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BY BILL PARRY

The fastest-growing neighbor-
hood in the country appears to be 
a big winner in Amazon’s search 
for a second headquarters — or at 

least a large part of it.
Long Island City and Arling-

ton, Va., a suburb of Washington, 
D.C., are nearing a deal to split 
the Seattle-based retail giants 
East Coast campus known as 

HQ2, according to reports in The 
New York Times and Wall Street 
Journal Monday night.

More than 200 hundred metro-
politan areas across the country 
have been wooing the project for 

more than a year in what was billed 
as the “biggest economic develop-
ment deals of the century,” with the 
promise of 50,000 high-paying jobs 
and more than $5 billion in invest-
ment. Long Island City made the 
shortlist of 20 finalists last January.

The New York Times reported 
that Gov. Andrew Cuomo recently 
met with Amazon executives as 
part of the state’s efforts to attract 
the retailer.

“I am doing everything I can,” 
Cuomo was quoted as telling re-
porters on Monday, as the Times 
reported. “We have a great incen-
tive package,” he said. The Ama-
zon team also met separately with 
Mayor Bill de Blasio.

“They have not made a final 
decision that I’ve heard of but I 
can tell you that it’s been a long, 
detailed process in which the city 
of New York has tried to make very 
clear the reasons why this is a great 
place for a company to be because 
we have the talent base here,” de 
Blasio told NY1 Tuesday. “I think 
we’re a good fit for them but they 
have to make their final decision.”

Seth Bornstein, the executive 
director of the Queens Economic 
Development Corporation, was not 
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Newly elected Deomocratic state Sen. John Liu celebrates with supporters at his victory party at Monahan and 
Fitzgerald Tuesday night. Liu bested incumbent Toby Avella and challengers Vickie Paladino and Simon Minching, 
according to unofficial results from the city Board of Elections. Photo by Carlotta Mohamed 

BY JENNA BAGCAL

For Matthew Fennell, becom-
ing an Eagle Scout — an honor 
granted to just 4 percent of all Boy 
Scouts in America — was a life-
long goal.

“It was something I needed to 
achieve and something I’ve always 
wanted to be,” the 17-year-old Bay-
side High School student said.

Fennell’s dream became real-
ity back in July and he will be hon-
ored for his achievement in less 
than two weeks. The teen shared 
that he has not changed as a person 
but feels a great sense of relief now 
that he’s accomplished his goal.

The teen was exposed to the 
Boy Scouts of America at a young 
age, first observing his brother 
who participated in Cub Scouts 
when his family lived in Hong 
Kong and Singapore. He eventu-
ally participated himself when his 
family moved back stateside.

Becoming an Eagle started with 
the service project that all eligible 
Life Scouts are required to plan, 
organize, lead and manage. Fen-
nell came up with the idea to build 

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

A Flushing high school teacher was recognized 
for his commitment to sparking students’ passion in 
media communications. 

Brian Sweeney, an English teacher at Townsend 
Harris High School, received the 2018 S’Park Me-

Flushing teacher receives  
media mentor award

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Police have released 
two images of a suspect 
wanted in connection with 
a homicide that occurred 
over the weekend during a 
baby shower in Jamaica.

The victim was identi-

fied as Tymel West, 22, of 
South Jamaica, police said 
Sunday.

Members of the 103rd 
Precinct responded to a 
911 call of shots fired at 
10:50 p.m. Nov. 3 at a lo-
cation on Guy R. Brewer 
Boulevard between 107th 

and 108th Avenues.
Upon arriving at the 

location, officers learned 
West had sustained multi-
ple gunshot wounds to his 
torso. By the time officers 
arrived, authorities said, 
West had been taken by 
private means to Jamaica 

Police were searching for a suspect 
wanted in connection with a Jamaica 
homicide. Photo by Mark Mellone

Bayside teen 
reaches goal
of Eagle rank

Amazon leaning toward LIC
Western Queens nabe may split retail giant’s new headquarters with Arlington, Va.
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Cops seek Jamaica homicide suspect

RIDE THE BLUE WAVE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Katz to stress gravity of 2020 Census at town hall
BY BILL PARRY

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz has 
warned on several occa-
sions that an accurate 2020 
U.S. Census count is essen-
tial for the future of Queens 
and that an undercount 
would have long-lasting re-
percussions.

On Monday, Katz an-
nounced she will host a bor-
ough-wide town hall meet-
ing Tuesday, Nov. 13, to 
begin preparing the county 
of nearly 2.4 million people 
for the upcoming census, 
as well as the challenges 
presented by potential new 
measures slated for the fed-
eral survey.

“The census impacts 
everything we do here in 
Queens, and we have so 
much at stake,” Katz said. 
“It determines how much 
representation we will 
have in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, how much 
funding we will receive for 
infrastructure and health 
services and for our schools 
over the next decade, and 
much more.”

