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BY STEVE MOSCO

Shocked neighbors crowded 
into a street in Bayside last week 
after an argument left one wom-
an dead and one man clinging to 

life.
The woman died after an 

argument with a man in their 
shared home during what ap-
peared to be a murder and failed 
attempt at suicide, authorities 
said.

Firefighters responded to a 
call around 7:30 p.m. at 39-20 214th 
Place May 23 after neighbors saw 
smoke and smelled gasoline. Both 
victims were found in the base-
ment apartment of the two-story 
home by responding law enforce-

ment officials. 
According to police, the 

57-year-old woman, Eun Hee Sin, 
was found unconscious with an 
apparent stab wound to the neck. 
The man, 56, was discovered in 

Continued on Page 17

Cops investigate warring couple
Bayside woman dies in apparent murder-suicide but man survives: Police

B’side fi rehouse 
may return to 

chopping block
BY PHIL CORSO

 
Almost one year after city of-

ficials doused the flames caused 
by outrage over the potential 
closure of FDNY Engine Co. 306 
in Bayside, tensions may heat up 
once again.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
office is expected to release a 
list by early June similar to last 
year’s index of 20 FDNY compa-
nies being considered for closure 
to balance the budget, including 
Engine Co. 306 in Bayside, 294 
in Richmond Hill and 328 in Far 
Rockaway, according to a spokes-
man for the Uniformed Fire Offi-
cers Association.

Last year, Bloomberg tar-
geted 20 companies for closure 
for what he said would save the 
city as much as $55 million. Af-
ter a heavy community response 
through rallies and public out-
cries, the City Council reached 
an agreement with the mayor’s 
office to restore funding to the 
companies by cutting other bud-
get lines in the department.

One year later, the absence of 
such a list has left the fire officers 
group anticipating a similar out-
come. A UFOA spokesman said 
until they are led to believe other-
wise, the group will prepare to ad-
vocate for the same 20 companies 
proposed for closure last year.

Uniformed Fire Officers 
Continued on Page 17

HONORING HIS SERVICE

Bayside veteran Pat Bruno, who served as an Army Private First CLass, rides with his son Pat Brun, Jr., and grandchildren Marielle, 7 1/2, and Christopher, 11, 
during the Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade. See coverage on Pages 3, 40. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Queens becomes model 
for U.S. health survey

Pages ?-?

Tribute to 
Dee Richard

Pages 4, 5, 32
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BY PHIL CORSO

They go to school for 
more than nine months of 
the year and their work is 
usually tucked away inside 
their Bayside classrooms.

But by the end of the 
year, students at PS 159 
enter a gymnasium trans-
formed into an elaborate 
showcase of their greatest 
efforts.

The annual Celebra-
tion of Learning is a year-
end fair and nearly 10-year 
PS 159 tradition, according 
to Principal Paul Didio. The 
2011 National Blue Ribbon 
School at 205-01 33rd Ave. 
in Bayside is also only one 
of two schools  in the dis-
trict, including Bayside’s 
PS 162 John Golden, to host 
such an event.

“It’s pretty amazing to 
see all of the work on dis-
play at once,” Didio said. 
“I’m thankful that the 
school upholds the tradi-
tion.”

Upon walking into 
the school’s second-floor 
gymnasium, the school’s 
students, parents and fac-
ulty marveled at the care-
fully laid out two pieces of 
artwork from each of the 
roughly 535 students. Dif-
ferent subjects were repre-
sented throughout various 
display tables.

Michael Verso, a third-
grader at the school, walked 
proudly to his artwork on 
the back wall of the gym.

“It feels pretty good to 
show this to my friends,” 
Verso said. “This is fun.”

Chiara Scaduto teach-

es third-grade at the school 
and said she could see tan-
gible benefits from the an-
nual fair.

“You can actually see 
the outcomes in the kids’ 
faces,” Scaduto said. “It’s a 
big reward for them.”

The fair aims to repre-
sent each child at the school 
from pre-kindergarten to 
fifth-grade, according to 
teacher and Celebration 
of Learning Coordinator 
Hannah Garson.

“The children are al-
ways very proud of them-
selves and each other,” 
Garson said. “We choose 
to put such an emphasis on 
this because it builds con-
fidence and self-esteem for 
the students.”

Mock volcanoes, 3-D 
presentations of the Great 
Wall of China and time-

lines of students’ short lives 
so far were only some of the 
seemingly endless show-
cases available throughout 
the gymnasium.

Throughout the two-
day showcase, nearly 
75 family members and 
friends pass through the 
gallery, parent coordinator 
Kim Johnson said.

“For the parents, this 
is completely overwhelm-
ing at times,” Johnson 
said. “To see the work 
from beginning to end and 
to see how their children 
progressed throughout the 
year makes their day.”

After entering the 
school’s front entrance, 
signs and arrows lead the 
way up the stairs and into 
the gymnasium, teasing 
at the different subjects 
that students had studied 

throughout the year.
“We want to make sure 

the children know we’re 
proud of them, so we put a 
lot of time into it,” Garson 
said.

Garson said the facul-
ty stays after hours the day 
before the fair’s opening to 
help transform the gym.

But all the work, she 
said, always pays off in the 
end.

“It’s quite the project 
to take on for all of the fac-
ulty,” Garson said. “And 
we still do it because we’re 
always looking for ways to 
engage the students.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Crime has risen slight-

ly in the 111th Precinct, ac-
cording to police statistics, 
with the biggest recorded 
increases in robberies and 
misdemeanor assaults out 
of the seven major catego-
ries.

According to Com-
manding Officer Jason 
Huerta, the current 28-
day period ending May 20 
showed an uptick of 5 per-
cent in overall crime with 
62 recorded incidents as 
opposed to 59 in the same 
period last year. Robberies 
rose to 11 total compared 
to six last year and misde-
meanor assaults more than 
doubled to 19 compared to 
eight last year. 

No murders were re-
ported by the May 20 end 
date, according to statis-
tics, but officers were inves-
tigating an alleged murder-
suicide attempt in Bayside 
May 23 .

The robberies, the cap-
tain said, may be related to 
youth-on-youth crimes.

“We have had several 
incidents where students 
wearing high-priced head-
phones and cell phones 
have been robbed by other 
students,” Huerta said. “We 
encourage parents to ad-
here to the school’s policies 
regarding cellular phones 
and electronics or at the 
very least instruct children 
on the dangers of using 
these expensive devices in 
public.”

Huerta said the 111th 
Precinct, which covers 
Bayside, Little Neck, Doug-

laston and parts of Auburn-
dale, regularly works with 
area school officials and 
the city Department of Edu-
cation’s School Safety Divi-
sion to keep students safe.

“Student safety is a top 
priority for the 111th Pre-
cinct,” Huerta said. “We pa-
trol all of the major student 
corridors to ensure that 
children make it safely to 
and from school.”

Police statistics also 
showed a slight increase 
in grand larcenies with 36 
this year compared to last 
year’s 31 and a rise in felony 
assaults to five compared 
from the year-ago figure of 
three.

According to police sta-
tistics, burglaries dropped 
from 14 to six, but were still 
relevant to what Huerta de-
scribed as a recent rash of 
automobile break-ins.

“People continue to 

Third-grader Lia Lopez (r.) explains a timeline presentation of her life on display at PS 159’s Celebration 
of Learning. Photo by Phil Corso

Students showcase success
PS 159 celebrates school’s best work at annual year-end fair

Overall crime rises 
slightly in 111th Pct.

Overall crime is slightly up for 
Commanding Officer Jason 
Huerta at the 111th Precinct, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

Continued on Page 17
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Veterans remembered in Little Neck-Douglaston parade
Thousands take to Northern Blvd. to pay tribute to their heroes in 82nd annual holiday procession 

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Paradegoers clogged North-

ern Boulevard as residents and 
elected officials gathered Monday 
to honor veterans at the 82nd an-
nual Little Neck-Douglaston Me-
morial Day Parade. 

Beginning at Jayson Avenue 
in Great Neck, L.I., the parade 
— billed as one of the largest in 
the nation — drew thousands of 
onlookers and stretched to St. An-
astasia Church, on Alameda Bou-
levard in Douglaston.

While residents somberly re-
membered the country’s lost vets, 
parade participants loudly ex-
alted their memory with drums, 
bagpipes and patriotic overtures.

The grand marshal for the 
parade was Master Sgt. Chester 
L. Marcus Jr., of the U.S. Army 
Reserve, while Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo, Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and Borough President Helen 
Marshall served as honorary 
grand marshals.

“On behalf of all New York-

ers, I offer my deep gratitude to 
the men and women of our na-
tion’s armed services who for 
generations have defended our 
country and put their lives on the 
line so others can live in peace,” 
Cuomo said in a statement prior 

to the parade. “Memorial Day 
offers an occasion for each of us 
to commemorate and reflect on 
the tremendous sacrifice of the 
service members who lost their 
lives fighting to defend the free-
dom that we take for granted each 

day.”
Among the elected officials 

who attended were state Assem-
bly members Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows) and Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) and City Coun-
cil members Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) and Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village).

There were a number of Bay-
side residents in attendance who 
had sacrificed much of their lives 
overseas.

Sam L. Resnick, a World War 
II vet, said this year’s parade was 
the first one he had attended in 
50 years. The Bayside resident, 
a recipient of the French Legion 
of Honor medal for his efforts in 
liberating France from the Nazis, 
said he could never bring himself 
to attend parades past because of 
the traumatic memories he still 
endures.

“It is still very difficult to 
talk about or even think about 60 
years after the war,” said Resnick, 
who suffers from post-traumatic 

stress disorder to this day. “I got 
teary-eyed just thinking about it.

“But when a young man or 
woman in the military today 
comes up to me to thank me and 
to shake my hand — it is just an 
overwhelming and awesome feel-
ing.”

Resnick struck up a con-
versation with another Bayside 
veteran, Barnet Schulman. The 
two World War II heroes shared 
stories, compared medals and 
marveled at the honor bestowed 
on them by the throngs of specta-
tors.

“Anybody who served in the 
military should be proud, and 
everybody out here today should 
be proud to be American,” said 
Schulman, who saw combat in 
Normandy and the Battle of the 
Bulge. “People who didn’t serve, 
they don’t understand. But they 
should still be proud.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Col. Joyce Junior from the Army 77th Sustainment Brigade Joint Base McGuire Dix 
in Lakehurst, N.J. gets a ride from the Engine 343 from the Fire Family Transport 
Foundation. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY COLIN DEVRIES

Dolores “Dee” Richard 
was a versatile, multifac-
eted woman of the arts: an 
illustrator, a photographer 
and a journalist with a 
deep interest in the people 
and political machinations 
of the city and borough she 
loved. She died May 22 in 
her Beechhurst home at the 
age of 86, following a brief 
illness.

Known to some as “the 
queen of Queens gossip,” 
Richard devoted decades 
to chronicling the celebra-
tions and at times tribula-
tions within the political 
and social circles in New 
York City’s second-most 
populous borough.

For the last decade, 
Richard’s “Dishing with 
Dee” column appeared 
each week in TimesLedger 
Newspapers, musing on 
the political happenings 
throughout Queens — posi-
tive or otherwise — and 
garnering respect among 
the borough’s power play-
ers.

Even with her some-
times brutal honesty, 
whenever she walked into 
a room — camera and note-
book in hand — public fig-
ures rushed to greet her 
with a smile in the hopes 
of appearing in her weekly 
“Focus on Queens” photo 
page.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
chairman of the Queens 
Democratic Party, called 
her “a fixture in Queens 
politics.

“Her column was a 
must-read for all of Queens,” 
he said. “But beyond her 
many contributions to the 
community, Dee was a won-
derful person whose larger-
than-life personality will 
be missed.”

Former TimesLedger 
Newspapers Publisher 
Steven Blank said he “un-
leashed the beast” when he 
introduced Richard’s col-
umn, which New York Mag-
azine compared to the New 
York Post’s Page 6, about 10 

years ago. The magazine 
dubbed her the “Gossip 
Queens of Queens” and re-
lated the tale of a communi-
ty activist who was furious 
after Dee wrote about her 
cosmetic surgery.

“But if you’re having 
lunch with a columnist, you 
know you’re fair game,” an 
unapologetic and amused 
Richard told the magazine.

A native of Philadel-
phia, Richard started her 
career as a technical art-
ist. During World War II, 
she received a scholarship 
to attend the Academy of 
Aeronautics, now known as 
Vaughn College, in Queens, 
according to her husband, 
Jim Darmos.

After completing study 
in three-dimensional archi-
tectural drawing, she was 
hired as an illustrator by 
military aircraft contrac-
tor Sikorsky Corp. in Con-
necticut.

“She was only one of 
two women who got schol-

arships,” he said. “It was 
really just her in a man’s 
world.”

Darmos said she went 

on to illustrate some of 
the first experimental 
fixed-wing aircraft manu-
factured by Sikorsky. Her 

drawings were prominent-
ly featured in textbooks.

When the war ended, 
Darmos said Richard re-
turned to New York to at-
tend the Germain School 
of Photography, launching 
her career as a wedding — 
and later society — photog-
rapher.

Darmos met her in 
1970, at a time when she was 
balancing wedding pho-
tography with free-lance 
gigs for the New York State 
Sheriffs’ Deputies Asso-
ciation. Richard became an 
honorary New York state 
fire chief, Darmos said.

She transitioned from 
wedding photography to 
publicity and public rela-
tions for various groups 
and public figures, also op-
erating fund-raising cam-
paigns for law enforcement 
groups. At some point she 
was drawn into the politi-
cal networks of Queens.

Her journalism career 
began with photo contri-

butions to several weekly 
newspapers in Queens, 
later using her knowledge 
of the borough’s political 
circles to write a weekly 
column for TimesLedger, 
which was read by thou-
sands.

Darmos said that 
over the 40 years he had 
known her, he admired her 
strength and character.

“There are very few 
people I’ve met like her — 
with her convictions,” he 
said. “She wanted to do 
the right thing for every-
body. She believed the old-
fashioned thing that all the 
news that was fit to print, 
you print it … but it’s gotta 
be the truth.”

Her resolve shined, 
Darmos said, when she lost 
four family members in a 
single year.

“First her mother died, 
then the one son, then her 
father died and then her 
other son died .… There’s 
few people that could sur-
vive that.”

Since her death May 
22, heartfelt messages of 
praise and respect have 
poured into the TimesLedg-
er newsroom.

Roz Liston, editor of 
TimesLedger, said “Dee 
was the ultimate profes-
sional. She loved the buzz 
of the Queens political 
world and was committed 
to reporting on the movers 
and shakers in the borough 
for the paper’s readers each 
week. She brought a special 
talent and unique voice to 
the TimesLedger that will 
never be matched.”

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said “Dee’s 
dry wit, sense of humor, 
creativity and knowledge of 
Queens, its government and 
politics combined to make 
her a welcome presence ev-
erywhere she went.”

Marshall said her 
coverage of events in both 
words and pictures for sev-
eral Queens newspapers 
over the years “will be part 
of her lasting legacy.”

City Comptroller John 

Dee Richard, Queens columnist, dies at 86
TimesLedger’s revered chronicler of the county’s political life left lasting legacy for city she loved

Dee Richard with one of her two sons, Teddy, and the family boxer, Caesar, which had a penchant for channeling Little Richard on the pi-
ano, complete with howling. Photo courtesy Jim Darmos

DEE RICHARD
Photo courtesy Jim Darmos

Continued on Page 42
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Jimmy Darmos
Husband

Dee had a boxer named Caesar. He would 
sit up at the dinner table wearing a bib and 
actually eat with her. And I swear, that dog 
never dropped one kibble on the table. He 
was a person.

Mary Conaty
Flushing

Dee was able to paint a picture of the many 
events and people she covered with her 
words. She captured them and us with her 
camera, passion, personality and heart. 
She will be sorely missed.

Joseph Crowley
Queens Democratic

Party Chairman
Dee was a fi xture in Queens politics and 
the community, and her column was a 
must-read for all of Queens. She was a 
consummate professional and was always 
a pleasure to work with.

Dan Peterson
Astoria

My thoughts are with Jim and his family at 
this time. Dee was a wonderful soul and we 
always said hello to one another when we 
attended the same events. Her kindness 
and writings will be missed.

Helen Marshal
Borough President

Dee’s wry wit, sense of humor, creativity 
and knowledge of Queens, its government 
and politics, combined to make her a 
welcome presence everywhere she went.

John Watch
Flushing

Dolores “Dee” Richard has left us, but we 
will never forget her smile, her wit, her 
charm and most importantly her love for 
our community. There will never be 
another “Dishing with Dee.”

Barbara Leonardi
Floral Park

Dee Richards is and will always be an icon 
of Queens. Her tireless efforts in giving us 
the inside scoops on politics will be greatly 
missed.

Frank Padavan
Former State Senator

Throughout my years serving the local 
community and the many changes that 
came to pass, one element stayed true and 
that was the steadfast and magnanimous 
presence of Dee Richard. Wherever there 
was a story to be told, an event to be 
covered, she was always at the forefront.

Daniel Dromm
City Councilman

She helped get gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people in the news at a time 
when very few people would cover our 
community. LGBT people owe much to Dee. 
She truly enjoyed being with us and we 
loved her dearly.

Debra Markell
Whitestone

Dee was a great person. She loved life. Her 
passion was people. She was a 
good person with a big heart. 
She is a treasured friend and 
will be greatly missed! 

John Liu
City Comptroller

Feisty and funny, she deftly chronicled 
— and at times skewered — the borough’s 
political life. Most important of all, she was 
a wonderful friend.

Janet Malone
Former President, Northeast Queens 

Republican Club
Dee was a spitfi re in the truest sense of the 
term. She was everywhere. She was always 
in the middle of the action up until her very 
last day. She will be greatly missed.

Nayibe Núñez-Berger
Beechhurst

Dee wanted her coverage of events to 
refl ect the diversity of Queens and she 
went out of her way to be inclusive. Our 
deepest condolences to her husband and 
family.

Russell Targove
Fresh Meadows

Dee will be sorely missed, but I guess that 
there was a call for the best photographer 
to cover the giant concert going on up in 
heaven, starring Whitney Houston, Michael 
Jackson, Donna Summer and many other 
special guests, hosted by Dick Clark.

