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A coalition of developers, 
businesses and environmental-
ists have launched a bid to clean 
up Flushing Creek.

More than 800 million gal-
lons of raw sewage flows into 
the finger-shaped body of water, 
which separates Willets Point 
from Flushing, every year, ac-
cording to researchers.

Sludge seeps into the creek 
from combined sewage overflows 
anytime there is even minimal 

Continued on Page 54

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Former Bayside City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran seized on 
the struggling Bayside YMCA 
as a cover for helping supporters 
scheme to skim city money ear-

marked to bolster area nonprof-
its, prosecutors contended this 
week at his federal corruption 
trial in White Plains.

Prosecutors played secretly 
recorded conversations of Hal-
loran strategizing with an un-

dercover FBI agent known as Raj, 
who was posing as a wealthy de-
veloper, and Moses Stern, a Rock-
land County developer who is co-
operating with the government, 
and outlined how the former 
lawmaker allegedly plotted to use 

discretionary Council funding to 
his benefit.

Halloran is on trial with state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
and the ex-vice chairman of the 
Queens Republican Party, Vin-

Continued on Page 47
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PHOTO-WORTHY FINISH

Tonalist, ridden by jockey Joel Rosario, edges out Commissioner to win the 146th running of the Belmont Stakes. See coverage on Pages 9, 24, 52. 
AP Photo/Matt Slocum

Halloran tapes describe Y plan
Feds allege he plotted to use taxpayer funds as bribes to win campaign gifts 

Developers push 
to halt sewage in
Flushing Creek

Renee Katz will never be si-
lenced.

The Flushing musician, 
who lost her hand when she was 
pushed in front of a moving train 
at 17, has released a new book 
seeking to inspire other young 
people who have suffered tragic 
occurrences.

The book chronicles the day 
that changed the young flautist’s 
life and includes poems she has 
written since.

Surgeons reattached her 
hand, but she has never been able 
to play the flute.

She has kept music in her life 
through singing.

Flautist who lost hand 
writes to inspire others

World Cup fever ready
to take Queens by storm
Page 9 QGuide Page 39QGuideQGuide Page 39Page 39

Healing 
with music
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See story on Page 3
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Murray Hill bridge, 
closed for years so it could 
be rebuilt, needs to be com-
pletely reconstructed for 
a second time, elected offi-
cials announced last week.

The 149th Street 
Bridge, which connects 
Roosevelt and 41st avenues 
over Long Island Rail Road 
tracks, has been closed to 
traffic since 2010 for the 
project. The bridge was 
originally scheduled to be 
completed in November 
2011, but has faced years 
of delays after the first re-
construction was deemed 
unsafe by the city.

“It’s extremely disap-
pointing that we have to 
start this project again 
from square  one,” state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) said. “However, I 
am optimistic that this new 
administration is working 
as quickly as possible to get 
this bridge completed and 
reopened. I know that resi-
dents and business owners 
are extremely frustrated 
with what has become an 
over four-year process, and 
I pledge to hold the Depart-
ment of Transportation 

accountable to their new 
deadline.”

Construction of the 
bridge was completed in 
May 2011, but it was never 
reopened as it was deemed 
unsafe because of cracks 
the city discovered.

The city is now su-
ing the contractor it hired 
to design and build the 
bridge, Gandhi Engineer-
ing, for damages “as a re-
sult of breach of contract 
and professional malprac-
tice,” according to court 
documents filed in state 
Supreme Court.

The city’s suit con-
tends the firm failed to 
build a bridge “sufficient 
for its intended purpose of 
carrying vehicular and pe-
destrian traffic.”

Gandhi Engineering 
declined to comment about 
the lawsuit’s allegations.

The bridge opened 
back up to pedestrians in 
summer 2012, but was still 
closed to vehicular traffic, 
much to the chagrin of adja-
cent business owners, who 
said they have suffered 
financially because of the 
construction.