“In our ever-growing 
city and boroughs, it is im-
perative that we be counted 
fully,” she added. “An under-
count means underfunding 
and underrepresentation, 
with real damages and real 
costs that will hurt commu-
nities across America and 
certainly here in Queens. 
Everyone is urged to join 
the discussions to learn 
about the proposed changes 

and how you can help en-
sure your neighborhood is 
accurately counted.”

The 2020 U.S. Census will 
pose new challenges and 
raise important questions. 
For the first time ever, 80 
percent of respondents will 
be asked to complete the 
form online, presenting un-
certainty over the impact of 
the digital divide, including 
how seniors or others who 

either lack internet access 
or are limited in their inter-
net proficiency can ensure 
they are not overlooked. 

There is also the poten-
tial inclusion of a contro-
versial citizenship question 
that is a deep cause for con-
cern, Katz added. The feder-
al government announced 
in March its intention to 
add such a question, spark-
ing concerns that it could 

widely discourage respons-
es and lead to a substantial 
undercount in communi-
ties where residents fear 
being targeted over their 
immigration or residency 
status.

Should the citizenship 
question ultimately be added, 
it will be the first count since 
1950 in which all U.S. house-
holds will be asked their citi-
zenship status.

“Now is the time for New 
Yorkers to stand together 
and make sure everyone 
of us is counted,” Deputy 
Mayor Phil Thompson 
said. “Washington wants 
to sow fear to keep people 
in the shadows so that they 
feel alone and powerless. 
But New Yorker, including 
immigrant New Yorkers, 
are not powerless. Making 
sure that every New Yorker 
stands up for each other 
and stands up to be counted 
sends a strong message that 
we will now stop fighting.”

Thompson will outline 
Mayor de Blasio’s outreach 
strategy for the census, 
while Dr. Joseph Salvo of 
the city Department of City 

Planning will deliver a 
presentation on the demo-
graphics of Queens during 
the town hall meeting at 
the Helen Marshall Cul-
tural Center in Queens Bor-
ough Hall, located at 120-55 
Queens Boulevard in Kew 
Gardens.

The 2010 census saw 
dramatic undercounts in 
neighborhoods with par-
ticularly high immigrant 
populations, such as East 
Elmhurst and Jackson 
Heights, where thousands 
were overlooked. As a whole, 
the 2010 census reported the 
population of Queens rose 
by only 1,300 people over 
the prior decade, a dubious 
number thought to be inac-
curate, according to Katz.

The town hall meet-
ing will take place from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Anyone 
interested in attending is 
asked to RSVP in advance 
at queensbp.org/ersvp or 
by calling (718) 286-2661

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

A newly constructed 
waterfront condominium 
in College Point is provid-
ing spectacular views of the 
Manhattan skyline for its 
residents. 

Allura Waterfront Re-
sort — located at 109-05 
15th Ave. — received newly 
installed, energy efficient 
crystal windows and doors 
Oct. 30 from award-winning 
national manufacturer 
Crystal Window and Door 
Systems. 

Crystal Window and 
Door Systems provided 842 
high-end windows and slid-
ing swing terrace doors for 
the six-story development 
with 134 apartments. 

Each one, two and three-
bedroom apartment has 
floor-to-ceiling glass and 
metal panel facades on mul-
tiple sides of the building, 

offering occupants great 
views of the waterfront and 
LaGuardia Airport across 
Flushing Bay. 

“Crystal’s high-end ar-
chitectural window line is 
perfect for this type of proj-
ect,” said Joe Zhao, Crys-
tal’s project manager for the 
Allura condo development. 
“Our 8500 series offers 
strength, beauty, weather 
resistance, sound attenu-
ation, and clean narrow 
contemporary sightlines, 
enhancing the architects 
design and the building’s 
location on the waterfront 
across from the airport.” 

To provide building resi-
dents access to the extensive 
balconies, more than 120 
heavy-commercial Crystal 
series 1280 two-panel alu-
minum sliding doors — 72-
inches wide by 96-inches 
tall — were installed. Addi-
tional access to balconies in 

the larger apartments were 
provided by 22 of the Crys-
tal Series 1450 aluminum 
swing terrace door. 

The door has a multi-point 
lock system and an opening 
limit bar for added safety 

and security, especially im-
portant with a wind-prone 
waterfront exposure. 

Most of the Crystal win-
dows, doors, and exposed 
mullion and anchoring 
accessories were finished 

with a durable simulated 
anodized silver powder coat 
paint. Windows installed in 
the brick facades were fin-
ished in bronze color pow-
der coat paint. 

Allura Waterfront Re-

sort will have underground 
parking and 70 boat slips 
when the marina area is 
completed. A fitness center, 
spa, pool and sundeck add to 
the resort atmosphere with 
a spacious lobby welcoming 
residents. 