Gregg P. Sullivan
Former President, Bayside Village 

Business Improvement District
I can’t believe I just lost my new friend. I 
will listen for you every time I write and 
every time I’m about to address a public 
meeting, Dee.

Dan Halloran
City Councilman

She inspired and enlivened all who knew 
her .... Her light will never truly go out. 
Godspeed, Dee.

(Photos (l.-r.) Two old friends reminiscing on Nettie Mayersohn’s long public service to the community; Bob Sperenza (l. to r.), Dee Richard, Frank Skala, Dan Halloran and John Casey; and Debbie Markell, Scott 
Stringer, Dee Richard and Matt Silverstein. Photos by Dee Richard

(Photos [l.-r.]) Janet Malone, Myra Baird Herce, Dee Richard (back), Debbie Markell and Joann DeMartino; Barry Kleinert, Dee Richard, Jim Darmos, Joann Di Martino (back), Debbie Markell, Roz Edelstein, Nettie 
Mayersohn, Myra Baird-Herce and Chuck Wade; and Frank Padavan and Dee Richard. Photos by Dee Richard

More photos
PAGE 32

A borough remembers its intrepid reporter
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Astoria Pool is one of 
five Queens sites that 
missed out on thou-
sands of dollars in 
funding from Partners 
in Preservation.

  Make your

   Attic         more

         Bearable
When you cool your attic with a Solar Star attic 
fan, you’ll cool your air conditiontioning bills too

NYC Daylighting, Inc.
Solatube Premier Dealer
(718) 757-2568

Visit:
nycdaylighting.com
for more information

Special Offer
$650

INSTALLED

No electricity needed

Decreases utility costs

Reduces buildup of heat & moisture

Fights mold and fungal decay

Prevents ice damming

Reduces damaging condensation

Have a great photo of your pet?

Queens Critters Contest
Submit your picture to our

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@gmail.com.  Please include 
your full name, the neighborhood where you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending 
a photo, you acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and otherwise in 
accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may be included in an on-line gallery on the 
www.TimesLedger.com website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo to be 
published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that violate our Terms of Use will not be 
accepted or considered for publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Landmarked sites in 

Queens missed out on a 
large chunk of funding af-
ter a preservation contest 
did not go the borough’s 
way, but there is still more 
money to be had.

The committee for the 
Partners in Preservation, 
a citywide contest aimed at 
disseminating $3 million of 
financial support to protect 
significant sites, will award 
two sites in Brooklyn and 
two in the Bronx after an 
online vote.

The four sites were 
chosen out of 40 historic 
places across the city.

Five Queens sites 
were in the running for the 
funds, but did not garner 
enough votes. But all hope 
is not lost as the Queens 
sites — the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum, the 
Queens County Farm Mu-
seum, the Flushing Town 
Hall building, Astoria 
Park’s Pool and the Rock-
et Thrower sculpture in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park — still have a chance 
at funding.

After giving funds to 
the winners, the contest 
committee intends to take a 

look at the remaining sites 
and announce grants from 
the remaining $2.1 million 
next month, depending on 
voting results and project 
needs.

Michael Cogswell, 
director of the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum, al-
ready knows exactly where 
those funds will go if his 
museum is lucky enough to 
receive the grant.

“There is a beautiful 
Japanese-style garden at-
tached to the house and 
there has been very little 
work done on it since Mr. 
Armstrong installed it in 
the 1970s,” said Cogswell. 
“It is showing its age and 
we would use the funds to 
restore it.”

The Louis Armstrong 
House Museum in Corona, 
a National Historic Land-
mark and a city landmark, 
sits virtually unchanged 
since Armstrong and his 
wife Lucille called it home. 
The couple purchased the 
house, at 34-56 107th St., in 
1943 and lived in it for their 
entire lives. Armstrong 
died in 1971; his wife in 
1983.

“When you’re in the 
house, you get the sensa-
tion that Mr. and Mrs. Arm-

strong just stepped out for a 
minute and they’ll be right 
back,” said Cogswell. “The 
house is our main program, 
but we also have the world’s 
largest archive for a single 
jazz musician.

Cogswell said the 
Armstrong House feels 
privileged to be one of the 
40 city sites considered for 
the funding, as that num-
ber was whittled down from 
close to 400. He also said 
the museum led all other 
Queens sites in votes.

He said he hopes the 
museum will win the re-
maining funds, but he also 
believes every historic site 
should be kept and pro-
tected in order to preserve 
cultural and historical sig-
nificance.

“Once it’s gone, it’s 
gone forever,” he said, add-
ing that landmarks can 
be an incredible source of 
revenue for the city. “Once 
a site is destroyed or falls 
into disrepair, you can nev-
er get it back again.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Flushing Town Hall eyes
leftover city grant funds 
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We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

   Hunter Douglas
 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

1 Luminette® 
Privacy Sheer or 
Modern Drapery

$100 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

2 Pirouette® 
Window Shadings

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

BUY PLUSSAVE
$100*

$100*

$100*
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Buy more, save more with these elegant 
light-diffusing window fashions, now through 
June 17. Plus, get a free LiteRise® cordless 
lifting system upgrade with your purchase 
of Silhouette® Window Shadings.

Pirouette® Window Shadings Luminette® Privacy Sheers and Modern Draperies

*  Manufacturer’s rebate and upgrade offers valid for qualifying purchases made 4/3/2012 – 6/17/2012. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase 
less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. 
All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 30, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

The Administration, Faculty, and Staff
of

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL

Congratulate the Class of 2012
and especially

Victor Benavides
Valedictorian

Edward Roscigno
Salutatorian

Best wishes for a bright and successful future!

Father Walter E. Jenkins, C.S.C., Ed.D.      Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi
       President          Principal

Educating the hearts and minds of young men for 57 years!
26-20 Francis Lewis Blvd Flushing, NY 11358

(718) 886-7250
www.holycrosshs.org

POLICE 

Blotter

Police respond to 41st Avenue off the corner of Bell Boulevard at about 1:45 a.m. May 23 after a vehi-
cle struck a parked van, slammed into 7-Eleven and then fled the scene. Photo by Christina Santucci

COLLEGE POINT — A woman who 
left her car unattended in her driveway 
just long enough to go inside for a coat had 
it stolen, police said.

On May 21 at about 8 p.m., the woman 
told police her 2011 Dodge Charger was 

parked in the driveway of her home, near 
the corner of 151st Street and 7th Avenue, 
according to the NYPD.

After she went inside for a few minutes 
to grab a jacket, she walked back out the 
door to find her car missing, police said.

OAKLAND LAKE — The body of a 
21-year-old Queensborough Community 
College student was spotted floating in 
Oakland Lake early Monday morning after 
an apparent suicide, the NYPD said.

The man’s name was withheld, police 
said, out of sensitivity for his family.

According to police, a man spotted the 

body floating by while he was fishing in 
the lake shortly after 8 a.m. There were no 
signs of violence and the officers were un-
able to identify how long the body was in 
the water, police said.

The dead man was wearing a light-col-
ored shirt and dark pants, police said.

FLUSHING — A man had his Dell lap-
top stolen after he left it sitting inside his 
car all day, police said.

The man parked his car near the cor-
ner of 146th Street and 25th Road at about 

7:30 a.m. earlier this month.
About 11 hours later, he returned to 

find his laptop and all other property in the 
car gone, police said.

COLLEGE POINT — Two alleged 
prowlers knocked over the house of an 
81-year-old man in College Point this 
month, the NYPD said, and they were both 
under the age of 16.

On May 15, a resident who lives near 
the corner of 151st Street and 17th Avenue 
called the man to tell him that his back 
door was left open, police said.

When the man returned to his house 
in the evening, he discovered that the sec-

ond floor of his house had been ransacked 
and multiple watches, cash and jewelry 
was missing, police said.

Witnesses reported seeing two young 
males entering into the man’s yard, and 
police later arrested two boys, aged 14 and 
15, and charged them with burglary, police 
said.

The youngsters’ names were not re-
leased due to their ages.

Car stolen after woman leaves it unattended

Man finds dead body of another in lake: Police

Laptop among items stolen from man’s car

Two teens broke into and burgled house: Cops
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BY JOE ANUTA

Queens played a cru-
cial role in giving the entire 
country its annual health 
checkup this month.

Part of the most thor-
ough and comprehensive 
health survey in the coun-
try took place inside four 
large trailers parked at 
Queens Hospital Center, 
at 82-68 164th St., where 
residents had nearly every 
aspect of their bodies and 
diets recorded and put into 
a database that is used to 
track the rise and fall of dis-
eases and the overall eating 
habits of Americans.

It is called the Nation-
al Health and Nutrition Ex-
amination Survey, and it is 
funded by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

“NHANES serves as 
the nation’s ‘health check-
up,’” said Thomas Frieden, 
the centers’ director. “The 
survey is a unique resource 
for health information, and 
without it we would lack 

important knowledge about 
major health conditions.”

About 5,000 partici-
pants in the survey are se-
lected to mirror the popula-
tion of the entire country, 
including race and ethnic-
ity — which is why Queens 
is a logical stop for the rov-
ing team of medical profes-
sionals who visit 15 coun-
ties every year.

“This is a gold mine 
for us,” said Jacque De-
Matteis, a study manager. 
“If it’s on our green Earth, 
we can probably find it in 
Queens.”

Volunteers who were 
selected came to the park-
ing lot of Queens Hospital 
Center to get blood work 
done and have their teeth 
and body fat examined. 
Through a touch-screen 
computer program, they 
anonymously disclosed 
their sexual habits, alcohol 
and tobacco use.

In one room, as Cris-
tina Carrion-Tepus was 
recalling everything she 
ate over the last 24 hours, 

a table full of various-sized 
bowls and glasses were 
there to help her remember 
portion sizes.

Babies are measured 
with the precision of a mi-
crometer, and some par-
ticipants wore physical 
activity monitors for days 
to track how many calories 
their bodies burned.

All the information 
is complied as a set of raw 
data — a document that 
might seem overwhelming 
to anyone outside of the 
medical field — but one of 
the most important tools 
for health researchers, ac-
cording to DeMatteis.

In the past, doctors 
were able to correlate el-
evated lead levels in blood 
samples to health problems, 
which caused the metal 
to be removed from paint, 
gasoline and soda cans, she 
said.

Other researchers 
used the data to analyze the 
diets of pregnant women 
who had babies with birth 
defects. The data showed a 

relationship between low 
levels of folic acid and the 
defects.

The data have been col-
lected for 50 years, which 
enables convenient com-
parisons to be made to the 
health of Americans dating 
back to the 1970s.

Charts from the agency 
continue to show an alarm-
ing rise in diabetes, and 
a shift away from healthy 
foods for the country’s chil-
dren. For example, from 
1977 to 2001, the average 
intake of pizza for children 
aged 6 to 11 has increased 
by 425 percent, while that 
of vegetables has decreased 
43 percent.

The research is public-
ly available and computer-
based and also determines 
growth charts for children.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Eric Tolliver, chief medical technologist at the mobile center, opens a refrigerator full of blood samples. Photo by Joe Anuta

James Hines stands in front of his home, an RV parked on the 
streets of Queens. Photo by Joe Anuta

 Living the life of Riley
on four wheels in boro

BY JOE ANUTA

James Hines always 
wanted to have a motor 
home of his own, but in-
stead of going on camping 
trips in the woods, he has 
used it to live on the streets 
of Queens rent-free for the 
last eight years.

“I’ve got everything 
an apartment has except 
space,” he said. “It’s a full 
home on wheels.”

Hines, who asked that 
his exact location not be re-
vealed, has lived in the bor-
ough most of his life.

For 20 years he rented 
an apartment in Pomonok 
Houses while he worked 
as a vending machine me-
chanic. In 2004, he paid 
$7,000 for his RV, fulfilling 
a longtime dream.

“I planned on this a 
long time ago. I used to go 
camping every week,” he 
said.

On those trips, Hines 
would see other campers 
pull up in their motor-
homes, and he wanted in 
the club as well.

“I said, ‘One day I am 
going to get one of those,’” 
Hines said.

But things did not turn 
out exactly how he envi-
sioned.

The purchase of the 
recreational vehicle was 
more of an emergency than 
the result of a carefully or-
chestrated plan.

That year he lost his 
job and could not afford to 
pay rent, Hines said.

He was faced with liv-

ing on the streets, bouncing 
in and out of homeless shel-
ters, or tweaking his RV 
dreams to accommodate an 
inconvenient reality.

He opted for the latter 
and scraped together his 
savings to purchase the 
mighty machine, which 
has lasted for nearly a de-
cade and taught Hines a 
thing or two about what he 
can do without. Hines has 
two beds, a stove, a micro-
wave and a refrigerator in 
his home.

During the winter, he 
has to turn off the heat at 
night to avoid any potential 
fire hazards, which means 
any standing water freezes 
and he awakes in some-
thing that more closely re-
sembles a meat locker each 
morning.

For the most part, 
Hines lives a solitary ex-
istence, although he has a 
sister who lives in Ozone 
Park.

But he has learned to 
adapt.

To make enough mon-
ey to pay for the gas and 
propane that power the 
recreational vehicle, Hines 
collected scrap metal for 
several years and sold it to a 
company in Willets Point.

When asked how he 
copes with the various 
hardships that come from 
living on the side of a road, 
he often answers with a ca-
sual shrug, as if the incon-
veniences are a small price 
to pay for the freedom of liv-
ing off the grid.

CDC tests health of Queens
Agency uses boro diversity as way to gauge eating habits of country

Continued on Page 42
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Bill properties separately if on 2 tax lots

A
ccording to state 
law, property own-
ers are required to 
pay property taxes 

whether or not they receive 
a bill. While it is a hom-
eowner’s responsibility to 
ensure that property taxes 
are paid, there is something 
unfair about the situation I 
am about to explain.

There are homeown-
ers whose properties sit on 
two tax lots, but they are 
not aware of this. As long 
as there is a mortgage on 
the property, the bank pays 
taxes for both lots: the lot 
with an actual address, 

where the house is, and the 
empty lot, where the drive-
way or the backyard is.

It is not a problem un-
til you have satisfied your 
mortgage. At that point, the 
city Finance Department 
sends a bill for the lot with 
the physical address. The 
other lot without a house or 
building has no physical ad-
dress and the homeowner 
does not receive a bill. This 
can go on for years until the 
property goes onto the lien 
sale list.

On the 30-day lien list 
for Queens, there are 231 
properties without physical 

addresses. Of these proper-
ties, three are within Com-
munity Board 8. Our office 
was able to research and 
find the property owner’s 
address and sent notices.

What about the others? 
Many of these property 
owners may not know they 
stand to lose their invest-
ment. This problem could 
be alleviated if the home-
owners’ mailing addresses 
were included in addition 
to the real estate billing ad-
dress for the empty lot. The 
Finance Department could 
require that the property 
owners fill out a form ac-

knowledging the purchase 
of a property on two tax lots 
and that separate taxes will 
be billed.

It would be beneficial 
to the city, which will col-
lect taxes in a timely fash-
ion, and the property own-
ers, who would not have to 
face a huge bill for years of 
unpaid taxes.

Marie Adam-Ovide
District Manager

Community Board 8
Hollis

GOSSIP QUEEN OF 
QUEENS

On May 22, TimesLedger Newspapers lost a member 
of the family. Delores “Dee” Richard, who worked as a pho-
tographer and columnist for our newspapers for a decade, 
died after a brief illness.

Her “Dishing with Dee” column and “Focus on 
Queens” photo page offered an insider’s view on the po-
litical happenings throughout the borough. She attended 
almost every high-profile dinner and political meeting 
in the county. She knew every elected official from the 
borough president and members of Congress to the heads 
of neighborhood organizations — and they all knew and 
liked her.

Dee was 86 when she died, but despite her years and 
personal challenges, including the deaths of her two sons, 
Dee was never old. With a camera dangling around her 
neck and her ear to a cellphone, she loved the work she did 
and it showed. When she came into the newsroom, she was 
as full of life and as enthusiastic as the youngest reporter.

Her influence stretched beyond Queens into the rest 
of the city and Nassau County. After the editor of a Nas-
sau newspaper asked Dee to shoot a fund-raiser for him in 
Great Neck, L.I., he was prepared to introduce her to the 
public figures at the event.

But as soon as she walked in the door, he realized Dee 
knew more of the swells in the room than he did as they 
greeted her.

Since her death, condolences have poured in from all 
corners. U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley, chairman of the Queens 
Democratic Party, called her “a fixture in Queens politics” 
and said her column was a “must-read for all of Queens.”

We were surprised to learn from her husband, Jim 
Darmos, that during World War II she studied aeronau-
tical illustration and worked for Sikorsky Corp. in Con-
necticut.

After the war, she enrolled in a photography school, 
launching a career as a wedding photographer. Along the 
way she became an honorary state fire chief and even took 
a course as an auctioneer in Tennessee.

Dee was an amazing woman who lived life to the full-
est despite her personal travails. Less than 24 hours before 
she died, Dee drove to TimesLedger’s offices and asked one 
of the editors to come downstairs to collect her photos for 
the week because she felt ill.

She never missed a deadline and her last contribu-
tions to the paper would be no different. Dee left a legacy at 
TimesLedger and in Queens that will never be matched.
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READERS WRITE

More must be done to combat auto insurance fraud
Q

ueens residents are 
plagued with high 
taxes, high home 
foreclosures and 

high auto insurance rates 
— all making it hard to 
make ends meet, whether 
they are hardworking 
middle-class folks trying to 
raise a family or seniors on 
fixed incomes.

High taxes are the re-
sult of years of excessive 
spending and a failure to 
prioritize. High foreclo-
sure rates are the result of 
a myriad of factors, includ-
ing the Obama economy 
and bad loans. We need to 
address these problems and 
implement common-sense 
legislation to enable us to 
control public spending 

and get the private sector 
economy moving again.

High auto insurance 
premiums in Queens result 
from a number of factors, 
including Queens having 
been the auto theft capital 
of the nation and rampant 
auto insurance fraud. The 
NYPD has taken great 
strides in tackling fraud, 
and I commend it for its ef-
forts. We need to support 
the NYPD with resources 
and, where it makes sense, 
enhancements to the penal 
code. This requires legisla-
tive action.