“Customers don’t come 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
Seven decades after 

troops stormed Normandy, 
Vietnam Veterans recalled 
how the heroics of those 
who fought in World War 
II inspired generations of 
Americans — from Whites-
tone and beyond.

Close to 35 people 
gathered at Whitestone 
Veterans Memorial Field 
last Friday to join Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 
4787 and Vietnam Veterans 
of America Chapter 32 in 
commemorating the 70th 
anniversary of D-Day.

Paul Narson, president 
of VVA Chapter 32, opened 
the ceremony by saluting 
Wold War II veterans.

“As we got older, our 
families and our schools 
taught us about you, your 
battle and your courage,” 
he said. “You taught our 
generation the meaning of 
duty, honor and country on 
June 6, 1944.”

Rabbi Steven Axelman 
reflected on his visit to 
Normandy this spring be-
fore giving an invocation. 
He described the Ameri-
can cemetery where 9,837 
men and women who died 
during the Allied thrust 
on the European mainland 
against Nazi Germany are 
buried.

“Every step I took 
away from the beaches, 
I was aware that one of 
America’s sons, brothers 
and fathers may have given 
his life in that very spot,” 
Axelman said.

Fred Hensel, com-

mander of VFW Post 4787 in 
Whitestone, read remarks 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower 
gave to the troops before 
they embarked on the so-
called Operation Overlord.

Several politicians 
then spoke, including 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), and former city 
Comptroller John Liu, who 
is mounting a primary 
challenge to Avella.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) called a 
handful of World War II 
veterans up beside him to 
thank them for their ser-
vice. He singled out Frank 
Milano, who came dressed 
in a pristine-looking uni-
form.

“He was describing 
climbing down the rope lad-
der, getting into the trans-
port ship, waiting that 10 to 
15 minutes until the land-
ing doors came down and 
stepping off on the beach,” 
Vallone said. ”Our genera-
tion, we can’t even fathom 
what that meant.”

The ceremony con-
cluded with two trumpet 

players standing astride a 
large memorial and accom-
panying a recording of taps 
as the flag was raised.

Milano, a U.S. Army 
radio operator who stormed 
Normandy, said he came 
“to honor the men who are 
no longer here.”

Similarly, Bill Cos-
tello, an infantryman, said 
he wanted to pay respects 
to those left behind, includ-
ing his former sergeant, 
Frank Vasco, who died at 
Normandy.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

The 149th Street bridge stands closed. Photo by Alex Robinson

City Councilman Paul Vallone (c.) thanks World War II veterans for their service. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle

City to reconstruct 
Murray Hill bridge

Boro vets mark D-Day
Whitestone commemorates 70th anniversary of WW II offense

Rabbi Steven 
Axelman visited 
Normandy this 

spring.
Continued on Page 47
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
More than 30 years 

after overcoming a horri-
fying attack in which she 
was pushed in front of an 
oncoming subway train 
and lost her hand, Renee 
Katz is still finding ways to 
inspire.

The Flushing musi-
cian has announced the 
release of her book, “Never 
Been Gone,” which seeks to 
embolden other survivors. 
The book contains poetry 
she wrote throughout the 
years, from the days follow-
ing the subway incident up 
until present day.

“As unfortunate as 
it was, there were lessons 
that could be learned mov-
ing forward,” she said. “I 
made up my mind I was go-
ing to feel and experience 
my life and go into the fear 
rather than avoiding it.”

On June 7, 1979, the 

flautist’s life changed for-
ever when she was pushed 
off a subway platform in 
Midtown Manhattan by 
an unidentified man. The 
17-year-old fell onto the 
tracks in front of a train, 
which severed her hand. 
Surgeons at Bellevue Hos-
pital were able to miracu-
lously reattach the hand af-
ter 16 hours of surgery, but 
she has never regained full 
function.

The story played out on 
front pages across the city 
and around the country.

