yale said that details con-
cerning the status of the chil-
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BY MARK HALLUM

What was once a dark, 
dank alleyway with plywood 
covering gaps in the pave-
ment, the entrance to the 
eastbound tracks at the Long 
Island Rail Road’s Flushing 
– Main Street station now 
leaves a clean and modern 
impression on commuters, 
residents and people just 
passing by.

More important than any-
thing, however, is the new hy-
draulic elevators that makes 
the station compliant with 
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act compliant for the 
first time since the law was 
enacted in 1990, and since the 
station was first established 
in 1854.

The Flushing – Main 
Street station was among 40 
other LIRR stations to receive 
overhauls totaling $5.6 billion 
in state funds announced by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s in Au-
gust 2017.

 An Oct. 18 press confer-
ence with Queens elected of-
ficials and LIRR President 
Phillip Eng illustrated how 
far back the demand for over-
hauls go.

Former Borough Presi-
dent Claire Shulman said the 
reinvigorated train station 

paired with the new housing 
development nearly complet-
ed adjacent the tracks on the 
south side will release the de-
pendency of Queens residents 
on cars.

“What it really does is it 
improves transportation, it 
increases housing and it gets 
rid of the cars,” said Shul-
man, who served as borough 
president from 1986 to 2002 
and now heads the Flushing 
Willets Point Corona Local 
Development Corporation.

One Flushing Housing 
has 231 affordable units and 
is another upgrade for the 
neighborhood having previ-
ously only been a parking lot 
when work began in 2016.

Another critical improve-
ment the renovation brings is 
easy access from westbound 
to eastbound tracks.

If a passenger needs to 
switch platforms, they no lon-
ger have to go down to Main 
Street and around the corner 
to 40th Road, or vice versa, 
to get to the opposite side. A 
new ground level passage-
way gives LIRR customers a 
shortcut.

 Eng said that approxi-
mately 2,200 straphangers 
pass through the Flushing 
– Main Street station on an 
average day.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Two Queens landlords 
were hit with a lawsuit af-
ter allegedly engaging in a 
fraudulent scheme to avoid 
paying more than $470,000 in 
property taxes, state Attorney 
General Barbara Underwood 
announced Tuesday. 

The landlords — Ram Co-
hen and Eldad Cohen — along 
with their real estate company 
ERC Holding, LLC, are accused 
of participating in a year-long 
scheme manipulating tenants’ 
leases, deceiving regulating 
agencies, and profiting off of 
the sale of a 10-unit apartment 
building in Fresh Meadows, 
according to Underwood. 

“As we allege, these land-
lords fraudulently secured 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in tax breaks by illegally 
abusing the 421-a programs 
and deceiving tenants about 
their rights,” said Underwood. 
“We have zero tolerance for 
landlords who try to defend 
regulators and their own ten-
ants — and we won’t hesitate 
to prosecute those who try to 
line their pockets at the ex-
pense of New Yorkers.” 

According to Underwood, 
the Cohens built and con-
structed the 10-unit apart-
ment building — located at 
71-44 160th St.— from 2006 to 
2009. They had applied to the 
New York City Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development for a tax exemp-
tion under section 421-a of the 
Real Property Tax Law, which 
reduces property taxes for eli-
gible new construction condo-
miniums and rentals. 

Although the landlords had 
intended to make the building 
a condominium, in 2009 they 
decided to operate the build-
ing as a rental, Underwood 
said. 

The 421-a tax exemption 
rules required the Cohens to 

obey rent stabilization laws 
when renting out apartments; 
however, the lawsuit alleges 
that they never did. Instead, 
they gave tenants unregulated 
leases, which didn’t offer any of 
the tenancy protections guaran-
teed by rent stabilization laws. 

In 2014, the attorney gener-
al’s office directed the Cohens 
to register the apartments 
with the State Division of 
Housing and Community Re-
newal and begin treating ten-
ants as rent-stabilized — as is 
required in order to obtain the 
tax benefit. 

The lawsuit stated the Co-
hens allegedly continued their 
fraud by making it appear they 
were moving to comply with 
rent stabilization laws, with-
out actually treating their 
tenants as rent-stabilized or 
registering the proper rents. 

The lawsuit further alleges 
that the Cohens continued 
their fraud by listing inflated 
rents on all leases while hav-
ing tenants agree in a separate 
rider to pay a lower rent.

The Cohens allegedly kept 
the lower rent riders secret 
from regulating agencies, 

banks, and a prospective pur-
chaser to make it appear that 
the building was more valu-
able than it actually was, ac-
cording to Underwood. 

When the Cohens sold the 
building in 2016 for $3,750,000, 
they never disclosed the true 
rents paid by tenants to the 
purchaser or the regulating 
agencies. 

The lawsuit also alleges 
that the Cohens are currently 
running another fraudulent 
scheme paying their employ-
ees’ wages through a corpora-
tion registered in the name of 
a property manager of another 
Queens building. Rather than 
pay their employees directly, 
with payroll taxes withheld, 
they allegedly pass employ-
ees’ wages through the shell 
corporation, off the books. 

The attorney general’s law-
suit seeks to bar the Cohens 
from doing business in the 
New York Real Estate Indus-
try. They will also be required 
to repay all illegally avoided 
property taxes and profits 
from the sale of the building, 
as well as civil penalties and 
costs. 

The apartment house on 160th Street in Fresh Meadows previously owned by 
Ram and Elhad Cohen, whom Attorney General Barbara Underwood accused 
of tax evasion on Oct. 23. Google Maps

Flushing LIRR station
celebrates improvements

Queens landlords sued
Owners evaded more than $470K in property taxes: AG

Former Borough President Claire Shulman (l.) tours the updated 
Flushing - Main Street LIRR station. Photo by Mark Hallum
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Former FBI Special Agent 
Dr. Beth LaManna will be 
the first woman ever to serve 
as the head of security at a 
senior college in CUNY, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman at 
Queens College. 

Queens College Felix V. 
Matos Rodríguez made the an-
nouncement about LaManna 
Oct. 12 and her tenure at the 
school started Oct. 1, accord-
ing to the spokeswoman. 

“We are delighted and 
proud to welcome Dr. La-
Manna to Queens College,” 
Matos Rodríguez said. “Her 
combined background in law 
enforcement and educational, 
clinical and community psy-
chology is uniquely suited to 
the role of security director in 
a senior college environment.”

As the security director at 
Queens College, she will be re-
sponsible for more than 19,000 
students on the 80-acre cam-
pus, which is located at 65-30 
Kissena Blvd. in Flushing. 

Before her tenure at the 
FBI, LaManna — a Long Is-
land resident — earned a 
Bachelor of Science Degree 
at Cornell University in 1984, 
and later earned a master’s 
degree in School and Commu-
nity Psychology and a doctor-
ate in Educational and Clini-
cal Psychology at Wayne State 
University in Michigan in 1986 
and 1993, respectively, accord-
ing to the spokeswoman. 

She was a school psycholo-
gist in Detroit from 1986 to 
1996, according to Queens 
College. Her tenure in the FBI 
started in 1996 and she stayed 
with the bureau through 2018. 

LaManna’s career in the 
FBI consisted of working in 
the Criminal Division of the 
New York Field Office, where 
she conducted investigations 
into organized crime, rack-
eteering, complex financial 
fraud cases, money launder-
ing, the 9/11 attacks and civil 
rights violations, according 
to the Queens College spokes-
woman. 

The former FBI agent was 
also a crisis negotiation coor-
dinator for the state’s FBI cri-
sis negotiation program for 11 

years and she also served as 
a coordinator of the National 
Center for the Analysis of Vi-
olent Crime, according to the 

spokeswoman. 
At the National Center La-

Manna was a liaison between 
local and state law enforce-
ment agencies that requested 
assistance from the FBI’s 
Behavioral Analysis Unit in 
Quantico, Va., according to 
the spokeswoman. 

In her role as a liaison 
between the different agen-
cies she coordinated or or-
chestrated training focused 
school shooters, threat as-
sessment mitigation and 
management, and violence in 
the workplace. 

The former special agent 
is delighted about her new 
role. 

“I am both excited and 
honored to be a part of the 
Queens College community. 
I look forward to the op-
portunity to interact and 
work with the faculty, staff, 
students and guests, and to 
ensure that Queens College 
remains a safe and secure 
environment for all,” said 
LaManna.

Dr. Beth LaManna Courtesy of Queens College

Queens College names new head of security
Former FBI agent makes history as fi rst female to be assigned role at senior CUNY school
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BY BILL PARRY

As Winter Storm Gray-
son bore down on Queens in 
January with its arctic blast 
and heavy snow, residents of 
the Woodside Houses found 
themselves without heat and 
hot water.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
toured the boiler room with 
elected officials at the height 
of the storm as the service 
outages spread to more than 
30 NYCHA development that 
same day.

Last week, the de Blasio 
administration announced a 
new strategy to reduce out-
ages and restore heat faster 
by installing new boilers, 
hiring more heating staff and 
external contractors, as well 
as improving resident com-
munication.

“Every NYCHA resident 
deserves heat in the winter. 
Our new leadership at NY-
CHA has delivered major im-
provements that will reduce 
outages and get the heat back 
on faster,” de Blasio said. 
“This plan will benefit all 
400,000 New Yorkers who call 
NYCHA home, and is only the 
beginning of more improve-
ments to come.”

Last Thursday, nearly 
5,000 tenants at six NYCHA 
complexes around the city 
were without heat and hot wa-
ter. The same thing happened 
the following day at the Asto-
ria Houses. Residents at the 
Queensbridge Houses also re-
ported the loss of heat and hot 
water during the week.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
toured the Woodside Houses 
with the mayor during last 
winter’s outages and is hop-
ing for better results as the 
cold weather returns.

“All 400,000 New Yorkers 

who live in NYCHA deserve 
good heat and hot water this 
winter,” Van Bramer said. “As 
temperatures drop, I will pres-
sure NYCHA to ensure that my 
constituents at Queensbridge, 
Ravenswood, and Woodside 
Houses are well equipped to 
stay safe and warm.”

Last winter in New York 
City was one of the coldest on 
record, bringing NYCHA’s 
aging infrastructure to the 
brink.

“In preparation for this 
winter season, we have been 
fully dedicated to ensuring 
real improvements to keep 
residents warmer,” NYCHA 
Interim Chair and CEO Stan-
ley Brezenoff said. “While 
there is no magic wand, our 
operations team, under the 
leadership of our General 
Manager Vito Mustaciuolo, 
is tackling problems we have 
immediate control over while 
looking to the future when we 
can have more reliable heat-
ing throughout our portfolio 
for all New Yorkers who rely 
on us.”

De Blasio agreed there is 
no magic wand.

“I think the truth is we’re 
not saying we think every-
thing is going to be perfect 
this coming winter,” de Blasio 
said. “I don’t think New York-
ers like to be taken down the 
primrose path. If people want 
to hear that we’re not out of 
the woods yet, I am happy to 
tell them. But we’re not out of 
the woods yet. I wish I had a 
different message. But what 
I can say is I think some real 
improvement is coming. And 
I think we can make a real 
difference.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Whitestone residents are 
getting some relief from the 
raucous helicopter noise 
that has been disrupting the 
neighborhood for more than 
four years. 

The We Love Whites-
tone Civic Association held 
a meeting Oct. 17 at Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox 
Church — located at 150-05 
12th Ave. — where residents 
were notified of U.S. Rep. 
Tom Suozzi’s secured provi-
sions in the Federal Avia-
tion Administration Act to 
mitigate helicopter noise for 
residents of the North Shore 
and Long Island. 

As co-chair of the Quiet 
Skies Caucus, the congress-
man helped to ensure the 
caucus’ priorities were in-
cluded in the final legisla-
tion passed Oct. 5 by Presi-
dent Trump. 

Under the new pilot pro-
gram that began Oct. 15 
and will continue through 
April 2019, helicopters com-
ing from Manhattan will be 
rerouted over Whitestone, 
and will f ly over water from 
Long Island. 

“The people of Long Is-
land and Queens deserve 
to live in peace and quiet,” 
Suozzi said. “I’m proud to 
lead the work the caucus is 
doing to promote awareness 

and demonstrate to all Mem-
bers of Congress that the 
concerns of our constituents 
are significant and demand 
action. Today we are taking 
another step closer to miti-
gating aircraft noise and 
improving quality of life for 
those impacted by incessant 
aircraft noise.” 

Suozzi’s representative, 
Justin Connor, attended the 
Whitestone meeting on the 
congressman’s behalf. 

“I think personally, for 
the past 18 months to be deal-
ing with them [FAA] to get 
something very positive to 
start is very good,” said Con-
nor. “I look forward to work-
ing with them to continue 
making developments.” 

Suozzi’s measures in 
the FAA Act require pub-
lic and comment review for 
the North Shore Helicopter 
Route, along with a congres-
sionally mandated altitude 
f loor of 2,500 feet. 

Other measures included 
an FAA evaluation of Alter-
native metrics to the FAA’s 
current Day-Night Aver-
age Sound Level (65 DNL), 
a study regarding the Day-
Night Sound Levels, health 
and economic impacts of 
overflight noise, updated 
airport exposure maps, and 
community involvement 
practices in the NextGen 
Projects.  

George Mirtsopoulous, 
vice president and found-
ing member of the We Love 
Whitestone Civic Asso-
ciation, said the helicopter 
noise began in 2012 when 
helicopters were f lying over 
the North Shore Route to and 
from Manhattan. 

“With all of the Hamp-
tons stuff that went on dur-
ing the summer it became 
worse,” said Mirtsopoulous. 
“We started looking at it and 
getting involved and meet-
ing with the FAA.”

Earlier this year in July, 
the We Love Whitestone Civic 
Association met with Suozzi, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), 
and the Eastern Region He-
licopter Council, to deter-
mine relief for residents in 
northeast Queens.

“We got a lot accom-
plished for this four years to 
get somewhere at this point,” 
said Mirtosopoulos. “Per-
sonally the fight continues 
because the ultimate goal is 
to have them fly over the wa-
ter... and we’ll see where we 
go with that.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

Justin Connor, U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi’s representative, speaks at the We Love Whitestone Civic Association town 
meeting.  Photo by Dominick Totino 

Mayor Bill de Blasio tours a NYCHA boiler room before announcing a 
plan to improve heating at developments after chronic outages last 
winter. Courtesy of Mayor’s office

Helicopters rerouted Mayor touts measures
to boost NYCHA heatingFAA Act will help mitigate chopper noise over Whitestone
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BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Kew Gardens residents 
met their Sector C Neighbor-
hood Coordination Officers 
Tuesday night at the 102nd 
Precinct’s Build A Block 
Meeting to express concerns 
and complaints of issues in 
the neighborhood.

NYPD Sgt. Nathan Nel-
son was joined by NCO of-
ficer’s Samantha Edelstein 
and Scott Adelman for the 
first Build A Block Meeting 
at The Atria Kew Gardens 
Senior Living Center, lo-
cated  at 117-01 84th Ave. in 
Richmond Hill. 

Sector C, known as Char-
lie, covers the north side of 
Jamaica Avenue by the Van 
Wyck Expressway to Forest 
Park, and the Jackie Robin-
son Parkway. 

The NCO officers noted 
that the issue of homeless 
residents in Sector C is a 
“hot button issue” on their 
study sheet, that won’t be re-
moved anytime soon. 

Rayad Khan, a resident 
of Kew Gardens, said he has 
seen homeless people loiter-
ing in the park near the E-
train subway station. 

“I see people drinking 
there on a daily basis at dif-
ferent times during the day,” 
said Khan. “I go in to get 

breakfast, and these guys 
are kicking back at 9 in the 
morning.”

According to Edelstein, 
the NYPD Homeless Out-
reach Unit and Breaking 
Ground, a nonprofit organi-
zation that covers Queens of-
fering services to homeless 
residents and other vulner-

able New Yorkers, has been 
going to Jamaica Van Wyck 
at least four times a day. 

“Breaking Ground tries 
to build a personal relation-
ship with them, until even-
tually they agree to go to a 
shelter,” said Nelson. “If that 
person says no, there’s noth-
ing we can do to move them 

off the streets.”
According to Nelson, if 

homeless residents are drink-
ing or urinating in the area, 
they are issued a summons, 
and there have been some ar-
rests of people walking down 
the street panhandling. 

