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By mArk hAllum

The crowd of mourners at St. 
Joan of Arc Church in Jackson 
Heights spilled out into the foyer 
of the large house of worship Tues-

day morning as state Sen. Jose 
Peralta, who died on Nov. 21 at the 
age of 47 from an illness, was re-
membered fondly for his advocacy 
for the underrepresented such as 
undocumented immigrants and 

the LGBT community by fellow 
Queens elected officials.

Senate Majority Leader An-
drea Stewart-Cousins and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio attended the Nov. 27 
funeral, along with City Council-

man Daniel Dromm, who shared a 
district with Peralta.

“Jose was a fighter for those 
who did not have the voice,” 
Dromm said. “He was a fighter for 

Updated every day at timesledger.com

the family of state sen. Jose peralta exits st. Joan of arc in Jackson Heights. photo by Bruce adler

By CArlottA mohAmed

Students, faculty, and staff at 
Holy Cross High School each made 
a pledge to stand up against bully-
ing to end the school’s Spirit Week. 

The Nov. 12 anti-bullying event 
was organized by members of Stu-
dent Council and SADD (Students 
Against Destructive Decisions), 
who wanted to focus on the school’s 
four pillars: Faith, Wisdom, Service, 
and Community. 

Holy Cross High School — 
located at 26-20 Francis Lewis 
Blvd. in Flushing — observed 
Spirit Week from Nov. 13-16 with a 
planned activity for each day.

Students and faculty celebrated 
the last pillar — community — with 
the anti-bullying campaign. 

The school community signed 
their names on orange ribbons as 
a pledge to continue to keep the 
school a bully-free zone.

Each ribbon was then at-
tached to the gate by the main 
entrance as a symbol of what it 
truly means to be a member of 
the Holy Cross community.

“Students and faculty all wore 

By JeNNA BAGCAl

Bayside residents Donald and Ethel Baumann 
tied the knot in 1948.

Last weekend, the happy couple celebrated 70 
years of wedded bliss in an intimate celebration 
which included three generations of family who 
gathered for their special day.

Bayside couple celebrates 
70th wedding anniversary By Bill PArry

With the jury solidly 
deadlocked, a judge de-
clared a mistrial Nov. 
20 in the case of Chanel 
Lewis, the 22-year-old 
Brooklyn man accused 
of killing Howard Beach 
jogger Karina Vetrano 

during a brutal assault 
in August 2016.

“The Queens District 
Attorney’s Office will 
retry the case,” a spokes-
man for Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown said in a state-
ment released Nov. 21. 
“The next court date is 
Jan. 22, 2018.”

Deliberations took 
place for just over 13 hours 
when the jury informed 
Queens State Supreme 
Court Justice Michael 
Aloise on Nov. 20 that they 
were hopelessly split on 
whether Lewis guilty of 
the murder and sexual as-
sault of Vetrano while she 

a mistrial was declared in the case of 
slain jogger Karina vetrano. defendant 
chanel lewis (c.) will face a retrial in 
January. File photo

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

Mistrial declared in Vetrano case

Holy Cross  
stands up

to bullying 

Queens remembers Jose Peralta
Hundreds gather to say goodbye to state senator after his sudden death
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HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON!
From your friends & family at O’NEILL’S

64-21 53rd Drive  •  Maspeth, NY  •  (718) 672-9696
www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
Sunday, December 16 • 10:30am to 1:00pm

BRUNCH with SANTA
O’NEILL’S special brunch menu, plus a visit and a photo with Santa, all for just $19.95

PLEASE JOIN US
CHRISTMAS EVE - Mon., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Tues., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Monday, December 31 • NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats,
an all-night DJ, and a champagne toast at midnight!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions • Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

Holiday 
Gift Cards 
Available!



Q
ueens W

eekly, D
ec. 2, 2018

3Visit Queens’ historic houses during Holly Tour
By CArlottA mohAmed

Seven Queens land-
marks will open their 
doors to the public dur-
ing the Historic House 
Tours — rebranded as 
the Holly Tour — Dec. 
9 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
with feature time-hon-
ored, family-friendly 
activities, live perfor-
mances, history lesson 
and refreshments.

Most of the participat-
ing sites — Louis Arm-
strong House Museum, 
Bowne House, Flushing 
Town Hall, Quaker Meet-
ing House, Kingsland 
Homestead, Lewis H. 
Latimer House Museum, 
and Voelker Orth House 
— will be decorated as 
they were during their 
first holiday seasons.

Tickets are $15 in ad-
vance, but $20 at the door. 
Children under age 12 can 
attend for $5. At 5 p.m., 
visitors have the option 
to attend a performance 
at the end of the event, lo-
cated at Friends Meeting 
House. One ticket is good 
for all the sites.