The resort also includes 
a first floor conference 
room and business center 
for events. 

The Allura Waterfront 
Resort has been nominated 
for several local area build-
ing awards, in part due to 
the complexity and chal-
lenge of the project site, 
which required extensive 
pilings and bulwarks for 
stability of the site prior to 
construction of the founda-
tion and building. 

Reach reporter Carlotta 
Mohamed by e-mail at cmo-
hamed@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4526.

The Queens Borough President’s office is hosting a town hall Nov. 13 to begin preparing the 
county for the upcoming 2020 U.S. Census. Photo via Shutterstock

College Pt. condo receives energy effi cient windows, doors 

Crystal Window and Door Systems provided 842 high-end windows and sliding swing 
terrace doors for the striking new six-story development with 134 apartments.  

Photo courtesy of Crystal Window and Door Systems
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You are personally invited  
to join us for a complimentary  

Dinner Seminar  
��������		��
�������	���� 
Pre-Planning a Funeral

Funeral Preplanning is Smart and Logical

WHY?
• It saves you MONEY!
• It protects your family from added stress.
• Convenient Payment Plans.
• One phone call and you are done. 

Seating for Seminar is limited!

These Seminars are hosted by 
Forest Park Chapel 

114-03 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, NY 11375
www.forestparkchapel.com

RSVP Shawn King 718-263-0800

Join us!

PORTOFINO RESTAURANT 

109-32 Ascan Avenue, Forest Hills, NY 11375

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 or  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 AT 6:30 PM

This firms is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141

BY BILL PARRY

Katha Cato is going 
back to her roots.

More than 30 years af-
ter she last performed as 
a member of such impro-
visational troupes as Chi-
cago City Limits, First 
Amendment Improv and 
Foreplay Improvised The-
ater, Cato will return to 
the art form with several 
friends at a Woodside per-
formance space to raise 
money to keep a favorite 
project running.

The Jackson Heights 
resident and her husband 
Don are the co-founders 
of the Queens World Film 
Festival which proudly 
presents ‘Improviser of a 
Certain Age’ Thursday, 
Nov. 15, at Artefix New 
York.

All funds raised will 
go towards funding the 
festival’s Young Film-
makers Program which is 
celebrating its 10th year 
by returning to PS 69 in 
Jackson Heights even 
though the program re-
cently lost support due to 
cutbacks on community 
engagement by their com-
mercial sponsor.

“Don and I decided to 
push ahead and fund it on 
our own,” Cato said. “It’s 
for a 5th grade inclusion 
class at an arts magnet 
school. 

The festival assigns 
filmmaker mentors to 
guide the students through 
the process of creating 
short narrative films. 

“We provide the oppor-
tunities to communicate 
and they turn into story 
tellers and artists,” Cato 
said. “It’s so important 
that we continue to sup-
port the children.”

The experience cul-
minates in a red carpet 
event at the Museum of 
the Moving Image in As-
toria during the Queens 
World Film Festival in 
March.

In order to keep the 
screening free, allow-
ing students, their fami-

lies and the school com-
munity to attend free of 
charge, the Queens World 
Film Festival must raise 
money.

“I want whole fami-
lies to be able to be there 
and witness what their 
children were able to do, 
to see their work,” Cato 
said.

Improvisers of a Cer-
tain Age features six of 
the brightest and most ac-
complished New York City 
performers in a multi-ra-
cial, inter-generational, 
improvisational perfor-
mance group dedicated 
to engaging audiences in 
interactive storytelling 
experiences.

Relying entirely on 
audience suggestions 
for their launch pad, the 
group dives head first 
into scenes, poems, sto-
ries, movie reviews, talk 
shows and more, all cre-
ated on the spot.

“We’re not into ‘wacka 
wacka’ comedy. We tell 
stories of human passion 
working with the audi-
ence for a valuable expe-
rience,” Cato said. “And 
we having really good 
raff les too.”

Cato adores the per-
formance space, Artefix 
New York, located at 38-02 

61st St. in Woodside.
“You have to see it to 

believe it, it’s like the Bit-
ter End from 30 years ago 
on the Lower East Side,” 
Cato said. “We’re intend-
ing to blow the roof off of 
the place.”

As for the ninth annual 
Queens World Film Festi-
val scheduled for March 
21 to 31, the Cato’s have 
received 650 submissions 
from around the world.

“There’s is a lot more 
international involve-
ment with films from 
Kosovo, Norway, Korea, 
Albania and Sunnyside. 
There is a lot of immigra-
tion material and it’s go-
ing to be far more politi-
cal than it’s been in the 
past,” Cato said. “We an-
ticipate screening anoth-
er 150 to 180 films. We’re 
excited.”