“We’ve sent some to the 
hospital who are sick, and 
they come back out of there 
and do the same thing all 
over again,” said Edelstein. 

Other residents com-
plained about homeless peo-
ple loitering under the LIRR 
train tracks late at night. 
Speeding and noise pollu-
tion from cars and trucks 
have also been plaguing the 
neighborhood. 

A resident, who chose to 
remain anonymous due to 
safety concerns, said she has 
continuously dealt with peo-
ple blasting loud music, do-
ing illegal drug activity, and 
couples having public sex on 
114th Street and Bessemer 
Street. 

According to the woman, 
she has called 311 and 911 
numerous times and con-
fronted the men loitering in 
front of her home, who have 
thrown bottles and threat-
ened her.  

“They seem to gravitate 
to this block because it’s a 
dark, quiet area,” she said. 

“All I’m asking is for more 
police presence in the area.” 

Nelson reassured resi-
dents that the NCO’s have 
been resolving issues for 
the past two months, and 
encouraged them to directly 
contact the officer’s through 
phone call, text messages or 
e-mail. 

“You guys in the commu-
nity are talking to the of-
ficers, who study the sector 
sheet. Relay all of your com-
plaints to those officers cov-
ering Sector C Charlie, and 
they will give you resourc-
es,” said Nelson. “We’ll look 
into things and address them 
to the best of our abilities.” 

According to Khan, it’s 
useful for residents attend-
ing the Build A Block Meet-
ings to have a voice for their 
community, and form a good 
relationship with NYPD offi-
cers to alert them of certain 
issues.  

“I think that we want to 
have good relations and have 
an effective police force that 
meets the needs of the resi-
dents,” said Khan. “It’s al-
ways worthwhile to sit down 
and have a dialogue.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

NYPD Neighborhood Coordination Officers from the 102nd Precinct 
listen to Kew Gardens residents’ complaints and concerns at their 
first Build A Block Meeting held at The Atria Kew Gardens Senior 
Living Center in Richmond Hill.  Photo by Carlotta Mohamed

BY JENNA BAGCAL

The state is providing 
nearly $2 million in grants for 
various improvements to pub-
lic schools across northeast 
Queens.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) an-
nounced Monday at PS 209 in 
Whitestone that he secured 
$1,875,000 for 25 public schools 
located in District 26, which 
covers Bayside, Whitestone, 
Little Neck, Douglaston and 
part of northeastern Flushing.

 Through the State and Mu-
nicipal Facilities Program, 
each of the schools is slated to 
receive a $75,000 technology 
grant which will go toward 
supplies like new computers, 
smart boards and security 
cameras.

“I could not think of a bet-
ter way to utilize state grants 
than to invest in our schools,” 

Braunstein said Oct. 22. “This 
funding can be used for tech-
nology, such as smart boards, 
laptops, and security cameras, 
at the discretion of the school 
principals who know best 
what resources their students 
need. Moving forward, I will 
continue to fight to ensure 
that New York City schools get 
the state funding that they de-
serve.”

Public schools in Commu-
nity School Districts 25 and 
26, were among those to re-
ceive the grant. Community 
Education Council Presidents 
Joseph Di Benedetto and Alan 
Ong expressed their gratitude 
toward Braunstein’s unwav-
ering support for the local 
schools.

“This wonderful grant will 
certainly be put to good use, is 
definitely needed, and is truly 
appreciated by all those who 
will share in its benefits,” Di 

Benedetto said. “Assembly 
District 26, by far, is made up 
of a group of hardworking, 
strong achieving students, 
and we would like to applaud 
Mr. Braunstein for passion-
ately advocating towards the 

needs of our schools, and his 
incredible generosity with 
this grant.”

Also in attendance at the 
press conference was Ex-
ecutive Superintendent for 
Queens North Lawrence Pen-

dergast and PS 209 Princi-
pal Dr. Mary E. McDonnell, 
whose school was also one of 
the grant recipients.

Back in March, Braunstein 
teamed up with City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
to ask the Department of Edu-
cation to allow principals to 
lock the front doors of schools 
following the tragic school 
shooting in Parkland, Fla.

Braunstein has also spon-
sored bills related to school 
safety, including one that 
required signage and other 
“traffic calming devices” to 
regulate school zone speed 
limits and another which re-
stricts registered sex offenders 
from living within 1000 feet of 
a school or playgrounds.

Reach reporter Jenna Bag-
cal by e-mail at jbagcal@qns.
com or by phone at (718) 224-
5863 ext. 214.

State Assemblyman Ed Braunstein secured $1,875,000 in grants for 25 
public schools in District 26. Courtesy of Braunstein’s office

Braunstein secures grants for NE Queens schools

102nd Pct. NCOs hear residents’ concerns
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LOWEST RATES

EVER!
LIMITED TIME OFFER
Reduced, pre-opening price goes away when the doors open. Don’t delay.

*

GET MORE OUT OF LIFE AT A
ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME RATE.
Join our new Orangetheory Fitness studio now to qualify for 
a reduced rate that continues for the life of your membership.

SIGN UP FOR OUR
TRANSFORMATION CHALLENGE!
You could transform your body in 8 weeks, plus win a share of $2,500
in cash and prizes!*

FOR SPECIAL PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP RATES.

orangetheoryfitness.com

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Renee Katz is bringing her acclaimed 
show “Only from the Heart can you 
Touch the Sky,” to her synagogue for a 
cabaret night the entire Flushing com-
munity can enjoy. 

The cabaret star will be performing 
Saturday, Nov. 3, from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at Temple Beth Sholom of Flushing, lo-
cated at 171-39 Northern Blvd. 

“I’m excited about it. It’s a fund-raiser 
for the temple. I’m always performing 
in Manhattan and it’s nice to be able to 
bring it to the community here,” said 
Katz. “It’s a terrific way to raise money 
[for the temple] and it should be a great 
event.” 

The exclusive Queens event follows a 
week of four performances in seven days 
at the 29th Annual Cabaret Convention 
at the Rose Theater within Jazz At Lin-
coln Center.  

Katz will be singing 15 songs accom-
panied by music director, pianist John 
Cook.  

The performance will feature simi-
lar favorite standards and show tunes, 
including a medley of “It Could Happen 
To You,” “My Foolish Heart,” Hoagy Car-
michael’s “Skylark,” Steven Schwartz’s 
“Meadowlark,” and “Come The Wild 
Wild Weather,” by Noel Coward.

“It’s an intimate art form where you 
can connect emotionally with your audi-
ence,” said Katz. “I do a lot of Broadway 
and American songbook... things that 
are typical to the Cabaret repertoire.” 

A graduate of the famed High School 
of Music and Art and a student of Mar-
tha Gladston at Juilliard School of Mu-
sic, Katz was the runner-up for the lead 
in Broadway’s initial run of Phantom of 
the Opera. 

Katz had been a part of Manhat-
tan’s cabaret community, being a MAC 
(Manhattan Association of Cabarets 
and Clubs) award nominee. She sang at 
venues such as Don’t Tell Mama, Eighty-
Eights, The Metropolitan Room, and The 
Salon. She also vocalized with the New 

York Chorale Society and the Oratorio 
Society of Queens for many years before 
taking time off to raise her son.

When her son went off to college, Katz 
returned to Don’t Tell Mama’s stage last 
summer with an autobiographical show 
entitled “Never Been Gone” that earned 
her a Broadway World nomination for 
Best Show of 2017.

Following the success of “Never Been 
Gone” — the title of her first published 
book of poetry and recorded CD — there 
was a demand for more shows for a total of 
seven nights over a three-month period. 

Upon conclusion of Never Been Gone, 
Katz returned to Don’t Tell Mama with 
a different kind of show, entitled “Winter 
Awakenings,” featuring the song cycle, 
“December Songs,” by Maury Yeston, 
which Katz will be reprising during the 
first two weekends in December.

She will also perform at Don’t Tell 
Mama’s located at 343 West 46th St. in 
Manhattan.

Tickets for Katz’s performance in 
Flushing are available for $36 and in-
clude the show — featuring an opening 
hour of entertainment headlined by The 
Waffles, Temple Beth Sholom’s music 
group — appetizers, desserts, soft drinks, 
and a donation bar. 

Reservations can be made by calling 
the Temple Beth Sholom office at (718) 
463-4143.

RENEE KATZ

Flushing star set to perform
exclusive show in hometown
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Halloween is almost here, and Queens has lots 
of fun events for the whole family.

From haunted houses to parades, here are 
some activities for you to enjoy no matter what 
neighborhood you live in.

FRIDAY, OCT. 26
Haunted Lantern Tours — The park rangers at Fort Totten will 
once again be leading Haunted Lantern Tours to celebrate the 
season.
When: Friday, Oct. 26, from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Fort Totten Park Water Battery

SATURDAY, OCT. 27
Boo at the Zoo — The Queens Zoo is holding its annual “Boo at 
the Zoo.” Kids can collect candy for completing activities as well 
as make a Halloween craft and hear a spooky story. There will 
also be animals to meet throughout the afternoon. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Zoo
Cost: Included with general admission 

Halloween Festival —  Fort Totten will host its annual 
Halloween Festival at the parade grounds. Enjoy games, rides, 
crafts and more. The festival also includes a pumpkin patch and 
a costume contest.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Glen Oaks branch of Queens Library, 256-04 Union 
Turnpike
Cost: Free

Halloween Harvest Festival —  The annual Halloween Harvest 
Festival at Socrates Sculpture Park includes costume making, 
face painting and a costume contest for dogs. This year, the 
theme is Fet Gede, the Haitian Festival of the Ancestors, so the 
festival will feature special food and performances. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park

Haunted House — The Queens County Farm Museum will 
once again be having its haunted house. Come Saturday 
from 1 to 7 p.m., or visit during Sunday’s fall festival. The fall 
festival includes hayrides, pony rides, a petting zoo, a corn 
maze and more. Tickets are $20 and include all events from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Queens County Farm Museum
Cost: $4

Haunted Lantern Tours — The park rangers at Fort Totten 
will once again be leading Haunted Lantern Tours to celebrate 
the season.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Fort Totten Park Water Battery

SUNDAY, OCT. 28
Halloween Family Fun Day — Cunningham Park Farmers 
Market will be having a Halloween Family Fun Day. There will be 
pumpkin painting, trick-or-treating and a costume parade for 
kids along with the normal vendors.
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Halloween 
set to scream through the borough

There are tons of Halloween-themed events on tap throughout the borough. Courtesy of HolidayEvents.us

Where: Cunningham Park Farmers Market 

Boo at the Zoo — The Queens Zoo is holding its annual “Boo at 
the Zoo.” Kids can collect candy for completing activities as well 
as make a Halloween craft and hear a spooky story. There will 
also be animals to meet throughout the afternoon. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Zoo
Cost: Included with general admission 

Fall Festival — The Queens County Farm Museum will once 
again be having its annual fall festival. The fall festival includes 
hayrides, pony rides, a petting zoo, a corn maze and more. 
Tickets are $20 and include all events from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
When: Sunday, Oct. 28 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens County Farm Museum
Cost: $20

Shocktoberfest — Flushing Meadows Corona Park is hosting its 
annual Shocktoberfest on Oct. 28 as well. This event has music, 
games, rides, pumpkins and more. All kids in attendance will 
receive a goodie bag while supplies last. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows Corona Park 

Halloween Family Fun Day— The Halloween Family Fun Day 
includes stories, magic, pumpkin decorating, crafts, infl atables 
and more. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Corner of 41st Avenue and Bell Boulevard

Halloween Celebration — Celebrate Halloween early at the 
Queens Botanical Garden.  This event includes trick-or-treating, 
crafts, face painting, a magic show and a costume dance party. 
Carnivorous plants will be on display as well. Most activities are 
included with QBG admission.
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical Garden

Cartoons at the Voelker Orth Museum— If you are 
looking for something a little different this Halloween, the 
Voelker Orth Museum will be showing spooky old cartoons 
from the 1920s and 30s. There will also be supplies to make 

masks and fl ip books.
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, at 3:30 p.m.
Where: Voelker Orth Museum
Cost: $4 per person or $10 per family

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 31
Spooktacular Celebration — The Alley Pond Environmental 
Center will be having a Spooktacular Celebration for young 
children on Halloween. Kids ages 18 months to four years old 
can come in costume for games, crafts and pumpkin picking. 
They will also be able to meet a turtle and a Madagascar Hissing 
Cockroach.
When: Wednesday, Oct. 31, from 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Environmental Center
Cost: $16

Halloween Parade — For the 28th year in a row, Jackson 
Heights will be having its Halloween parade. This is the second 
largest Halloween parade in New York City. Kids can start lining 
up at 4:30 p.m. on 89th St. and 37th Ave. The parade goes down 
to 76th St. where goodie bags will be handed out.
When: Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 5 p.m.
Where: 89th Street and 37th Avenue to 76th Street

Glendale Halloween March — All are invited to take part in 
one of the oldest Halloween parades in the city in Glendale 
.Costumed spectators of all ages will head west on Myrtle 
Avenue to the parking lot of Stop & Shop supermarket at 
Cypress Hills Street. The parade will close with a ceremony 
featuring prizes and raffl es.
When: Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 7 p.m.
Where: Corner of 69th Street and Myrtle Avenue

Halloween Ragamuffi n Parade — The Maspeth Lions Club is 
set to host its annual Halloween Ragamuffi n Parade. Kids walk 
from the Mt. Olivet Cemetery main gate to the Maspeth Federal 
Savings parking lot and receive candy. There will also be prizes 
for the best costumes.
When: Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 7 p.m.
Where: Parade marches from Mt. Olivet Cemetery to the 
Maspeth Federal Savings
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology, including painless hemorrhoid care, 
and advanced endoscopy 

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 NORTHERN BLVD #1, DOUGLASTON, NY 11362
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$75 off 
consultation

Autism/Behavioral 
Consulting Services

POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING — Cops were looking 
for a suspect who attacked a teenag-
er on a Flushing street last week.

A 14-year-old boy was walking 
at the corner of 41st Road and Main 
Street Oct. 15 at 7 p.m. when he 
bumped into an unknown man. The 
man told the boy, “I won’t beat you 
up because you’re a kid,” according 
to authorities.

Police said the suspect ultimately 
returned to the location and struck 
the teen in the head with a hard, un-
known object and f led the scene.

Officers from the 109th Precinct 
responded to the scene and found 
the victim, who suffered pain, swell-
ing and a laceration to the left side 

of his face. EMS arrived and trans-
ported the victim to a local hospital 
in stable condition.

The NYPD described the assail-
ant as a Hispanic man approximate-
ly 30 years old with a stocky build 
and black hair, standing 6 feet tall. 
He was last seen wearing a white T-
shirt, a green jacket with an orange 
lining on the inside, black pants and 
black shoes, police said.

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 
888-

— Emily Davenport

Cops were searching for a suspct who they say assaulted a 14-year-old boy in Flushing. 
Google Maps, inset courtesy of NYPD

ST. ALBANS — Police officers 
from the 113th Precinct identified 
Springfield Gardens resident Johna-
than Giles as the man who died in 
a motorcycle incident in St. Albans 
over the weekend.

On Oct. 14, the victim was dis-
covered lying on the road with 
trauma to his body, head and neck, 
police said. EMS transported Giles, 
50, to Jamaica Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead, according to 
authorities. 

A 911 call that took place approxi-
mately at 1:26 a.m. indicated that 
there was a motorcycle collision at 
the intersection of 197th Street and 
119th Road, according to the NYPD. 

A preliminary investigation by 
the NYPD Highway District’s Colli-

sion Investigation Squad determined 
that Giles was speeding on his 1995 
Kawasaki motorcycle that was trav-
eling southbound on 197th Street and 
that he was allegedly going so fast, 
that he was not able to properly navi-
gate the roadway.

The vehicle toppled over and 
landed on its left side, according to 
police. After hitting the pavement, 
the motorcycle slid across the road 
and struck a parked and unoccupied 
2006 Dodge Caravan, resulting in the 
motorcyclist being ejected from the 
vehicle and thrown into the middle 
of the roadway, police said. 