The Louis Armstrong 
Museum — located at 
34-56 107th St. in Corona 
— will present “Holidays 
around the World,” which 
will highlight Louis and 
his wife’s travels during 
the holiday seasons and 
intimate relationships 
with friends of the Jewish 
faith. 

Visitors will hear rare 
audio clips from Satchmo’s 
personal recordings and 
the trumpeter’s voice read-
ing, “Twas the Night Be-
fore Christmas,” and other 
seasonal recordings.

The Bowne House — 
located at 37-01 Bowne St. 
in Flushing — built by 
English-born religious 
freedom advocate John 
Bowne, will present an 
exhibition on the history 
of Christmas, highlight-
ing “home for the holi-
days.”

It will also offer live 
demonstrations of food 
preservation and quilting 
in the kitchen area. Bowne 
personnel will also unveil 
the new “Legends and 
Lore of the Bowne House” 
display and insert noted 

family legends through-
out the tour.

Flushing Town Hall — 
located at 137-35 Northern 
Blvd. — a dynamic cul-
tural venue presenting 
“Global Arts for a Global 
Community,” will have a 
concert, “From Ecuador 
to the World,” featuring 
maestro Manuel Cam-
pos and the Ecuadorian 
youth orchestra Orques-
ta Sinfonica Juvenil de la 
Prefectura del Guayas at 
2 p.m.

Over at the Kingsland 
Homestead — located 
at 143-35 37th Ave. — a 
poetry exhibition, Vic-
torian-era period room, 
a musical interlude, and 
winter-themed refresh-
ments will await visitors.

The Kingsland Home-
stead was built between 
1774 and 1785 and is one of 
the earliest surviving ex-
amples of houses common 
throughout Long Island, 
specifically Queens, in 
the late 18th and 19th cen-
turies. The estate became 
Kingsland Homestead 
when prominent Quaker 
and British sea captain 

— Joseph King, bought 
the house in 1801.

Visitors can learn 
about African American 
inventor Lewis Latimer 
— a poet, painter, musi-
cian, and developer of the 
telephone and incandes-
cent light bulb — at The 
Lewis Latimer House 
Museum — located at 34-
41 137th St.

Lastly, visitors can 
enjoy a seasonal installa-
tion of miniatures and pe-
ruse a gift-and-plant sale 
at Voelker Orth House — 
located at 149-19 38th Ave.  
— that has provided shel-
ter to three generations 
of a family with German 
roots.

Guests can enjoy a 
sing-along with David 
Caldwell and enjoy pfef-
fernusse (tiny spice cook-
ies), other sweets, and hot 
mulled cider. Storybooks 
and coloring for young-
sters will be included.

Reach reporter Car-
lotta Mohamed by e-mail 
at cmohamed@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4526.

By CArlottA mohAmed

A man who was in-
toxicated while driving 
and struck a senior caus-
ing physical injuries last 
year on Thanksgiving 
Day in Whitestone was 
sentenced to prison on 
Monday, according to 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. 

The defendant, Car-
mine Minichino, 53, of 
46th Avenue in Corona, 
plead guilty in June to 
second-degree assault, 
leaving the scene of an in-
cident without reporting 
serious physical injury, 
operating a motor vehicle 
while under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs, and 
failing to stop for a stop 
sign, Brown said. 

Queens Supreme Court 

Justice Suzanne Me-
lendez sentenced Minich-
ino Monday, Nov. 19, to 
two and one-half years in 
prison to be followed by 
two years’ post release su-
pervision, Brown said. He 
was also ordered to pay a 
fine of $1,400. 

According to Brown, 
Minichino’s 2009 white 
Chevy van sped through 
a stop sign in Whitestone, 
striking the victim, Paul 
Sim, 71, who was crossing 
the street Thursday, Nov. 
23, 2017, at approximate-
ly 6:45 p.m. The impact 
caused Sim to be hurled in 
the air and landed several 
feet away. 

After striking Sim, 
the van proceeded to run 
over him and Minichino 
f led the scene abandon-
ing his van a short dis-

tance away, according to 
the charges.

Sim was taken to a lo-
cal hospital with a com-
pound fracture to his 
right leg and bleeding on 
the brain, which required 

him to undergo multiple 
surgeries, Brown said. 

When Minichino later 
returned with keys in 
hand to retrieve the ve-
hicle, prosecutors said he 
had a moderate odor of 

alcohol on his breath and 
bloodshot watery eyes. 
When police requested 
to see his license, he was 
unable to produce a valid 
driver’s license. 