Cato’s beginning to feel 
stronger after an exten-
sive battle with cancer.

“It’s been a tough go 
but my cancer is official-
ly in remission after five 
years,” Cato said. “Maybe 
it’s time for our glorious 
third act now.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

An evening of improv
raises funds in Woodside

Improvisers of a Certain Age includes Marcus Jones (l. to r.), 
Phil Nee, Vicki Eastus, Donna Cooper, Katha Cato and Joe 
Perce in the back. Courtesy of Queens World Film Festival
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222-05 56TH AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11364  :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC

Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center
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Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center

718-631-6311
WWW.VISITQPAC.ORG

Mystic India 
A Bollywood Dance Spectacular!

SPONSORS: Adria Hotel & Conference Center, Flushing Bank, Inn at Great Neck, New York Community Bancorp, Inc., 
NYCB Foundation, Queens County Savings Bank, Ridgewood Savings Bank, Sterling National Bank, SuperShuttle;  
Senator Tony Avella; Speaker Corey Johnson; NYC Queens Delegation Councilmembers: Constantinides, Dromm, 
Grodenchik, Holden, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, Miller, Moya, Ulrich, Vallone

Sunday,  
November 18, 2018, 3pm
TICKETS: $48, $42, $35

Queens County Farm Museum welcomes new leader
BY BILL PARRY

For the first time in 30 
years, the Queens County 
Farm Museum is under 
new leadership, following 
the retirement of Amy 
Fishetti-Boncardo last 
month. 

The new executive di-
rector of the 47-acre farm 
in Floral Park is Jennifer 
Walden Weprin, a resi-
dent of Hollis Hills. She 
brings an impressive re-
sume to the post.

“Amy built an incred-
ibly strong cultural or-
ganization here over the 
last three decades from 
the ground up, literally. 
What better organiza-
tion is there to step into?” 
Weprin said. “The Board 
of Trustees and the staff 
here are focused and ded-
icated to what it does, the 
budget is strong and the 
mission is clear. I’m just 
going to take it to the next 
step and grow it to the 
next level.”

Prior to taking over 
the Queens County Farm 
Museum, Weprin served 
as the Director of Cultural 
Affairs and Tourism in 
the office of the Queens 
Borough President since 
2016.

“My two plus years 
at Borough Hall were 
fabulous,” Weprin said. 
“Melinda Katz is such a 
resource and advocate for 
the borough and support-
ing the arts. I represented 
her on 20 cultural boards 
around the city, that alone 
was a full-time job, and 
I wasn’t just a body in a 
chair, I was a resource.”

From 2011 to 2016, We-
prin worked at the Louis 
Armstrong House Muse-
um in Corona, where she 
was the director of mar-
keting and external af-
fairs. While there, she de-
signed and implemented a 
marketing and program-
ming strategy that yield-
ed a 21 percent increase 
in museum visitors.

“That organization 
will always be in my 
heart,” Weprin said. 
“They are another great 
Queens organization.”

Now she is thrilled to 
be at the Queens County 
Farm Museum which is 
the second largest cultur-
al institution in Queens, 

based on annual visita-
tion numbers. The site 
dates back to 1697 and 
occupies New York City’s 
largest remaining tract 
of undisturbed farmland, 
where 80 varieties of veg-
etables and over 75 vari-
eties of f lowers are grown 
annually, including 6,000 
pounds of tomatoes, 4,000 
pounds of zucchini, 2,500 
pounds of eggplant and 
1,600 pounds of winter 
squash.

“It’s a farm, it’s a mu-
seum, it’s a cultural insti-
tution and we teach young-
sters conservation,” Weprin 
said. “It serves a vital re-
source connecting people 
to agriculture and the en-
vironment creating conver-
sations about biodiversity, 
nutrition, health and well-
ness, climate change and 
preserving local history.”

The farm, which is a 
New York City Landmark 
and is on the National 
Register of Historic Places 
and a member of the His-

toric House Trust of New 
York City, also composts 
over 20,000 pounds of food 
scraps from GrownNYC 
and 2,500 pounds in tum-
bler bins from the sur-
rounding communities.

For Weprin, who is 
married to former City 
Councilman Mark We-
prin, her favorite aspect 
of her new job is the chil-
dren who visit on school 
field trips. Over 37 percent 
of annual student groups 
visit during October.

“It’s just amazing to 
see the children f lood the 
grounds learning new 
things outside the class-
room,” Weprin said. “The 
hayrides take off from 
right under my barn-of-
fice window and you hear 
their squeaks of excite-
ment. We didn’t have that 
at Borough Hall.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Jennifer Walden Weprin is the new executive director at 
the Queens County Farm Museum after three decades of 
leadership by Amy Fischetti-Boncardo, who retired. 