Auto insurance fraud 
literally costs New Yorkers 
more than a billion dollars 
a years. While the financial 
cost is shocking, even more 

troublesome is that this 
activity feeds organized 
crime and endangers life 
and limb.

Too often tragedy must 
strike for our state Legis-
lature to act, and tragedy 
strikes when it comes to 
auto insurance fraud. For 
instance, a 71-year-old 
grandmother was killed in 
Queens in 2003 as a result 
of a staged auto accident. 
Alice Ross was on her way 
to her daughter’s house 
when she was intention-
ally struck from behind by 
a vehicle carrying three 
men looking to stage an ac-
cident.

The impact forced 
her off the road, where 
she struck a tree and was 

killed. The three perpetra-
tors were taken to a medical 
center, where they feigned 
an assortment of injuries 
in order to collect on phony 
injury claims.

Too often women and 
elderly drivers are targeted 
for these accidents by auto 
insurance scammers.

The state Senate re-
cently, on the ninth an-
niversary of Ross’ death, 
passed legislation S.1685. 
Sen. James Seward’s (R-
Oneonta) bill would es-
tablish a new felony-level 
crime of staging a motor 
vehicle accident.

A person who oper-
ates a car and intentionally 
causes a collision with in-
tent to commit insurance 

fraud would now face the 
charge of staging a motor 
vehicle accident. It would 
be a class D felony, punish-
able by up to seven years in 
prison.

Another passed mea-
sure, S.4507B, would enable 
insurance companies to ret-
roactively cancel policies 
taken out by people who 
commit fraud. This will 
take away the incentive for 
committing these crimes.

The Republican-con-
trolled Senate has also 
passed legislation — S.2004 
— that would make the 
use of runners illegal in 
New York. A “runner” is 
a person who steers sham 
patients to participate in 
insurance fraud, thereby 

driving up premiums for 
everyone.

It is time the Demo-
cratic-controlled state As-
sembly take action on these 
bills and help safeguard 
the lives and property of 
Queens residents. Doing 
so will help bring down in-
surance premiums, tackle 
crime and help make our 
streets safer.

Juan D. Reyes
President

American Eagle 
Republican Club

Forest Hills Gardens

Government must follow the rules

I 
want to thank state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
for his concern and ac-
tion on behalf of his 

constituents regarding the 
rules and regulations for 
placing refuse out for col-
lection. Citizens may be 
fined if they place refuse 
out for collection before 5 
p.m. from May to Septem-
ber and before 4 p.m. from 
October to April.

In response to my let-
ter and other complaints, 
Avella indicated that the 
city Sanitation Depart-

ment ignored the City Ad-
ministration Procedure 
Act’s requirements prior to 
implementing the rules re-
garding refuse collection.

Sanitation failed to 
comply with the rule-mak-
ing process by not publish-
ing the policy and giving 
notice to the public, never 
holding a public hearing, 
never filing for publication 
in the compilation of city 
rules and never publishing 
in the City Record a state-
ment of basis and purpose.

This situation is an ex-

ample of what Americans 
hate about government: 
oppressive bureaucratic 
coerciveness, unrestrained 
fervor to modify behavior, 
attempts to raise revenues 
at every opportunity and 
lack of accountability.

I support Avella’s com-
mitment to achieve a proper 
resolution in this matter.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

Show teachers in U.S. respect

A
fter celebrating 
National Teacher 
Appreciation Week 
May 7-11, we need 

to show appreciation for all 
teachers across the United 
States.

Teachers work hard un-
der a myriad of conditions, 
ranging from overcrowded 
classrooms to dealing with 
discipline problems, lack 

of classroom instructional 
materials and sometimes 
difficult parents and non-
supportive administrators 
and supervisors.

Also, teachers strive 
to help each student reach 
their full potential, and 
that is not an easy task. 
Our teachers deserve the 
highest respect and need 
to be treated with the pro-

fessionalism they deserve. 
They also need to be paid a 
fair and livable salary.

Let us salute our teach-
ers every day and thank 
them for all they do for the 
students in our country.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LPC must landmark Brinckerhoff
An open letter to Rob-

ert Tierney, chairman of the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission:

O
n behalf of the board 
of directors of the 
Bayside Historical 
Society, I am writ-

ing to express our desire 
that the LPC designate the 
historic Brinckerhoff Cem-
etery in Fresh Meadows as 
an official city landmark.

This cemetery should 
have been landmarked 
long ago. It is the final rest-
ing place of scores of early 
Dutch colonials, with some 
burials dating back to the 
1600s. It is a rare histori-
cal artifact and precious 
to the integrity of our com-
munity.

The current attempt to 
de-calendar the Brincker-
hoff Cemetery and develop 
two homes on the property 

is an absolute disgrace. 
To desecrate the graves 
of those who are interred 
there is an abomination of 
all that is good and decent. 
Civic groups and leaders 
from around the area and 
Queens are up in arms 
about the current situation 
and demand action to have 
the site protected and pre-
served.

It has been calendared 
for 12 years. Not only is it 
time to reject any attempts 
to de-calendar, but it is 
time to commit to grant 
full landmark status. The 
BHS occupies one of the 
most beautiful and iconic 
landmarks in the city: the 
Officers Club at Fort Tot-
ten. We are also caretakers 
of the Lawrence Cemetery, 
which, like the Officers 
Club, is a city landmark.

The Lawrence Cem-

etery had a similar mishap 
in its history. It was mis-
takenly claimed and sub-
sequently sold by the city. 
Only through the diligent 
work of the Bayside civic 
community was this hor-
rendous action reversed 
and the burial site of more 
than 100 early residents of 
Bayside saved from des-
ecration and destruction.

Similarly, the city 
should move to fix its mis-
take by purchasing the 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery 
property, which would be 
spearheaded through capi-
tal funding via local elected 
officials, thus making sure 
it is protected forever.

Paul DiBenedetto
President

Bayside Historical Society
Bayside
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CELEBRATION 2012
An Evening of Song & Laughter

Irene Failenbogen
Spanish-Ladino Singer

Modi
Sensational Comedian

Cantor Moti Fuchs
Singing From His Heart

With: HJC Youth Choir

SUNDAY, JUNE 3 @ 7:15PM
HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER

183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366
HillcrestNews@aol.com • www.HillcrestJC.org

For Tickets: Call 718-380-4145 OR at the door prior to Showtime
$30 General Seating • $40 & $60 Reserved Seats ($100 - VIP w/ dinner)*

$15 Students (w/ ID)
*Children under 12 – one FREE ticket with purchase of each Reserved Seat

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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BY PHIL CORSO

They are more than 
halfway to their goal, but 
members of the Queensbor-
ough Community College 
Fund’s Edge for Success 
campaign still have a ways 
to go.

The group launched 
the public phase of its 
fund-raising campaign at 
Douglaston Manor, at 63-20 
Marathon Pkwy., to provide 
students with the resources 
needed to sustain a college 
education.

“The mission is to 
serve both the students and 
the community,” said Diane 
B. Call, interim president 
of the college. “The purpose 
of launching this fund-rais-
ing campaign is to support 
what we do.”

The foundation has 
already raised $21 million 
through what it called a 
silent campaign, according 
to Edge for Success Chair-
woman Charlene Prounis. 
The foundation set out to 
raise $25 million by 2015.

Prounis, a 1976 gradu-
ate of QCC, said by provid-
ing students with scholar-
ships to stay in school, the 
investment goes beyond 

their graduations as they 
become active members of 
the community.

“Queensborough Com-
munity College helps build 
the American Dream,” 
Prounis said.

Dr. Daniel Marcus, 
who serves on the ACC 
Fund’s board of directors, 
said the money raised was 
well worth the wait and 
would go toward meaning-
ful programs and projects.

“This money will be 
put to work,” Marcus said. 
“It’s a great bargain for 
one’s fund-raising dollar.”

According to Prounis, 
Edge for Success exists to 
provide enriched learn-
ing experiences to QCC 
students through scholar-
ships, allowing them to 
stay in school and complete 
their degrees.

“At the end of the day, 
this money becomes that 
little dab of grease that 
makes the wheels continue 
to roll,” said Mark Kupfer-
berg, chairman of the QCC 
Fund.

Chika Ugbala received 
a merit scholarship to study 
health sciences at the col-
lege and said it was crucial 
to her ability to obtain an 

education.
“Without this gener-

ous scholarship, I could not 
help others as the college 
helped me,” Ugbala said.

The campaign also 
supports faculty research 
as well as the college’s cul-
tural institutions, such as 
the Kupferberg Holocaust 
Resource Center, art gal-
lery and performing arts 

center. The money will also 
be dispersed throughout 
the college’s 17 academic de-
partments, the college said.

“I see a great diversity 
of talent from the students,” 
said Dr. Arthur Flug, execu-
tive director of the college’s 
Harriet and Kenneth Kup-
ferberg Holocaust Resource 
Center and Archives.

The students’ schol-

arships are not given out 
based on financial need, 
but on merit, according to 
QCC Vice President for In-
stitutional Advancement 
Rosemary Sullivan Zins.

Sullivan Zins said 
the initial fund-raising 
campaign started in 1999 
through a larger City Uni-
versity of New York cam-
paign and has since raised 

more than $21 million 
through private donations. 
She said the group hoped 
to collect the remaining $4 
million through public do-
nations.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Dr. Arthur Flug (at podium) explains how scholarships made pos-
sible through the Edge for Success campaign benefit students at 
Queensborough Community College. Photo by Phil Corso

QCC campaign starts scholarship fund’s public phase

facebook.com/timesledger

Get your Queens news on Facebook:
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Avella gives kudos to four vets for Memorial Day
BY REBECCA HENELY

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) honored four 
veterans of World War II 
and the Vietnam War at his 
office last Thursday in an-
ticipation of Memorial Day.

While two of the hon-
orees were unable attend, 
Avella said he was glad to 
recognize the veterans with 
Senate resolutions, pre-
sented at his district office 
at 38-50 Bell Blvd. The four 
former military members 
came from across the bor-
ough and were nominated 
to receive the recognition 
by the heads of their veter-
ans organizations.

“It’s a privilege to do it 
because we don’t do enough 
for our veterans,” Avella 
said.

Two of the honorees 
came from the Whitestone 
VFW Post No. 4787 and 
served in World War II. 
Flushing resident Loretta 
Weiss, who could not make 
the ceremony due to an ill-
ness, was recognized for 

serving in the U.S. Army 
from 1942-45. Five years 
later, Weiss returned to 
duty as a supply sergeant 
and performed confidential 

prep clearance in the Kore-
an and Vietnam wars until 
she was discharged in 1975.

Frank Peloso, a for-
mer post commander of 

the Whitestone VFW, was 
also acknowledged for his 
service in the U.S. Air 
Force during World War 
II. Peloso, who served from 

1939-45, participated in low-
flying combat air drops in 
China, Burma and India.

Peloso said he was 18 
when he entered the ser-
vice and he was glad to be 
remembered for Memorial 
Day.

“I was very proud,” 
Peloso said of serving, “and 
I was very happy to be able 
to help out my country.”

From the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Queens 
Chapter No. 32, Middle Vil-
lage resident Thomas Corb-
in, who could not attend due 
to a family illness, received 
recognition for his time in 
the war with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps from 1962-66. He 
was a field radio operator at 
the time of his discharge.

The other recipient 
from Chapter No. 32 was 
Paul Feddern, a Forest 
Hills resident who served 
in the U.S. Army from April 
1967 to December 1968 in 
the Vietnam War. He was 
humble upon getting the 
resolution.

“We are by far not 

the heroes,” Feddern said. 
“The soldiers that have giv-
en their lives, they’re the 
heroes.”

Chapter No. 32 Presi-
dent Paul Narson, who nom-
inated Corbin and Feddern 
and accepted the award on 
behalf of Corbin, praised 
both former soldiers.

“Without them, I 
wouldn’t be the president,” 
Narson said. “One’s my left 
arm, the other’s my right 
arm and they’re worthy of 
these awards.”

Avella said while he 
tries to recognize the na-
tion’s veterans for Memo-
rial Day and Veterans Day 
on Nov. 11, he believes what 
veterans did for the United 
States should be remem-
bered every day. 

“These are individuals 
who gave up their life at one 
point to go out and defend 
liberty,” he said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

BY JOE ANUTA

Next month a Catholic orga-
nization is giving out a National 
Peacemaker Award to a Queens 
rabbi who might have seemed like 
an odd pick when he was hired 
from Nebraska to take the helm 
of the Free Synagogue of Flush-
ing in 2008.

On June 3, Pax Christi, a na-
tional Catholic organization dedi-
cated to promoting peace and non-
violence, will dole out its National 
Peacemaker Award  to Rabbi Mi-
chael Weisser, who was selected 
by the Flushing synagogue from 
a vastly different work environ-
ment in Lincoln, Neb.

 For instance, the population 
of Queens is 10 times that of Lin-
coln, and the rabbi came to the 
most diverse area in the entire 
world from a city that is 86 per-
cent white, according to the 2010 
Census. 

But with Weisser’s lifelong 
propensity to reach out to people 
of different faiths, it is actually a 
wonder it took him so long to get 

here.
“All religions, in my view, 

are aspects of one religion,” Weis-
ser said in a recent interview, an 
opinion that has attracted criti-
cism as well as accolades. “I think 
it’s just common sense. None of us 
have all the answers.”

Weisser attracted the eye of 
Pax Christi for his help in plan-
ning the Interfaith Unity Walk in 
Queens, an annual stroll through 
the borough with stops at houses 
of worship of many religions. Out 
of that walk, Weisser had the idea 
of creating an interfaith council 
of Queens, a body that exists in 
other boroughs.

“I thought it would be nice if 
we could do something more than 
once a year,” he said.

The council is still in its 
planning stages, but interfaith 
outreach is something that has al-
ways come naturally to Weisser.

The rabbi recalls the day 
his views on interfaith relations 
were solidified: He was sitting in 
a planetarium  as a picture of the 
Milky Way appeared overhead.

A voice filled the room, de-
scribing the galaxy as one of hun-
dreds of billions of such galaxies 
in the known universe. A beam 
of light traveling at 186,000 miles 
per second would take 120,000 
years to cross it at its narrowest 
point.

“Part of these religions is be-
lieving in a god who created that,” 
he said. “How could that creator 
possibly be Jewish, Christian, 

Muslim, Hindu, etc.? How could 
that possibly be?”

Weisser believes that God is 
so enormous that there are myr-
iad ways to try and comprehend 
what is going on. Weisser accepts 
nearly all faiths as valid forms of 
worship, provided that they do not 
cause physical or mental harm to 
anyone they disagree with.

But that does not mean he 
agrees with everything they do, 

especially in Judaism.
“The ultra-Orthodox and I 

disagree on almost everything,” 
he said.

But Weisser is famed for his 
ability to accept others.

He once converted a grand 
dragon of the Ku Klux Klan, who 
had been threatening his family 
in Nebraska , and was named per-
son of the year by the Nebraska 
National Association of the Ad-
vancement of Colored People and 
Man of the Year by the Nebraska 
American Civil Liberties Union.

He held a coat drive in his 
synagogue that catered toward a 
largely Muslim crowd and drove 
scared Muslim women to work in 
the wake of 9/11.

He currently gives free space 
to a Chinese dance troupe in his 
synagogue and teaches medita-
tion with roots in Hinduism.

“We do formalized stretches 
and end it by saying, ‘Namaste,’” 
he said. “Does that make me less 
Jewish or more open?”

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) honored World War II veteran Frank Peloso and others before Memorial Day 
last week. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Flushing Rabbi honors all faiths in boro that has many

A Catholic organization is set to present Rabbi Michael Weisser with a peace-
maker award. Photo by Joe Anuta
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At 10:37 pm,  
she needs the 
extra special 
attention, not 
just the x-ray.

Open 365 days a year
  

Monday - Friday: 5PM - Midnight
Weekends & Holidays: Noon - Midnight

No appointment necessary

Short wait times

Most insurance plans accepted

Patients thru age 21

www.pmpediatrics.com

At Bayside’s kid-friendliest alternative to the ER, 
your child will spend less time waiting for care and 
more time getting the extra attention she needs. 

PM Pediatrics, an award-winning provider of after-hours 
urgent care, is staffed by Pediatric Emergency Specialists 
who have special training in treating children in urgent situations 
while minimizing pain and unnecessary tests.  Our commitment 
is to provide quality care when you need it, where you need 
and how you need it. And with short wait times, we’ll help 
your child get back to feeling all better a lot sooner.

210-31 26th Avenue  
(Bay Terrace Shopping Center) 

Bayside, NY 11360
 

718-747-KIDS
5  4  3  7
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Whitestone WWII vet retains fl ower power even at 90
BY JOE ANUTA

Red poppies are sold by vet-
erans to commemorate all the sol-
diers who have died since World 
War I, and at 90 years old Whit-
estone resident Jack Lombardi 
has been pedaling the flowers for 
about half his life.

The World War II vet is a fix-
ture at the Whitestone Shopping 
Center, where for 45 years he has 
consistently parked himself at 
a small table there, bringing a 
packed lunch.

“I know I’m doing it for a 
good cause,” Lombardi said. “But 
I’m also doing it for my buddies. 
That’s the main thing.”

Lombardi served in the U.S. 
Navy for three years during World 
War II, where he was stationed in 
the Pacific Theater aboard the re-
pair vessel USS Jason.

Many of his friends have not 
enjoyed the longevity the spright-
ly grandfather has, but he contin-
ues to sell the poppies to honor 
both them and his fellow vets.

“It helps the vets and, in our 
post, we have a lot of old men who 
have Social Security but no pen-

sion,” Lombardi said.
Lombardi joined the VFW’s 

Whitestone Post 4787after he re-
turned home from the war. He 
married his wife and moved to 

what he said was, at the time, the 
countryside of Whitestone. He 
raised five children and worked 
for the New York City Transit 
Authority for 30 years before re-

tiring.
But that has not slowed him 

down.
On Friday, Lombardi was 

preparing to head to Citi Field, 
which he calls Shea Stadium 
purely out of habit, to sell poppies, 
an international symbol of fallen 
soldiers.