Additionally, Minich-

ino was given an intoxi-
lyzer exam at the 112th 
Precinct and results 
indicated that he had a 
.152 percent percentum 
or more of alcohol in his 
blood — which is nearly 
twice the legal limit of 0.8 
in New York City, Brown 
said. 

“Driving isn’t just a 
privilege, it’s a respon-
sibility and those who 
get behind the wheel of a 
car are entrusted to obey 
posted traffic signs and to 
be sober at all times,” said 
Brown. “The defendant 
will not be incarcerated 
as a result of his actions.” 

Reach reporter Car-
lotta Mohamed by e-mail 
at cmohamed@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4526.

Flushing town Hall is one of seven Queens landmarks to be featured 
during the Historic House tours. File photo

Corona man sentenced in Thanksgiving hit-and-run

File photo
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If you remember
when the waterpark
was outside your door.
You’re ready for 
AgeWell New York.

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare and Medicaid contract. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, 
language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you.  Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 
1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de 
asistencia lingüística.  Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).

1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 
1-800-662-1220)) Assistance services for other languages are also available free of charge at 
the number above. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does 
not discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New 
York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de 
raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206 
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription 
Drug Plans and Value Added Benefits

$0 or low cost plan premiums

THE WAY TO AGE WELL IN NEW YORK 

H4922_WP4002_M Accepted 08242018
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Glendale writer pays homage to hometown
By JeNNA BAGCAl

Glendale writer Craig 
Schwab is back with his 
latest work, “Glendale NY – 
USA,” which gives readers 
his take on life, death and 
everything in between.

In the same vein as his 
third collection of short sto-
ries, “Glendale NY,” Schwab 
was inspired to pay homage 
to the neighborhood that 
he has called home for the 
last 55 years. But for this 
body of work, the author 
explained that he wanted to 
communicate how Glendale 
is “like every other town in 
America.”

“The collection brings 
to life the human element of 
what we’re going through in 
this country,” said Schwab, 
who began writing the short 
stories soon after “Glendale 
NY” was published in 2016.

Schwab, who describes 
himself as “observant to a 
fault,” drew inspiration from 
people in his own life when 
writing the short stories. 

He explained that the first 
and last stories were based 
on the birth of his second 
grandchild and the death of 
his dear friend, which both 
happened in November 2018.

Sandwiched between 
those stories are other “tid-
bits of Americana” includ-
ing a story called “Linda 
Laurel Lee,” a tribute to his 
friend who collects rocks 
in her spare time, as well 
as “Smile,” which takes a 
humorous look at Facebook 
and its effects.

His eldest son Kevin is 
featured on the cover of 
the book standing in front 
of an Edward Hopper Mu-
ral. The author manipu-
lated the original image 
on the computer to give it 
a painted effect.

“He could be standing 
on any small street in the 
world,” said Schwab about 
the reasoning behind his 
cover choice.

The author shared that a 
goal when writing this col-
lection was to bring levity 

and positivity to his readers 
who may be oversaturated 
with criticism-filled writ-
ing. He said that he tried to 

stay away from stories that 
were too politically charged, 
but added “comical insight” 
to the stories he did include.

Growing up, Schwab al-
ways wanted to become a 
writer. When the Vietnam-
era veteran joined the army, 

he had plans to become a 
journalist but said that it 
never panned out.

After Vietnam, he 
jumped into the workforce 
as the head of informations 
systems for several com-
panies, though he knew he 
wanted to write for a living.

In 1997, the author wrote 
his first collection of short 
stories called “In the Forest 
by the Light of Day,” which 
were from the times he was 
a “member of an online mu-
sic appreciation digest.” To 
date, Schwab has written 
four short story collections, 
five plays and two novels 
among many other works.

Despite just having re-
leased “Glendale NY – USA”, 
Schwab is already working 
on his next novel, “Queens 
Buddha,” about a 12-year-
old girl who is reincarnated 
as Buddha.

“Glendale NY – USA” is 
available for purchase on 
Amazon both as a paper-
back and for Kindle e-book 
readers.

 courtesy of craig schwab
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Come to Bay Terrace 
throughout the 

Holiday Season!
V i s i t s  w i t h  S a n t a 

(Main Level)
December 8, Saturday  •   10am – 5pm

December 9, Sunday   •   10am – 5pm

December 15, Saturday   •   10am – 5pm

December 16, Sunday   •  10am – 5pm

December 22, Saturday   •   10am – 5pm

December 23, Sunday   •   10am – 5pm

26th Avenue & Bell Boulevard • Bayside, NY 11360

Bayterrace.com
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Rozic opposes Q46 service changes
State Assemblywoman says proposed adjustments must not inconvenience riders

By CArlottA mohAmed

In a letter sent to MTA 
New York City Transit 
(NYCT) President Andy By-
ford, state Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic expressed her 
opposition to upcoming 
service adjustments to the 
Q46 bus route beginning in 
January 2019.