Courtesy of Queens County Farm
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Bayside hardware store to shut 
its doors after nearly 80 years

BY JENNA BAGCAL

Posner’s Hardware & 
Locksmith, which has 
been a mainstay in Bay-
side since 1939, is closing 
its doors for good.

On Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
longtime owner Joe Lamel 
will say goodbye to his be-
loved business at 47-28 Bell 
Blvd. The Bayside native 
and current Long Island 
resident started working at 
the shop as a college student 
and eventually became the 
owner.

According to the owner’s 
son Dana Lamel, they had 
been trying to find a buyer 
for the past two years as his 
then 69-year-old father was 
preparing for retirement. 
But they could not find one 
that suited their needs.

“People were interested, 
but it’s a very hard business 
to sell because we give knowl-
edge along with the product,” 
Dana Lamel said. “It’s hard 
to find people who have the 
knowledge to be able to run 
the store properly.”

Before working at Pos-
ner’s, Joe Lamel was a 
stocker at the now-defunct 
E.J. Korvette discount de-
partment store but was 
unhappy with the job. In 
1964, he saw an ad for the 
hardware and lock shop 
and started working for its 
original owner Ben Posner. 
Back then the store was 
located around the corner 
from its current location.

“I was always handy 

even though I didn’t know 
one-tenth of what I know 
now,” Joe Lamel said. “I’ve 
been solving people’s prob-
lems for the past 54 years.”

Lamel bought the store 
from Posner’s son Morris in 
1974 with his former busi-
ness partner and moved it 
to a bigger, cheaper location 
on Bell Boulevard.

Their key and locksmith 
services had become a boon 
to their business, with city 
agencies, the police and lo-
cal schools utilizing their 
services.

But Lamel said that on-
line sellers like Amazon 
have been a detriment to 
business over the past few 
years. He recalls customers 
showing him items that he 

sells at the store, which on-
line retailers were selling 
at competitive prices with 
next day delivery and free 
shipping. Lamel noted that 
the internet age has made it 
hard to compete.

“It’s sad that we can’t 
keep the store running for 
the community,” said Dana 
Lamel. “There will no lon-
ger be any store like us.”

One of Joe Lamel’s best 
memories from the past 54 
years was doing business 
with “kids of people who 
were kids when I started.”

He shares that he had 
second and third genera-
tion customers who would 
frequent Posner’s. Some of 
his old employees have also 
called him up to wish him 

luck and offer their help in 
the upcoming weeks. 

Now Lamel is looking 
forward to the future. He 
said that he and his wife 
plan to put their house up 
for sale and buy a used RV.

“We’re going to travel 
the country like we did in 
‘72  when we were a couple 
of hippies,” Joe Lamal 
said. “Everybody’s gotta do 
what’s best for them.”

He added that he’s been 
fortunate to have his wife, 
son, daughter and two 
grandkids, most of whom 
have worked at the shop 
with him and came from 
California and Florida to 
help him out.

“I’ve been very lucky in 
this life,” Lamel said.

Owner Joe Lamel will say goodbye to Posner’s Hardware & Locksmith, which is set to close 
Nov. 21 Courtesy of Posner’s Hardware and Locksmith

Flushing woman indicted 
in fatal daycare attack
BY CARLOTTA MOHAMED

A Flushing woman was 
indicted last week follow-
ing an unprovoked knife 
attack of three newborns 
and two adults at a Flush-
ing daycare center in 
the early morning hours 
of Sept. 21, according to 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

The defendant, Yufen 
Wang, 52, of Cherry Avenue 
in Flushing, was indicted 
Nov. 2 with four counts of 
second-degree attempted 
murder, four counts of first-
degree assault, one count of 
second-degree assault, and 
one count of fourth-degree 
criminal possession of a 
weapon.

Wang was ordered to 
return to court Nov. 16 by 
Acting Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Suzanne 
Melendez.

Wang, who worked 
as a caregiver, allegedly 
stabbed a fellow care-
giver seven times in the 
leg, face, and chest as she 
was feeding an infant 
at around 3 a.m. in the 
kitchen of a three-story 
residence located at 43-67 
161 St.

Wang also stabbed the 
infant who the 63-year-old 
woman was feeding at the 
time, before proceeding to 
harm others in the house, 
according to Brown.

Meng Xu, 31, a father 
to one of the children in 
the center, woke up to the 
sounds of Wang slashing 
and stabbing two baby 

girls. In his efforts to 
try and stop the knife-
wielding woman, Xu was 
stabbed in the leg and bit-
ten on the wrist, accord-
ing to Brown.

“The defendant carried 
out a brutal attack on sev-
eral individuals including de-
fenseless, innocent children,” 
the district attorney said.