Her new book chron-
icled that day and the 
months that followed as she 
coped with her injury and 
figured out how to rebuild 
her future.

Although the promis-
ing student, who attended 
the High School of Music 
and Art, could no longer 
play the flute, she made 
sure music was still part of 

her life.
“I tried to redefine 

my life using the things I 
was passionate about,” she 

said. “I tried focusing on 
my voice. I’m very blessed 
I can sing. Music is part of 
my soul and nothing is go-
ing to stop that from hap-
pening.”

She became a cabaret 
singer and released a CD, 
with the same name as her 
new book, which shares 
many of the same messages 
and themes as her poems. 
Katz, who now works as an 
occupational therapist, said 
she is currently working on 
a second album she plans to 
release next year.

In the weeks that fol-
lowed her attack, Katz said 
letters sent from well-wish-
ing New Yorkers helped her 
through her ordeal. She 
also took inspiration from 
her father, Isidore, a Holo-
caust survivor.

“If my father could get 
through all that horrible 
stuff, I could get through 
this,” she said. “I wasn’t 

going to let myself become 
numb and bitter. I would 
be playing into the hands 
of the guy who pushed me 
off that subway platform if 
I did that.”

Katz’s attacker was 
never found. A suspect was 
put on trial in 1980, but ac-
quitted of all charges.

She said the attack 
made her much more aware 
of her environment.

“I still have a little 
post-traumatic stress that 
gets the better of me, but I 
work through it,” she said.

Katz rarely rides the 
subway anymore since she 
has learned to drive, but 
when she has to, she never 
goes on her own.

“An accident really 
causes you to grow up 
much quicker,” she said. 
“The gratitude I feel from 
things is more intense be-
cause I know life can be 
taken away so quickly.”

Renee Katz releases her new book “Never Been Gone,” which 
chronicles her inspirational story. Photo courtesy Nick Granito

Flushing woman pushed off subway platform releases book
Renee Katz publishes poems to embolden others decades after losing her hand in grim episode
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Art Show
LOCAL ARTIST

BARBARA VILBIG
Friday, June 13 & Saturday, June 14

Art Show and Reception 6 pm – 8 pm

The Hair Place 56-08 Marathon Parkway, Little Neck
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Success Academy 

Charter Schools announced 
this week it planned to sub-
mit applications to open 
more than a dozen new lo-
cations in four of the five 
boroughs, including four 
schools in Queens, in re-
sponse to what the organi-
zation said is an “all-time 
high” in demand for char-
ter school seats.

The group said Tues-
day that it would be send-
ing in requests to the SUNY 
Charter Schools Institute 
to open 14 new public char-
ter schools in Queens, 
Brooklyn, Manhattan and 
the Bronx that would offer 
thousands more seats for 
parents looking to enroll 
their children in charter 
schools within the next two 
years.

The new locations 
would include four schools 
set to open in August 2015 
and 10 that would open the 
following summer, in Au-
gust 2016.

In a news release sent 
out earlier this week, Suc-
cess Academy noted that 
more than 14,400 families 
applied for a chance to 
fill fewer than 3,000 open 
seats for the 2014-15 school 
year. The organization 
said the 14 new schools, if 
established, would address 
a growing need for more 
charter schools, a demand 
that has increased since 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed 
legislation earlier this year 
that would allow charter 
schools to be eligible for 

government funding.
“These families, repre-

senting more than a dozen 
neighborhoods, are desper-
ate for great schools,” said 
Eva Moskowitz, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Success 
Academy. “Even with 14 
more schools, we will not 
make a dent in the demand 
we are seeing.”

The organization said 
it plans to open the schools 
with a focus on kindergar-
ten and first-grade, enroll-
ing between 150 and 200 
students in the first year 
the buildings are open and 
expanding to more classes 
in the future.