The NYCT plans to ad-
just service on the route, 
which primarily runs 
along Union Turnpike from 
Forest Hills to New Hyde 
Park, by relocating trips to 
the local a.m. peak from the 
limited service, effectively 
decreasing limited service, 
according to Rozic.

On behalf of her constit-
uents in eastern Queens, 
who rely on bus service on 
a daily basis, Rozic is re-
questing that the proposed 
2019 service adjustments be 
revisited to ensure no lines 
see decreased service.

“While I am a strong ad-
vocate for increasing local 
a.m. peak service, it must 
not be at the expense of rid-
ers who rely on limited ser-
vice,” she said.

Constituents reached 
out to Rozic and staff have 
reported lengthy delays 
and wait times along the 
Q46, which runs through 
Kew Gardens, Kew Gar-
dens Hills, Hillcrest, Fresh 
Meadows, Jamaica, Oak-
land Gardens, Glen Oaks 
and Floral Park.

“The New York City 
Transit Authority needs 

to improve service and 
accountability across 
the system, and it must 
develop a plan for both 
improving and increas-
ing bus service,” said Ro-
zic, whose district has no 
subway or train service. 
“Outer borough transit 
riders must be a priority 
and sadly, at NYCT, that 
doesn’t seem to be the 
case.”

Stephanie Burgos-Ve-
ras, senior organizer at 
Riders Alliance, said cut-
ting Q46 limited service 
will deny riders an efficient 
means of getting around, 
forcing them to have longer 

commutes, and spend more 
time away from family.

“New York’s two mil-
lion daily bus riders need 
service improvements, 
not cuts. On busy routes 
through dense neighbor-
hoods far from the subway, 
riders should be able to 
choose between frequent 
local and limited bus ser-
vice,” said Burgos-Veras.

Nick Sifuentes, execu-
tive director of the Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign, 
noted that public transit is 
the city’s lifeline to oppor-
tunity.

“Our subways and buses 
connect residents to jobs, 

school, and critical ser-
vices. We need to improve 
bus service citywide, but 
nowhere is more important 
than the neighborhoods 
that lack subway access 
and rely entirely on the bus 
as their main mode of pub-
lic transit,” said Sifuentes. 
“As the MTA balances the 
needs of commuters, it’s 
important to make sure 
they’re not leaving any-
one out – and that includes 
riders of the Q46, many of 
whom live far from a sub-
way stop.”  

The MTA did not imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comment.

a Q46 bus on Union turnpike in glen oaks. photo via wikimedia commons/tdorante10

state assemblywoman Nily rozic expressed her opposition to 
upcoming service adjustments to the Q46 bus route beginning 
in January 2019. File photo
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8 Millions more for New York State Pavilion repairs

By Bill PArry

The restoration effort of 
the New York State Pavilion 
at Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park will receive more 
than $16 million in federal 
funding, according to U.S. 
Sens. Charles Schumer and 
Kirsten Gillibrand.

As announced on Nov. 
26, the cash infusion will be 
used to repair and replace 
several electrical units at the 
World’s Fair Park and other 
areas which were severely 
damaged during Hurricane 
Sandy in 2012.

“The World’s Fair Pavil-
ion is an enduring icon and 
it should be preserved and 
promoted for current and fu-
ture generations,” Schumer 
said. “Now the pavilion is 
being restored and these 
federal funds will be used to 
repair damaged caused by 
Superstorm Sandy and help 
yet another community asset 
recover after the storm.”

The $16,468,030 grant 
was provided by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency to the New York 

Office of Management and 
Budget and will be used for 
repairs at the pavilion as well 
other storm-damaged areas 
of the park.

“The World’s Fair Pavil-
ion is one of Flushing’s iconic 

sites. This funding is an im-
portant investment that will 
help repair the electric com-
ponents of many of the park’s 
facilities, including the vaults, 
concession area, boathouse, 
main area and comfort sta-

tion,” Gillibrand said. “These 
fixes are an important step in 
recovering from the damage 
that Hurricane Sandy caused 
and will help revitalize the 
World’s Fair Pavilion.”

The structure was de-

signed by architect Philip 
Johnson for the 1964-65 
World’s Fair and afterward 
was used as a concert venue, 
a movie set and a roller skat-
ing rink before standing va-
cant for decades falling into 
disrepair.