During the Second Battle of 
Ypres in World War I, a Canadian 
doctor and soldier named Col. 
John McCrae presided over the 
burial of a friend who was killed 
on the battlefield in modern day 
Belgium.

McCrae noticed how the red 
poppies grew quickly on the site 
of freshly dug graves and penned 
the poem “In Flanders Field” 
shortly afterward.

The poppy grew to represent 
dead soldiers from all wars, and 
the tradition has stuck.

On Monday, Lombardi was 
at the Whitestone Memorial Day 
Parade, with his trusty bag of 
poppies around his neck.

His wife of 65 years can often 
be found at his side, although the 
couple ventures of out their house 
less and less as they get older.

The cash Lombardi collects 
goes straight to his post, where 
it is then given out to veterans in 
need, disabled veterans and pa-
tients at the St. Alban’s VA Hospi-
tal, for instance.

Lombardi is one of the few 
vets in the area who still sells the 
poppies as often as he can.

Before, he said, they would 
take carloads of people to Citi 
Field or churches in the area, but 
now the post is lucky to get two or 
three people to go, he said.

“I like it. I meet nice people,” 
Lombardi said.

But there is no denying the 
fact that the post is not gaining 
new members.

Lombardi is not sure why 
veterans returning from Afghan-
istan and Iraq are not joining the 
posts, but for as long as he is able, 
Whitestone residents will find 
him at the shopping center, con-
tinuing to help his comrades 65 
years after he returned home to 
American soil.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Two candidates in the race 

for the redrawn congressional 
seat centered around Flushing 
picked up endorsements from 
prominent figures in city politics 
Tuesday.

State Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) got the nod 
from U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside), who holds the seat 
now but stunned the political es-

tablishment in 
March with the 
announcement 
he would leave 
office at the end 

of his term. Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) re-
ceived the backing  o  former city 
Public Advocate and former city 
Consumer Affairs Commissioner 
Mark Green.

Ackerman lauded Meng at 
Pomonok Houses in Flushing, 
where he compared his backstory 
to hers.

“Much like myself, Grace 
was raised in Queens by a hard-

working, middle-class family,” 
Ackerman said in a statement. 
“Grace is without question the 
most qualified candidate in this 
race.”

Meng, who has also been en-
dorsed by the Queens Democratic 
Party, touted her record in the 
Assembly, saying she had been a 
voice for middle-class families as 

well as immigrants, women, chil-
dren and senior citizens.

The Meng campaign had 
been hyping a “big campaign” an-
nouncement all throughout Me-
morial Day weekend, declining 
to disclose Ackerman’s support 
or the location of the news confer-
ence until two hours beforehand.

Later in the day, Green en-

dorsed Lancman in Rego Park, 
where the two of them called for 
campaign finance reform.

“Because Rory Lancman has 
been a leader to take the ‘for sale’ 
sign off our state government, 
I’m endorsing him today because 
he’ll continue to lead that charge 
when he gets to Washington,” 
said Green, who has authored 

two books on campaign finance 
reform. “We need a smart, strong 
progressive voice in Washington 
— Rory’s it.”

Lancman and Green, who 
has won primaries for mayor, the 
House and the U.S, Senate but 
never won, called on the federal 
government to pass three propos-
als: one that would reverse the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision in 
the Citizens United case that al-
lows unlimited campaign dona-
tions from corporations, another 
that would make donations and 
advertisements by corporations 
and political action committees 
more transparent and finally 
a proposal that would create a 
matching funds system to encour-
age smaller donations instead of 
huge lumps of money given by 
special interests.

Lancman held the conference 
at an ExxonMobil gas station to 
draw attention to the tens of mil-
lions of dollars spent in Washing-
ton, D.C., by lobbyists on behalf of 
the oil industry.

Jack Lombardi walks along the route of the Whitestone Memorial Day Parade. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Ackerman endorses Meng, Green backs Lancman

Rep. Gary Ackerman (l.-r.) endorses Assemblywoman Grace Meng, who is vying to take Ackerman’s spot once he retires, 
while former Public Advocate Mark Green stands with Assemblyman Rory Lancman to endorse him and call for campaign 
finance reform. Photos courtesy Meng and Lancman



  BT

17
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, M

AY 31-J
UNE 6, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

Association President Al 
Hagan said though he un-
derstood the mayor’s pre-
dicament of wanting to 
save money, he may be lis-
tening to the wrong people 
when considering cutting 
what he called essential 
services.

“I think there’s plenty 
of room in the city budget 
to save these companies,” 
Hagan said. “All we are ask-
ing is to keep the firehouses 
we already have and I am 
hopeful that the City Coun-
cil will restore the money 
needed to save them.”

Hagan said he was 
thankful to report that the 
FDNY has not lost any com-
panies under the guidance 
of Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan).

An official from the 
Council also said they ex-
pected this year’s list of 
endangered companies to 
closely if not exactly re-
semble the one released in 
May 2011, including Engine 
Co. 306 in Bayside, which 

serves the communities of 
Bayside and Little Neck.

But to known Bayside 
activist and Frank Skala, 
president of the East Bay-
side Homeowners Associa-
tion, the entire production 
is a ploy to force voters into 
compromising with the 
city.

“It’s all a hoax,” Skala 
said. “They don’t intend to 
close them. You find a place 
where people will be upset 
like in Bayside and propose 
that company for closing to 
get pressure on the taxpay-
ers.”

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 

said that though an official 
list has not been released, it 
might be likely that Engine 
Co. 306 will be put back on 
the chopping block.

“That is absolutely un-
acceptable to all of us here,” 
Braunstein said. “Trying to 
balance the budget by cut-
ting public services is just 

unacceptable.”
Three of the 20 compa-

nies on last year’s list were 
from Queens. Another list 
is expected to be released 
by early June, as the Coun-
cil must adopt a final bud-
get by June 5.

a closet, where he had at-
tempted to hang himself, 
they said. Police would not 
release the man’s name. 

Police alleged the man 
doused the home with gaso-
line and started a fire be-
fore attempting to take his 
own life.

Both victims were 
taken to different hospitals. 
Police said the woman died 
at Flushing Hospital, while 
the man was in critical con-
dition at New York Hospital 
Queens.

“It was a small fire in 
the kitchen area and they 
opened a bedroom door 
and found a female lying on 
the bed, apparently cut to 
some degree,” said Queens 
District Attorney Richard 

Brown.
The motive was un-

known, but the couple had 
been arguing so fiercely 
that their landlord tried to 
evict them, neighbors said. 
The fire was under investi-
gation as being intentional-
ly set as part of a cover-up, 
officials said.

Greg Honahan, who 
lives a couple of doors away, 
said he would often see the 
quiet couple in the neigh-
borhood.

“I didn’t know them, 
but I would see them 
around,” he said. “They 
were very quiet.”

But another neighbor, 
George Gomez, said the 
couple argued frequently 
and either the woman’s or 
the man’s gambling prob-
lem might have been the 
catalyst for the final argu-
ment.

According to neigh-

bors, the unmarried couple 
had lived in the home for 
between several months to 
a year. Neighbors also said 
the couple did not have any 
children, but the man had 
three from a previous mar-
riage. None of the children, 
who are adults, were in the 
apartment at the time of the 
incident. 

Carol M., the couple’s 
next-door neighbor, said 
she was walking home 
with her two children from 
Lloyd Funeral Home (214-
43 39th Ave.) when they 
were overcome by the smell 
of gasoline.

“It was stifling,” 
she said, adding she was 
shocked this could happen 
on a quiet street in Bayside. 
“They were a quiet couple. I 
never heard anything from 
them. This is really a trag-
edy.”

leave credit cards, wallets, 
purses, computers, cur-
rency and other valuable 
items in vehicles,” Huerta 
said. “We ask that residents 
safeguard property and not 
afford criminals easy op-
portunities.”

Automobile break-ins 
have been at the forefront 
of the 111th Precinct’s cam-
paign for much of Huerta’s 
time as commanding offi-
cer since his appointment 
in January.

For more detailed up-
dates on crime statistics, 
residents are invited to 
attend the 111th Precinct 
Community Council meet-
ings on the first Tuesday 
of every month, except for 
July and August, at 7:30 
p.m.

Elected officials, including City Councilman Dan Halloran (at podium), and community leaders rally to save Engine 306 last year.

Continued from Page 1

306

Continued from Page 1

Homicide

Continued from Page 2

111th Pct.

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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To schedule an appointment, please call (516) 723-BONE (2663).
University Orthopaedic Associates
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group

611 Northern Boulevard, Suite 200, Great Neck, NY 11021
universityorthoassociates.com

university orthopaedic associates
the premier provider of orthopaedic

care in the region
University Orthopaedic Associates offers a full complement of orthopaedic services, including:

Our expert team of sub-specialty trained orthopaedic surgeons use the most advanced technologies and techniques 
to provide individualized care.

� Athletic Trauma
� General Orthopaedics
� Arthroscopy and Minimally

Invasive Procedures

� Joint Replacement and Reconstruction
� Sports Medicine
� Trauma and Fracture care
� Spine

� Pediatrics
� Hand and Wrist
� Foot and Ankle
� Musculoskeletal Oncology

Stanley E. Asnis, MD
Robert M. Bernstein, MD
Richard M. Bochner, MD

Ariel T. Goldman, MD

Steven E. Rokito, MD
Nicholas A. Sgaglione, MD

Jeff S. Silber, MD
Rohit B. Verma, MD

Samuel Kenan, MD
Lewis B. Lane, MD

Thomas M. Mauri, MD
John E. Morrison, MD

Our Surgeons

Forest Park Carousel opens after three-year hiatus
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
Adults relived their 

childhoods while young-
sters shouted in delight as 
the Forest Park Carousel 
whirled for the first time in 
more than three years last 
week.

Queens Parks Com-
missioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski welcomed elected 
officials, civic leaders and 
students from nearby St. 
John’s Evangelical Luther-
an School for an inaugural 
spin on the historic carou-
sel last Thursday.

“The carousel is offi-
cially back in business and 
we encourage everyone to 
spread the world,” said Le-
wandowski.

Earlier this month, the 
Woodhaven Residents Block 
Association announced 
after an aggressive letter-
writing campaign that 
Parks had selected a new 
operator for the famed at-
traction, which had been 

shuttered in the park’s west 
side since 2008. 

Ed Wendell, president 
of the WRBA, said fight-
ing to reopen the ride was 
an emotional experience 
for him — and even though 
he was confident in his 

group’s efforts, he recalled 
days when he felt it might 
never ride again.

“It’s a great feeling to 
see the carousel running 
again because there were 
times when I felt in my heart 
that we might actually lose 

it,” he said. “To see the kids 
and to hear the music, it’s 
really amazing. It’s an im-
portant part of our identity 
and a shared experience of 
many in Woodhaven. It’s a 
source of pride.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-

abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
and City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), both 
of whom took a spin on the 
carousel, were on hand to 
welcome the carousel’s re-
turn to operation.

“This is a wonderful 
day for the carousel, but 
also for the entire Wood-
haven community,” said 
Ulrich. “I’m so glad to see 
the carousel restored to its 
original glory and brought 
back to life for everyone to 
enjoy.”

Addabbo said he often 
tells his daughters Alexis 
and Arianna about the old 
days of riding the carousel.

“I’m so pleased we can 
stop talking about it and 
actually ride it,” he said. 
“This wouldn’t have been 
possible without the voices 
of the community speaking 
out.”

The voices heard at the 
carousel on this day were 
those of children from St. 
John’s Evangelical Luther-

an School on Myrtle Ave-
nue, who rushed the carou-
sel when the gates opened 
and excitedly mounted 
a menagerie of expertly 
carved animals.

“I’m definitely com-
ing back again,” said Ethan 
Bertolini, who rode a horse 
with his friend Lael Mori-
elle.

The new operator of 
the ride, New York Carou-
sel Entertainment, also op-
erates the Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Carousel.

Forest Park’s historic 
carousel dates back more 
than 100 years, when its 
colorful steeds were hand-
carved by artist Daniel Carl 
Muller. Originally situated 
in Dracut, Mass., the car-
ousel was moved to Forest 
Park in 1972. The carousel 
in Flushing Meadows was 
originally designed for the 
1964 World’s Fair and was 
created by Marcus Charles 
Illions.

Heather Bonilla, a scond-grade student from St. John’s Lutheran School, takes a ride on the carou-
sel.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

EYEGLASSES
2 for $99

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present 
prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
 EYEGLASSES

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 
2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. 

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

DISPOSABLE 
 CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

$99 $99
B.T.B.T.B.T.

$100 OFF
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision 
plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends July 31, 2012. B.T.

*FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

718.631.3699
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LATE PAGE

HAVE YOU BEEN DIAGNOSED
WITH PANCREATIC CANCER?
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METS Baseball Tickets & Signed Autograph Raffles • NEQBA Baseball All Star Games
Summer Basketball Season Kick Off • 3 On 3 Basketball • Flag Football Games
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Ronald Rosen, D.V.M.
Michael Ferber, D.V.M.
Rob Foley, D.V.M.
Megan Kelleher, D.V.M.
Terry Eylers, D.V.M.

718-423-9600
WE’VE MOVED! 42-02 215th St. Bayside, NY 11361

FREE PARKING www.nsah.biz
Call For Hours (Evening & Weekend Appointments Available)

Full Service Hospital Providing Exceptional
Care to Companion Animals

Affiliated With 516-783-9100

We Now Offer Physical 
Therapy & Underwater 

Treadmill, Senior Citizen 
& Multi-Pet Discounts

Treating Your Pet Like Family For 
Over 3 Generations

York College valedictorian remembers road to results
Corporal Tony Wan, who served two tours in Iraq as U.S. Marine, ready to graduate at top of class

BY RICH BOCKMANN

This year’s York College 
valedictorian took the long road 
to graduating with his chemis-
try degree and after overcoming 
many challenges, he is still look-
ing for more.

Tony Wan, 25, served two 
tours of duty in Iraq as a member 
of the U.S. Marine Corps, achiev-
ing the rank of corporal, before 
enrolling at York. The Flushing 
native said he decided on military 
service when he was a junior at 
Benjamin Cardozo High School.

“Seeing my family’s finan-
cial situation and I wanted to be 
more independent, I thought it 
would be the best to take care of 
myself financially,” he said.

After heading to the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps base in Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., Wan was deployed twice to 
Iraq, where the young man was 
confronted with firefights, im-
provised explosive devices and 
the death of one of his friends.

Wan said the transition back 
to civilian life seemed daunting 
at first, especially entering a col-
legiate setting where he feared 
he would not be able to relate to 
those around him.

“I had been hearing from a 
lot of friends that they were hav-
ing a difficult time adjusting, like 
just holding back their thoughts 
and not screaming their heads off 
at fellow students or teachers,” he 
said.

Those fears were assuaged 
during one of his first visits to the 
college.

“While I was still in the mili-
tary I came home to check out 
schools. I went to St. John’s and 
to York and when I got to York the 
first person I saw was Dr. [Em-
manuel] Chang,” said Wan, who 
was interested in the college’s 
Physician Assistant Program. 
“He was doing something else 
and he dropped that to help me. I 
knew this was where I wanted to 
be.”

“There were a lot of different 
professors and students who were 
very open-minded. Even though 
they were unfamiliar with what I 
went through, they were willing 
to accept it,” he added.

After three years in college, 

Wan is graduating with a 3.99 
grade-point average, which rep-
resents another of the veteran’s 
major accomplishments.

“It’s ironic. It took me three 
tries to pass chemistry in high 
school and now I will be applying 

to medical school after majoring 
in chemistry at York,” he said.

Wan, who was born in Belize 
to Chinese immigrants, came to 
the United States when he was 3. 
He is the first person in his fami-
ly to go to college and is interested 
in studying neurology in order to 
help veterans and others who suf-
fer from nerve damage and neuro-
logical disorders.

He will be applying to medi-
cal schools this summer and is 
partial to SUNY Downstate Medi-
cal and Stony Brook University.

When the valedictorian gives 
his speech during York’s 42nd 
Commencement Exercises Fri-
day, he will impart a few words 
of wisdom to his 1,003 classmates, 
at least seven of whom are fellow 
veterans.

“There are bigger and bet-
ter challenges coming along the 
way,” he will tell the class of 2012. 
“Those challenges will allow 
them to discover themselves.”

York College valedictorian Tony Wan (r.) poses with Sgt. Esteban Soza (l.) 
and Staff Sgt. Richard Vergara during his first tour of duty in Iraq. 

Photo courtesy Tony Wan
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 

FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Co

Weekly in June
Tuesdays:         Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM

Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM

Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 3 at 3:00 PM
Pax Christi Honoring Rabbi Michael Weisser
Rabbi Michael Weisser to receive 
Peacemaker Award from Pax Christi Metro 
New York (PCMNY) as one of their 2012 
Peacemakers.  Rabbi Weisser is being 
honored for his interfaith outreach and his 
loving response to a KKK Grand Dragon that 
led to transformation and conversion.

Wednesday, June 6 at 7:30 PM 

FREE BOOK CLUB 

Discussing  “The Help” by Kathryn Stockett
Book Club.  On Wednesday, June 6 at 7:30 p.m., 
Free Synagogue of Flushing’s Sisterhood’s Book 
Club will be discussing “The Help” by Kathryn 
Stockett.  Refreshments will be served.

Monday, June 4 & 11 at 10 AM - 3 PM
THRIFT SHOP
There are only two Mondays remaining 
before our Thrift Shop closes for the season. 
Do not miss out on some great finds!

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM
OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, HIP, 
Oxford, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet Guardian, 

Magnicare, UHC, NYC Ship, Power Authority, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include

191-20 Northern Blvd. Flushing, NY 11358, 

 

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Dawn Strain, of Au-
burndale, and Broadway 
actress Orfeh (“Legally 
Blonde: The Musical”), 
a Manhattanite, are the 
proud moms of newlyweds 
Piper (the bride), a Chihua-
hua, and Boo (the groom), 
a Pomeranian mix, who 
celebrated their “pup-tials” 
Monday evening at a glitzy 
wedding hosted by Twenty 
Four Fifth in the Village.