A further investigation into the 
incident was ongoing. 

— Naeisha Rose

Victim named in St. Albans motorcycle incident

Teen assaulted on Flushing street: NYPD
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The board-certified phy-
sicians of Palmadessa and 
Brodsky Gastroenterology are 
committed to helping patients 
take charge of their GI health 
in a state-of-the-art facility in 
Queens. Offering complete en-
doscopy and colonoscopy ex-
aminations, they treat condi-
tions that can impact quality 
of life or endanger long-term 
health such as acid reflux, di-
verticulitis, and ulcerative 
colitis/Crohn’s disease. Resi-
dents of Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing and all surrounding 
neighborhoods don’t have to 
travel far to receive care from 
expert gastroenterologists.

For M. Truschinger of Bay-
side, exceptional treatment 
for Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
(IBS) began with a colonos-
copy. “I have been seeing Dr. 
Brodsky for the last year for 
my Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
and he has been extremely 
helpful.” The practice helped 

her to make important diet 
and lifestyle changes, supple-
mented with occasional medi-
cation. She says, “I am now 

100% better and able to per-
form better in my work as well 
as feel better in my leisure ac-
tivities. Dr. Brodsky is very 
knowledgeable and compas-
sionate.”

Karima Rasoully and oth-
ers appreciate the front desk 
staff who make them feel com-
fortable and help with hav-

ing medications authorized 
by insurance companies. “I 
am so glad I came to Dr. Pal-
madessa,” says Ms. Rasoully.  

“He was very thorough and 
compassionate. Prior to my 
procedure, the staff made me 
feel much more relaxed. I am 
completely satisfied with Dr. 
Palmadessa.” 

Whether patients require 
screening for colon cancer 
or treatment for Hepatitis C, 
these are available from car-

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gastroenterologists Deliver Expert Care 
and Compassion in Queens

ing physicians who also are 
on staff at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital in Manhasset 
and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital in Queens.  

After living with Hepatitis 
C for 10 years, Michael Kolim-
sky of Maspeth finally wanted 
to receive treatment.  “After 
he took a thorough history 
and performed a comprehen-
sive physical examination, he 
ordered specific laboratory 
tests and a sonogram of my 
liver.  He prescribed a single 
pill for 12 weeks, which cured 
my hepatitis c completely!  He 
is truly an expert in liver dis-
eases,” he says. 

Receiving a diagnosis can 
be overwhelming, but it can 
be a relief for a patient to fi-

nally understand the cause of 
their symptoms.  The time im-
mediately following a diagno-
sis is particularly important. 
“Dr Palmadessa spent a lot of 
time explaining everything in 
great detail. He made me feel 
very comfortable,” says Zita 
Heja.

Affiliated with Queens En-
doscopy ASC, a state-of-the-art 
endoscopy center, Palmadessa 
and Brodsky Gastroenterol-
ogy is known for expert medi-
cal care that is delivered with 
compassion. With access to the 
most advanced treatments and 
screenings, patients in Queens 
and the surrounding area don’t 
have to avoid getting help for 
their GI problems any longer.

Colonoscopy Screening: 
No Butts about it

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Join the 
movement to save lives through colorectal cancer screen-
ing. Prevention and early detection are key to reducing the 
number of lives claimed each year by this highly prevent-
able disease. During a colonoscopy, the gastroenterologists 
at Palmadessa & Brodsky can find and remove precancerous 
growths known as polyps. 

Everyone should be screened beginning at age 50, or 40 if 
they are at risk or have a family history of colorectal cancer. 
Call us at (718) 461-0163 to schedule a screening.

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd., #1, Douglaston, NY 11362



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 26–NOV. 1, 201812    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

JJ’s ROOFING 
All Work 100% 
Guaranteed! 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 4 GENERATIONS 

SPECIAL 10%OFF SENIOR 
DISCOUNT

BY BILL PARRY

Queens elected officials 
are joining advocates to urge 
New York state to support the 
bold new goal of powering 
one million households — in-
cluding 100,000 low-income 
homes — with solar by 2023.

The effort is being orga-
nized by the Million Solar 
Strong Group, a movement 
of leading industry, envi-
ronmental, clean energy and 
community organizations. 
The group, which held an 
event several months ago at 
Hunters Point South Park in 
Long Island City, is gaining 
momentum with a number 
of prominent state and local 
leaders endorsing the call for 
more New York solar power.

“New York can be a na-
tional leader in renewable 
energy and solar power is a 
great place to build our green 
energy future,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “I am pleased to join the 
Queens community in push-
ing for a strong plan for the 
future of our state.”

Currently, New York state 

has more than 200,000 house-
holds powered by solar and 
9,000 workers in the solar in-
dustry. Powering one million 
New York homes with solar 
will generate jobs, reduce 
and stabilize utility bills, 
stimulate local investment, 
cut harmful pollution, accel-
erate an equitable transition 
to a clean energy future, and 
counter the Trump adminis-

tration’s attacks, according 
to the Million Solar Strong 
Campaign.

“It is important for New 
York to be at the forefront 
of renewable energy, and 
powering one million homes 
with solar energy is a great 
start,” state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said. “During this last Sen-
ate session I co-sponsored 

a bill that would extend the 
deadline for homeowners to 
apply for the solar electric 
generating system real prop-
erty tax abatement program 
which gives homeowners 
a tax break if they install 
a solar electric generating 
system to their home. I am 
proud to jump on board the 
Million Solar Strong Cam-
paign as this initiative will 

not only improve the quality 
of life for residents, but will 
also bring thousands of jobs 
to our state.”

The coalition is calling on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to in-
stitute and support concrete 
policies to reach the one mil-
lion solar strong goal.

“The United Nation re-
cently released a landmark 
report on climate change 
which painted an extremely 
bleak picture of the im-
mediate effects of climate 
change,” state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
said. “It is important that 
we shift away from fossil fu-
els and embrace clean and 
renewable energy. Solar en-
ergy can be a key ingredient 
to that necessary change. 
Not only will it help save 
the environment, but it will 
also provide lower income 
households with a cheaper 
and more sustainable form 
of energy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris and other elected officials call for a million solar households across New York. 
Courtesy of Gianaris’ office

Queens pols push for increased use of solar power
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It’s how the Brooklyn Navy Yard helped 
us become one of North America’s 
top ten solar producers. Learn more at  
coned.com/solar

IT’S MORE 
THAN A  
ROOFTOP

Agent, New York Life 
Insurance Company

(929) 328-9772
bvanhuele@ft.newyorklife.com

39-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354
Registered Representative 
for NYLIFE Securities LLC 

(member FINRA/SIPC), 
a Licensed Insurance Agency

SMRU 1765602   Exp 02/13/2020

Bryan G. Van Huele
Financial Services Professional
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If you remember
when the waterpark
was outside your door.
You’re ready for 
AgeWell New York.

agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206 
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription 
Drug Plans and Value Added Benefits

$0 or low cost plan premiums

THE WAY TO AGE WELL IN NEW YORK 

BY CASSIDY KLEIN

Mark for Redaction, a group 
exhibition currently on dis-
play in Long Island City at the 
Flux Factory through Nov. 11, 
is showcasing contemporary 
art from self-identified LGBTQ 
people who have ties to south-
west Asia, North Africa and 
the respective diaspora. 

The exhibit is “meant to 
challenge everything that 
people might think about the 
exhibit,” according to show 
curator Hilal Khalil. 

“The public should know 
nothing about [the exhibit], 
they should just come see 
it,” Khalil said. “Let go of 
preconceived notions of iden-
tity… People come with their 
own understandings and 
baggage, and this is really 
a chance for you to unpack 
your own baggage.”

The exhibit, on display at 
place at 39-31 29th St. in Long 
Island City, is free to attend and 
open to the public Thursday 
through Sunday from 1 p.m. to 
6 p.m. or by appointment.

Theater artist Ramy El-
Etreby will perform a live solo 

performance Nov. 10 called, 
“The Ride,” about his own 
coming of age which focuses on 
“growing up Muslim and dis-
covering I’m gay, and falling in 
love with my best friend.”

“Middle Eastern artists 
exist at this intersection of 
queerness,” said El-Etreby, 
who is based in Los Angeles. 
“And they are very diverse 
even within that. I think this 

exhibit is a greater opportuni-
ty to share with the larger arts 
community about that.”

Mark for Redaction was the 
vision of former Flux Factory 
resident Razan Al-Salah, who 
said venue seeks to provide a 
safer space for artists and at-
tendees to discuss identity and 
queerness by displaying works 
of art that challenge personal 
bias.

Artists from Queens and 
from all over the world are rep-
resented at the exhibit, includ-

ing many in the Middle East. 
“If people want to see real, 

personal pieces of art, real sto-
ries, come to my show,” Khalil 
said. “This is as real as it’s 
going to get. There are people 
who can’t even be here in the 
U.S. for this show, a lot of my 
artists are affected by travel 
bans. So my show is directly 
affected.”

Mark for Redaction will 
hold special film screenings 
throughout the duration of 
the exhibit that continue to ex-
plore selfhood and gender. The 
screenings are free and will 
next be held Nov. 3 and 4. 

Salon Al-Mahjar, an open 
mic event for immigrant queer, 
trans-gendered and allied art-
ists, is set for Nov. 11 from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m in conjunction 
with the exhibit. The gallery 
will open early at 12 p.m. for 
viewing.

“I’m giving marginalized 
people in my community a 
space,” Khalil said. “The big 
feedback from the community 
so far has been thank you for 
including me, for putting this 
on. It’s really been a labor of 
love.”

Mark for Redaction will include contemporary art, live performances 
and film screenings.  Courtesy of Hilal Khalil

LIC exhibit features work of LGBTQ artists
People come 

with their own 

misunderstandings 

and baggage, and 

this is really a 

chance for you to 

unpack your own 

baggage.

Hilal Khalil
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Bond 
Collateral 
Assistance 
Fund
Is your construction business bidding/planning 

to bid on a project with a City agency or City-

funded entity?

You may be eligible to receive up to $500,000 in 

collateral funds to help you secure a surety bond.

CALL 311 OR VISIT  nyc.gov/bondfund
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BY BILL PARRY

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz an-
nounced the appointment 
of Jackson Heights resident 
Phil Ballman as the bor-
ough’s new director of Cul-
tural Affairs and Tourism.

Ballman is an interna-
tionally-recognized cul-
tural event producer with 
two decades of comprehen-
sive experience presenting 
world-class programming 
for major institutions and 
independent cultural orga-
nizations and artists.

“Phil is a valuable addi-
tion to our team here at Bor-
ough Hall,” Katz said. “Mr. 
Ballman has extensive ex-
perience as a live event pro-
ducer, arts programmer and 
project manager and under-
stands the many strengths 
of our borough’s cultural 
institutions. He has an im-
pressive dedication to serv-
ing our community and has 
a talent and determination 
to further the growth in in-
terest that ‘The World’s Bor-
ough’ has recently received 

as a culturally-rich tourism 
destination.”

From 2015 to 2018, Ball-
man — who lives in Jackson 
Heights with his wife, visual 
artist Deborah Wasserman 
— was manager of Commu-
nity Engagement and Part-
nerships for the College of 
Performing Arts at The New 
School.

In that position, Ball-
man created ongoing part-
nerships and programming 
with external organizations 
that included the City Parks 
Foundation, Make Music 
New York, the Charlie Park-
er Jazz Festival, the World 
Music Institute, the Lincoln 
Center Atrium, the Union 
Square Partnership and 
The Morgan Library, among 
others.

Ballman was also the 
founder, producer and ar-
tistic director of the Other-
ground Music Festival, a 
free outdoor summer con-
cert series that served the 
diverse Queens neighbor-
hoods of Jackson Heights 
and Elmhurst with first-
class, internationally-

themed music performances 
in the summer of 2010. 

Additionally, Ballman 
was a co-founder and agent 
with the Mondo Mundo tal-
ent agency from 2006 to 2010 
and was director of public-
ity for the Sounds of Brazil 
music venue in Manhattan 
from 2004 to 2006.

He previously was the 
manager and drummer for 
the band “Antibala” from 
1999 to 2003.

“It is a thrill and an hon-
or to have been selected by 
Borough President Katz to 
fill such an important posi-
tion,” Ballman said. “I look 
forward to helping the bor-
ough president implement 
her vision for maximizing 
the impact and reach of our 
borough’s great cultural in-
stitutions and its other fabu-
lous attractions, which have 
made Queens a go-to desti-
nation for so many visitors 
and residents.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Borough President Melinda Katz appoints Jackson Heights resident 
Phil Ballman as Director of Cultural Affairs and Tourism. 

Courtesy Katz’s office

Katz names Jax Hgts. man culture and tourism czar

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.
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Contract 
Financing  
Loan Fund
Is your business working as a prime or subcontractor on a 

project with a City agency or City-funded entity?

Loans at a 3% annual interest rate are available to 

eligible businesses.

Loan repayment terms align with the contract payment schedule. 

Closing fees apply.

CALL 311 OR VISIT  nyc.gov/contractfinancing

WE PUT
THE “GREAT” 
IN THE GREAT
INDOORS.

When it comes to keeping your home comfortable all winter, we deliver 
more than heating oil. With expert technicians ready to respond quickly  
to any emergency, we’ll always be there—even when the weather  
is less than “great.” That’s the Petro promise.

Call us now for these special offers!*

HEATING  
OIL

HEATING  
EQUIPMENT

*$100 heating oil credit available for new automatic delivery customers only. $200 equipment credit for new qualified installations only. All offers are delivered as an account 
credit and subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. Cannot be be combined with any other offer. Offers expire 3/31/19. Nassau Lic. No. H36006309. 
Suffolk Lic. No. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2018 Petro. P_18354
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The thought of Alzheimer’s disease can make people feel fear. Some people 
worry about getting Alzheimer’s in the future, others worry they might already 
have the disease. There are two steps you can take today that can ease the 
worry you may have about your own health or the health of a loved one. 

The first step is becoming educated about the early signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease.  Understanding the early signs may help lead to a quicker diagnosis. 
Much has already been written about Alzheimer’s disease, where the discussion 
tends to focus on early signs of memory loss and confusion. However, there are  
additional early signs that are not as well known. 

1)  Problems with language: repetition of questions or trouble finding the 
right word

2)  Poor judgment: making bad or impulsive decisions   

3)  Changes in mood or personality: having erratic or extreme emotions (such 
anger or fear) to situations, or noticeable changes in behavior or personality. 

4)  Withdrawal from social situations: losing interest or refusing to participate 
in social situations 

Please note: Early signs may vary with each person and do not appear all at 
the same time.  

The second step is making an appointment as soon as you can to talk to your 
doctor about your concerns. Your concerns may turn out to be a treatable 
condition not related to Alzheimer’s. But if there is cause for concern, getting an 
early diagnosis of Alzheimer’s can open doors to treatment options for symptoms 
and help prepare you for the road ahead. 

If you’re caring for someone who has, or who you believe has Alzheimer’s 
disease, please don’t hesitate to get help. You can start by contacting Sunnyside 
Community Services’ free Care NYC program at 1-877-577-9337.

Understanding the 
Early Signs of  
Alzheimer’s Disease

BY NAEISHA ROSE

EW Howell Construction Group in 
Manhattan was selected last week to 
be the general contractor for the new 
Far Rockaway Library, which is set to 
begin a $33 million renovation project 
estimated to be completed in three 
years.

“We are delighted to have been se-
lected by the New York City Depart-
ment of Design and Construction to 
build the new Far Rockaway Branch 
Library,” said John K. Hagen, the vice 
president of the education division at 
EW Howell. 

The library will be double in size 
and have a new state-of-the-art build-
ing located at 1637 Central Ave., accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for the Queens 
Library system. The facility closed 
down Sept. 28 to prep for construction 
and will have service at a temporary 
location at 1003 Beach 20th St. in Far 
Rockaway beginning Oct. 30 at 1 p.m. 

There was a temporary mobile li-
brary open Oct. 15 and Oct. 22 in front 
of the Far Rockaway Teen Center — lo-
cated at 2002 Cornaga Ave. — accord-
ing to the spokeswoman. 