The plans include ap-
plications for four schools 
in Queens — one in District 
27 that would open in 2015 
and three in Districts 24, 
28 and 30 that would open 
in 2016 — as well as two 
in Manhattan, one in the 
Bronx and seven in Brook-
lyn.

Success Academy said 
acceptance into the 14 lo-
cations would be based on 
community demand from 
parents who live in the dis-
tricts and on the number 
of high schools within the 
district.

“[City Schools] Chan-
cellor [Carmen] Fariña 
recently noted that it is im-
portant to listen to the com-
munity,” Moskowitz said in 
a statement. “That is what 
we are doing in applying for 
these charters, because the 
community is demanding 
more high-quality charter 
schools.”

BY KELSEY DURHAM

As the City Council be-
gins to consider a minimum 
wage increase that would 
potentially bump hourly 
pay up to at least $15 an 
hour citywide, one council-
man from eastern Queens 
has raised concerns about 
the negative side effects it 
could have on his district.

Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
is hoping to bring atten-
tion to the impact that the 
pay increase would have on 
businesses in his 23rd Dis-
trict, which borders Nassau 
County, if legislation were 
to pass requiring owners 
to nearly double wages for 
employees.

Weprin — who repre-
sents Little Neck, Oakland 
Gardens, Glen Oaks, Doug-
laston, Queens Village, Bel-
lerose, Floral Park and Hol-
lis Hills — said he worries 
that if the minimum wage 
increase were to affect the 
city only, businesses in 
Queens would suffer from 
competition in neighboring 
Long Island, where owners 
would have higher profits 

stemming from smaller la-
bor costs.

“I’ve always been a 
big supporter of raising 
minimum wage and I think 
workers are working for 
way less than what they 
should be,” Weprin said. 
“But that being said, I think 

there are some risks for 
raising it just in New York 
City, especially as high as 
the $15 an hour that’s pro-
posed while the rest of the 
state stays at $8.”

The idea for a citywide 
minimum wage increase 
was introduced earlier 

this month when Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
announced her interest 
in raising the rate to what 
she called “well above $10 
an hour,” a figure that has 
been discussed nationally 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Community Board 7 
gave a resounding no to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s pro-
posal to consider looking at 
legalizing basement apart-
ments at a meeting Monday 
night.

The board unani-
mously voted to support a 
non-binding resolution de-
claring its opposition to the 
idea.

“This is out in the 
forefront right now,” board 
member Tyler Cassell said 
at the meeting. “We have to 
let them know we strongly 
oppose this.”

CB 7’s neighbor to the 
east, CB 11 passed its own 
resolution denouncing the 

possible legalization of 
basement apartments in 
April. CB covers Flushing, 
Whitestone, College Point 
and Bay Terrace, while CB 
11 covers Bayside, Douglas-
ton, Little Neck and part of 
Auburndale.

De Blasio included 
the policy as part of his 
plan to build 200,000 units 
of affordable housing. His 
Housing Department com-
missioner, Vicki Been, re-
cently stressed to a Queens 
Borough Board meeting 
the administration has 
not committed to anything 
concerning legalizing base-
ment apartments other 
than taking a look at the 
possibility.

Board members scoffed 

at the idea, saying it would 
do nothing to address af-
fordable housing problems 
and that it would lead to 
violations of the neighbor-
hood’s zoning laws.

“The reason you can’t 

rent out [your basement] is 
the same reason you bought 
the house in the first place: 
It’s a single-family detached 
house,” CB 7 Vice Chair-
man Chuck Apelian said.

CB 7 also voted 38-0, 
with one abstention, to ap-
prove an application by the 
city Department of Trans-
portation to rehabilitate the 
Roosevelt Avenue bridge, 
which runs over Flushing 
Creek and was constructed 
in 1927.

The bridge has four 
lanes of traffic, a sidewalk 
on either side and the No. 7 
train on top.