In 2014, officials at the city 
Parks Department estimated 
it would cost $14 million to 
demolish but Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz 
declared it would not be torn 
down but preserved, saying 
it would “serve as an icon of 
Queens that is recognized 
around the world,” and al-
locating $1 million from the 
capital budget.

Later that year, the City 
Council and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio set aside $4.8 million 
in funding for the renovation 
effort as the Space Age-style 
structure was designated as 
a “National Treasure” by the 
National Fund for Historic 
Preservation, recognizing 
historical, cultural or archi-
tecturally important sites 
as part of an effort to raise 
awareness and funding for 
their preservation.

In 2015, the New York 
Structural Steel Painting Con-
tractors Association restored 
the crown of the pavilion to its 
original “American cheese” 
yellow, a $3.25 million project 
that was completed at no cost 
to the city, but the three towers 
were left untouched. Months 
later they were bathed in light 
as part of a test run of an LED 
system that may be installed 
as early as next year, but the 
first step was necessary elec-
trical repairs at the pavilion.

The federal infusion will 
help speed up the preserva-
tion initiative while helping 
other areas of the park.

“This is a tremendous 
investment toward repair 
and resiliency in the park on 
the part of Senator Schumer 
and Senator Gillibrand that 
will recover a national trea-
sure here in Queens,” Katz 
said. “With these additional 
resources for electrical and 
structural improvements, we 
are well on our way to restore 
and illuminate this historic, 
architectural marvel into 
a visible icon befitting the 
‘World’s Borough.’”

By Bill PArry

Two western Queens 
lawmakers continue to 
stand against the city and 
state’s deal with Amazon 
to bring Amazon’s HQ2 to 
Long Island City.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris and City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer, who 
represent the neighborhood, 
are refusing the state’s invi-
tation to join a community 
advisory committee which 
will play a role in planning 
for Amazon’s HQ2 campus 
around Anable Basin while 
having no veto power.

“This community ad-
visory council is a thinly 
veiled attempt to present 
the Amazon development 
as a fait accompli and move 
the discussion towards how 
to accommodate their en-
trance to the community,” 
they said in a statement. 
“As we made abundantly 

clear, we oppose the deal 
to bring Amazon to Long 
Island City and continue 
to fight against it. We will 
not participate in the Com-
munity Advisory Council, 
whose purpose is to give 
local validation to a project 
we are working to stop in 
its tracks.”

Amazon has committed 
to creating 25,000 full-time 
jobs with an average annu-
al salary of $150,000 in the 
next ten years while invest-
ing $2.5 billion to build the 
4 million square feet of of-
fice space in partnerships 
with TF Cornerstone and 
Plaxall with the possibil-
ity of expanding the space 
to 8 million square feet and 
40,000 jobs.

Amazon will receive 
benefits of up to $1.7 bil-
lion from New York State 
and $1.3 billion from New 
York City.

At a rain-soaked rally in 

Court Square Monday, Van 
Bramer once again declared 
his opposition.

“The people of Queens 
deserve better and we de-
mand better and we will 
march forever until we get 

what we deserve,” he said.
Gianaris, who was 

named deputy majority 
leader of the state Senate 
on Monday, announced he 
would introduce legislation 
to prevent state agencies 

and the government from 
entering non-disclosure 
agreements at the insis-
tence of private corpora-
tions engaging in economic 
development talks.

“This deal will be bad 
for western Queens,” Gia-
naris and Van Bramer 
said in an online petition 
at Move.org. “Amazon has 
a long history of being 
anti-union, underpaying 
its workers, and preying 
on local small businesses. 
We cannot allow long-time 
residents of Long Island 
City and the surrounding 
neighborhoods of Wood-
side, Astoria, and Sun-
nyside to be driven out by 
rising rents and congested 
transit. The community 
should not be excluded 
from this process.”

More than 1,200 people 
had signed the petition by 
Wednesday morning, Nov. 
28.

During an appearance 
on CNBC Tuesday, Deputy 
Mayor Alicia Glen pushed 
back.

“This deal is not going 
to get stopped,” she said. 
“I can guarantee you five 
years from now all New 
Yorkers will be thanking us 
for having brought them.”

And in a radio interview 
with WNYC the same day, 
Gov, Andrew Cuomo said 
Amazon coming to New 
York is an unparalleled 
economic boom for the 
economy.

“It diversifies the econo-
my, it provides high paying 
jobs, a diversity of jobs,” he 
said. “But you also need to 
make sure the impact of 
the development helps and 
doesn’t hurt the economy.”