The original library — erected n 
1968 — was a single-story brick build-
ing that was 9,000 square feet, accord-
ing to Ewa Kern-Jedrychowska, anoth-
er spokeswoman for the library. The 
new structure will feature a glass cur-
tain wall, a pyramidal entrance, a cen-
tral atrium and a blue roof designed to 
detain water. 

The renowned Norwegian archi-
tectural firm in Oslo called Snøhetta, 
designed the new library, according to 
Kern-Jedrychowska. Once completed, 
the green LEED-certified building will 
be 18,000 square feet and two stories 
tall. There will be an ADA-compliant 

entrance, restrooms, a meeting room, 
and a quiet room. 

The facility will also feature self 
check-in/out equipment, an elevator, 
additional computer stations for chil-
dren, and teen and adult spaces, ac-
cording to Kern-Jedrychowska.

The library, which was used to pro-
vide disaster relief, has an elevation 
exceeding the new FEMA flood zone 
guidelines, according to EW Howell. 
The library is less than one mile from 
the Rockaway Beach Boardwalk and 
the construction firm hopes it that 
with the facility’s new size it will be a 
provider of even more services for the 
local neighborhood. 

EW Howell is one of New York’s lead-
ing education, retail, cultural, govern-
ment and healthcare builders, accord-
ing to the construction company. 

“The new Far Rockaway Branch 
Library, with its one-of-a-kind design, 
will be a prized part of the community,” 
said Hagen, “The project’s construc-
tion, with all of its intricate details, is 
unique, though becoming somewhat 
of a trend as we see cities looking to 
transform public spaces like libraries 
and parks into the focal point of their 
communities.”

A contractor has been selected to build Far Rockaway’s new, supermodern public library. 
Courtesy of Queens Library

Contractor tapped to build
Far Rockaway Library

The new Far Rockawy 

Branch Library, with its 

one-of-a-kind design, 

will be a prized part of 

the community.

John K. HagenANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_10-26-18

Sale
Dates

Oct
Fri.

26
Sat.

27
Oct

Sun.

28
Oct

Mon.

29
Oct

Tues

30
Oct

Wed

31
Oct

Thurs.

1
Nov

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

Breakfast  Savings!

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2. With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers.With Club Cardd LLiLiLiLimmimit 3

2/$5
With CluClubbb Cb Cb Cab Card Limit 3 O

$599

10.3-11.3 Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Decaf, Flavors & 
Single Serve)

11-12 Oz Bag
Assorted

SingSingSingSingSingggle Se Se SSServeerve))

Folgers
Ground
Coffee

Dunkin’ Donuts
Gourmet
Coffee

Chobani
Flips or
Greek
Yogurt

Chh b i
5.3 Oz Cont ... Assorted

10/$10

2/$4
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Eggo
�af�es
EE

8.4-16.4 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Pancakes, French Toast or 
Thick & Fluffy or Regular
(Excludes: Nutri-Grain & Gluten Free) 

5/$10$599

Hot Pockets
Sandwiches

9 Oz Box
Assorted Lean or

18.7-31.5 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Primo & Pizza Plus)((

DiGiorno
12 Inch
Pizza

10/$10

59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Ades or Punch

Tropicana
Twister

11.5-16 Oz Box
Assorted

Entenmann’s
Loaf
Cakes

$199

4/$5

12 Fl Oz Can
Regular, Low Fat or Fat FreeegReggular, ow FaFat or Fat Fr

Carnation
Evaporated
Milk

Wonder
Classic
White
Bread

WW dddd
20 Oz Bag ... Round Top

2/$4

$399

Libby’s
Vienna
Sausage

4.6 Oz Can ... Regular,
Chicken or BBQ Chicken

10/$6

12 Oz Can
Regular, Hot Chili or Oniong ,,

Libby’s
Corned
Beef

5/$5

Ronzoni
Pasta
R ii

12-16 Oz Box ... Thin Spaghetti, 
Spaghetti, Elbows, Ziti Rigati, Ziti, 
Penne Rigate, Rotini, Rigatoni,
Large Elbows, Penne or Medium Shells 
(Excludes: Gluten Free, Smart Taste,
Healthy Harvest & Garden Delight)

s
Prego
Pasta
Sauce

PPPPP
14.5-24 Oz Jar ... Assorted
(Excludes: 22 Oz Homestyle)

3/$55555555
With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

E
W
EE

8
P
T
((

Quaker
Hominy
Grits

QQQQQQQ kkkk
24 Oz Cont
Quick or Old Fashioned

3/$444444444
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. 

$599

96 Fl Oz Cont 
Corn, Canola or Vegetable Plus,

Mazola
Oil

1
R

LL
C
B

Pompeian
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

PP ii
68 Fl Oz Btl

$9999999
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

4/$5
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 4.

Progresso
Traditional
Soup

18-19 Oz Can
Assorted

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack24 PPaack

3/$10
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.P

Angel Soft
Bath
Tissue

AAAnAngegelll SSSSofftftft

12 Double Roll Pack: 
Regular or Lavender or
6 Mega Roll Pack

$499444
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

$1299
With Club Card & Add'l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

Bounty
Paper 
Towels

B t
12 Large Roll Pack
White: Regular or Select A Size

$799

20 Roll Pack
Prepricedpp

Marcal
Bath
Tissue

$1099
With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

92-100 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

Sparkle
Paper
Towels

SSS kkkll

6 Giant Roll Pack
Hint of  Color, Print or
White Pick A Size 

$499444
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

$199

4 Lb Bag
GranulatedGGranulnu atea d

Urban Meadow
Sugar

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

7 Oz Box
Original or White Cheddargggg

Cheez-It
Crackers

2/$4
5
A

T
T

Ajax
Laundry
Detergent

AjAjAj

16-20 Count Pkg ... Fresh Linen 
or Oxy Overload Toss-Ins or
50-60 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

2/$4

2/$6

48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural) ( ))))))

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream

1
RRR

CC
E
M

W

Libby’s
Vegetables
LLibb ’

14.5-15 Oz Can
Assorted
(Excludes: Organic)

5/$4

4
GGG

U
S

Key Food
All Purpose
Flour

K F
5 Lb Bag

$199

Hellmann’s
Mayonnaise
HH lll ’’
20 Fl Oz Squeeze Btl
Regular, Light or Olive Oil

$299
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.
With Club Caardrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrddddddddrd

2/$5

� 19 Oz Regular Frosted Flakes
� 18 Oz Regular Corn Flakes
� 17 Oz Regular Froot Loops
� 17 Oz Apple Jacks
� 17.2 Oz Corn Pops11 1 1 17.27.27.27.277  OzOz Oz OzOz Co Corn rn PopPopPopPopPopppppppss

Kellogg’s
Cereal

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

$299

� 16.5 Oz Original Cocoa Puffs
� 12 Oz MultiGrain Cheerios
� 18 Oz Original Cheerios
� 14.9 Oz Lucky Charms
� 14.8 Oz Trix 1 1 1114.84.84444  Oz Oz Tr Trixx

General Mills
Cereal

$299

� 18 Oz With Almonds, Honey Roasted  
   or Cinnamon Bunches 
   Honey Bunches of  Oats
� 15 Oz Fruity or Cocoa Pebbles
� 20 Oz Raisin Bran

Post
Cereal

2/$5
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

9.8-15.1 Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
(Excludes: Protein, Organic,  
High Fiber, Steel Cut and 
Warm & Crunchy)WarmWarmWarWaWa  & C& CCCruncruncr hy)hy

Quaker
Instant
Oatmeal

$299

52-59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted 
Trop50 Juice or
Pure Premium: Grapefruit orrPurPurPu e Premmmm umiui : Grappeefefe

Tropicana
Orange
Juice

Key Food
Apple
Juice

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

2/$3

Urban Meadow
Organic
Milk

UUUU bbbb MMMMMMMM dddd

64 Fl Oz Cont
Whole or 2% Omega-3 or
1%, 2%, Whole or Fat Free

$349

YOUR
CHOICE!

MIX &
MATCH!

$799lb. Sliced To Order

$499lb. Sliced To Order

$499lb. Sliced To Order

$399

Boar’s Head
Deluxe
Ham

Ammerlander 
German or

Key Food
Swiss
Cheese

Magni�co
Salami Pumpkin

Pie

No MSG Added
Branded

Genoa or Hard

PP ki
22 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Regular or No Sugar AddedA

G

K
S
C

Sabra
Hummus

2/$5

SSSSS bbbbb
10 Oz Cont
Assorted

Domestic

YOUR 
CHOICE!

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More
FamFamilily 
3 Lbs o

y
$199lb.

USDA Choice Beef
First Cut ... Bone-In

Chuck
Steaks

$299lb.

BonelessBonBono elesss

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More
FamiFam
3 Lbs

$299lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

Shell
Steaks

$599
lb. Family Pack

2.25-4.4 Oz Pkg
Assorted

5/$5

AssoAssAsAs rted

Oscar Mayer
Basic
Lunchables

Farm Raised

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon 
Fillet

$999$$$$$$$$
lb.

Farm Raised
Wild CaughtlWilWilWild Cd Cauaugaugggggggggghht

Flounder
Fillet

$799$$$$$$$$
lb.

4
H

P
W
22

Kool-Aid
Jammers
10 Pack

KKKK llll AAAAid
60 Fl Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$44444
With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

14.5-15 Oz Can ... Assorted 
Overstuffed, Big, Jumbo or Regular 
(Excludes: Whole Grains))((

Chef Boyardee
Pasta

10/$10

W

7
O

CC
C

rr Sclafani
Peeled
Tomatoes

S l ff i

28 Oz Can
Crushed, Whole or Puree

4/$5

16 Oz Pkg
Regular, Thick or Low Salt

$399

guReguRegRegReggg lalar,ar,ar,ar,r,,,,, Thi Th T T T T ck ock ok ooor r 

Key Food
Bacon

U
F

C
S

Perdue
Chicken
Quartered
Legs

P d
Grade A Fresh

79¢¢¢
lb. Value Pack

2 Lb Bag ... 31-40 Count Per Lb
Easy-PeelEasEasy Py eeeeell

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

$1299

10 Oz Cont10 10100 Oz Cononononttt

AquaStar
Shrimp
Ring

$599

$699
lb. Sliced To Order

Kretschmar
Turkey
Breast

Low Sodium

99¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢
lb.

Pork
Shoulder

Fresh ... Whole
Bone-In ... Pernil

b.

1
A

D
G
C

WW
L

Folgers
Gourmet Selections
K-Cup 
Coffee

F lFF lF lF lF l
12 Count Box ... Assorted

$4994444
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers.

Café Bustelo
Coffee
CC fé B l
10 Oz Brick Pack

2/$5555
With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

1
(((

DD
1
P

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream
Bars

HäHäHä DDDDD

9 Fl Oz Box ... 3 Pack
Assorted
Non-Dairy or Regular

2/$7

Happy
Halloween!

Happy
Halloween!

P
P
P
2
R

Pecorino
Romano
PP ii

Store Cut
Imported From Italy
Made From 100% Sheep’s Milk

$699$$$$$$$$$666666lb.
99999

Sold By The Piece

Family Size
Pies

$699

FF iill SSSSSiii
42 Oz Pkg ... 10”
Pumpkin or Apple

YOUR 
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

Famous Amos
Cookies
FF AAAAAA

12.4 Oz Box
Chocolate Chip or 
Chocolate Chip & Pecan

2/$444444
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Tastee
Candied
Apples

88¢

Single Pack
Assorted

Naked
Juice
Smoothies

$288

N k d

15.2 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Protein, Acai,
Pomegranate, Chia & 
Kale Blends)

48¢
lb.

New Crop ... 2 ¼” Minimum
Fancy: Gala, McIntosh, Ginger Gold,
Red Delicious, Empire or Cortlandpppp

New York State
Tote Bag
Apples

gg
Sold In 5 Lb
Tote Bags

T
C
AA

AAd

Seeded Red Globe or
Red, Green or Black

Welch’s
Seedless
Grapes

lb.lb.bbbbl

$148

3 Lb Bag

Tropicana
Easy Peel

Mandarins

$388

YOUR
CHOICE!

64 Fl Oz Cont

Minard Farms 
Apple Cider or

$288

ppp
64 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Zeigler’s
Cider

YOUR
CHOICE!

Large

Beefsteak
Tomatoes

lb.lb.bbbb

$148

4 Count Bag

Hass
Avocados

$288

TTTTTTr
E

Ma

Sweet
Potatoes

3 Lb Bag
North Carolina

$188

Yellow
Onions

88¢

2 Lb Bag
US #1

88¢
lb.

Andy Boy
Broccoli
Rabe

$188$$$$$$
lb.

Broccoli
Crowns

$288

16 Oz Pkg ... Value Size
Whole or Sliced

Giorgio
White
Mushrooms

Earthbound Farm
Organic
Chopped
Salad
Kits

$298

E thbb d F

10.91-11.49 Oz Pkg
Assorted

PPPPPPP Dole
Salads

8 Oz Bag ... Spinach or
15 Oz Bag ... Value Size

Classic Romaine or Greener Selection

YOUR
CHOICE! $188

Fresh Gourmet
Croutons

98¢

5 Oz Pkg
Assorted
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

CHRIST THE KING  
HIGH SCHOOL

68-02 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village, New York 11379  718.366.7400

Christ the King H.S. Hosts Open House
 Christ the King High School held its Annual Open House this past 
weekend. Prospective students and their families visited the facilities 
and viewed firsthand the experiences that Christ the King has to offer.  
Teachers as well as current and former students were on hand to offer 
tours and answer questions.
 “Christ the King High School’s Open House provided prospective 
students and their families an opportunity to tour our school and view 
personally the first class programs and facilities our school has to 
offer,” said Principal Geri Martinez. “The tremendous turnout of visitors 
is a testament of the hard work and efforts put in by the faculty and 
administration to make Christ the King a pillar of academic excellence.”

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. 
Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The 
Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current 
enrollment is approximately 800 students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/.  Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

State Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Richmond Hill) introduced a new 
bill Monday to ban single-use plastic 
straws in state and municipal-run food 
establishments except in cases of medi-
cal necessity.

Weprin’s legislation (A11381) 
amends the state environmental con-
servation law and public health law in 
relation to prohibitions on single-use 
plastic, and would result in a notable 
reduction of plastic waste in the envi-
ronment. 

“Banning plastic straws in govern-
ment-run facilities, except in the few 
cases of medical necessity, is a simple 
yet effective means to reduce the harm-
ful accumulation of plastic pollution in 
our environment,” said Weprin. “This 
bill will enable New York state to join 
a growing list of cities, municipalities, 
and countries that have taken steps to 
reduce the use of single use plastics.”

According to Weprin, plastic pollu-
tion is a significant threat to marine 
habitats, ocean life and natural water 
systems. Non-biodegradable and non-
recyclable plastics, like single-use 
straws, dissipate into smaller pieces 
over time and remain in water sources 
long after being discarded. 

The carcinogenic microplastics 
are then ingested by wildlife, some of 
which are part of human food samples, 
according to Weprin. 

Microplastics have also been found 
in drinking water supplies across the 
world, including New York.

Additionally, more than 175 million 
single-use plastic straws are discarded 
in the United States each day, with bil-
lions of straws sent to landfills or in-
cineration facilities annually, forming 
an additional source of land and air 
pollution, Weprin said. 

“New York state must be a leader in 
protecting our environment, food sup-
plies, and water supplies for the use of 
future generations,” said Weprin. 

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

State Assemblyman David Weprin’s legislation 
will enable New York state to join a growing 
list of cities, municipalities, and countries that 
have taken steps to reduce the use of single 
use plastics.  Courtesy of Weprin’s office

Weprin introduces bill 
to ban plastic straws 
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• SECURE increased funding for local 
schools so our children get the quality 
education they deserve

• PASS gun law reforms to keep our kids 
and community safe

• FIGHT for property tax reform and 
maintain responsible state spending

• REJECT Mayor de Blasio’s plan to 
eliminate the Specialized High School 
Admissions Test (SHSAT)

 EdBraunstein   @EdBraunstein

As your Assemblyman, 
I’m fi ghting every day for 
the hardworking families 

of Northeast Queens.  