Both human and ca-
nine guests attended the 
swanky event — created 
by Strain, president of DJS 
Events — benefiting North 
Shore Animal League and 
Waggytail Rescue.

“We are so apprecia-
tive of how many [amaz-
ing] people came together 
to make this night happen 
for a cause so close to our 
hearts. The pups brought 
great smiles and laughter 

to all, and the money we 
raised will help bring un-
conditional love to many 
homes [across New York 
and Long Island],” said 
Strain.

After hors d’oeuvres 
and Salty Dog cocktails 

during Yappy Hour, the 
furry and fabulous couple 
yipped their I do’s at the dog 
house-style altar, as Justice 
of the Pooch — radio per-
sonality Valerie Smaldone 
— officiated.

Auburndale pooch ties knot 
for animal rescue charity

Piper (l.), a Chihuahua from Auburndale, was married to Boo, a 
Pomeranian mix, during a fund-raiser for North Shore Animal 
League and Waggytail Rescue. Photo courtesy Denisimo Photography
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Halloran ahead of recovery after brain surgery
BY PHIL CORSO

 
As he makes headway in 

what he called a successful and 
ahead-of-schedule recovery from 
brain surgery to remove a benign 
tumor, City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) was not at a 
loss for jokes on his way back to 
the campaign trail.

“I’m out of the rough patch. 
Doctors are shocked,” Halloran 
said on his Facebook account 
Friday, accompanied by a photo 
of him in the hospital bed with 
bandages wrapped around his 
head. “I am way ahead of recov-
ery schedule.”

He then went on to tap into 
some humor.

“They attribute it to whis-
key and my thick Irish skull,” he 
said.

Another positive takeaway, 
spokesman Steven Stites said 
with a joke of his own, was how 
the councilman’s secret fear “that 
the doctors might accidentally re-
move a piece of his brain, turning 
him into a Democrat” was not re-
alized.

A photo of Halloran’s head 
after the surgery showed a large, 
C-shaped, surgical scar stitched 
shut behind his right ear. Accord-
ing to Stites, Halloran should be 
back on the job and the campaign 
trail in the next week or two.

Halloran was operated on 
May 23 at the NYU Langone Med-
ical Center in Manhattan and 
was scheduled to return home to 
Flushing five days earlier than 
expected Saturday, his office 
said.

Stites said the councilman 
was already showing positive 
signs since going into the oper-
ating room for what he called a 
lengthy procedure.

“He’s walking, talking and 
looks like the same old Dan,” 
Stites said. “Aside from the scar, 
he is in fantastic shape. The pro-
cedure went as well as we all 
hoped.” 

According to Stites, Halloran 
was diagnosed in March on the 
morning of his campaign kick-off 
for the 6th Congressional District 
seat with a benign tumor, but he 
initially declined to say where it 

was located.
Hours after going into the 

hospital, Halloran’s chief of staff, 

Chrissy Voskerichian, posted on 
Halloran’s Facebook page, report-
ing a successful surgery. She said 

everything went well and he ex-
pected a full recovery.

“He’s going to be at 100 per-
cent capacity as if there wasn’t 
anything wrong,” Voskerichian 
said. “We’ve got a campaign to 
run.”

Voskerichian added that 
Halloran would likely talk more 
about the procedure and his ini-
tial diagnosis upon his return.

The councilman’s office re-
mained open and active during 
Halloran’s time in the hospital 
and recovery.

In a statement before going 
into surgery, Halloran said that 
although he was worried about 
the operation, the procedure was 
still a small ordeal when com-
pared to what other New Yorkers 
might be living through.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.City Councilman Dan Halloran recovers after undergoing brain surgery to re-

move a benign tumor. Photo courtesy Dan Halloran’s Facebook account

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

1-J
UN

E 6
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

NE

24

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522 BY RICH BOCKMANN

One lost her mother at 
the age of 13, the other fol-
lowed the example set by 
her mom.

Southeast Queens fos-
ter parents Phyllis Samari-
on and Shauna Brown were 
raised under different cir-
cumstances, but they share 
an exemplary dedication to 
caring for those in need.

“I survived because of 
the people who helped me 
along the way,” said Samar-
ion, who over the course 
of three decades has cared 
for about 30 foster children. 
“My older siblings helped 
raise me. I achieved a good 
job, a home and I felt I need-
ed to give back. This was 
my way of giving back.”

The 53-year-old bus 
driver from Springfield 
Gardens has dedicated her 
life to providing a safe, nur-
turing place for some of the 
city’s most vulnerable chil-
dren. Many of the children 
she cares for have problem-
atic backgrounds and are 
generally difficult to place 
in foster care.

“The first one I got I ad-
opted and raised her. She’s 
grown and in college,” said 
Samarion, who also has 
two biological children and 
another three through  mar-

riage. “Another child I’m 
adopting, she’s 16 now. She 
was a crack-addicted baby. 
I weened her off drugs and 
now she’s in high school 
and doing well. She’s one of 
my real success stories.”

May is National Foster 
Care Month, and in recog-
nition of their dedication, 
Samarion and Brown have 
been honored among 20 
others as Foster Parents 
of the Year by the city Ad-
ministration for Children’s 
Services. In particular, 
the ACS noted their com-
mitment to opening their 
homes to hard-to-place 
children such as pregnant 
mothers, LGBTQ youths 
and children with special 
needs.

Brown, 41, who has 
three biological children 
of her own, now cares for 
three foster children at her 
home in Rosedale.

“The first child I got 
was an 8-day-old abandoned 
baby with no parents. I fi-
nally got to adopt her after 
two years,” she said. “She’s 
8 years old now and she’s a 
blessing.”

Brown is a daycare 
provider as was her moth-
er, who took care of 15 fos-
ter children.

“I basically followed 
in her footsteps,” she said. 

“Her door was always 
open.”

Over the course of 
nine years, she has taken 
in 11 children and they, 
along with those her moth-
er raised, have become her 
extended family.

“I still talk to them. 
They call me. I used to have 
a 13-year-old girl who’s now 
17 and about to graduate. 
I’m very proud of her,” she 
said.

But the foster parent-
child relationship is not a 
one-way street. Brown said 
she learns just as much 
from the youngsters she 
cares for as she teaches and 
prepares for them.

“One child had sickle 
cell [disease]. I learned a 
lot about the disease that 
I probably wouldn’t have 
looked up on my own,” she 
said.

Brown added that the 
biggest challenge of caring 
for foster children is meet-
ing their needs, which can 
fluctuate with their good 
and bad days. Nonetheless, 
she encourages others to 
reap the rewards.

“If this is something 
you really want to do you 
should pursue it,” she said. 
“There are obstacles that 
could come in the way — 
just keep going ahead.”

Two SE Queens women 
honored for foster care

Shauna Brown (l.) and Phyllis Samarion have been honored as Foster Parents of the Year. 
Photos by BenO’Mar Arrington II
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25Parkway Village listed on national historic register
BY STEVE MOSCO

  
A village where some believe 

diversity began in the borough 
finally received recognition on a 
historic level.

State Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) 
joined residents and the Park-
way Village Historical Society 
last Thursday to commemorate 
the listing of Parkway Village in 
Kew Gardens Hills on the state 
and national Registers of Historic 
Places.

“Parkway Village was 
Queens before Queens was 
Queens,” said Lancman, refer-
ring to the village’s diversity 
when President Harry Truman 
established it as housing for Unit-
ed Nations employees in 1946.  

The borough is now the na-
tion’s most ethnically diverse 
county and home to immigrants 
from all over the world, a trend 
that accelerated sharply after the 
passage of the Immigrant Act of 
1965.

The village, a 685-unit co-
op located where Main Street 

meets Grand Central Parkway, 
was placed on the Register of His-
toric Places as part of a national 
program to coordinate and sup-
port efforts to identify, evaluate 
and protect America’s historic 
resources.

In order to meet the crite-
ria for a listing on the register, 
a site usually has to be at least 
50 years old, must look similar 
to the way it did in the past and 
must be determined to be histori-
cally significant. A listing on the 
register carries some benefits, in-
cluding a 20 percent tax credit on 
rehabilitation expenditures for 
residential properties, as well as 
qualifying for both state and fed-
eral grants.

“We all know how much over-
development threatens the char-
acter of historic neighborhoods 
like Parkway Village,” said Lanc-
man. “Listing Parkway Village 
on the state and national historic 
registries is both a tremendous 
honor for its residents and a sigh 
of relief for families in this area 
who want to see their neighbor-
hoods and their quality of life pre-

served for future generations.”
Parkway’s collection of red-

brick homes with white columns 
were once occupied by notables 
such as U.N. diplomat Ralph 
Bunche, civil rights activist Roy 
Wilkins and noted feminist Betty 
Freidan.

Current residents, like Park-
way Village Historical Society co-
Presidents Judith Guttman and 
Judy Shack, said it was gratifying 
to see the village commemorated 
after a long fight to preserve its 
historical significance.

“I was enticed by Parkway 

Village’s rich history, unique ar-
chitecture and beautiful acreage 
when I moved here 29 years ago,” 
said Shack. “With our listing on 
the state and national registry, we 
can now assist in preserving our 
homes for future generations.”

“As a community struggling 
to survive and flourish in chal-
lenging economic times, it is 
gratifying for longtime Parkway 
residents like me to witness the 
official recognition of Parkway 
Village’s illustrious history,” said 
Guttman.

Another resident, known by 
locals as Little G, said the chanc-
es of finding another place like 
Parkway Village in the city are 
miniscule at best.

“I don’t know of any other 
place like this,” said Little G, who 
has lived in the village since 1983. 
“It’s a nice place to live — it’s a 
city, but without tall buildings.”

 
Reach reporter Steve Mosco 

by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman presents residents of Parkway Village in Kew 
Gardens Hills a certificate proclaiming the community’s placement on the state 
and nation’s Registry of Historical Places. Photo by Steve Mosco
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St. Agnes Academic High School 
College Point, NY 

 
            

 
 
 

                  Congratulates our 
   Class of 2012 Graduates 

 
 

*Tira Ann Affatato 
*Veronique Alexandre 
*Elena Catherine Almeida 
  Jessica Rose Baretela 
  Alyssa Nicole Barker 
  Natalie Bayrami 
  Amanda Brooke Becker 

   Ashley Tamara Caffey 
   Elizabeth K. Cambi 
   Kelsey Cambridge 
   Elefteria Cano
 *Johanna Ceren 

Brittany Marie Cervino 
*Cheryl Cheung 

  *Ayana K. Cole-Price
    Glorialyse Colon 
    Chloe Daphne Currie
  *Joan Marie DeSilvestri 

      Diana Diaz 
Lauren Elizabeth Endriss  

      Michelle Patricia Farrell  
    *Andrea Femia 
      Daisy Jacqueline Gallegos
      Kara R. Glussich
      Ashley Simone Hamilton

Brittney Crystal Hemraj 
Jennifer Lyn Hochman 

 *Leydi Johary Huerta 
   Aziza-Isake Hunter 
   Lauren M. Hussey 
   Alanna Hynes-Gur 
   Hind S. Jaber 
 *Joan Stacey Jourdan 
 *Bridget Kennedy 
   Zoe Paige Liverpool 
   Alicia Louttit 
   Mahogany Casey Mack 
 *Michelle Marie Maiello 
   Sabrina Malvoisin
S*Ashley Christine McCorey 
   Denisse Mendez 
   Karen L. Mero 
   Viktoria Mertiri 
   Sundos Rita Michael 
 *Joana Mordente 
   Jade Moreno 
   Elizabeth Erika Navarro 
   Amanda Nicole Nugent 
   Mariela Nunez 
 *Amy Ong 

  Vanessa Padilla 
  Laura Maria Parra 
*Stephanie Patino 
  Ashley Petinarcou 
*Nicole E. Pimentel 
*Kathleen Ramirez 
  Stephanie M. Reyes 
  Janel Marie Ridley 
  Ashley Rodriguez  
*Christina Schaub 
  Sabrina Diana Simpson 

Samantha Dominique Simpson 
*Francesca Carolina Spatola 
  Cassandra Annette Tache 
  Diana M. Tamay 
  Rosemarie Timpa 
  Cynthia Luz Torres 
  Samantha Yvette Torres 
V*Stephanie Trieu 
*Ligner Vazquez 
  Amanda Viera 
  Shannon Wallace 
  Quiara Yard 

*National Honor Society 
 V – Valedictorian 
 S – Salutatorian 

CLASSES START  JULY 9 THRU AUGUST 16, 2012

CONTINUING EDU C ATION

TEENS
C O L L EG E

Entrepreneurship

Engineering
Technology

College Prep

Performing Arts

Internships

Architecture

Leadership

Test Prep 

718-631-6343    www.qcc.cuny.edu/conted
222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364    Library 118P

For more information Contact 
Jacqueline Montgomery Director of Kids College

718-281-5632    Jmontgomery@qcc.cuny.edu
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•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House  Saturday, June 9 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree & Internship Programs 

 • Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios
  • Meet with Admissions & Financial Aid Representatives

   • Scholarships Available  

Five Towns College

Summer Classes & Workshops for High School Students  
 July 2 - August 10

  Summer Programs for Graduate Students  
   July 2 - August 10

    Summer College Programs   
     May 21 - July 20

$2K awaits anyone who sees attack on MTA workers
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

If you witness an attack 
against a transit employee, you 
could be eligible for a reward of 
up to $2,000 as part of a campaign 
designed to fight growing vio-
lence against MTA personnel.

“Thousands of men and 
women work on the front lines 
of the MTA system every day to 
make sure millions of people get 
to work safely,” said Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, who announced Transit 
Watch, a program to protect Met-
ropolitan Transportation Author-
ity personnel.

“We need to assure they stay 
safe as well,” Cuomo said. “Tran-
sit Watch puts criminals on notice 
that if they assault a bus, subway 
or train employee, everyone who 
sees it happen is going to help put 
them in jail.”

The MTA will pay for the 
program.

Attacks against MTA em-
ployees have increased from 72 in 
2010 to 94 in 2011, MTA statistics 
indicate. The agency said that 
just under 50 MTA workers have 

been assaulted so far this year, 
compared with 40 this time in 
2011.

“An attack against any one of 

our workers is an attack against 
all of us,” MTA Chairman Joseph 
Lhota.

Transport Workers Union 

President John Samuelsen said 
“this is a very positive step for-
ward.”

“Transit workers face physi-

cal assaults, verbal abuse and 
threats every day,” Samuelsen 
said. “We want immediate action 
to turn a good idea into reality 
virtually overnight.”

In 2008, bus driver Edwin 
Thomas was stabbed to death in 
Brooklyn by a passenger to whom 
Thomas had given a free transfer. 
The attacker was sentenced to 20 
years in prison.

Those who have witnessed 
an assault on a transit worker 
may call 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), 
which assigns callers an anony-
mous number so they do not have 
to reveal their names. Rewards 
up to $2,000 are paid for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and in-
dictment of the perpetrator.

The MTA has installed cam-
eras in nearly 400 buses to iden-
tify assailants, with 1,500 more 
to be installed over the next two 
years at a cost of $22,000 for each 
bus.

Reach contributing writer 
Philip Newman by e-mail at 
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com or 
phone at 718-260-4536.

Assaults on city bus drivers have been rising, and the MTA is posting rewards for anyone who sees an attack on its pers-
onel. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Academics

People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Jasper Kozak-Miller of 
Jackson Heights was named to 
the fall 2011 honor roll at Pomfret 
School.

Alemante Tedla of Flush-
ing, Tiaira Myers of Jamaica 
and Angelo Hunt of Rosedale 
earned honors for the winter 2012 
academic term at Westminster 
School.

Isaac Acosta of Ozone Park 
was voted one of the Forester 
handball team’s Most Valuable 
Player at Lake Forest College.

Karen Chen, daughter of 
Hui Zhu of Flushing, and Yana 

Mayayeva, daughter of Olga 

Mayayeva of Forest Hills, were 
named to the fall 2011 Colby Col-
lege dean’s list.

Anira Figueira of St. Al-
bans was named to the winter 
2011 Kent School honor roll.

Briana Floyd of Bayside 
was named to the LIM College fall 
2011 president’s list.

Sungha Suh of Little Neck, 
Liana Chen of East Elmhurst 
and Gina M. Galizia and Jen-

nifer T. Reyes of Flushing have 
been named to the fall 2011 SUNY 
Binghamton Decker School of 
Nursing dean’s list.

Mayon Baijnauth, Sharon 

Ramirez and Arjune Sharma 
of Jamaica; Edward Beltre of 
Woodhaven; Somatie Kissoon

of Richmond Hill; Deonarine 

Ramnarine of South Ozone 
Park; Nicole Taylor of Hollis; 
and Trisha VanSertima Singh 
of South Richmond Hill were in-
ducted into national honor societ-
ies at Berkeley College.

Loshanie Persaud, a stu-
dent at Martin Van Buren High 
School in Queens Village, has 
won an award from the American 
Psychological Association for her 
research on a project on finger-
prints.

Curtis Walker of Corona 
is among a select group of State 
University of New York students 
chosen to receive the 2012 SUNY 
Chancellor’s Award for Student 
Excellence.

Jocelyne C. Brillson of For-
est Hills was named to the Virgin-
ia Tech fall 2011 dean’s list.

Crystal A. Clements of St. 
Albans earned honors for the 
winter 2012 term at Phillips Ex-
eter Academy.

Frederick Louis Antoine, 
son of Millicent E. Gregory of 
Queens Village, was elected to the 
Hampden-Sydney College Student 
Senate.

Jisu Ryu of Corona and Yael 

Rosenstock of College Point were 
selected for membership in Phi 
Beta Kappa.

Christie Ruggiere of For-
est Hills was among more than 70 
University of Scranton students 
who participated in alternative 
spring break trips in March that 
allowed them to work with the 
homeless, former gang members, 
children with disabilities and 
others in need through service 
agencies throughout the country.

Rene Pucilowski of Ridge-
wood has participated in Lycom-
ing College’s annual senior art 
show.