A 22-day-old girl in-
jured during the melee 
suffered lacerations to 
her face, chest and ear. 
A 33-day-old infant girl 
sustained injuries to her 
abdomen and back. The 
youngest of the victims, 
just 13-days-old, suffered 
knife wounds to her ab-
domen, face and chest, 
Brown said.

According to Brown, 
police recovered a knife 
on the first f loor, which 
was used by Wang to at-
tack the victims. A sec-
ond knife was found in 
the basement, where the 
defendant was found with 
self-inflicted wounds to 
her neck and wrist.

If convicted, Wang 
faces between five and 25 
years in prison.

“Her unspeakable ac-
tions will not go unpun-
ished, and she will now 
face a lengthy term of 
incarceration as result of 
the nature of the crimes 
committed,” Brown said.

Reach reporter Car-
lotta Mohamed by e-mail 
at cmohamed@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4526.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, N
OV. 11, 2018

7

Find Out How at Open House
Saturday, November 10 or 17 at 10 a.m. 

VAUGHN.EDU/REGISTER

ENGINEERING   |   TECHNOLOGY   |   MANAGEMENT    |��� AVIATION

* For eligible full-time students. See full details at vaughn.edu.

* 

If you remember
when the waterpark
was outside your door.
You’re ready for 
AgeWell New York.

agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206 
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription 
Drug Plans and Value Added Benefits

$0 or low cost plan premiums

THE WAY TO AGE WELL IN NEW YORK 
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(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention code OIL3 when 
you place your order 

and receive 
¢ off
/ gallon3

Refer a new customer to 
us and take an additional 

on your next order 
3¢ off

/ gallon

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, GPS: 

3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM
CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

3 $39F

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

Like      Jordans Lobster Dock on      for latest specials
Serving NY Since 1938

Sunnyside scribe adapts novel for Broadway
BY ALEJANDRA O’CONNELL-

DOMENECH 

Sunnyside resident Jer-
emy Kareken is part of the 
trio that adapted the novel 
“The Lifespan of a Fact” for 
the stage which is now on 
Broadway.

The play, a New York 
Times Critic’s Pick, features 
an all star cast of Daniel Rad-
cliffe, Bobby Cannavale and 
Cherry Jones and tells the 
story of a battle between the 
truth and ego. Jim Fingal, a 
young intern for the maga-
zine Believer, works to fact-
check writer John D’Agata’s 
story about a teen suicide in 
a Las Vegas resort. D’Agata 
does not consider himself 
to be a journalist but rather 
a lyric essayist who views 
accuracy as something that 
takes a back seat to poetry.

Needless to say, Fingal 
has his work cut out for him.

“We wanted it be acces-
sible but still controversial 
and yet aspirational,” said 
Kareken, who wrote the 

play with colleagues David 
Murrell and Gordon Farrell. 
Kareken and Murrell read 
the book a few weeks after its 
release in 2012.

Murrell sent Kareken an 
article reviewing in the book 
that was so negative the two 
found it comical. According 
to Kareken, it was apparent 
that the author of the review 
was offended by the idea that 

a fellow journalist could 
be as careless about fact as 
D’Agata.

The pair thought it would 
be interesting to see how au-
diences would deal with the 
questions the novel posed.

“Audiences do have a 
tendency to pick sides,” said 
Kareken, who added that the 
play was more about start-
ing a conversation about 

storytelling and truth and 
does not seek to provide an-
swers. “We have a great deal 
of sympathy for both points 
of view.”

Kareken grew up in up-
state Rochester and moved 
to Sunnyside in 2002. For 
17 years, he worked as a re-
searcher for “Inside the Ac-

tors Studio,” the television 
show where host James Lip-
ton interviews high-profile 
actors. Kareken has also 
worked for Gary Johnson on 
the former New Mexico gov-
ernor’s last two presidential 
campaigns as a writer and 
policy analyst.

So as a former fact-check-

er, Kareken was excited to 
further develop the story 
of this fact-checker’s tale 
which he says a bit more 
dramatized for the stage.

“When you go to a sports 
match even if you don’t 
want one of the teams to 
win you still want a good 
game,” Kareken said.

Bobby Cannavale (left), Daniel Radcliffe and Cherry Jones are starring in “The Lifespan of a 
Fact” on Broadway. AP Photos

Sunnyside Resident Jeremy Kareken was one of three writers 
to bring “The Lifespan of a Fact” to Broadway. 
 Courtesy of Jeremy Kareken
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NYcancer.com 631-751-3000

As a premier cancer treatment center with the most 
experienced doctors, we are committed to providing 

the best cancer care possible. From state-of-the-art 
equipment to cutting edge clinical trials, we are 

uniquely capable of caring for New York and beyond. 
We are a community and together,we are 

Conquering Cancer Close To Home™

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with cancer call us today.
We pledge to have all new patients see one of our physicians within 48 hours.
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Vote at nyparenting.com and be entered 
into a drawing

for a two night stay for four to

 NEW YORK
Parenting

Prize package includes a 2 night stay in a king bunk suite.  Includes access to Aquatopia 
(voted #1 indoor water park in the US!) and complimentary seasonal activity tickets.  