Tuesday, November 6th

VOTE BRAUNSTEIN
FOR ASSEMBLY

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 2.00% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective August 31, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing 
Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject 
to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised 
rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Market

2.00%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

9-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.40%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2
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1: Hundreds turned out to support the cause at the 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk at Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park. 2: Cheerleaders from St. John’s 

University encourage the participants. 3: Alex Avila (r.) 

from Queens North Community Affairs poses with an offi-

cer from the 112th Precinct. 4: Dogs were invited to par-

ticipate in the walk, too. 5: Patrol Borough Queens North 

was a proud sponsor of the event. Photos by Bruce Adler

Walking for a cause
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

I oppose the Nov. 6 ballot propo-
sition to provide term limits for 
Community Board members. Why? 
Because term limits already exist.

All Community Board mem-
bers must be reappointed every 
two years by their respective Bor-
ough President after recommen-
dation from their local council 
member. This two-step process is 
fair and equitable for anyone who 
applies, and Community Board 
re-appointments are based on past 
service and attendance, otherwise 
members are not re-appointed.

Community Board members 
are dedicated, passionate, hard-
working volunteers who do not see 
their roles as honorariums. Many 
Community Boards today do not 
have the full 50-member body al-
lowed by the charter.

Even with these current va-
cancies and opportunities for new 
members, many do not apply, as 
this dedicated volunteer role is 
not for everyone. Term limits will 
further dampen encouragement 

for new membership. 
Term limits would lead to a huge 

loss of institutional knowledge. 
Many Community Board members 
are valued experts as attorneys, 
architects, engineers, police and 
fire officials. These esteemed indi-
viduals are extremely difficult to 
replace. Civic organizations rely 
on their local Community Boards 
for this expertise and institutional 
knowledge to protect the best inter-
ests of their neighborhoods. 

It takes many years for Commu-
nity Board volunteers to learn and 
correctly apply government pro-
cedures, applicable law and public 
policy.

As the Vice Chairman of Com-
munity Board 7, I see many new 
Community Board members ex-
press themselves incorrectly or 
abstain from voting because they 
admittedly do not understand the 
subject matter. Developers would 
love to appear before inexperienced 
Community Boards who would 
lack the expertise and articulation 

to oppose them thus creating a de-
veloper’s dream.

Most people do not realize that 
term limits do not exist for our U.S. 
Senators, U.S. Congress members, 
the New York state governor, state 
comptroller, state attorney gener-
al, state Senators, state Assembly 
members, and district attorneys.

Yet the mayor wants term limits 
for the passionate volunteers of our 
local communities?

This is why many elected of-
ficials, including four borough 
presidents, several City Council 
members, state Senators and state 
Assembly members oppose the 
Community Board Member Term 
Limits proposal. They understand 
and value the input of their local 
Community Boards who willingly 
volunteer their time for the better-
ment of their communities. Please 
vote no for Charter Proposal 2 and 
3 on the back of the Nov. 6 ballot 

Chuck Apelian
Flushing

While the separation of immigrant families 
is not new to the news cycle, Queens remains the 
site of several protests to keep children together 
with their families.

The latest protest was held in Bayside, where 
dozens gathered last weekend to call for the re-
lease of 13,000 detained Central American refu-
gee children by the U.S. government.

The protest was led by the group Queens Unit-
ed for Immigrant Rights, which was joined by 
elected officials, advocates and religious leaders 
Oct. 20 on the front lawn of the Bayside United 
Methodist Church to advocate for children to re-
ceive legal representation so that they made be 
reunited with their families.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing), state Sen-
ate candidate John Liu were in attendance to of-
fer their support. But they are not alone — sev-
eral elected officials have spoken at length on 
the issue.

Queens residents turned out by the hundreds 
in June to march against the White House pol-
icy of separating undocumented children from 
their families and detaining them in specialized 
facilities.

Joining the rally led by City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) were repre-
sentatives from SEIU 32BJ, Make the Road NY, 
Emerald Isle Immigration Center, Woodside on 
the Move, Jacob Riis Settlement House, a num-
ber of Girl Scouts from the area and state Assem-
blyman Brian Barnwell (D-Maspeth).

The Trump administration, like administra-
tions before it, can exercise discretion when 
it applies to immigration law. So long as the 
Trump administration subscribes to a policy of 
“mass deportation,” children will continue to be 
“the enemy.”

While we alone in Queens cannot win the bat-
tle, we must keep fighting to keep these families 
together.

It seems the call for challenging the Trump 
administration’s policy have quieted in recent 
weeks.

It can be easy for people to forget about issues 
that doesn’t directly affect them. 

But here in Queens — home of nearly 1.1 mil-
lion immigrants, according to an April report 
from the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs 
— we are still fighting for immigrants and their 
families. To do anything less is a disservice.

The fight must go on.
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1-917-246-2888.



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 26–NOV. 1, 201826    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

The U.S. Census — a count 
of all persons residing within 
the United States — became a 
political firestorm when the 
Trump administration de-
manded the addition of a ques-
tion on the legal status of the 
respondent. 

In Queens, community 
groups that work with immi-
grants have a daunting task. 
The census numbers are used 
to make decisions of federal 
funding and determine repre-
sentation in Congress.

However, immigrants — 
undocumented and otherwise 
— are concerned about provid-
ing information on the census, 
for fear that it could expose 
their families or jeopardize 
their chances at citizenship. 
On Oct. 12 and Oct. 13 in Jack-

son Heights, the community 
group Desis Rising Up & Mov-
ing (DRUM) organized “Stay 
Safe and Being Counted” at 
Diversity Plaza, to allay com-
munity concerns, describe the 
importance of the census and 
gather public comment on the 
proposed changes.

A lot of people don’t know 
about how the important 
the census is and how it af-
fects their day to day life, 
noted Roksana Mun, director 
of Strategy & Trainings at 
DRUM and organizer of the 
event. There are opportunities 
for the public to provide feed-
back on the census changes, 
the next of which should hap-
pen within a month or two.  

“They [the community] 
thought it was a done deal,” 
Mun noted.  

The public education work-
shop, which gathered respons-
es from the community to be 
submitted during the feedback 
period, was endorsed by 10 oth-
er community groups across 
Queens, including Make the 
Road New York, Chhaya Com-

munity Development Corpora-
tion and Jews for Racial and 
Economic Justice. City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm and 
state Senate candidate Jessica 
Ramos and state Assembly 
candidate Catalina Cruz were 
present as well.

In addition to concerns over 
census data collection, Queens 
communities are feeling the 
chilling effect of the “public 
charge” rule, a standard un-
der which a green card can be 
denied if the applicant will be 
“primarily dependent on the 
government for subsistence.”

Though the idea of public 
charge is not a new one, on 
Sept. 22, the Trump adminis-
tration proposed changes to 
the rule to also include pub-
lic benefits, including SNAP, 
Medicaid and public housing. 
This is a reversal of a 1999 
federal policy to exclude these 
programs and serve eligible 
families and their U.S. citizen 
children.  

The administration may go 
as far as including the Child-
hood Health Insurance Plan 

(CHIP). Use of any of these 
services over the previous 36 
months would be a “heavily 
weighted negative factor” and 
would lead to the rejection of 
an application.

Of course, the precise defi-
nition of that standard and 
which immigrants it would 
apply to (there are exceptions) 
is unclear. Refugees are tech-
nically excluded, as are a few 
other applicants for certain 
types of visas. In all, it is com-
plex and seemingly arbitrary 
to the layperson. The ambigu-
ity about the rule already has 
a chilling effect on families in 
the borough.

“There are already people 
not seeking healthcare because 
they want to become citizens,” 
Mun noted. “They want to make 
our communities unlivable” 
and noted that the goal of the 
“enforcement heavy” Trump 
administration was to de-pop-
ulate the community. “They 
want to remove services and 
create an incentive for people 
to leave,” she continued.  Immi-
grant communities in North-

ern Queens have already been 
rocked by the cancellation of 
Temporary Protective Status, 
wherein the government can-
celled the legal status of thou-
sands of long-term residents 
and informed them to prepare 
for deportation.

The proposed public charge 
rule will hurt children as 
well. Even if they are be citi-
zens, unless their parents are 
financially secure, they will 
likely go hungry or not receive 
necessary healthcare.  Par-
ticularly, if CHIP is included, 
it would be a needlessly cruel 
punishment for parents and 
children alike.  

“People need to understand 
that regardless of how you feel 
about people receiving ben-
efits, this is unconstitutional,” 
Mun said, “everyone must be 
counted.”  “Everyone benefits 
from these [federally funded] 
services and you are only hurt-
ing yourself,” she concluded.

The public commentary on 
the census question is intend-
ed to be reopened sometime 
next month.

COLUMNS

As the months pass, the 
homeless situation contin-
ues to bother many different 
people in Queens, for many 
different reasons.

Several of the homeless 
are men who have emotional 
or mental problems and who 
have been treated for PTSD 
and prescribed medication, 
but don’t want to take it. Some 
just want to get a job and re-
start their lives.

You can see the disturbed 

people walking around talk-
ing to themselves or panhan-
dling and getting angry and 
violent when people don’t 
give them money. Some take 
off their clothes and throw it 
all over. Some defecate in the 
streets. Some drink. All this is 
what makes residents oppose 
homeless shelters in hotels 
and motels near their homes.

There are also homeless 
families who have financial 
problems. They are often hard-
working people who are beaten 
down by economic problems. 

There are more than 22,000 
children in homeless shelters 
every night. Sometimes they 
are placed in shelters more 
than an hour way from the 
school they are registered in. 
It costs the city $192 a day to 

house a homeless family. 
State Assemblyman An-

drew Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) 
has proposed a plan for the 
state to provide rental subsi-
dies to families living in apart-
ments or houses which are be-
ing priced out of the market. 
Hevesi argues that the money 
is being spent anyway, so why 
not keep people in their apart-
ments or houses and avoid un-
necessary trauma.

The city says it wants to 
provide housing but it is work-
ing slowly. Last year, the city 
financed 2,500 homes for the 
homeless and plans to build 
or preserve 300,000 affordable 
apartments by 2026.

Each night, there are 
60,000 people in city shel-
ters or hotels it rents at high 

prices. Yet daily, about 1,600 
prisoners are paroled from 
upstate prisoners, where they 
are kept because they provide 
jobs for the upstate communi-
ties, and enter the New York 
City shelter system.

Along Queens Boulevard, 
homeless people have been 
placed in one motel after an-
other. The Pan Am Hotel’s con-
tract has been extended for six 
years. Residents around this 
hotel complain of the increase 
of robberies near it. 

And to keep the crime rate 
statistics down, fights and 
violence involving the home-
less are listed as “critical in-
cidents” rather than assault 
felonies. There are so many 
drug overdoses in shelters 
that the city keeps naloxone 

available.
Some cities are using va-

cant big box stores as homeless 
shelters. One vacant factory in 
Glendale is being considered 
as a shelter for men, but it is 
near private homes and that is 
concerning residents.

A big part of the home-
less crisis involves emotion-
ally disturbed people who 
don’t take their medication. 
To solve the problem, police 
have set up Crisis Interven-
tion Teams to deal with the 
calls in relation to emotion-
ally disturbed people. The po-
lice have been trained to ap-
proach quietly and keep the 
energy down.

Looks good on paper! Hope 
they become more efficient in 
finding a solution.

Homeless issues continue to plague borough citizens

Queens residents oppose public charge, census question

New Voices

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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CDSAVE with a GREAT RATE
24–MONTH CD

2.75%
APY1

14–MONTH CD

2.50%
APY1

$500 minimum to open and earn interest

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history.

Born John William Cum-
mings on Oct. 8, 1948, and 
raised in Forest Hills, Johnny 
Ramone is best remembered 
as the guitarist of the trail-
blazing punk rock band, The 
Ramones.

News outlets including 
Time and Rolling Stone ranked 
the iconoclastic musician and 
songwriter as one of the great-
est guitarists of all time. 

As an only child growing 
up in Queens, the future John-
ny Ramone was surrounded 

by rock music of the 1960s. In 
his teenage years, the guitar-
ist played in a band called the 
Tangerine Puppets alongside 
future Ramones drummer 
Tamás Erdélyi, better known 
as Tommy Ramone. 

Johnny met future band-
mate Douglas Colvin, later to 
become Dee Dee Ramone, in 
the early 1970s while deliver-
ing dry cleaning. They were 
later joined by Jeffrey Hyman, 
who became Joey Ramone, to 
found the punk rock band in 
1974. The rockers from Queens 
were inspired to take the stage 
name Ramone by Paul McCa-
rtney’s early pseudonym Paul 
Ramon.

From early on in his musi-

cal career, Johnny Ramone 
was known to favor the Mos-
rite brand of guitar, “because 
it was the cheapest guitar 
in the store. Now I’ve gotten 
used to it and I like it. I also 
didn’t wanna get a guitar that 
everybody else was using — I 
wanted something that could 
be identified with me.” 

The punk rock guitarist 
from Forest Hills also became 
known for his unique use of 
downstrokes, or moving the 
guitar pick in a downward mo-
tion, combined with full, six 
string barre chords, where he 
held down all six strings on a 
single fret on the neck of the 
guitar.

The pioneering guitarist 
related in the documentary, 
“Ramones: The True Story,” 
that his playing style was pri-
marily inspired by Jimmy 
Page’s guitar riff in the Led 
Zeppelin song Communication 
Breakdown, which Ramone 
practiced for hours at a time.

A recording engineer for 

the punk group from Queens 
once said of his style “Johnny 
makes it sound simple, but I 
can’t do it, and I bet Eddie Van 
Halen can’t. Not for an hour.” 
The result was an innovative, 
aggressive sound that heav-
ily influenced rock guitar-
ists in metal bands including 
Iron Maiden, Metallica and 
Megadeth as well as Anthrax 
rhythm guitarist and fellow 
Queens native Scott Ian. 

During his career, the tal-
ented musician also appeared 
in nearly a dozen films, includ-
ing the 1979 musical comedy, 
“Rock ‘n’ Roll High School,” 
alongside other members of 
the Ramones. The punk rock 
stars even guest starred as 
themselves in a 1993 episode of 
“The Simpsons.”

In his private life, Johnny 
married his wife, Lind — a 
resident of Rosedale — in 1994. 
She originally dated Joey Ra-
mone, and the love triangle be-
came the source of friction be-
tween the two band members.

In his autobiography, 
“Commando,” Johnny noted 
that he was a devout Roman 
Catholic, although he did not 
attend masses because he was 
physically abused by nuns as a 
young boy.

The Forest Hills High 
graduate was a lifelong Repub-
lican who stated “God bless 
President Bush, and God bless 
America” in his Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame induction speech 
shortly after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks. He also recalled 
one of the proudest moments of 
his career as holding a benefit 
at the East Village music club 
CBGB for the New York Police 
Department to purchase bul-
letproof vests. 

The legendary punk rocker 
died of cancer at age 55 at his 
Los Angeles home in Septem-
ber 2004. A monument was 
erected to his life and legacy in 
the Hollywood Forever Ceme-
tery, and an annual tribute is 
held at the site with many ce-
lebrities in attendance. 

COLUMNS

Famed Ramones guitarist has strong Queens roots
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LOOKING FOR MARYANN NIKOLAOU
We are seeking Maryann Nikolau (nee Dominick) 

formerly residing in the Pelham Bay Section 
of the Bronx and wife of Ioanis Nikolaou for an 

urgent business matter.  Mr. Nikolaou is currently 
residing in the Pelham Bay section of the Bronx 

with their children and grandchildren.  If you 
have any information about the whereabouts of 

Maryann, please call Mr. Nikolau at 
347-858-7394.  

Any information will be helpful and appreciated.

Registration is daily between 9 am and 1 pm.  
Stop by during these times to learn more about LESP.

145 Stanton Street, 4th

If You Are Unhappy With Your Current High School Take A Look At Us!

We Take You From Where You Are To Where You Want To Be

BY BILL PARRY

The jewel of Astoria is about to be 
polished.

Astoria Park, the 105-year old, 56-acre 
oasis along the East River, is on the verge 
of a $30 million investment from the city.