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

the New york state pavilion is slated to receive more than $16 million in federal funding for 
repairs as a result of damage from Hurricane sandy. photo by Bill parry

Gianaris, Van Bramer fight Amazon HQ2 deal

city councilman Jimmy van Bramer (c.) and state sen. 
michael gianaris are intensifying their resistance to the deal 
that will put an amazon HQ2 campus in long island city. 

photo by walter Karling
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NYcancer.com 631-751-3000

As a premier cancer treatment center with the most 
experienced doctors, we are committed to providing 

the best cancer care possible. From state-of-the-art 
equipment to cutting edge clinical trials, we are 

uniquely capable of caring for New York and beyond. 
We are a community and together,we are 

Conquering Cancer Close To Home™

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with cancer call us today.
We pledge to have all new patients see one of our physicians within 48 hours.
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Santa’s Corner returns in Whitestone 
larger-than-life christmas display back just in time for the holiday season following brief hiatus

By JeNNA BAGCAl

A Whitestone house, 
which is known to locals as 
“Santa’s Corner,” is back 
with its larger-than-life dis-
play just in time for the holi-
day season after homeowner 
Kevin Lynch took a decorat-
ing hiatus last year.

This year, Lynch was 
joined by his 15-year-old son 
Timothy, whom Kevin cites 
as his biggest motivation to 
adorn the house at 166-04 
23rd Ave. for the season.

“My son Timothy finally 
said he was gonna come out 
and help me and that was a 
big boost for me,” said Kevin 
Lynch, a retired firefighter. 
“So he pushed me and I said, 
‘Let’s go.’”

“I just missed it last year 
and I convinced him to do 
it this year,” said Timothy 
Lynch, who is currently a 
sophomore at Holy Cross 
High School in Flushing. 
Kevin Lynch added that his 
son’s friends, who have been 
coming to see the house 
since childhood, were also a 
motivating factor.

For the past 20 years, 
Kevin Lynch has been deck-
ing out his entire house 
with dazzling decorations, 
which include thousands 
of lights, playful figurines 
and a projection of Santa 
Claus sneaking past a top-
floor window. His decorat-
ing prowess even helped 
him to win ABC’s “Great 
Christmas Light Fight” 
competition in 2013.

But in 2017, Lynch de-
cided that it was time to 
take a break “to see other 
people’s Christmas displays 
that I never get to see.” He’s 
friends with “big decora-
tors” on Long Island and in 
other states and was happy 
he was able to enjoy their 
displays last year.

Lynch also cited safety 
concerns as reasons for why 
he took last Christmas off.

“The traffic was totally 
insane and 20 years doing 
this, no one’s ever gotten 
hurt, [but] there were kids 
running in the street,” said 
Lynch. “Parents weren’t 
watching their kids and I 
couldn’t control the traf-

fic. But this year, the 109th 
Precinct, the community 
affairs officer promised me 
that on the weekends he’s 
gonna have some help here, 
which is great.”

The homeowner was 
thrilled to have his son pitch 
in. He said Timothy put up 
“about half” of the decora-
tions this year, which took 
them seven weeks.

“We had a couple of bad 
days. I’m getting a little slow-
er in age and he had school, 
so he couldn’t help me until 
he got out of school.”

Timothy Lynch said 
that his favorite part of the 
house is the left side, which 
features a glass display box 
that the teen put together 
over the course of six days. 
The box contains over a 
hundred moving figurines 
that depict familiar winter 
scenes, houses and minia-
ture amusement park rides.

One of Kevin Lynch’s 
most asked questions about 
his house is how much his 
electric bill costs during the 
Christmas season.

“I’ll gladly go in and get 
it. If you see it, you pay it,” 
he said. “So in 20 years no 
one’s wanted to see the bill. 
It’s not about the money; I 
just do it.”

Lynch added that he and 
his son are not completely 
finished putting up decora-
tions and will probably be 
done by the middle of next 
week. His favorite part of 
the experience is the com-
munity aspect and seeing 
the children’s enjoyment 
every year.

“I come out and see all 
the kids and everything, 
I can’t say anything bad. 
The joy on their faces, [kids] 
running around, the com-
munity having a good time,” 
he said.

“santa’s corner” in whitestone. photos by Jenna Bagcal

timothy and Kevin lynch



Q
ueens W

eekly, D
ec. 2, 2018

11

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective November 2, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum 
deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily 
account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 
and 2.00% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for 
that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective November 2, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is 
required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS 
penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive 
the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you with 
access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

2.65%
$5,000 minimum depositum deposit

APY2

Maximum 
Money Market

2.00%
$100,000 minimum depositmum deposit

APY1

Great rates like ours are always in season.

orange to represent the 
school’s commitment to ev-
eryone feeling welcomed 
without the fear of bully-
ing,” said Robert Botero, 
director of Admissions at 
Holy Cross High School. 
“We’re here to celebrate 
each other, and not knock 
each other down.” 