The following have received 
Berkeley College scholarships: 
Mayra Asmal of Ridgewood; Ev-

elyn Bedoya and Maria Semi-

nario of Elmhurst; Joshua Bo-

lanos and Veronica Ramos of 
Sunnyside; Zoe Chen and Kari-

na Rodriguez of Flushing; Jen-

nifer Cornejo, Leo Saito and 
Leslie Quito of Astoria; Ryan 

Cortes of Maspeth; Ismael Gar-

nica of East Elmhurst; Rachel 

Moreno, Cynthia Sarmiento, 
Freddy Varela and Cynthia Or-

tiz of Corona; Nusrat Rahman of 
Long Island City; Chandrapaul 

Ramlackan of Queens Village; 
Monserrate Reyes of Woodside; 
Kai Wong of Fresh Meadows; 
Vivian Diaz, Gustavo Moreno, 
Guadalupe Tapia and Rachell 

Fermin of Ozone Park; Ludeysi 

Gonzalez, Paul Patino, Daniela 

Vergara and Jessica Olivares 
of Woodhaven; Tracey Hazel-

wood of Laurelton; Mohammad 

Kazi, Marquis Totten, Diedre-

Ann Wood, Carl Bosquet and 
Patricia McLaulin of Jamaica; 
Kianna King of St. Albans; and 
Jenille Merritt of South Ozone 
Park.

Alex Loniakan of Astoria 
has received All-Academic honors 
from the United States Collegiate 
Athletic Association for men’s 
basketball at Berkeley College.

The following were selected 
to participate in the Berkeley 
College honors program: Lisa 

Maria Roseanne Dmello and 
Ulises Taveras of Astoria, Ma-

ria Behrens of Flushing, Sil-

vana Cevallos of Elmhurst, Fa-

timah Elsayed of Long Island 
City, Rochel Cruz Eustaquio 
and Freddy Valle of Woodside, 
Lacey Garnett of Corona, Sher-

ma Francois-Quijije and Emily 

Gonzalez of Jamaica and Reuel 

Roopnarine of Richmond Hill.
Terry Daniels of Kew Gar-

den was inducted into the Sigma 
Theta Tau International Honor 
Society of Nursing at Saint Jo-
seph’s College of Maine.

Nan Chen of Flushing and 
Justine Venezia of Glendale 
have graduated from the Savan-
nah College of Art and Design.

David Kim of Flushing was 
named to the Eastern Oregon Uni-
versity winter 2012 dean’s list.

AcademicsAcademics

BBusiinessBusiness MilitaryMilitary

LOSHANIE PERSAUD ALEX LONIAKAN

Trina Ambers has joined the Cross Island YMCA 
board of managers in Bellerose.

Queens resident Henry Cachia has now become a 50-
year employee of Con Edison.

HENRY CACHIATRINA AMBERS

Air Force Airman Landel X. 

Thorman, son of Wendell and Ter-

resalyn Thorman of Jamaica, grad-
uated from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San Anto-
nio, Texas.

Air Force Airman 1st Class Steve 

Y. Kim, brother of Yoon Kim of Bay-
side, graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force Base, 
San Antonio, Texas.

Airman 1st Class Bryan Fuss of 
Ridgewood and Airman 1st Class Ri-

cardo Narainsingh of Jamaica com-
pleted the U.S. Air Force Basic Mili-
tary Training course at Lackland Air 
Force Base, Texas.

Kyle Torres of Whitestone, serv-
ing with the 1156th Engineer Co., is 
promoted to the rank of private.

Jose Hernandez of College 

Point, serving with the 719 Transpor-
tation Co. (Medium Truck Cargo), is 
promoted to the rank of sergeant.

William Brown of Whitestone, 
serving with the Co. B (Military Intel-
ligence), 27th Brigade Special Troops 
Battalion, is promoted to the rank of 
1st lieutenant.

Sebastian Caraballo of College 
Point, serving with the Co. E, 3-142nd 
Aviation, is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

Michael Boakyemanu of Co-
rona, serving with the 145th Mainte-
nance Co., is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

Juan Mejia of Jackson Heights, 
serving with the Co. G (Forward Sup-
port Co. Field Artillery), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is promoted 
to the rank of private.

Eon Myers of St. Albans, serv-
ing with the 7th Finance Detachment, 
is promoted to the rank of private 1st 
class.

Karinda McKethan of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. A, 427th Brigade 
Support Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of private 1st class.

Jonathan Fowler of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. F (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Brigade 
Support Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of specialist.

Audrey Alexispeacock of Ja-
maica, serving with the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Co., 27th Brigade 
Special Troops Battalion, is promoted 
to the rank of private 1st class.

Ohchain Salmon of Rosedale, 
serving with the 222nd Chemical Co. 
is promoted to the rank of sergeant.
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People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Queens resident Wendy Alpert, 
49, won the first Super Spelling Bee at 
the Evelyn Douglin Center for Serving 
People In Need Inc., which featured de-
velopmentally disabled adults in their 
30s and 40s.

Queens College professors Luat 

Vuong and John Dennehy have been 
awarded National Science Foundation 
Faculty Early CAREER Development 

Awards in recognition of their work.
Drs. Benjamin Malkin, director 

of otolaryngology for the Queens Health 
Network at Elmhurst Hospital Center; 
Laurie Vitagliano, deputy director of 
psychiatry at Queens Hospital Center; 
and Joseph Saccoccio, medical direc-
tor at New York Foundling Hospital and 
a community physician, have received 
the Doctors’ Day Awards.

AwardsAwardsAwards

LUAT VUONGJOHN DENNEHYWENDY ALPERT

ANGELINA ROSE LANCELLOTTI MELANIE CABRAL-KAMBOURIS 
AND JOSEPH CICILIATO

SUSAN CROLL

Miscellaneous

Dr. Paul S. Lajos has been named as-
sociate chief of vascular surgery at Mount 
Sinai Queens in Astoria.

Susan Croll, who has taught psychol-
ogy at Queens College for more than a de-
cade and is currently on academic leave, 
has been named among the top college 
professors in the nation by “The Princeton 
Review: The Best 300 Professors.”

Angelina Rose Lancellotti of Whit-
estone has received first communion at St. 
Luke’s Church in Whitestone May 5.

New York City College of Technology 
honored 10 community builders at the 2012 
Best of New York Award Dinner in May, 
including Daymond John, J. Alexander 

Martin, Carl Brown and Keith Perrin 
of Hollis and Angela Hines of Far Rock-
away.

Joseph Ciciliato of Little Neck attend-
ed the wedding of his third-grade teacher 
Melanie Cabral-Kambouris to Christos 

Kambouris May 4 at the Cathedral of St. 
Paul in Hempstead, L.I.

MMMiiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Academics Military
Aliyah Hawkins of South Rich-

mond Hill, serving with the 719 Trans-
portation Co. (Medium Truck Cargo), 
is promoted to the rank of specialist.

Brian Toribiogarcia of Wood-
haven, serving with the Co. A (Dis-
tribution), 427th Brigade Support 
Battalion, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Eddie Vega of Kew Gardens, serv-
ing with the Co. C, 1-69th Infantry, is 
promoted to the rank of sergeant.

Katherine Soto of Woodhaven, 
serving with the Co. G (Forward Sup-
port Co. Field Artillery), 427th Brigade 
Support Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of private.

Aubrey Budhu of Jamaica, serv-
ing with the Early Entry Element, 
369th Sustainment Brigade, is promot-
ed to the rank of master sergeant.

John Studiner of Richmond Hill, 
serving with the Joint Force Head-
quarters, is promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel.

Daniel Malpica of Auburndale, 
serving with the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Co., 1-69th Infantry, is 
promoted to the rank of staff sergeant.

Army Pvt. Wykeem E. Murray, 
son of Willie Murray of Laurelton, has 

graduated from basic combat training 
at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.

Army Reserve Pfc. Christy L. 

Murray, daughter of Edward Murray 
of Howard Beach, has graduated from 
basic combat training at Fort Jackson, 
Columbia, S.C.

Army Pvt. Jennifer Alvarado, 
daughter of Galo Alvarado of Wood-
side, has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, 
S.C.

Sgt. Jose Hernandez of College 
Point has re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the 719 Transportation Co.

Spc. Joel Reyes of South Ozone 
Park has re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the Co. A, 642nd Support Bat-
talion.

Pfc. Robin Fung of Jackson 
Heights has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Co. B, 642nd Support 
Battalion.

Sgt. Atasha Gurahoo of Queens 
Village has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Co., 369th Sustainment 
Brigade.

Master Sgt. Aubrey Budhu of 
Jamaica has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Early Entry Element, 

369th Sustainment Brigade.
Spc. Artemio Molina of Wood-

haven has re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the Co. A, 1-69th Infantry.

Sgt. Patricia Schuett of Wood-
haven has re-enlisted to continue ser-
vice with the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Detachment, 104th Military 
Police Battalion.

Sgt. Yijin Huang of Flushing has 
re-enlisted to continue service with 
the Headquarters and Headquarters 
Co., Combat Aviation Brigade, 42nd In-
fantry Division.

Staff Sgt. Daniel Malpica of Au-
burndale has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Co., 1-69th Infantry.

Air Force Airman Robert L. 

Williams, son of Karen Williams of 
Rosedale, graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

Airman 1st Class Curtis Grimes 
of Jamaica completed the U.S. Air 
Force Basic Military Training course 
at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.

Airman 1st Class Ming Zhang of 
Flushing completed the Interservice 
Mechanic Apprentice course at Port 
Hueneme, Calif.

Alisha Lahogue of 
St. Albans performed in 
the Marist College Dance 
Ensemble spring semes-
ter showcase “Dance 
Your Story” in April.

Safak Ozsut of 
Woodside, Cynthia 

Delaney of Forest Hills, 
Liza Sang Yan of Ja-
maica, Martha Chery 
of Queens Village, Jeff 

Oyo of Cambria Heights, 
Carissa Handiman of 
Middle Village, Jenni-

fer Ramirez of Flush-
ing and Amanda Metz

of Douglaston were rec-
ognized for outstanding 
academic achievement 
at Buffalo State’s 55th 
annual Honors Convoca-
tion.

Birnalisse Po-

lanco of Middle Village 
has received a Surgical 
Processing Technician 
pin from Dover Business 
College.

Rene Pucilowski of 
Ridgewood was featured 

in the 2012 publication 
of Lycoming College’s 
“Tributary.”

The following have 
won National Merit 
Scholarships: Justin W. 

Guo, Justin H. Hahn, 
Sera S. Kwon and Zach-

ary Plyam of Bayside; 
Grace Xu of Douglas-
ton; Catherine Chen, 
Ji Won Choi, Richard 

Zixiong Deng, Wei-En 

Lee and Aretina K. Le-

ung of Flushing; Lily 

Chen, Charles Pan and 
Esther E. Portyansky

of Forest Hills; Genghis 

Chau and Richard Yu

of Fresh Meadows; Lau-

rie M. Beckoff of Hollis 
Hills; Angela Chen of 
Holliswood; Ella Cheng

of Jamaica; Emma 

Cheng of Jamaica Es-
tates; Ting Cheung 

Cheng of Little Neck; 
Maya Averbuch of Long 
Island City; and Grace 

S. Lee of Woodside.
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 75 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 6/4/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

20201010 CHRYSLER CHRYSLER
TOWNTOWN & COUNTRYCOUNTRY
20201010 CHRYSLER CHRYSLER
TOWNTOWN & COUNTRYCOUNTRY
2010 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY 1999919999199
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8180-28K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$25,981

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8198-114K mi.

*

2003 MAZDA

TRIBUTE 4X4
$4,981

Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, STK#U8253-106K mi.

*

2004 HYUNDAI

SONATA GLS
$5,981

Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8290-85K mi.

*

2000 HONDA

ACCORD

$6,981
Auto, P/W, P/L, P/S, A/C, Leather, Sunroof, Stk#U8254-78K mi.

*

2003 LINCOLN

LS

$4,981
Manual, A/C, AM/FM Stereo, Stk#U8141-65K mi.

*

2003 PONTIAC

SUNFIRE COUPE

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8263-58K mi.

*

2006 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$7,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

AWD, Leather, Sunroof, Stk#U8228-28K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2010 LAND ROVER

LR2 HSE

$6,981
Leather, P/W, P/L, Sunroof, Power Seats, Stk#U8250-107K mi.

*

2002 JAGUAR

X-TYPE

*
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to fi rst
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.WE SPEAK ENGLISH AND CHINESE

QUEENS LUMBER CO., INC.

Sheetrock 1/2” sheet ...................................... $7.50

Sheetrock 5/8” sheet ......................................$8.25

Birch plywood ¾” sheet ................................$28.00

Formica white or black........................ $24.50/sheet

Formica all other colors ....... from $15-$38.50/sheet

CDX plywood ¾” sheet ................................. $24.50

2 ¼”, 3 ¼” select oak fl ooring ............... $2.45/sq. ft.

Primer 5 gallons ...........................................$42.50

Latex fl at 5 gallons ........................................ $47.50

Special Spring Promotion

34-41 College Point Blvd. • Flushing NY
P: 718.539.0400 • F: 718.445.9421

We Have a Boom Truck and Hi-Lo Truck Service.

We Carry a Complete Line of Hardwoods: 
Mahogany, Cherry, Maple, & Oak

Cash or Major Credit Cards Accepted

BY PHIL CORSO

Consolidated Edison said in a report 
that crews were working in an Oakland 
Gardens housing complex to make it eas-
ier for residents and business owners to 
switch from oil to a cleaner natural gas for 
heating.

The utility said it was converting 
apartment buildings at the Windsor Park 
complex from oil to natural gas to reduce 
carbon emissions and save money.

“We are so pleased with the support 
from Con Edison as we undertake this 
complex and involved oil and gas conver-
sation,” said Larry Kinitsky, president of 
Windsor Park. “The coordination between 
Con Edison and our boiler conversion con-
tractor has been outstanding.”

Windsor Park, home to 1,830 apart-
ments and more than 5,000 residents, cur-
rently uses nearly 750,000 gallons of heat-
ing oil each year, Con Ed said.

“The conversions will help the city 
achieve its environmental goals and reduce 
the building owners’ heating bills, since 

natural gas is less expensive than heating 
oil,” Con Ed said in a statement. “Windsor 
Park management expects to see an annual 
savings of up to $800,000.”

The utility said conversions will 
translate into savings equivalent to remov-
ing more than 430 cars off the road.

“We are confident that the project will 
be completed on time at year’s end,” Ki-
nitsky said.

According to new regulations imposed 
by Mayor Michael Bloomberg and the city 
Department of Environmental Protection, 
No. 6 heating oil should be phased out of 
use by 2015 and No. 4 oil by 2030. Studies 
from the city health commissioner’s office 
found that both oils have been linked to 
poor air quality.

In response, Con Ed said it established 
an entirely new department dedicated to 
oil-to-gas conversion projects to stream-
line the process for customers.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by e-mail at 
pcorso@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4573.

Con Ed conversion to make 
Bayside apartments greener
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Dan Halloran, Dee, Michael Feldman (back), Tom 
Di Napoli and Grace Meng

Dee with Capt. Donald Ferguson 
USMC (Ret.)

21

6

10

14

18

5

9

13

17

3

7

11

15

19

4

8

12

16

20

Joe Franco with some of the Girls’ Night 
Out group

Peter Koo, Richard Brown, Martin Golden, 
Michael Bloomberg, Haeda Mihaltses, Claire 
Shulman, Frank Padavan and Dee

Tomaz Chabowski, Dee and Chet Szarejko

Dan Donovan, Dee and Peter Boudouvas

Barry Kleinert, Christine Quinn, Dee, 
Matthew Silverstein, Debbie Markell and 
Warren Schreiber

 Dee with Peter Vallone Sr.

Tom Long with Dee Richard

Michael Strawberry and the birthday boy 
Darryl (rear), Nick Vaglica and Dee (front)

Former Mayor Giuliani and Dee

Queens honorees: Greg Lasak, Dee and 
John Liu

Dee with George and Angela Maragos

Dee with Georgette Mosbacher

Gary Bonelli, Al Perna, Dee and Joseph 
Gannascoli

David Rosasco, Dee Richard, Peter King 
and Myrna Littleworth

Dee, guitarist and Barbara Leonardi

Dee with Serf Maltese

Dolly DeThomas, Jimmy Kalodis and Dee                           

Phil Ragusa, John Catsimatidis, Dee and 
Frank Padavan

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photo tribute to Dee Richard
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Sponsors: CBRE, Citibank, The Foundry 
Media Sponsor: New Corporation/Times Ledger Newspapers  

Co-sponsors: Atlantic Maintenance Corporation, di Domenico + Partners, Green Mountain 
Graphics, Imaging Solutions Group, Lyons Mortgage Services, Inc., Mount Sinai Queens, Public Service Truck 

Renting, Inc., SDS Global Logistics, Shine Electronics Inc., The Jennings Company, 
York Scaffold Equipment Corp. 

 

Mingle with other LIC community members 
while enjoying wine and hors d'oeuvres 

 

Purchase tickets at www.licpartnership.org or 718-786-5300 x21 
$40 for members $50 for non-members 

Tuesday, June 12 
6 – 8 PM 

The Foundry 
42-38 9 Street 

Long Island City, NY 11101 

Spring Gathering 
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34 City shuts St. Albans homeowner’s new door
BY RICH BOCKMANN

 
May is National Preserva-

tion Month, but not everybody is 
in the mood to celebrate.

Homeowner Leroy Weekes 
lives on a bucolic block in the his-
toric Addisleigh Park section of 
St. Albans that used to be home to 
Brooklyn Dodger all-star catcher 
Roy Campanella and civil-rights 
activist Percy Ellis Sutton, for-
mer Manhattan borough presi-
dent, political leader and busi-
nessman .

Weekes  got a good deal last 
year when he purchased the Co-
lonial Revival-style house built 
in 1922 in a neighborhood he ad-
mired for its picturesque quali-
ties.

“I tend to like the neighbor-
hood a lot,” he said. “It’s like a 
suburban setting in the city.”

What he did not like, though, 
was the water-damaged, unbe-
coming fiberglass door and the 
windows on either side of it, so 
he decided it was time to replace 
them. He happily shelled out 
$2,300 for a pair of handsome 

doors made of solid Brazilian ma-
hogany with oval windows.