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen joined 
elected officials, community leaders and 
city parks officials to break ground on 
the first phase of the project, which will 
include a synthetic turf soccer field and 
track, site amenities and much needed 
erosion control. Work is expected to be 
completed in Spring 2020.

A second phase which includes the 
reconstruction of Charybdis Playground 
with a spray shower and comfort stations 
is slated for completion in Summer 2020.

“After years of hard work, communi-
ty input, and collaboration, I’m thrilled 
we are able to break ground on Phase 
One of the new Astoria Park,” City Coun-
cilman Costa Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “This soccer field and track is over 
eight years in the making, and reflects a 
broader investment in making this park 
not only more accessible, but sustainable 
to meet the demands of the 21st Century. 
I am thankful Astoria Park was selected 
as just one of five anchor parks, giving 
it the proper attention this green space 
deserves.”

Launched by Mayor Bill de Blasio in 
August, 2016, the anchor parks initiative 

committed a total of $150 million to make 
major improvements at a large park in 
each of the five boroughs.

Each was selected based on histori-
cal underinvestment, high surrounding 
population and potential for park devel-
opment. More than 750,000 New Yorkers 
live within walking distance of the five 
parks that were selected, according to 
City Hall.

“These parks are neighborhood an-
chors — green spaces that serve as focal 
points for communities, Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell Silver said. “When we 
announced the Anchor Parks initiative, 
we got overwhelming reaction from com-
munity members who gave us their input 
on how to use $30 million to make these 
old parks new again.”

The other anchor parks include High-
bridge Park in Manhattan, St. Mary’s 
Park in the Bronx, Betsy Head Park in 
Brooklyn and Freshkills Park in Staten 
Island. Construction is expected to get 
underway in Astoria Park in the next 
few months, according to Silver.

“The start of construction on major 
improvements to Astoria park is a mile-
stone for park equity not only in Queens, 
but for all of New York City,” Glen said. 
“With an Anchor Park in each borough, 
these investments fund renovations and 
new resources in long-overlooked parks 
serving a total of more than 750,000 New 
Yorkers.”

Astoria Park breaks ground on $30M renovation project

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen (c.) joins elected officials, community leaders and Parks 
Department officials to break ground on a $30 million project to improve Astoria Park. 

Courtesy of NYC Parks/Daniel Avila
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New York's Premier
Personal Injury Firms
Consistently rated as one of the top personal injury law firms in New York

Millions Recoverd • Pay Us Nothing Until You Win

• Our clients all receive luxury car 
service to and from our luxurious 
offices.

• Each case is given undivided atten-
tion by the partners of the firm.

• Our partners are on the board of 
directors of the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association as well as 
members of the Million Dollar Ad-
vocates Forum and Multi-Million 
Dollar Advocates Forum.

• Our support staff members are ex-
perienced and well-trained in their 
respective areas. They ensure that 
each client is never left with a ques-
tion unanswered.

• We hire the best in the field and 
work with top experts, specialists 
and investigators.

Call Today

(212) 742-0476

parischaikin.com

225 W. 34th Street, Suite 2202

(14 Penn Plaza) New York, NY 10122
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BECAUSE KNOWLEDGE
WE SUPPORT BREAST CANCER A

1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

$9,500BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40761
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$4,995BUY 

FOR:

108k miles, Stk#31719
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
$6,500BUY 

FOR:

84k miles, Stk#M43431
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$13,995BUY 

FOR:

17k miles, Stk#M41829
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 VW PASSAT
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#31659
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY EQUINOX
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$17,688BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#M42736
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$17,995BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,888$18,588 $19,995BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M3996142k miles, Stk#35843 2k miles, Stk#29271
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 BMW 528i xDrive'15 MERCEDES C300 '16 HONDA CRV
$20,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#35132
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 TOYOTA CAMRY LE, 137K MI, STK#33696
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E SAVES LIVES, 
AWARENESS MONTH

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have 
normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate 

offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 10/26/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 TOYOTA CAMRY LE, 137K MI, STK#33696

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#M42867
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$9,995BUY 

FOR:

31k miles, Stk#35407
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD

$22,900BUY 
FOR:

1k miles, Stk#30599
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
$23,588BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$23,888BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GR CHEROKEE
$24,588BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#30258
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$24,888BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

22k miles, Stk#33760
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 LEXUS RX350

$15,588BUY 
FOR:

42k miles, Stk#M38922
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHEVY TRAVERSE
$16,888BUY 

FOR:

10k miles, Stk#M42735
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN MAXIMA
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$17,500BUY 

FOR:

2k miles, Stk#M43056
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'18 NISSAN ALTIMA
$16,995BUY 

FOR:

40k miles, Stk#31734
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA SIENNA

PE

T FRIENDLY 

DEALE RSHIP
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1

1: The Harvest Queen welcomes guests to the 18th annual Greater Jamaica Harvest Festival 

on 160th Street between Jamaica Avenue and 90th Avenue. 2: Prest 4 Time performs on 

stage at the festival.  3: A harvest festival is not complete with face painting.  4: Christan 

Razzado, 9, shows off the pumpkin she decorated during the festival. 5: Nearly 1,000 peo-

ple braved the chilly weather to attend the festival. 6: The Hip-Hop Juggler showcases his 

skills. Photos by Nat Valentine

6

Getting into the fall 
spirit at Jamaica 
harvest festival

4

5

32
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• Never Wait For Service Again 
• Any Ford or Lincoln
   Vehicle New or Used
• No Matter Where You
   Bought or Leased… 
   We Can Service It
• All Warranty Work

ONLINE 24/7: PremierFordOfBayRidge.com

152  58th Street, Brooklyn
1-347-578-7900
New Car Showroom: 612 86th Street, Brooklyn

NEW
SERVICE
CENTER

FORD
SERVICE

IS BACK
IN BAY
RIDGE!

OIL & FILTER
CHANGE

$1995
+ tax

Up to 5 quarts of oil. Featuring. Diesel vehicles or synthetic oil additional charge. On Ford & Lincoln vehicle only. 1 Per 

Customer. Prior sales excluded. Offer valid with coupon; must present prior to service write-up. Expires 11/30/18.

FORD SERVICE SPECIAL

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
Monday thru Friday: 7:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday: 7:30AM - 3:30PM, Sunday: Closed

OPEN
SATURDAYS
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Wellness

BY JAMES HARNEY
As the healthcare world keeps march-
ing into the millenium, VillageCare is 
poised to march with it.

VillageCare touts itself as “a com-
munity-based, not-for-profi t organi-
zation serving people with chronic 
care needs, as well as seniors and in-
dividuals in need of continuing care 
and rehabilitation services,” with a 
mission “to promote healing, better 
health and well-being to the fullest 
extent possible.”

Begun in 1977 as a project by Green-
wich Village community volunteers 
to rescue and reorganize a for-profi t 
nursing home slated to be shut down, 
VillageCare originated as a residential 
healthcare facility for seniors. In the 
1980s and 1990s, the facility took on the 
added task of responding to the HIV/
AIDS epidemic that ravaged the Vil-
lage community. In the new century, 
VillageCare offers managed acute and 
long-term care services for individu-
als living with chronic diseases, and 
in 2017 alone served 25,000 members. 
Going forward, says its Chief Informa-
tion Offi cer, the organization plans to 
become even more data driven.

“VillageCare is making signifi -
cant investments in both people and 

technology in order to harness and 
use data for the benefi t of our mem-
bers in the achievement of better 
health outcomes,” said Stuart Myer.

Now in its 41st year, VillageCare 
runs programs that include Village-
Care Rehabilitation and Nursing Cen-
ter, and community-based services 
that include an Adult Day Health Care 
program, Community Care Manage-
ment Health Home provider and Vil-
lageCare at 46 and Ten Medicaid As-
sisted Living Program.

The organization’s managed long-
term care plans include VillageCare-
MAX Managed Long-Term Care Plan 
(MLTC); VillageCareMAX Full Ad-
vantage FIDA Plan; VillageCareMAX 
Medicare Total Advantage (HMO-
POS SNP) and VillageCareMAX 
Medicare Health Advantage (HMO-
POS SNP).

VillageCare president and chief ex-
ecutive offi cer Emma DeVito said the 
organization’s 40th anniversary last 
year “served as an important reminder 
to us of our accomplishments, while 
empowering us to forge ahead toward 
future opportunities in addressing the 
continuing needs of those we serve.” 

She explained that the organization 
is “creating a culture where staff, our 

professional partners, cli-
ents–patients and their care-
givers have prompt access 
to diverse and accurate data 
in order to make better deci-
sions about care.”

Such a culture, DeVito 
said, “will help ensure that 
our clients–patients and 
health plan members re-
ceive the most appropriate 
healthcare and related ser-
vices through the most effi -
cient means possible.”

VillageCare plans to in-
vest in additional technol-
ogy and staff — including 
a director of data architec-
ture [who] “will be respon-
sible for supporting the 
planning, oversight and 
implementation of Village-
Care’s data and reporting 
strategy,” the CEO added, 
noting that using advanced 
analytics will “customize 
individual care plans that 
offer a more comprehensive 
and more effective approach to deliv-
ering care,” and “help to detect any 
inappropriate treatments.”

Looking forward, DeVito said, “We 

will continue to provide the best pos-
sible patient and member experience, 
while helping to deliver to highest qual-
ity of care to all individuals we serve.”

VillageCare is taking a high-tech path 

A VillageCareMAX Care Manager working with a member 
on a tablet utilizing data and analytics to ensure that he 
is receiving the highest quality of care. VillageCare

The most advanced care in Queens.
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COMING SOON - FLUSHING COMMONS — 138-35 39th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354    Forest Hills — p:646.569.3600  �   71-15 Austin Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375 
Garden City — p:516.248.4868  �  2131 Jericho Turnpike, Garden City Park, NY 11040    Mineola — p:516.548.8500  �  80 East Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY  11501

Please call a Lending Representative at 516.548.8521

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL LENDING                                                    NMLS ID # 764648 

Equal Opportunity Lender. All applications are subject to the Bank’s  normal underwriting and credit approval process.

C O M E  HO M E  TO  A  G R E AT  M ORTG A G E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look first to Hanover Community  
Bank. With competitive rates, dedicated staff and service that puts your needs 
 
 
 
 
 

first, Hanover makes home financing fast, easy and stress-free. Enjoy flexible 
mortgage options for loans of various types and sizes — for first-time and 
repeat homebuyers, for property renovations and more. Plus, we offer ideal 
solutions for families of low to-moderate income, as well, who could use a 
helping hand. With rapid closings at reasonable costs, find everything you 
need to make your loan a positive experience. That’s Hanover Community 
Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

TAKE YOUR FIRST STEPS HOME!

� LOW DOWN PAYMENT FOR 
FIRST-TIME HOME BUYERS � LOW-TO-MODERATE  

INCOME FAMILIES

� FUNDS TO PURCHASE A HOME 
AND FINANCE RENOVATIONS � COMPETITIVE RATES AND 

DOWNPAYMENT ASSISTANCE

�                                   SONYMA  
          (state of new york mortgage agency)
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CLEARANCE SAVINGS
DROP IN FOR

EVERY TOYOTA SPECIALLY PRICED TO MOVE

WestburyToyota.com

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-714-5018
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

THE BEST
WAY REWARDS 

PROGRAM

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and DMV fee. (1) Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee resp. for excess wear & tear. 
12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’18 Camry $9360/$13,525; ’18 RAV4 $9468/$14,749; ’18 Highlander $11,592/$22,166; ’19 C-HR $8568/$12,176; ’19 Corolla 
$8,460/$10,667. Leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = $0 Down Pymnt+ 1st mo pymt +$650 acq fee + $0 sec dep (waived by TFS) + tax, 
titles & reg fees. ’19 C-HR: $1000, ’18 Camry: $1000, ’18 RAV4 : $2250, ’19 Corolla $500, ’18 Highlander $0 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. *On approved credit 
thru TFS. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip errors. Must take retail delivery by 10/31/18. Offers expire 10/31/18.

We at Westbury Toyota understand that loyalty is earned,
so we created “The Best Way” Rewards Program just for you.
Every time you service with us or direct a friend, family member or coworker to us who 
buys a car,  you are rewarded with down payment points toward your next vehicle 
purchase at Westbury Toyota, local merchant savings and much more!

$0
DOWN*

New 2018 Toyota

Camry LE

$26036 Mos 
Lease (1)

Stk#N83792, Mod#2532, MSRP $25,518. 

$260 Due at Signing.

New 2018 ToyotaHighlander LE AWD

$322 36 Mos 
Lease (1)

Stk#N82475, Mod#6948, MSRP $36,337. $322 Due at Signing.

New 2018 Toyota
RAV4 LE AWD

$263 36 Mos 
Lease (1)

Stk#N83866, Mod#4432, MSRP $27,828.  
$263 Due at Signing.

New 2019
Toyota

Corolla LE
$23536 mos lease (1)

Stk#N90035, 
Mod#1852, 
MSRP $20,916. 
$235 Due at Signing.

New 2018
Toyota

C-HR XLE
$23836 mos lease (1)

Stk#N90154, 
Mod#2402, 
MSRP $22,534.  
$238 Due at Signing.

$0 Down Payment * $0 Down Payment * $0 Down Payment *

$0 Down Payment * $0 Down Payment *
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2018

Each year we honor the best family-friendly businesses, services and attractions.

Vote at nyparenting.com and be entered 
into a drawing

for a two night stay for four to

 NEW YORK
Parenting

Prize package includes a 2 night stay in a king bunk suite.  Includes access to Aquatopia 
(voted #1 indoor water park in the US!) and complimentary seasonal activity tickets.  

Activities include the following: Winter - Skiing/Snow Tubing, Spring - Mountain Coaster, 
Summer - Camelbeach.
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Have you been seriously injured 
through a fault of another party?

Serving All Boros
Hablamos Espanol

Offi ce is Handicapped Accessible
No fee unless we recover

Free Consultation
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

Piergrossi & Peterman
wewinyoucash.com

844-300-6648
Call our TOLL FREE hotline

for your complimentary consultation

INJURED?
WE WIN YOU $$$
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

PS 133 in Bellerose and IS 
109 in Queens Village celebrat-
ed major upgrades last Friday. 

Standing in the brisk fall 
breeze Oct. 19 at PS 133 for 
the groundbreaking of a new 
schoolyard and playground 
were local elected officials, 
staff, student government, 
members of the city’s School 
Construction Authority and 
Principal Nicole Colón.

“This project means every-
thing to our children,” Colón 
said as young members of 
the student government wore 
bright red sashes with PS 133 
emblazoned in bright yellow. 
“They ask me every day. They 
ask me when is the park going 
to be done. They can’t wait to 
start planning activities and 
it is on their student council 
agenda.”

Also in attendance to sup-
port the schoolyard and play-
ground at the school — located 
at 248-05 86th Ave. — was Bel-
lerose Commonwealth Civic 
Association President Lourdes 
Villanueva Hartwick.

“Sometimes as a civic lead-
er I feel like hmm, we don’t re-

ally do much, but this is a day 
we can say we worked really 
hard,” Villanueva Hartwick 
said.

Working with the civic as-
sociation and members of the 
community, Villanueva Hart-
wick made phone calls, wrote 
letters and used every oppor-
tunity she had to speak to local 
officials —including City Coun-
cilman Barry Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens) — to make 
sure the school got a new play-

ground and schoolyard.
Years of work culminated 

in approximately over $4 mil-
lion being donated to the im-
provement of the schoolyard 
and playground, according to 
Grodenchik’s office.

Students in hardhats hold-
ing shovels stood with with 
Colón, Villanueva Hartwick, 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz and state As-
semblyman Clyde Vanel (D-
Queens Village) and broke 

ground on the project.
Grodenchik then dashed 

from PS 133 to IS 109 — lo-
cated at at 213-10 92nd Ave. 
— to cut the ribbon on a new 
STEM lab.

Vanel and state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) joined 
Grodenchik at the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, along with staff 
and students at the school.

“We are here today with a 
brand new lab and an exciting 
opportunity for our children 

to learn,” Grodenchik said. 
“We’ve come a long way here.”