The idea to begin an anti-
bullying campaign within 
the school was launched after 
a visit in October from guest 
speaker Sharon Galvin, a 
police consultant who visits 
schools to educate youth on 
the topics of internet safety, 
cyberbullying, and sexting. 

Galvin has been working 

with the school for two years 
and helps build awareness, 
according to Holy Cross 
Principal Edward Burns. 

“We wanted to keep the 
awareness in the popula-
tion about just really being 
respectful because that’s 
such a key component of 
a Holy Cross Education,” 
Burns said. 

According to Burns, the 
school will include another 
anti-bullying event in next 
year’s Spirit Week celebra-
tion, given the support and 
enthusiasm from students 
this time around. 

“For me as the school 
administrator, it was an in-
credible opportunity to see 
the school community come 
together with a commitment 
to something they want to 
make sure they’re living ev-

Continued from Page 1 

Holy Cross

Holy cross High school students, teachers, and faculty pledged to stand up against bullying by signing their names on orange 
ribbons that are attached to the gate by the main entrance of the school.  photos courtesy of Holy cross High school
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

our immigrant community, 
he was the main sponsor 
of the DREAM Act, he was 
a fighter for LGBT rights 
when nobody else would be 
there for us. He voted for 
marriage equality. He al-
ways spoke up for the little 
person, he always spoke up 
for the voiceless.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz commented on 
the fact that although Peral-
ta fell out of favor with much 
of community by defecting 
to the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference in 2017, 
paying proper respect to the 
life-long public servant now 
a top priority.

“There’s a lot of politics, 
but at the end of the day our 
families and friendships 
transcend that,” Katz said. 
“As is self-evident today, 
nobody knows our future. 
This should be a message 
to take nothing for granted 
as we move along day-to-
day. At the end of the day, 
we all want the same thing 
which is a great future for 
our family.”

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik, who served in 
the state Assembly with Per-
alta, tearfully remembered 
the late state senator as a 
close friend of his.

“He always had a smile on 
his face through some of the 
darkest moments shared po-
litically, we’d always laugh,” 
Grodenchik said outside the 
church, before turning to the 
topic of passing the DREAM 
Act. “We have an overwhelm-
ing Democratic majority in 
Albany so there’s really no 

excuses are there.”
The Independent Demo-

cratic Conference was a 
group of eight state sena-
tors who broke away from 
the mainstream Democrat-
ic Party to caucus among 
themselves and negotiated 
with Republicans to pass 
progressive legislation.

Intensely opposed by 
Democrats across the state, 
the majority of former IDC 
members, who had disband-
ed in April, were voted out 
of office in the September 

Continued from Page 1 

Peralta

pallbearers haul the casket 
containing to a hearse outside 
the church.

city councilman Barry grodenchik shares a hug with Borough 
president melinda Katz at the funeral. photos by Bruce adler

Hundreds gather outside st. Joan of arc church in Jackson Heights to mourn the loss of state 
sen. Jose peralta (inset).

Democratic primary.
Peralta was among 

them, having lost his 
seat to Jessica Ramos.

Peralta was a constant 
champion for the DREAM 
Act, for which he was a pri-
mary sponsor, and near the 
end of his life issued a reso-
lution hoping to make New 
York a sanctuary state.

There is currently a push 
led by Congressman Adri-

ano Espaillat to name the 
DREAM Act in honor of Per-
alta if it is passed and signed 
into law.

Peralta holds the honor 
of being the first Domini-
can American elected to the 
state Senate.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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WEDDING
DIRECTORY
TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661, www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049, www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.� oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrys� oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marine� orists.com
JEWELERS
BOBBY’S JEWELERS
514-81 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 745-1725
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY (631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
O�  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Paci� c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.one� nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridala� air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302



Qu
ee

ns
 W

ee
kl

y, 
De

c. 
2,

 2
01

8
14

Introducing the new TimesLedger.com, 
bringing you all Queens, all the time 

Tell us what you think of the site and what you would like included: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

TimesLedger.com is now your 
daily source for news, calendar listings, 

entertainment and photos.

• Easy to navigate design:

Read top stories from 
around the borough on 
our new homepage.

• E-mail blasts:

Sign up to get the 
news delivered to 
your e-mail every day.

• Photo slide show:

Check these out and find 
links to our YouTube and 
Vimeo video pages.

• Digital editions:

View current and recent 
editions of all seven 
TimesLedger newspapers

•Community calendar:

Find weekend activities and 
fun events for the whole 
family using our daily 
community calendar listings.