Activities include the following: Winter-Skiing/Snow Tubing, Spring-Mountain Coaster, Summer-Camelbeach.

QUEENS

Each year we honor the best family-friendly businesses, services and attractions.
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Roast Maryland Turkey 
Served with all the Trimmings 

Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

Individual Dinner $24.95  4-6 People $145
5-9 people $195  10-14 people $295  15-20 people $395 

Additional Sides $10 each  Tray of additional sides $45  Pies $15

This Thanksgiving 
enjoy your meal with

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this great 
American Holiday with you! 
Let our family serve your’s

Traditional Holiday Menu 
Our Regular/Children’s Menu 

will also be available 

Filling up quickly 
Dine with the 
O’Neill’s 

Call for reservation at

718.672.9696

Holiday Meals To Go
Enjoy culinary convenience and great homemade taste this 

Thanksgiving with our fresh fully prepared Thanksgiving meals. 
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community 
Staple 

Since 1933

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  

FREE Valet Parking

OR
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Hospital, where he was 
later pronounced dead.

More than 200 people 
had flocked to the streets 
after shots were fired, ac-
cording to a witness on the 
scene. The NYPD Crime 
Scene Unit later secured 
the area to gather evidence 
for the investigation, 
which remains ongoing.

On Monday, the 103rd 
Precinct provided a want-
ed flier bearing the sus-
pect’s image. He’s consid-
ered armed and dangerous 
and was last seen wearing 
a black hat, dark jeans, 
black shoes or sneakers 
and a dark hooded sweat-
shirt.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the homi-
cide is asked to call the 
103rd Precinct Detective 
Squad at (718) 657-8220 or 
(718) 969-5005. All calls 
are kept confidential.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Homicide
dia Mentor Award Oct. 
8 from the Roy H. Park 
School of Communications 
at Ithaca College. 

Sweeney met the advi-
sors and managers of the 
Park School’s own national-
ly acclaimed student media 
outlets, and learned about 
the Park Scholar Program, 
which provides full cost of 
attendance scholarships for 
communications students. 

“It was really special. I 
think I felt more honored 
because of the other people 
I was with. Sometimes you 
don’t really know what 
you’re being honored for and 
then you get there and these 
are people from different 
places in the country,” said 
Sweeney. “They were all re-
ally impressive and taught 
me a lot of things so it was 
more the experience that felt 
like a real honor.” 

Sweeney is the advisor 
of Townsend Harris High 
School’s student newspaper, 
The Classic. 

The Classic’s coverage on 
the calls for the resignation 

of the high school’s interim 
principal in 2016 and 2017 
was the basis of stories in 
The New York Times, ABC 
News, CBS and Teen Vogue. 
Sweeney and his students 
received the 2017 Courage in 
Student Journalism Award 
from the Student Press Law 
Center. 

“I think my students 
were instrumental in getting 
the award, so I don’t think it 
was just out of the blue,” said 
Sweeney. “I think that there 
were one or two of them that 

were familiar with it and 
wrote things that caught 
the eye of the program at 
Ithaca that gives the award. 
Every year that we’ve done 
the newspaper, we get just a 
group of kids that remain in 
touch and keep up with what 
we’re doing. They really care 
about the legacy of the news-
paper.” 

According to Sweeney, 
he encourages his students 
who are interested in media 
communications to apply for 
opportunities. 

“We live in New York City 
and there’s tons of things 
that they can take advan-
tage of by getting involved 
in, or just now with viewing 
the journalism that they do 
for our school as not some 
kind of kid journalism,” said 
Sweeney.

Townsend Harris High 
School protects free speech 
as opposed to other journal-
ism teachers in other schools 
who might be punished for it, 
according to Sweeney.

“From day one when they 

hired me, they made it clear 
that the job I had was to al-
ways protect the newspaper 
students in there exercising 
the first amendment,” said 
Sweeney. It’s definitely hum-
bling to get an award like 
this but you do feel you have 
a bit of a leg up because you 
come from a school like that 
where they not only allow it 
but encourage it.” 

“It creates this atmo-
sphere of real democratic 
participation,” Sweeney 
added.

Diane Gayeski, dean of 
the Park School, said each 
of their award winners in-
spires high school students 
to see media as powerful 
tools to shape the society 
that they will inherit, and in-
still a culture of excellence in 
their cohorts. 