Two years ago, the dilapi-
dated science lab and other 
space in the building was set 
to be co-located by a charter 
school, but Grodenchik helped 
put a stop to it, according to 
school staff and volunteers.

“I’m really excited about 
having a new lab,” Principal 
Karleen Comrie said. “We’ve 
been trying to get a new lab 
since 2003.”

According to the princi-
pal, the new lab, which cost 
approximately $250,000, 
comes with a 3-D printing 
machine, an air machine to 
clean chemicals, electric mi-
croscopes, a smart board and 
updated instruments.

“It’s been years in the mak-
ing for us to actually have a sci-
ence lab,” AP Science Teacher 
Pauline Dorsaint said. “Our 
principal has been working 
excessively to make sure this 
happens... and we admire all 
of her efforts.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

AP Science Teacher Pauline Dorsaint (front, second from l.), Principal Karleen Comrie (c.), IS 109 students, state Sen. Leroy Comrie (back r.), City Councilman Barry Grodenchik (front, 
second from r.) and state Assemblyman Clyde Vanel (far r.). Photo by Naeisha Rose

SE Queens schools celebrate needed upgrades

IS 109 students work in the new STEM lab.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

EDUCATION
A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION OCT. 26 - NOV. 1, 2018



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 26–NOV. 1, 201840    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

 •   Experience our dynamic campus culture with a day of 
live entertainment, food and fun

•   Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships and 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our  
beautiful campus

Your future is out there, unfold it  
by connecting to York College
Reserve your place: 
www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2018
Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

Sunday, November 11, 12 to 3 PM

 Connect to Your Future at  
York College Open House this Fall!

The face of education in 
the United States is changing. 
Many of today’s universities 
are embracing digital technol-
ogy to deliver instruction in 
ways not available to previous 
generations. We have seen the 
digital instruction methods 
evolve from the use of learning 
aides such as computers, digi-
tal projectors and DVD play-
ers to online learning, which 
allows students the flexibility 
to tackle their coursework at a 
time and pace that works best 
for them.

Some advanced technolo-
gies can seamlessly link two 
or more classrooms for si-
multaneous instruction, ul-
timately expanding student 
access to courses and profes-
sors to participate together 
in one synchronous learning 
experience. An innovative 
classroom format can instill 
important virtual collabo-
ration skills and encourage 
interaction with tools like re-
mote wireless content shar-
ing and two-way whiteboard 
displays, as are found in 
DeVry University’s extended 
classrooms.

Addressing the evolving 
needs of today’s student

Video-connected class-
rooms are generally equipped 
with voice-activated motion 
cameras, facial-recognition 
software, high-definition 
wide-screen monitors - com-
plete with picture-in-picture 
views, desktop cameras and 
interactive two-way touch-
screen whiteboards. This 

technology is designed to help 
students learn and interact 
with their fellow classmates 
no matter where they are tak-
ing the class.

DeVry also recently 
launched its new video con-
nected classroom technology 
that seamlessly links 23 DeVry 
campus locations for simulta-
neous instruction - depending 
on the program, course and 
extended classroom availabil-

ity. “Our students tell us they 
appreciate having a variety of 
courses available, and taught 
in ways that fit their schedules 
and preferences,” said Robert 
Paul, president of DeVry Uni-
versity. “The connected class-
room technology allows stu-
dents to have real-time visual 
interaction with faculty and 
fellow classmates. These high-
tech classrooms exemplify our 
investment in academic expe-

riences that are collaborative 
yet personalized, with student 
engagement at the core.”

Preparing for
a digital future

DeVry’s extended class-
rooms are just one example 
of technological innovations 
taking place in the classroom 
setting. Over the next year, 
the university plans to invest 
heavily in technology to en-
hance the student experience 
by offering these additional 
on-campus capabilities:

* Tech playgrounds at select 
campus locations throughout 
the country, putting students in 
touch with innovative technol-
ogy in imaginative settings.

* Hardware and software 
upgrades, including adding 
thousands of new computers in 
campuses nationwide, to revi-
talize existing desktop stations 
and network labs.

* Internet bandwidth in-
creases to improve wireless 
capabilities and provide a 
faster, more seamless learn-
ing experience.

— BPT

Technology plays increasing role in college education
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EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ATTEND  
CITY TECH TUITION-FREE!

Sunday, 10/28/2018  11 am-2 pm  285 Jay Street, Brooklyn NY 11201 

WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/OPENHOUSE
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A comfortable place to land.

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from  

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 

It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 
Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY!
 

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM

THE PAVILION GRILLE ELEMENTS LOUNGE

For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756
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Sudoku 47 
Arts & Entertainment 46 

Crossword Puzzle 46 

TimesLedger, October 26-November 1, 2018

Mary Johnson with a copy of 

her first fiction novel, “Hello, 

My Name is Jannie,” at the 

release party held at The 

Bourbon Street in Bayside.  

 Photo by Carlotta Mohamed
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“I have seen this book being 
worked on, and I didn’t know how far 
she was going with that idea but I’m 
happy that idea is being done,” said 
Matthew Johnson, Mary’s brother-
in-law. 

Johnson’s sister, Tiffany, who 
read the book, said she was able to 
connect with the character.

“I took the message that you 

should stay strong in a situation that 
doesn’t completely make you happy,” 
said Tiffany. “You should find happi-
ness. For some people it’s love, find-
ing inner peace... I think it’s about 
finding whatever makes you happy.” 

Reach reporter Carlotta Mohamed 
by e-mail at cmohamed@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4526.

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

Mary Johnson hopes women find 
their strength and voice after reading 
her novel entitled, “Hello, My Name is 
Jannie.” 

The Bayside resident was joined by 
friends and family Oct. 20 to celebrate 
the release of her first fiction novel at 
The Bourbon Street restaurant, locat-
ed at 40-12 Bell Blvd. 

“As we experience the ‘Me Too’ 
movement, it is clear women will no 
longer remain silent. Like many of 
us, the main character, Jannie, is at-
tempting to find her voice as she fights 
for her independence and self-worth,” 
Johnson reflected. 

Johnson’s 184-page novel, published 
by Page Publishing, is available online 
at Amazon for $13.95, as well as the 
Apple iTunes store, Google Play, and 
Barnes and Noble. 

The fictional tale is an emotionally 
driven account of a conflicted woman 
married with children on a search for 
her purpose in life. 

The book stems from true emotions 
and experiences of many women — 
sharing the struggle of dealing with 
inner dilemmas that often leads to 
neglect and destroys interpersonal re-
lationships with loved ones, according 
to Johnson.

“She [Jannie] always tried to do 
the right thing by everybody and she 
did,” said Johnson. “She didn’t have 
any individuality... she was always 
someone’s mom, daughter, wife... 
And when she went somewhere it 
was never just, ‘Hello, My name is 
Jannie.’” 

Johnson, an avid fan of writing 
and poetry, said it took her a year to 
write the novel. 

“I started writing the book in 2013 
and when I was writing all I want-
ed to do was live in the story,” said 
Johnson. 

The titular character finds herself 
in Brazil in a place called Bahia that 
she had never been to and doesn’t 
know a soul. Exhausted and drained, 
an emotional break opens the door 
in which Jannie walks through. She 
mentally checks out from her cur-
rent situation with a clear path to 
welcome new experiences. 

“I want readers to understand 
that no matter what your obliga-
tions are, you matter. We all matter 
and as hard as we take care of other 
people, we have to take care of our-
selves too because we deserve it,” 
said Johnson. 

Close friends and family expressed 
admiration on Johnson’s journey to 
completing the novel. 

Bayside resident publishes fi rst novel

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and
2 Domestic Bottle Beers $10

Johnson signs a copy of her book. Photo by Carlotta Mohamed
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AT DOUGLASTON MANOR

The “Mansion” 

Come Visit 

The Luxurious, Spacious 

& Grand  Ballrooms 

Within The

 “The M ansion”

Not Your Typical Catering Facility.

Go to www.thedouglastonmanor.com
TO SEE OUR $85.00 
5 H our Wedding Extravaganza P ackage

www.thedouglastonmanor.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 26-Nov. 1, 2018

By Ed Canty

Vent Your Anger
Across
1. Biblical "hit"
5. Actress Kudrow
9. Pub game
14. Wedding dance
15. Guinness and 
others
16. Brothers' keeper?
17. Promising words
18. "Gil ___"
19. Recipe amts.
20. Risky dough
23. Simple animal
24. Dorm V.I.P.'s
25. The Wildcats, 
for short
28. Buying channel, 
briefly
29. Strange trait
32. Oktoberfest order
33. The Phantom's 
rival
34. He tested Job's 
faith
35. Edgar Bergen 
for one
39. Turner and others
40. Ticket category
41. Small bills
42. "I just don't feel 
___"
44. Mother's Day 
delivery Corp.
47. "___ 
Miserables"
48. Transcript fig.
49. Carpenter's tool
51. Former 
Minnesota governor
54. Illegal firing
57. Go yachting

58. "Up and ___!"
59. Smallest
60. Book after 
Proverbs: Abbr.
61. One of the 
Simpsons
62. Home Depot rival
63. Queens stadium
64. Pro votes

Down
1. Jewish mourning 
period
2. Web connectors
3. Like some 
transfers
4. One of the senses
5. Type of retriever
6. Latin's that
7. Clothing line
8. Group
9. Takes out

10. "Dear" advice-
giver
11. TD scorers
12. Summit
13. Ave. intersectors
21. Depth charge 
targets
22. Tea Party vote 
on Obama care
25. Hobby store buys
26. Musical chairs 
goal
27. Big coffee 
holder
30. MADD target
31. _____ ease 
(nervous)
32. Can of worms?
33. Genetic materials
34. Mideast V.I.P.
35. Barn topper
36. Chemical 

endings
37. Prefix with meter
38. Alternative to 
an exacta
39. Chat room 
chuckle
42. Pkg. deliverer
43. Doesn't flunk
44. Quarterback Doug
45. Mother ___
46. Playhouse 
presentations
48. Rest room sign
50. Europe's "boot"
51. "No way, ___!"
52. Per
53. Number two 
person
54. Pledge of 
Allegiance ender
55. Old Olds
56. Toothed tool

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GEOGRAPHIC SHAPES
S P A M B A T I M A G E
H E R O R I C E R I G O R
O R E O A O N E A S H E N
T I A N A N M E N S Q U A R E

B I K E T I S
A L T E R S C F O E B B S
R E H A B G U I L T U A E
B E R M U D A T R I A N G L E
O R E S I Z E S H O L E D
R Y E S V A R B I T E R S

T E A S E T A
A N T A R C T I C C I R C L E
T E S L A W O R K I L I A
O R A L S A W E S E A R S
M O R S E S A W S W A T

EVENTS

Meet the Candidates 
Night — Be an informed voter 
this November. The Bayside 
Historical Society will be 
holding Meet the Candidates 
Night. All candidates 
for governor, lieutenant 
governor, attorney general, 
comptroller, U.S. Senate, 
U.S. Congress (3rd and 6th 
districts), New York state 
Senate (11th district) and 
New York state Assembly 
(26th district) were invited. 
Come hear from candidates, 
ask your own questions 
and discuss whether term 
limits should be placed on 
community board members.
When: Thursday, Oct. 25, from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: 208 Totten Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: Free

Wine and Paint Night — 
Make art at Wine and Paint 
Night at Sisterhood of Temple 
Beth Sholom of Flushing. 

Attendees will be painting 
daisies on a charger, ceramic 
tile or wood trivet.
When: Thursday, Oct. 25, from 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Temple Beth Sholom, 
171-39 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free

Chan Meditation: The 
Art of Stillness Beyond 
Mindfulness — Master 
YongHua will lead an 
American version of Chinese 
Chan meditation. Bring a 
yoga mat or towel and a 
photo ID.
When: Thursday, Oct. 25, 
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Where: WeWork Queens 
Plaza, 27-01 Queens Plaza N, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free

Come to Repatriation and 
Restorative Justice: From 
Native American Remains 
and Sacred Objects to 
Nazi Art Theft — This 
event features a panel of 
three experts in the fi eld. 

Registration is required. Visit 
the Kupferberg Holocaust 
Center’s website for more 
information. 
When: Thursday, Oct. 25, at 
5 p.m.
Where: Queensborough 
Community College, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: Free

The Music of Billy 
Strayhorn — Come enjoy 
Cuban music from a 14-time 
Grammy winner. Paquito 
D’Rivera will be presenting 
The Music of Billy Strayhorn 
along with pianist John 
DiMartino and his trio.
When: Friday, Oct. 26, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $25; $20 for members 
and students; free for teens

Musique Macabre — Enjoy 
haunting music for the violin. 
Light refreshments will be 
served before the concert.
When: Friday, Oct. 26, at 6:30 
p.m.
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Jamaica Avenue and 153rd 
Street
Cost: $15; $10 for members, 
seniors and students=

Gilberto Santa Rosa — Enjoy 
Puerto Rican music from six-

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

time Grammy winner Gilberto 
Santa Rosa.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $42-$109

Many Faces of Love: 
Beyond Closed Doors — This 
workshop raises awareness 
about healthy family 
relationships and abusive 
relationships. The event 
includes talks from several 
experts.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, from 
1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Where: Cambria Heights 

Public Library, 218-13 Linden 
Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: Free

17th annual Totten Trot 
5K — This race to support the 
Bayside Historical Society 
also includes a fun run for 
kids 12 and under at 10 a.m. 
Registration for the 5K starts 
at 7:30 a.m. and the race 
begins at 9 a.m. Advance 
registration is available 
online at https://elitefeats.
redpodium.com/october-28-
2018-totten-trot-5k-bayside-
historical-queens for $30.
When: Sunday, Oct. 28
Where: 208 Totten Ave., Fort 
Totten, Bayside.

Cunningham Park Farmers 
Market — Enjoy free pumpkin 
painting, treat or treating 
and a kids costume parade. 
Kids should come dressed in 
costume.
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: 19600 Union Turnpike
Cost: Free

Music from Tien-Huicani 
— The group has traditional 
costumes and instruments.
When: Sunday, Oct. 28, at 3 
p.m.
Where: Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $20-$30

Theatre By The Bay NY
presents

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
theatrebythebayny.com

718-428-6363

This program is made possible (in part) by the Queens Council on 
the Arts with public funds from the New York City Department of 
Cultural Aff airs in partnership with the City Council & funds from 
the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New 

York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature and administered by the Queens Council on the Arts.

Saturdays, Oct. 27, Nov. 3, 10 at 8pm
Sundays, Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 11 at 3pm 

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 

The King
and I

1300 209th Street, Bayside, NY 11360
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Answers in Sports

Steel Magnolias — Within the walls of 
Truvy’s beauty shop, set in the deep Bayou 
of Louisiana, are six strong women whose 
lives increasingly hinge on the existence 
of one another. Together, they absorb the 
passing seasons, just like the weathered 
wooden structure of the salon “home” that 
they share.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, Oct. 28, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $20-$42
Contact: (718) 760-0064 

The King and I — “The King and I” is 
the moving story of Anna, an American 
governess, who tries to help an Eastern king 
to come to terms with the modern world, but 
he is unable to resist the forces of ancient 
customs.
When: Saturday, Oct. 27, at 8 p.m.; Sunday 

Oct. 28, at 3 p.m.; Saturday, Nov. 3, at 8 
p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 4, at 3 p.m.; Saturday, 
Nov. 10, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 11, at 3 p.m.
Where: Theatre by the Bay NY
Cost: $22 for adults; $20 for seniors and 
children ages 12 and under
Contact: (718) 428-6363

The Babylon Line — A New York City 
creative writing teacher learns an 
unexpected life lesson on Long Island. 
When: Friday, Nov. 2, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, 
Nov. 3, at 8 p.m.; Friday, Nov. 9, at 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, Nov. 10, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 11, 
at 2 p.m.; Friday, Nov. 16, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, 
Nov. 17, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.;
Where: Zio Church Parish Hall, 243-01 
Norther Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $19 for adults; $17 for students and 
seniors

FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM 

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

Cheese Ravioli
Baked Ziti
Eggplant 

Parmigiana
Sausage & 
Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

Eggplant 

Rollatini
Pasta with 
Broccoli
Chicken 

Pizzaiola, 
Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
Tortellini 
Alfredo

Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

Parmigiana  Picatta

Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 
Oreganata

All served with your choice of Antipasto, Garden 
Salad, or Caesar Salad. Plus italian bread.