Ozanam Hall Nursing 
Home of Queens — located 
at 42-41 201 St. — played 
host to the joyous occa-
sion which was arranged 
by Joann Baumann, the 
couple’s daughter-in-law.

The couple met as chil-
dren when they both lived 
in City Island in the Bronx. 
Donald Baumann, 91, 
shared that his now 90-year-
old wife lived a few blocks 
away from his family and 
was “six months behind” 
him in grammar school.

Baumann recalled their 
youth growing up on the 
small Bronx island and said 
that they would often go 
swimming together along 
with their friends.

They started dating 
when they were about 15 
years old and married five 
years later.

“She [Ethel] was about 
the only one I ever dated, 
she came from a wonder-
ful family,” said Baumann. 
“[It’s been] very good. I don’t 
think we ever had a real se-
rious fight where one of us 

walked out or something—
nothing like that.”

In recent years, the cou-
ple has experienced deterio-
rating health issues includ-
ing a broken hip, which sent 
Ethel Baumann to Ozan-
am Hall for the past few 
months. Donald Baumann 
lives at home with a fulltime 
caretaker, according to his 
daughter-in-law who lives 
next door and is married to 
their son, Bill Baumann.

“My mother-in-law has 
had some trouble lately 
— she broke her hip and 
unfortunately dementia 
took over,” said Joann Bau-
mann. “But she still knows 
who people are and she still 
recognizes that she’s mar-
ried 70 years. We just want-

ed to celebrate the occasion 
for her and for him.”

Together the couple 
has three children, sev-
en grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren 
with the 11th due in De-
cember. Many of their 
family members live in 
Queens and Long Island 
and were present for the 
celebration.

“This is the first time I 
think that I’ve seen them all 
together.” I’m proud of them, 
they’re all great people,” 
Donald Baumann said.

When asked what his se-
cret to having a long-lasting 
marriage like theirs was, 
Donald Baumann shared 
this piece of advice: “Marry 
someone like her.”

Continued from Page 1 

Anniversary
ran in Spring Creek Park, 
not far from her home.

“It doesn’t seem like 
we’re making progress,” 
the jury wrote to Aloise in 
a note quoted in The Asso-
ciated Press. “We feel that 
we have exhausted all of 
our options.”

After Lewis’ defense 
attorneys requested a 
mistrial, Aloise granted 
the motion, saying “I’m 
inclined to believe them.” 
According to The Asso-
ciated Press, Vetrano’s 
parents appeared stunned 
and refused to comment as 
they left the Kew Gardens 
courtroom.

During its delibera-
tions, the jury asked to 
review DNA evidence that 
was found on the 30-year-
old woman’s cell phone, 
under her fingernails and 
on her neck. They also 
wanted to see Lewis’ vid-
eotaped confessions in 
which he allegedly told de-
tectives he strangled and 
beat Vetrano because he 
“just lost it” and beat and 

strangled Vetrano but did 
not molest her.

Lewis’ Legal Aid So-
ciety defense attorneys 
argued the videotaped 
confession was wrongly 
obtained and should not 
have been admissible in 
the trial.

Defense attorney Rob-
ert Moeller argued the 
case was built on circum-
stantial evidence argu-
ing that the crime scene 
was corrupted and that 
the DNA evidence was 
suspect.

“As we have said since 
day one, this case is far 
from conclusive and the 
jury’s deadlock proves 
this,” the Legal Aid So-
ciety said in a statement. 
“The death of Karina Ve-
trano is tragic and our 
hearts go out to her fam-
ily, but the rush to crimi-
nalize our client is not the 
answer nor is it justice. 
We will continue to fight 
on behalf of Chanel Lewis 
at the retrial in January.”

Vetrano left her home 
on 84th Street for a run 
Aug. 2, 2016, at about 5:30 
p.m. and never returned 
home.

A search was initiated 
that evening, and her body 
was discovered among the 
tall reeds of Spring Creek 
Park near 161st Street and 
78th Avenue.

The murder set off an 
extensive search for her 
killer that went on for 
six months without any 
solid leads. Detectives 
linked Lewis to the crime 
in February 2017 based 
on information from an 
NYPD lieutenant who had 
remembered seeing Lewis 
lurking near Spring Creek 
Park weeks before Vetra-
no was murdered.

Cops took Lewis into 
custody and obtained from 
him a DNA sample which 
was said to have matched 
genetic material found at 
the crime scene.

Lewis will remain in 
custody until his retrial. 
If convicted, he faces life 
in prison.

Robert Pozarycki con-
tributed to this report.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Vetrano

donald and ethel Baumann celebrate their 70th wedding 
anniversary. photo by Jenna Bagcal
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