“I wanted something to last, 
not a cheap door,” he explained.

Installing the doors required 
a hearing with the city Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion, however, which told the ho-
meowner last week that in order 
to match the historic characteris-
tic of the neighborhood, the board 
would prefer he installed doors 
with rectangular panels.

Addisleigh Park was devel-
oped during the pre-World War II 
building boom in the earlier part 
of the 20th century, and when the 
LPC landmarked the neighbor-
hood last year, the commission 
cited it as a “distinctive enclave 
with a remarkable sense of place 
due to its period revival-style 
houses that are set back from 
the street on spacious well-land-
scaped lawns and its remarkable 
history that illuminates Afri-
can Americans’ struggle for and 
achievement of the basic civil 
right of home ownership.”

One of those in favor of the 
neighborhood’s historic designa-

tion was City Councilman Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), chairman 
of the Council’s Land Use Com-
mittee, who recently sponsored 
two bills that would alter the way 
LPC works.

The first bill would require 

Landmarks to consider the im-
pact a designation would have on 
a community, including its eco-
nomic consequences, health and 
safety. The second would allow 
owners of landmarked properties 
to use materials available at the 

time of designation to maintain 
their properties.

“That means a significant 
feature of a building could not be 
returned to a historically accu-
rate condition, and the landmarks 
law recognizes that buildings can 
be returned to a historically ac-
curate condition that helps to pro-
tect the city’s history,” said LPC 
spokeswoman Lisi de Bourbon.

Meanwhile, Weekes said he 
may just consider installing his 
double doors with oval and paying 
the fine. Fines are issued when a 
homeowner does work with an 
LPC permit, though de Bourbon 
would not specify the amount.

“I want to come home and be 
happy where I live,” Weekes said 
as he stood on the paving-stone 
walkway leading to his front 
door, which he said he would like 
to replace. “That’s the next issue 
I’m going to have with them.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

One of the double doors with an oval panel Leroy Weekes would like to install 
rests against his Addisleigh Park house. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Artists welcome visitors into their 
studios for a look into the growing 

western Queens art scene

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A powerful form of kinetic energy must exist 
in Long Island City, where 500 artists commune and 
create. Back in the glory days of manufacturing, the 
largest nabe in Queens was home to many large busi-
nesses. Since 1970, its genesis as a vibrant artistic and 
cultural hub — saturated with galleries, studio spaces 
and art venues — came about as droves of artists es-
caped Manhattan’s high rents, in search of work stu-
dios in the area.

It was another banner year for the 2012 LIC Arts 
Open, which ran from May 12 to May 20, and there was 
an impressive turnout, as a multi-faceted culture fest 
took the hood by storm, reminding New Yorkers that 
L.I.C. is much more than just a bunch of industrial 
buildings and expensive lofts.

The sunny final weekend of the Arts Open was 
a perfect way to end eight days devoted to all the arts 
have to offer. More than 200 artists in 10 buildings 
opened their studios to the public, showcasing a diz-
zying array of spectacular pan-genre exhibitions — 
everything from graffiti and abstract to hyper-
realism. The block party on 22nd Street was a 
fun diversion for those suffering from culture 
overload.

The previous week’s festivities featured 
special events: A Launch Party hosted by 
Reis Studios, in honor of its 10-year anni-
versary; theater and jazz performances; 
even improv acts and children’s art con-
test, which culminated in an awards 

ceremony led by Council Member Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), who sponsored the 
Arts Open.

Installations were on view at MoMA P.S. 
1 and along Vernon Boulevard, playing host to 
the creative community’s creations.

At the LIC Art Center Gallery, 44-02 23rd 
St., the jaw-dropping “Subway Goddess Pag-
eant” series was on display. Artist Karen Ket-
tering Dimit said it was created in response to 
the effect her patriarchal upbringing had on 
her sense of worth. Her mosaic on three-dimen-
sional carved stone sculptures and figurines 
also explore the concept of ancient, powerful 
female figures versus today’s goddesses.

“The reaction of the community has been 
great. I had a 2-year-old girl who could not tear 
herself away from Kali (a Hindu goddess),” 
said the artist. “I’ve been gratified to see a lot 
of people being very captivated. It’s been very 
rewarding.”

Dimit’s works also have to do with the 
pecking order of men and women: “Of where 
we are with feminism in today’s society,” she 
explained. “At the time, there was an honor-
ing of the feminine energy and its contribution 

to society. The message for today is that 
women tend to be undervalued for their 
contribution to society.”

Her second, more organic, exhibit 
featured unusual alabaster with burl 

Continued on Page 36

Artist Ken Taro places a tem-
porary art piece along the 
sidewalk near 23rd street in 
Long Island City as part of 
the LIC Arts Open event. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Arts
OpensLICLIC

to theto the
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In another studio in the art 
center building, Meredith Nieves, 
artiste and president of Abingdon 
Square Painters, spoke about the 
10-artist group who shared space 
there for three years: “We work 
together, learn together; we’re 
artists of all levels.” 

Nieves works in oil, mostly 
on canvas, sometimes on wood. 
“I love color, so that’s what moves 
me and why I’m drawn to still 
life,” she said. “We love the Arts 
Open; it really is a great way to 
bring people to L.I.C. It’s hard to 
get people to come here just to see 
‘your show,’ but once it’s an event, 
they can walk around, there’s 
music and dance, as well as the 
visual arts.”

Seated in front of a series 
of quirky acrylic paintings was 
Abingdon Square’s director, Tony 
Mavilia from Kew Gardens. After 
32 years as a special edcuation 
teacher, he’s retired and comes 
to the studio regularly. His work 
is based on photographs he took 
of a vine growing to the side of a 
building in the Meatpacking Dis-

trict, on 14th Street I do drawings 
that are very tangled, like soci-
ety; how society pulls you in with 
moirés, culture, life.”

Artist Jim Plunkett stood on 
a ladder in his studio, putting the 
finishing touches on his work. 
The father of two comes to L.I.C. 
from Manhattan five days a week. 
He’s been in this building for six 
years. His thing is painting from 
life. Portraits, like the one of an 
attractive Asian woman, were 
displayed everywhere. “It’s a real 
visceral kind of drawing,” he 
said, referring to his use of oil on 
wood panels.

The Artisans Guild of Amer-
ica had a booth at the block party. 
Its wonderful exhibition at the 
Reis Building, 43-01 22nd St., fea-
tured 25 artisans with unique 
specialties including chandelier 
makers and leathersmiths. There 
were high-end, handmade baby 
items and linens beside hand-
printed fabrics. The building 
housed small, niche businesses.

The guild’s vice president, 
Eli Rios, copies furniture and 
restores antiques. Working with 
interior designers, he has a 
6,000-square-foot factory in the 
area. “This is refreshing. It’s a 
great place to work and develop,” 
he said. Formerly based in Man-

hattan for 20 years, Rios said he 
was lucky to find space in the 
area.

Ernie Smith, guild president 
and master embroiderer, has a 
10,000-square-foot factory with 
13 employees in L.I.C. They work 
by hand, using hand-guided and 
computer-driven machines.

His company, Penn & Fletch-

er Embroidery, is located just 
north of the bridge at 21st Street 
and 41st Avenue. They do work 
for Broadway shows, movies, cir-
cuses, religious organizations. 
“We just did a curtain and Torah 
covers for a shul in Prague, built 
in 1270.” For film, they created 
Alice’s dress in “Alice in Wonder-
land” and the kimonos for “Mem-

oirs of a Geisha.” Recently, they 
finished a beaded Dolly Parton 
dress.

“We’re employers providing 
jobs for people who are very talent-
ed, but don’t have computer skills 
or educational backgrounds,” 
said Smith, who recalled that 
awhile back, Mayor Bloomberg 
was saying that the city was not 
a good place for manufacturing. 
“But he’s now changed his tune; 
he realizes how important it is 
to the economy of New York City. 
You can’t rely on the financial 
district only.”

Reflecting on L.I.C.’s future, 
Smith said, “One of the things 
I see happening is that people 
are trying to differentiate them-
selves. Large corporations make 
big quantities overseas and try 
and sell it to you, so everyone 
looks alike.

“Small manufacturers can 
make unique things that can’t 
be made on a mass market scale 
and now, with greater interest in 
individuality, people are looking 
to artisans to create something 
special.

“People are amazed this kind 
of work is being done in America, 
especially, in Long Island City.”

Answers in Sports

Continued from Page 35

LIC Arts

Artist Meredith Nieves stands in her studio in front of her artwork.  
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play 
revolves around Pirate Pete, a 
lovable rogue on a mission to fi nd 
his beloved runaway parrot, Polly 
(who prefers pancakes to boring 
old birdseed). Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfi ts like Jolly 
Roger (the insufferably happy 
second mate) and Miroslav, the 
Czech mate (get it?), Pete embarks 
on a journey complete with 
songs, sword fi ghts, and plenty of 
audience interaction.
When: June 2, 16, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

The Mermaids’ Tale — Following 
the success of the Wizard of Oz, 
L. Frank Baum would go on to 
write the charming underwater 
adventure The Sea Fairies, 
published in 1911. Though one 
of Baum’s more obscure titles, 
it came to the attention of 
playwright and director Jack 
Dyville and writing partner John 
Stutte, who were inspired to adapt 
the novel into a children’s musical.
When: June 9, 2pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 

23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

La Callas & Medea — Produced, 
Designed and Directed by Angel 
Gil Orrios. The great soprano 
Maria Callas encounters her most 
famous character, Medea, in this 
drama about two legendary Greek 
women, famed for their capacity 
to love and fall victim to betrayal 
by their men.
When: Through June 24; Fridays, 
8 pm, Saturdays, 3 pm and 8 pm, 
Sundays, 4 pm, from Friday, May 18 
to Sunday, June 24
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 41-
17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880; www.
thaliatheatre.org

Drama Class — For ages 8-13. 
Recital in June. Pre-registration 
and payment required. Beginners 
and intermediate two separate 
classes.
When: Through June 30, 10 am–11 
am
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Hello, Dolly! — Open auditions for 
numerous speaking and singing 
roles and dance opportunities. 
Rehearsals begin in August. 
Performances set for fi rst three 
weekends in November.
Where: Theatre by the Bay, 13-00 
209th St., Bayside
When: June 5 and 7, 7:30 pm
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebay.
com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as 
the Playwrights Circle of Great 
Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and 
writing exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Outdoors Festival — Two free concerts of 
Spanish and Latin American music and dance 
in Thomson Hill Park/Noonan Playground. 
Enjoy highlights of our most popular 
programs. Bring lawn chairs or blankets.
When: June 3 and 10, 1 pm
Where: Thomson Hill Park/Noonan 
Playground, Greenpoint Avenue between 
42nd and 43rd streets, Sunnyside

Symphony Concert — Weber/Berlioz, 
Schubert, Debussy and Glinka Mazurka.
When: June 3, 2 pm
Where: Forest Hills Jewish Center, 106-06 
Queens Blvd., Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 374-1627

Monthly Jazz Jam — The Flushing Town Hall 
Jazz Jam Series is a unique free jam session 
right here in Queens. No need to travel into 
Manhattan, share the stage with our Jazz 
Jam house band at monthly jams curated 
by internationally acclaimed trumpeter and 
Queens College Professor Michael Mossman. 
All levels are welcome.
When: June 6
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern 
Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

York College Ambassadors/Mambo Negro 
— Jazz student of York College in Jamaica.
When: June 7, 5:30 pm
Where: York College Performing Arts Center, 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 262-2000
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

KIDS & FAMILY

Big Apple Circus — It’s stupendous, it’s 
amazing, it’s the Dream Big circus! Come and 
see jugglers, balancing acts, spirited horses 
and Grandma the clown.
When: Through June 17
Where: Cunningham Park, 196-22 Union 
Turnpike at Francis Lewis Blvd., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: (800) 922-3772
Website: bigapplecircus.org

Seeing Trees — View images from 18 artists 
of trees in various landscapes.
When: Through Aug. 18
Where: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 111th 
St., at Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Wbesite: www.nyscience.org

Cartoon exhibit — Animation: A 6,000 
square exhibit features characters from 
the Cartoon Network, including larger than 

Continued on Page 38

Happy Hour 
Tuesday–Friday

4:00pm–7:00pm

Wine Down
Wednesdays 

1/2 Off any Bottle of Wine ($99 or less)

Dock & Dine & 
Water Taxi 

Available

415 Main St., Port Washington,

NY 11050 (516)439-4960
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH & DINNER 
(Closed Monday)

Come Visit and Enjoy Family or Individual Italian Style Dining
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By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

I don’t know if
the presiden-
tial candidates
are running
for the White
House or
Animal House.

• • • Bob Hope

Across
  1. Priests’ vestments
  5. No-no in pin ball
  9. Eagle’s claw
14. Texas city
16. Squirrel’s treat
17. “The dog ate my
       homework”, e.g.
19. Have
20. Lt. maker
21. Balloon filler
22. Swelling
24. Yelled
29. Clearasil target
30. Statutes
31. ET’s craft
32. “I don’t give ____”
35. Prefix with phone or byte
36. French friends
37. Honor roll students
       may do this
40. “__ the night before ...”
41. Drops off
42. Diamond corners
43. Canal site
44. Move, in realty jargon
45. ___ Tin Tin
46. Sticker
48. Marble
51. Turn left
52. Cinco de Mayo, e.g.
53. ‘The Raven’ poet’s
        monogram
55. Close the store, e.g.
61. Main line
62. Keystone and others
63. Pumps and clogs
64. Campus figure
65. Aide: Abbr.

Down
  1. 60’s hairdo
  2. “Camelot” composer
  3. Kleenex or Xerox, e.g.
  4. Part of P.S.T.: Abbr.
  5. Tabby’s mate
  6. Nest eggs, for short

  7. Bygone Ford
  8. ___ Hague
  9. Prepares for takeoff
10. Capital of Ghana
11. Bud’s bud
12. Hosp. areas
13. Austin-to-Dallas dir.
15. Devils Tower’s locale
18. Swab target
23. Pound and Stone
24. Husky, e.g.
25. Pens
26. Childhood disease
27. Submit taxes paperlessly
28. Doctors’ orders
32. “Take ___ back”
33. Big name in Scotch
34. Video game name
35. Bucks
36. Appliance brand
38. Boxer’s sequence
39. First lady Adams
44. Lariats
45. Upped the bet
47. Sky-diving need

49. SAT takers, usually
50. Relieves
52. Hornswoggle
54. “Hey ... over here!”
55. Beetle juice?
56. La-la preceder
57. Acapulco gold
58. Onetime util.
      overseer
59. Life story, in brief
60. Actress Long

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 By Ed Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
May 31-June 6, 2012

Ready, Set . . . Go !
 W

                     FAMOUS  PAIRS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

life graphics, animation from 
concept to fi nished product, 
storyboarding, character 
design and drawing.
When: Weekdays, 9:30 am–5 
pm, Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm, through Sept. 2
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Theater and Dance Children’s 

Workshop — Thalia Spanish 
Theatre is proud to announce 
its biligunal theatre movement 
and dance for children 
workshop taught by Yloy 
Ybarra, incorporating Flamenco 
and Mexican folkloric styles. It 
will accommodate both Spanish 
and English-speaking children. 
The age group is from 5-12 
years old.
When: Saturdays through June 
23, 10 am
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 

Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

AUDITIONS AND 
REHEARSALS

Summer Jazz Program 
auditions — This year’s theme: 
Jazz goes to the movies.
When: June 2, 9 am
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 262-2000
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 37
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Customize one of our catered packages or build your own menu
from scratch. See our brochures and menus online. Ben’s expert advice

is always FREE! Call your local store or the Catering Hotline at
1-800-344-BENS. Delivery Available.

	�������������	���	���
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We’ll set it up, serve it up and clean it up! To celebrate our 40th
Anniversary, Ben’s All-American BBQ is $19.72 per person. Other menus
also available. Visit Ben’s online at ��� !������� ��� for details.

$99960
Bountiful
Banquet

for 40

$31980
Housewarming

Buffet
for 20

$12990
Party

Platters Plus
for 10

$49980
Deluxe Hot & Cold
S’more-gasbord

for 20
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY
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www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
����
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Hundreds of people attended parades over 
the weekend. (Clockwise from top l.) Ayram 
Hinostroza, 2 1/2, waves her flags in College 
Point; members of Francis Lewis High School’s 
Patriot Battalion toss their rifles in the air in 
Little Neck; Zane Kinane, 10 months, shows off 
his stars and stripes; Grace Eltabie and Roland 
Tatzel ride in a 1932 Plymouth; Louie Rovegno 
sits with his dog Poindexter in MacNeil Park; a 
Marine shakes hands with children on College 
Point Boulevard; Marisa Koller, 3, examines her 
flag in Whitestone; Whitestone parade grand 
marshal Col. John Smith who served 21 years 
and 20 days in the Army, rides along the route; 
and Poppy Queen Brianna Marie Denicker rides 
in a Humvee. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA

In Asian countries in-
cluding Japan, China and 
South Korea, stay-at-home 
mothers have spawned a 
trend of chasing big bucks 
as day traders, and a new 
Main Street business is 
hoping to bring the same 
opportunities to Flushing.

IFG Trade is in a pris-
tine white office on the sec-
ond floor of a brick build-
ing near 37th Avenue, but 
the computers in the main 
room keep a watchful eye 
on financial transactions 
taking place all over the 
world without the throngs 
of stock traders shouting 
over each other like on the 
floors of Wall Street.

In fact, potential inves-
tors have the power to get 
a foothold in the futures, 
commodities and foreign 
exchange markets with the 
click of a mouse.

“The old model is gone. 
The Internet took the place 
of everything,” said Win-

ston Cheng, president of the 
new company. “People can 
go online and do it them-
selves cheaper and faster.”

Winston’s company 
not only specializes in trad-
ing foreign currencies, 
commodities and stock fu-
tures, but in training any-
one interested in how to do 
it themselves.

The company runs 
classes to introduce even 
the greenest of traders to 
the basics.

“A lot of people like to 
trade themselves at home 
these days,” he said. “But if 
you blind trade, you’re basi-
cally giving out money.”