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

TO YOUR 

$19.95 pp

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

“We live in a society that worships 
independence yet deeply fears alien-
ation: our era is sped-up and overcon-
nected,” writes psychologist Ester Bu-
chholz, in a Psychology Today piece.

“What’s really blocking our joy in 
relationships, our creativity, and our 
peace of mind? One surprising answer, 
in this age of alienation, is a lack of sol-
itude. Meaningful alonetime, it turns 
out, is a powerful need and a neces-
sary tonic in today’s rapid-fire world. 
Indeed, solitude actually allows us to 
connect to others in a far richer way.”

This article was written in 1998, 
yet the writer’s observations are even 
truer today. 

After reading that, one might ask 
how to find solace in solitude or have 
real and meaningful relationships in 
this digital age.

You may have heard many people 
say that they’re feeling lonelier and less 
connected than ever — even depressed. 
That’s kind of surprising and puzzling, 
considering the plethora of newer and 
fancier tech devices enabling faster 
communication coupled with our cher-
ished social media pastime, which has 
become a powerful and oftentimes ad-
dictive, obsession, instead of the true 
bonding tool it was meant to be.

So, what happened to that warm 
and fuzzy sense of community and to-
getherness everybody was hoping for 
and expecting?  

To try and answer some of those 
profound questions and address the 
paradox of today’s confusing digital re-
ality, a brave, young New Yorker who 
has experienced her own share of ter-
rible loneliness decided to put pen to 
paper and write her heart out, sharing 
her difficult past and rocky journey 
with readers. 

In her new book “How to be Alone” 
— published by Atria Books and on 
sale Nov. 6 — author Lane Moore skill-
fully injects a hefty dose of dark humor 
into a moving, poignant and honest 
personal narrative that reveals inter-
esting and at times, disturbing, details 
about her lonely life growing up with-
out a family or any support system. 

Learning the hard way to make 
the most of being alone — from self-
parenting during her younger years 
and living as a homeless teen in her 
car, to spending the holidays all alone 
and looking to childhood heroines and 
heroes from books and TV for cour-
age and comfort — this self-described 
hopeless romantic never stopped hop-
ing for and dreaming about a brighter 
future.

Lane started her exciting new chap-

ter in New York City, where she pur-
sued her dreams.

Her ability to ultimately transform 
her life and triumph over obstacles 
would not have been possible without 
inner strength, a hearty sense of hu-
mor and lots of moxie, which helped 
her achieve a slew of goals as she be-
came an award-winning editor before 
eventually re-inventing herself as 
a comic, rock singer, actor, and now 
author.  

You can join Lane Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. to 
hear her read from her book at Q.E.D. 
in Astoria, when the popular arts ven-
ue hosts a book-signing and laugh-out-
loud comedy show with guest comics 
Selena Coppock and Katie Compa. You 
can also enjoy a complimentary selec-
tion of brews.

So, what’s the secret to overcom-
ing loneliness and learning to connect 
with your innermost self?

Whether you’re grappling with that 
question and/or unresolved issues 
from your past involving mom, dad, 
or your exes, or if you’re trying to find 
ways to feel truly connected offline 
instead of pretending to have lots of 
friends online, “How to Be Alone” can 
be a valuable guide for anyone who des-
perately wants to feel less alone.

In an exclusive interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers, Moore — 
the host of the wildly popular comedy 
show “Tinder Live,” and former Sex 
& Relationships Editor for Cosmo-
politan — discussed why she wrote 
her book and offered some personal 
insight into a powerful and universal 
human emotion. 

“I increasingly kept reading about 
people feeling lonelier than ever and 
not knowing why, and no one really 
ever goes much deeper than that to 
find out why,” she said. “I’ve been 

alone pretty much my whole life, and 
I knew there had to be people out there 
like me, who maybe had difficult child-
hoods or had survived a lot, and I real-
ly hope this book makes them feel seen 
and less alone, or just more able to deal 
with loneliness.”

Moore believes her past made her 
stronger and more empowered and 
hopes to help people feel the same way.

“I think being alone for most of my 
life has given me super powers in a 
way because I’ve had no choice but to 
become really good at loneliness, and 
to find a way to enjoy or some days 
just tolerate, that,” she said. “So now, 
hopefully I can help other people do 
the same. Loneliness definitely doesn’t 
have to be this horrific, painful life 
sentence.”

The author is also a multi-talented 
performer who is equally impressive 
on stage — whether she is hosting 
“Tinder Live” or as enigmatic front-
woman for her band It Was Romance 
— and on the page, as a former writer 
for The Onion.

You can catch “Tinder Live” every 
month at Littlefield in Manhattan. The 
next show is set for November 3. 

While currently working on re-
cording her second album with the 
band, the entertainer said she has also 
been involved with some TV and film 
projects that she’s “really excited for 
people to see.”

Moore says that doing everything – 
comedy, stand-up, improv, music and, 
of course, writing – is her “strongest 
coping mechanism,” and adds, “I just 
truly love it!”  

Located at 27-16 23rd Ave., Q.E.D.’s 
Nov. 6 special event is free. The book 
can be pre-ordered from  www.qedasto-
ria.com  and picked up the night of the 
release party.

Q.E.D. celebrates release of new book

Q.E.D. is set to host the offi cial 
book release party and show 
for “How to Be Alone,” by Lane 
Moore Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. 
 Courtesy of Amber Marlow
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This year you can have

Holiday Shopping
at your doorstep!
Sunday, November 4, 2018, 11am – 4pm

It’s a Holiday Bazaar
(with bargains galore!)

HOLLIS HILLS BAYSIDE JEWISH CENTER
210-10 Union Turnpike

Gifts at all prices for children and adults.

Limited Number of Vendor Tables Available.
Please contact Lisa at (917) 282-8701 for table rental. 

Superb Spanish and 
Continental Cuisine
Family Owned & 
Operated
for Over
45 Years

Open For Lunch & Dinner
FREE PARKING

All Major
Credit Cards

Accepted

RESTAURANT

Friday, October 26th

LIVE FLAMENCO  
MUSIC & DANCE
Flamenco Show & 

Four-Course Dinner
$39pp

NOW BOOKING
HOLIDAY,

CORPORATE, AND 
FAMILY EVENTS

Live Music By: 

HARPIST VICTOR 
GONZALEZ

Every Friday,  Saturday, 
and Sunday Night

Choice Dates Still Available 

ON PREMISE 
EVENTS & 
CATERING

Up to 250 Guests

718-423-0100 · 220-33 Northern Blvd, Bayside, NY · marbella-restaurant.com

CALL NOW!  
718-423-0100

www.flamencoysol.com
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Guide toDINING

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE

ONE STATION PLAZA
B E E R  G A R D E N  &  E A T E R Y

213-10 41st AVE., BAYSIDE, NY  718.224.0060  WWW.OSPBAYSIDE.COM

GEORGIA DINER
80-26 QUEENS BLVD, ELMHURST, NY 11373 

718.426.2229  FREE PARKING ON SITE

M A G N A
I T A L I A N  R I S T O R A N T E

35-25 FARRINGTON ST  718.445.3352  6:30AM–10:00PM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER  CLOSED MONDAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 

Local Pour 
House

213-11 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 
718.224.7687
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Sports Sherbee Antiques
TOP DOLLAR PAID 

TOP DOLLAR PAID 
Instant Cash

LET SHERBEE ANTIQUES’ OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU FIND YOUR POT OF GOLD

Sherbee     Antiques
Est. 1940

   

BY ZACH GEWELB

While the Boston Red Sox 
and Los Angeles Dodgers are 
still battling in the World Se-
ries, the Yankees and Mets 
are left to ponder their next 
move as the offseason is set to 
begin.

Both teams should have 
lengthy checklists to put to-
gether. But before we dive too 
deeply into that, let’s take a 
look at the three most impor-
tant things the Yankees and 
Mets must accomplish this 
offseason.

The Mets, first and fore-
most, need to name a new 
general manager.

Sandy Alderson stepped 
down due to his health situa-
tion early last season. The Mets 
responded by using a three-
headed approach to replace the 
veteran executive consisting of 
J.P. Ricciardi, Omar Minaya 
and John Ricco. Neither of the 
three seem primed to step into 
the full-time gig. 

The Mets have conducted 
interviews and reportedly nar-
rowed their search down to 

Yankees GM Brian Cashman will look to retool his team during the 
offseason. AP

BY ROBERT COLE

The Bayside Commodores’ 
football team remain undefeat-
ed this season following a 34-6 
victory over Frank J. Macchi-
arola last Friday in Brooklyn. 

“We had a lot to prove this 
game, because last week we did 
not play our best game,” Bay-
side coach Jason Levitt said. 
“We had a really focused week 
in practice and it showed in the 
game.”

The Commodores moved the 
ball up and down the field offen-
sively, carried by the right arm 
of senior quarterback Douglas 
Flug, who threw for 207 yards 
and four touchdowns.

“He’s got a really good arm,” 
Levitt said of his starting quar-
terback. “He’s always working 
to get better, but obviously he 
is really good. He’s a leader and 
as he does well, the team does 
well.”

Bayside also featured a dy-
namic running game led by 
junior Jordy Chen, who carried 
the ball 14 times for 102 yards 
and one touchdown. 

The Commodores opened 
the scoring with 40 seconds 
remaining in the first quarter 
when Flug found Kevin Avila 
in the end zone. They struck 
again early in the second when 
Flug connected with Camron 
Barnes for a 47-yard score as 
Bayside took a 13-0 lead into 
halftime.

Flug picked up where he left 
off early in the second half, toss-
ing a 46-yard touchdown pass 

to Shaleik Kearsley inside the 
first two minutes of the second 
half. Six minutes later, it was 
a two-yard run from Chen — 
combined with an extra point 
— which gave the Commodores 
a 27-0 advantage.

“It was a good game!  We 
came out a little flat, but we 
fixed it, we followed through 
to get the win and that’s what 

matters,” said Flug, reflecting 
on the game.   

With the victory, the Com-
modores continue to hold the 
top spot in the Bowl Division of 
the PSAL football league with 
two regular season games re-
maining.

“Our goal is to get back to 
the championship, and then to 
win it,” Levitt said.

Kearsley Shaleik hits the open field and heads to the end zone for a 
touchdown. See photos on Pages 52-53. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 54

Bayside football rolls

Mets, Yanks must address 
key issues during offseason

Commodores secure 34-6 victory over Frank J. Macchiarola

Zach 
Gewelb
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 
Bayside cruises to victory to stay undefeated

Springfi eld Gardens blanked by Madison

1

1

2

3

2 3

1. Springfi eld Gardens running back Trevant Thomas dances around James Madison 
defenders and heads down fi eld during the Golden Eagles’ 44-0 loss to Madison. 
2. The Golden Eagles huddle for the next play. 3. Springfi eld Garden quarterback 
Qidre Jenkins scrambles out of the pocket and throws a pass. 
 Photo by William Thomas
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ACROSS THE BOROUGH
Francis Lewis dominates 
in 8-0 win over Flushing

1. Bayside defensive 
lineman Omari Oates 
battles in the trenches, 
during a PSAL Bowl Con-
ference football game be-
tween Bayside and Frank 
J. Macchiarola Educational 
Complex at F.J. Macchi-
arola Field, in Brooklyn. 
2. Bayside running back 
Kearsley Shaleik avoids a 
defender. 3. Jordy Chen 
uses a stiff arm to break 
free. 4. Bayside quarter-
back Douglas Flug rifl es a 
pass. 
 Photos by Robert Cole

2

1

3

4

1. Francis Lewis’ Lesly Morales 
(l.) and Flushing’s Joanna 
Coleman (r.), battle for posses-
sion of the ball during Francis 
Lewis High School’s 8-0 win 
over Flushing High School. 
2. Francis Lewis’ Melanie 
Feliz scores a goal. 3. Alyssa 
Cabral rifl es a pass across the 
fi eld. 

John Adams falters 
against 
Grand 
Street 
campus

1

3

2

1. The John Adams ball carrier breaks a tackle. 2. The John Adams offense calls a 
play in the huddle during a 44-18 loss to Grand Street Campus at John Adams High 
School. Photos by WIlliam Thomas
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

three: Brewers senior advisor 
Doug Melvin, Rays senior vice 
president of baseball operations 
Chaim Bloom and CAA baseball 
co-head Brodie Van Wagenen, ac-
cording to sources. Whoever they 
pick should be named relatively 
quickly, as the offseason kicks off 
right after the World Series.

From there, whoever the 
general manager is will be 
tasked with fixing the Mets. 
There should be a focus on 
building depth — both in the 
minors and at the major league 
level — as well as deepening 
the bullpen. These issues have 
plagued the Mets for years, yet 
the organization has failed to 
find a solution. The new GM 
needs to acquire more depth to 
protect the team when injuries 
strike, while a deeper bullpen 
should guard the club against 
late-game collapses. 

Lastly, the Mets need to do 
something with Jacob deGrom. 
The likely NL Cy Young award 
winner is starting to get ex-
pensive through arbitration 
and every year the Mets don’t 
extend him or trade him, the 
less valuable he becomes. The 
organization needs to either 

sign their ace to a long term 
contract or deal him for a boat-
load of prospects to jump start 
a speedy rebuild. Whatever de-
cision it made, it has to be the 
right one, otherwise it could set 
the team back for years. 

As for the Yankees, it’s no 
secret they remain one of the 
most talented clubs in baseball. 
That doesn’t mean they don’t 
have holes to fill. 

General manager Brian 
Cashman is tasked with im-
proving the Yankees’ roster. 
His first step needs to be to ad-
dress the starting rotation.

Luis Severino returns after 
a mostly good season — he had a 
dominant, Cy Young-worthy first 
half followed by a subpar second 
half. Masahiro Tanaka is slated 
to return, but his elbow is still 
hanging by a thread. After that, 
there are only question marks. 
CC Sabathia, Lance Lynn and 
J.A. Happ are free agents. Jor-
dan Montgomery will miss most 
of the season rehabbing after 
Tommy John surgery. 

The Yankees have a couple 
of young arms — headlined by 
top prospect Justus Sheffield 
— who could make an impact 

Continued from Page 51 

High Heat

The Mets must make a decision on what to do with Jacob deGrom 
moving forward. AP

in 2019, but a World Series con-
tender needs more starting 
pitching depth to reach their 
goal and Cashman needs to 
bring in another arm or two to 
replenish the Yankees’ staff. 

Sabathia should be brought 
back on a one-year deal and 
Cashman should look to a free 
agent like Patrick Corbin to add 
to the rotation as well. 

Next, the Yankees need to 
fix Gary Sanchez. The troubled 
catcher endured a yearlong 
slump at the plate in 2018 after 
slugging 33 homers in his 2017 
All-Star campaign and his de-
fense is still not up to par. The 
Yankees must help Sanchez 
rediscover his mojo at the plate 
and work on his blocking tech-
niques during the off-season.

At his best, Sanchez can 
carry a lineup and keep oppos-
ing teams honest on the base-

paths with his cannon arm. If 
the Yankees can help Sanchez 
reach his potential, the team is 
that much more dangerous. 

Cashman also needs to focus 
on retooling the bullpen, which 
was one of the league’s best in 
2018. David Robertson and Zack 
Britton are free agents, and the 
Yankees can probably afford to 
sign one while letting the other 
go. The safe bet is the club re-
signs Robertson, while Britton 
signs elsewhere to be a closer. If 
that’s the case, look for the Yan-
kees to sign another reliever 
at a cheaper price, or go after 
someone like Arizona’s Archie 
Bradley to acquire via trade to 
fill Britton’s role. 

Each team has more they 
need to accomplish, but these 
are some of their biggest needs 
that must be addressed early in 
the offseason. 
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To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-2555LEGAL NOTICES
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AFTER 76 YEARS WE ARE 
REDUCING OUR INVENTORY SAVE UP TO 70% !!!

New Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30am - 7pm
   Closed on Sunday

OCT. 25TH - NOV. 17TH

ERIC COMFORT SHOES - QUEENS VILLAGE STORE ONLY