“Over the years, the men-
tors have become a wonder-
ful pipeline for some of our 
most talented students, and 
we appreciate the opportu-
nity to forge relationships 
with students who may not 
otherwise have heard of 
Ithaca College or thought 
that a Park School degree 
could be in their futures,” 
said Gayeski. 

Continued from Page 1 

Teacher

Brian Sweeney with Roy H. Park School of Communications Dean Diane Gayeski. 
Courtesy of Stetson Doggett/Ithaca College
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S P O N S O R S
as of Oct. 17, 2018

Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
Topic pending

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Navigating home care options

12:00 pm 
Estate and long term care 
planning: 
What you need to know

12:45 pm 
Topic pending

1:30 pm 
Preventive care for seniors

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULEThe event will feature
informa tional seminars and more than 
50 vendor booths showcasing a variety 
of facilities, products and services such 
as assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, 
legal advice, insurance options, adult 
day care, audiology, elder care options, 
community wellness initiatives, 
and more.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

Sunday, 
November 18th

9:30am–2pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking 

FREE  Lunch  if you register by November 7th
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two bridges and restore the 
trail around Golden Pond in 
Bayside’s Crocheron Park.

He said the idea for his 
project stemmed from one 
that his brother had com-
pleted when he was becom-
ing an Eagle Scout. Though 
he was initially against 
doing an identical project, 
the teen was convinced af-
ter talking to Matt Symons, 
the Northeast Queens Parks 
Administrator for the NYC 
Parks Department.

Matthew Fennell’s mom, 
Irene Fennell, recalls the 
first time working on the 
Crocheron Park project in 
2014. The mother of two is 
currently Troop 49’s Scout-
master but said she will soon 
retire from the position.

“We had a good founda-
tion, but nature takes its 
course,” she said. “It was a 
tough project.”

After committing to the 
project, Fennell recruited 
friends, fellow Troop 49 Boy 
Scouts and other volunteers 
to help. Over the course 
of three days and 370 man 

hours, the teen and his 56 
volunteers painted benches, 
weighed and shoveled huge 
amounts of gravel and sized 
wooden logs to create the 
bridges.

Fennell recalls the ex-
perience fondly as he does 
all the experiences he’s had 
with the Boy Scouts.

“The service and work 
were always with friends. 
It never felt like work; it felt 
like a good time with some 
exercise,” Fennell said. “You 
have what needs to be done, 

but the way you go about it is 
entirely up to you.”

Fennell is enrolled in 
the engineering program 
at Bayside High School and 
is currently in the process 
of applying to colleges. He 
hopes to earn a degree in ap-
plied physics with his ulti-
mate dream being working 
for NASA in the future.

He will be honored for 
his accomplishment at an 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
celebration at Laterna Res-
taurant Sunday, Nov. 18.

Continued from Page 1 

Scout
surprised that LIC was a big 
winner in the sweepstakes.

“I think this demonstrat-
ed that NYC, and especially 
Queens, are attractive to new 
businesses for all the reasons 
we know but the main driver 
I venture to guess in that 
NYC and Queens have the 
brain and brawn to fill any 
position Amazon would ever 
need,” Bornstein said. 

“We have the technology, 
especially now with Cor-
nell Technion, on one side 
and transportation and a 
workforce that continues to 
expand,” he added. “Despite 
the effort of some who want 
to prevent people from mov-
ing to the United States, NYC 
will always welcome those 
with drive, determination 
and deal making skills — 
and it’s been like that since 
Peter Minuit cut that first 
deal in 1626.”

Minuit was the Dutch 
governor who purchased 
Manhattan from local 
tribes for the equivalent of 
about $24.

City Councilman Jimmy 

Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
who has represented Long Is-
land City during its unprec-
edented growth over nearly 
a decade, sounded a cautious 
tone about the Amazon deal.

“HQ2 has to work for 
Queens, not just Ama-
zon,” Van Bramer said 
one week after the de 
Blasio administration 
announced it would in-
vest $180 million in new 
funding to alleviate Long 
Island City’s stressed in-
frastructure, addressing 
improvements to schools, 
transportation, parks and 
sewage and water systems 
after a series of listening 

sessions with Van Bramer 
and civic leaders.

“We already have an in-
frastructure deficit in LIC,” 
Van Bramer added. “We 
must ask how such a com-
plex would impact the people 
who live in the surrounding 
neighborhoods. This isn’t a 
done deal. The local commu-
nity must be heard.” 

Amazon owner Jeff Bezos 
has declared he would make 
his decision final by the end 
of the year.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Amazon

Long Island City will share Amazon’s new second head-
quarters with Arlington, Va., if published reports are 
correct. Photo by Bill Parry

MATTHEW FENNELL
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Thanksgiving Catering

WE ARE CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAY

All orders must be received by Sunday 11/18
  (Turkeys orders by the 16th), and are ready  

for pickup on Wednesday, 11/21.