For beginners, the 
classes don’t focus on the 
nuances and intricacies 
of market fluctuations, 
since they can take years 
to master. Instead, Cheng 
and his staff teach a solid 
foundation and how to use 
technical analyses — a sort 
of formula of how a market 
might behave based on de-
cades of trends.

Stock futures refer to a 
buyer and a seller of a com-
modity, like gold or corn for 
example, who agree on a 
price for the future to avoid 
market fluctuations in the 
short term. That agreement 
is in the form of a contract, 
and that contract can be 
bought and sold on the fu-

tures market as well.
The foreign exchange 

market, often referred to as 
Forex, is the simultaneous 
buying of one currency and 
the selling of another. Trad-
ers basically bet on wheth-
er a currency will go up or 
down in value compared to 
other currencies.

The Forex market is 
how several stay-at-home 
mothers in Japan made 
fortunes from their home 
computers, according to a 
report by Reuters.

A woman named Mrs. 
Watanabe is the inspiration 
for a contingent of copycats 
who became influential 
traders in the yen market, 
the report said, and the 
trend has spread to coun-
tries like China and Korea.

“IFG Trade is helping 
introduce to the United 
States a phenomenon that 
has already made waves in 
Asia — foreign exchange 
and commodities trading,” 
said John Choe, director of 
the community economic 
development center One 
Flushing. “If successful, 
IFG could make Flushing a 
leading force in helping or-
dinary people — thousands 
of housewives in Japan, Ko-
rea and China have already 
taken the plunge, becoming 
the next George Soros.”

One advantage of trad-

ing in the foreign exchange 
markets, and why it has be-
come popular with the ad-
vent of Internet trading, is 
because the markets were 
just recently opened up to 
individual traders a few 
years ago, and potential 
investors have access to 
markets all over the world 
24 hours a day, according to 
Chen.

Trading basically 
moves in a seamless tran-
sition from one financial 
center to another. For ex-
ample, as soon as the New 
York currency exchange 
closes, the market in Syd-
ney opens.

IFG Trade is on the 
second floor of 37-01 Main 
St. More information is 
available by calling 718-
662-3838 or by visiting ifg-
trade.com.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

Wilson Chen is the president of IFG Trade, a new Flushing business 
focused on introducing new traders to the foreign currency and 
commodity markets. Photo by Joe Anuta

Flushing business offers classes on trading
IFG Trade teaches people how to swap commodities, stock futures and other investments on their own

Restaurant Boot Camp — Speakers 
from New Business Acceleration 
Team will discuss licensing/permits 
required for food business and micro 
lender to discuss special fi nancing 
available for food business.
When: May 31, 5:30 pm
Where: Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, 75-20 Astoria Blvd., Suite 
140, Jackson Heights

10th Annual Queens Small 
Business and Procurement Expo 
— The forum provides Queens and 
metropolitan area small business 
owners with the chance to meet 
and speak with a large number 
of procurement representatives 
about contract opportunities and to 
network with other small businesses. 
Workshops will also be offered 
throughout the day.
When: June 8, 8 am

Where: Con Edison Learning Center, 
43-82 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5306

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the 
national organization that empowers 
and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual 
lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer

When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 
Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact chapter president Martin 
Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-
8877, Ext. 15

“Everlasting Spring” Dinner-Dance 
— Honor the 33rd anniversary of the 
Greater Woodhaven Development Corp.
When: June 1, 7:30 pm
Where: Cordon Bleu, 96-01 Jamaica Ave., 
Woodhaven
Contact: (718) 805-8300

Centennial Concert — Music director 
and conductor David Close.
When: June 3, 4 pm
Where: Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, 
Ascan Avenue at Queens Boulevard, 
Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-6251

17th Annual Rosa Gala — Honoring 
Dorothy Lewandowski, Julia Ermish, 
Suzanne Karl and Lind Lam.
When: June 7, 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296

Website: www.queensbotanical.org

Rose Gala — Honoring “strong women in 
communities.”
When: June 7, 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

40th Anniversary Scholarship Fund 
Dinner — Honoring Hillcrest High School.
When: June 7, 6 pm
Where: Westbury Manor
Contact: (718) 658-5407 X. 1461

A Matter of Taste — Wine tasting 
featuring fi ne wines and hors d’eouvres. 
RSVP.
When: June 10, 2 pm
Where: Fort Totten, Fort Totten, Bayside
Contact: (718) 352-1769
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Liu said “feisty and funny, 
she deftly chronicled — and 
at times skewered — the 
borough’s political life.”

She filed her last col-
umn and photo page for 
TimesLedger Monday for 
the May 24-30 issue.

Richard was prede-
ceased by her father, Clem-
ent Boyle, a former em-
ployee of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer and The New York 
Daily News; her mother, 
Beatrice Bennett; her first 
husband, Theodore Rich-
ard, and their two sons, Mi-
chael and Theodore Jr.

She was buried with 
her sons at Nassau Knolls 
Cemetery in Port Washing-
ton, L.I.

Donations in her 
memory can be made to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion.

Editor Roz Liston con-
tributed to this story.

After all, Hines pays 
no rent, and as he has done 
several times in the past, he 
can simply hop in the driv-
er’s seat and take a trip.

A woman often walks 
her dog by the RV and 
says hello, and on holidays 
Hines visits the home of a 
longtime friend’s family.

“His family is really 
sweet,” Hines said. “They 
send me cards on my birth-
day.”

Those cards would 
need to be hand-delivered, 
however, since Hines has 
no mailing address.

To stay legal, all he 
needs to do is move the ve-
hicle once a week.

And though Hines 
expects to start a new job 
by next month, he has no 
plans to move back into an 
apartment.

His ideal setup would 
involve private land and a 
bigger RV, specifically one 
with a living room that can 
expand outward, he said, 
like a dresser drawer.

Although Hines does 

not park his RV in the for-
est like he had seen others 
do on camping trips, even 
on the streets of Queens he 
sometimes catches glimps-
es of Mother Nature.

“When we had the bliz-
zard last year, I came out 
and could see 3 feet of snow 
and no cars,” he said. “It 
was like I was in the wil-
derness.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

ROP

Continued from Page 4 Continued from Page 9

Dee RV living

Whitestone civic offers discount biz cards
The Welcome to Whitestone Commercial and Residential Civic Associa-

tion partnered with a host of businesses around northeast Queens to offer a 
discount card to its members.

Card-carrying civic members can then get deals when they patronize the 
mom-and-pop shops that populate the area.

According to the civic’s founder, Devon O’Connor, it is a way for local 
businesses to give back to the community.

But to obtain a card, one must be a member of the civic association.

BRINGIN’ BACK THE BANNERS
Mets fans Charlie Argento and Lewis Gurgis remember “The Kid” Gary Carter during Banner Day at Citi Field Sunday. 

Photo by Steven Malecki

Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/timesledger

Volunteer ambulance service 
seeks new members

The Glen Oaks Volunteer Ambulance Corps is looking for 
members of the Glen Oaks; Floral Park; Bellerose; Oakland Gar-
dens; New Hyde Park, L.I.; and North Shore Towers communities 
to join its volunteer team.

It will provide the necessary training and participants 
will have access to opportunities for further training and 
participation.

If you are over 14 and want to help your community, please 
call 718-347-1637 or visit the corps headquarters at 257-02 Union 
Tnpk. in Floral Park, across from the Glen Oaks Shopping Cen-
ter.

Members are available after 7 p.m. Sunday to Friday 
and 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. on Saturday for inquiries and to provide 
membership applications.

Synagogue Thrift Shop
The Free Synagogue of Flushing would like to invite 

the community to its store.
The shop is on the synagogue grounds at 41-60 Kissena 

Blvd. between Sanford Avenue and Main Street in Flush-
ing. It is open every Monday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The shop carries household items, gently used cloth-
ing, accessories and other merchandise.

The synagogue also welcomes donations.
For more information, please call 718-961-0030.

Dee Richard trained at what is known today as Vaughn College to 
become an aircraft illustrator before eventally becoming a house-
hold name in Queens and one of the borough’s most popular writ-
ers. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy 
won its first CHSAA state 
softball title behind a pow-
erful middle in the batting 
order. It’s because of those 
same players that the Stan-
ners will get a chance to de-
fend that crown.

“It definitely brought 
us back,” sophomore Tay-
lor Moss said. “We usually 
get stronger as the season 
comes to an end.”

She had four hits and 
a walk, scored twice and 
drove in two runs, includ-
ing the tying one in the 
top of the sixth. Moss, her 
sister Dana and Maria 
Palmeri combined to go 10-
for-14 with four RBIs and 
five runs scored in Molloy’s 
7-5 comeback win over St. 
Francis Prep in Game 2 
of the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens softball champi-
onship series Sunday at 
Queens College. Molloy 
claims its fourth straight 
sweep and diocesan crown.

“I’d like to think 
that we’re peaking now,” 
Stanners Coach Maureen 
Rosenbaum said. “We re-
ally haven’t peaked this 
year.”

The victory is a special 
one for Palmeri, who has 
started on all four clubs. 
She began this game in 
the circle, but was chased 
down 5-2 with two outs in 
the third inning despite 
only allowing one hit. The 
C.W. Post-bound shortstop, 
who saw two runs score 
on wild pitches, then made 
a diving grab to end the 
frame behind ace Victoria 
Goldbach. Taylor Moss said 
Palmeri never talked about 
what this victory would 

mean to her, but you just 
knew by how she played.

“The first one is always 
going to be my biggest mem-
ory, freshman on varsity,” 
Palmeri said. “But now this 
is the completion.”

The Stanners bats 
have Goldbach to thank for 
giving them a chance for 
their second comeback win 
in this series. Molloy (13-2) 
scored twice in the bottom 
of the seventh inning for a 
3-2 victory all the way back 
to May 23 in Game 1. The 
senior windmiller tossed 4 
1/3 innings of scoreless re-

lief, allowing just two hits. 
SFP (9-6) got four runs in 
the third without a hit to 
make it 5-2 and led 5-3 after 
Molloy’s Julianne Tracy 
brought home a run in 
the fourth with a fielder’s 
choice. Theresa Conway 
had two hits, walked twice 
and scored a run for the 
Stanners.

“I knew our bats were 
going to wake up sooner or 
later,” Goldbach said. “My 
main concern was not let-
ting them score any more 
runs.”

She was able to keep 

the young Terriers lineup 
at bay, but it was still a suc-
cessful season in SFP Coach 
Ann Marie Rich’s mind. Her 
squad loses just two seniors 
in Lomangino, who she felt 
was affected by the heat in 
the late innings, and out-
fielder Eishara Campbell. 
She gave the Molloy middle 
of the order credit for what 
it’s done against her team 
over the years, but likes the 
way her team is set for the 
future.

“There is still a lot of 
talent there,” Rich said. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Francis Lewis walked 
its way back to the semi-
finals last week, but was 
stopped by Susan Wagner 
following a Madison upset.

The sixth-ranked Pa-
triots extended their season 
by drawing 11 walks over 
No. 3 James Madison, three 
with the bases loaded, in a 
4-2 win in the PSAL Class 
A softball quarterfinals 
May 22 at Bergen Beach 
in Brooklyn. It was Lewis’ 
second straight trip to the 
final four and its second 
win over Madison, the city 
runner-up a year ago, this 
season.

The Fresh Meadows 
school, not known for be-
ing an offensive jugger-
naut, faced Susan Wagner 
on May 24 and fell 11-1 to 
the second-seeded Falcons’, 
who advanced to the finals 
for the first time since 1989. 
The Patriots, however, 
showed resilience and pa-
tience until the end.

“I thought we did a 

great job taking walks,” 
Lewis Coach Bryan Brown 
said. “We didn’t get hits, we 
got hits in the final innings. 
We kept plugging away.”

Against Madison, the 
Patriots didn’t get a hit un-
til Kiara Libreros, Bianca 
Concepcion and Samantha 
Stelloh strung together 
three straight to start the 
top of the seventh inning. 
Cerda and Samantha Lal-
lave both drew two-out 
walks to give their team a 
4-2 lead. Madison attempted 
to rally in the seventh after 
Jennie Hosty singled and 
Danielle Mulle fouled off 
numerous pitches to work 
a walk, putting runners on 
first and second. Priscilla 
Lallave, who struck out 
five, proceeded to get the fi-
nal three outs, ending with 
a pop-up that hung in the 
air before settling into Con-
cepcion’s glove at third.

“I saw the popup go 
and I didn’t even look at her 
catch it,” said Cerda, the 
designated player. “I just 

Palmeri’s bat inspires title
Archbishop Molloy lifted over SF Prep for championship win

Francis Lewis shows 
heart in postseason

Francis Lewis celebrates its victory over James Madison. 
Photo by William Thomas

Archbishop Molloy celebrates its victory over St. Francis Prep. Photo by William Thomas

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44

Sports
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Bryant ends Lehman win 
streak in playoff opening

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Rocco Rotondi’s pre-
season message was forget 
the past. He kept that motto 
after a subpar regular sea-
son.

“We’re not even wor-
ried about what we did dur-
ing the regular season,” the 
Bryant baseball coach said. 
“We’re worried about our 
next game.”

The 23rd-seeded Owls 
looked like the team many 
predicted after last spring’s 
quarterfinal run, not the 
one that finished third in 
Queens A West May 23. 
Bryant upset No. 10 Leh-
man, snapping the Lions’ 
string of two straight PSAL 
Class A semifinal appear-
ances, with a 3-1 road vic-
tory in the opening round 
of the city playoffs.

Nick Alvarez was bril-
liant over 6 2/3 innings of 
work, allowing just three 
hits and one run, and Dar-
lyn Valdez came in to get 
the final out. Adonis Lao 

tripled and drove in two 
runs, Alvarez scored a 
run and also drove one in 
and Justin Valentin had 
two hits for the Owls, who 
were scheduled to meet 
No. 7 Monroe in the second 
round Friday at 3:30 p.m. in 
the Bronx.

“We’re a much better 
team than we were a month 
ago, there’s no doubt about 
that,” Rotondi said. “We’re 
playing solid baseball.”

Rotondi made a few 
changes to ignite the turn-
around, moving around 
a few different players in 
the field and rearranging 
the batting order. His team 
also began doing the little 
things, such as bunting and 
moving runners over, tak-
ing more pitches and tight-
ening up defensively. Even 
before May 23’s victory, 
Bryant did close the regu-
lar season with seven wins 
in eight tries, including 
an upset of Queens A West 
champion John Adams.

“We just improved, we 

got better,” Rotondi said. 
“We used our losing streak 
as something to learn from, 
that we have to go out and 
play each game hard re-
gardless of the opponent.”

Bryant (12-5) will only 
face top-end competition 
from here on out. Rotondi 
didn’t want to make too 
much out of May 23’s vic-
tory. The lineup still isn’t 
producing as many runs 
as he would like to see, 
and while this may not be 
a trademark Monroe team, 
it remains extremely tal-
ented.

“We’re gonna give 
them our best shot and 
hopefully it will be good 
enough to win,” Rotondi 
said. “We’re a confident 
team. I think my guys want 
to play Monroe. The fact 
that we were kind of forgot-
ten after our losing streak 
and people didn’t take us 
serious anymore, it kind of 
lit a fire in our belly.”
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ran to the gate and I was like, ‘I know we 
got this.”

Madison (16-2) got a run in the first in-
ning when Gina Gerone doubled and scored 
on an error. Lewis (16-3) evened the score 
in the top of the second with three one-out 
walks against Knights starter Cheyenne 
Tatesure. Neleini Esmeral’s two-out walk 
put the Pats up 2-1. Lewis took a one-run 
lead in the sixth when Madison catcher 
Samantha Rodriguez threw down to first 
with the bases loaded to try to pick off Tay-
lor Stanton. Hosty got tangled making the 
tag and Selina Lallave score from third.

“A lot of people doubted us, like our 
team — it wasn’t the strongest,” Priscilla 
Lallave said. “Everyone was like they 
made it to the top four, they’re not making 
it again.”

Knights Coach Brian Friedman, in 
his first year at the helm, was pleased with 

the season his team had after losing ace 
Kayla Hill to graduation. The windmiller 
led Madison, which won their division, to 
three straight championship game appear-
ances and a city title two year ago. Gerone 
tried to spark her team back against Lewis. 
Two pitches after a questionable ball call, 
the star shortstop drilled a solo home run 
into left center to tie the score at 2 in the 
sixth.

“They have a lot to be proud of,” Fried-
man said of his players. “It’s tough if you 
give them gifts like that. Not to take any-
thing away from [Lewis]. They did what 
they had to do.”

When the season began, Brown called 
his club the forgotten team of the semifi-
nalists from a year ago. Lewis had a rocky 
regular season, finishing tied for second 
with Bayside in Queen A-I. Through all 
that, it’s the Patriots who are again playing 
for a chance to compete for a city title.

“Hopefully, we break the door down 
and get to the finals now,” Brown said. 
“This is building something for us.”

“I’ve got a lot of young kids. It’s a good crop. 
We are not totally depleted.”

Molloy now advances to the CHSAA 
state tournament where it meets Archdioc-

esan champion and rival St. Joseph by the 
Sea in the semifinals 1:30 p.m. last Tues-
day at Kellenberg. The game will also serve 
as the city title game. Stanners locked up 
the first of three crowns as they will now 
defend their state championship.

“If I look back on my high school years, 
you won all four years I played on varsity,” 
Palmeri said. “It’s a pretty big deal.”

Continued from Page 43
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SJU’s McArdle given honorable mention
Following a breakout sophomore season at St. John’s University, 

Kieran McArdle was given honorable mention at the attack position by 
the United States Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association.

“I couldn’t be any prouder of Kieran,” said head Coach Jason Mill-
er. “He performed at a very high level all year and proved to be one 
of the best attackers in the Big East. He is certainly deserving of the 
recognition and I’m very happy for him.”

The Ronkonkoma, L.I., native finished the season with 28 goals, 
32 assists and 60 points in 15 games. McArdle’s totals were the most 
goals, assists and points in a season since program reinstatement in 
2005. He led the Big East in points (3.77) and assists (2.00) per game 
during the regular season.
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