The application re-
quested approval for tem-
porary construction, which 

CB 7 Vice Chairman Chuck 
Apelian slams the possibility 
of legalizing basement apart-
ments. Photo by Alex Robinson

City Councilman Mark Weprin has voiced concerns about a proposal to raise the city-wide minimum 
wage to $15 an hour.

Success Academy Charter Schools is planning to submit applica-
tions to open 14 more charter schools across the city, including 
one in the former home of St. Pius X Catholic School in Rosedale.

CB7 nixes basement apartments

Beware of pay raise: Weprin
City councilman worries minimum wage increase will hurt business

Charter schools eye
14 new spots in city

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

“District leader” is 
hardly a household title, but 
two women vying for the 
Queens Democratic Party 
post in western Queens are 
relying on the hallmark of 
typical elections by regis-
tering campaign commit-
tees, turning to unions and 
brandishing endorsements.

The race for district 
leader, an unpaid liaison 
between the county party 
and Democratic voters, may 
distance Jackson Heights’ 
progressive-leaning elected 
officials from a part of their 
union base. 

The two men and wom-
en elected district leaders 
in each Assembly district 
by registered Democrats 
contribute to the party’s 
platform, help select its 
leader and participate in 
the nomination of civil and 
surrogate judges.  The Re-
publicans also have a simi-
lar process.

Jessica Ramos, cur-
rently a female district 
leader in state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya’s (D-
Jackson Heights) district, 
said she found out at the 
last minute that the Queens 
party would not support 
her in this election cycle.

The Jackson Heights 
resident said county Demo-
crats turned against her 
because she was the only 

non-legislator to back 
City Council 
Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) 
early in the pro-
gressive’s race 
for the position — an asser-
tion disputed by Moya.

Ramos, communica-
tions director for a coali-
tion of unions called Build 
Up NYC, said building ser-

vice workers union 32BJ, 
where she has worked; 

United Food and 
Commercial Work-
ers Union Local 
1500, where her hus-
band is employed; 
and Amalgamated 

Lithographers of America 
Local One have backed her 
bid.

“It seems to me that 
I’m being penalized for hav-
ing supported the Council 

speaker before they had 
a deal with the Queens 
County Democratic Party,” 
Ramos said, noting that the 
machine supported Coun-
cilman Daniel Garodnick 
(D-Manhattan) when she 
came out for Mark-Viverito. 
“I did not find out for cer-
tain that they wouldn’t be 
supporting my re-election 
that year until the day be-
fore the party call.”

Her opponent, Yanna 

Henriquez, a Corona resi-
dent and program director 
of the Dominico-Amer-
ican Society of Queens, 
and Moya said the county 
Democrats’ endorsement 
decision was motivated 
solely by redistricting that 
brought more of Elmhurst 
and Corona into the 39th 
Assembly District.

They said the party 
sought more geographic 
diversity in its slate of dis-
trict leaders.

“As it currently stands, 
three out of the four district 
leaders in the 39th Assem-
bly District live on the same 
block, leaving large swaths 
of Corona unrepresented 
at this level,” Moya said in 
a statement that praised 
Henriquez as a community 
advocate. “Our decision to 
support Yanna Henriquez 
was based on these metrics 
alone.”

When TimesLedger 
Newspapers approached 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The state Assembly 
passed a Queens Library 
reform bill Monday, but it 
is unlikely to even come up 
for a vote in the state Sen-
ate.

The bill, authored by 
Assemblyman Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-East Elmhurst) and 
Borough President Melin-
da Katz, passed the lower 
chamber unanimously by 
a vote of 132-0. The legisla-
tion would reform the li-
brary’s board of trustees in 
an attempt to make the non-
profit more transparent.

“I am very pleased that 
the Queens Library reform 
measure sponsored by As-
sembly member Aubry was 
approved by the Assembly 

without opposition,” Katz 
said in a statement. “It is 
a sensible measure that 
would dramatically im-
prove the governance and 
oversight of the Queens Li-
brary and help guarantee 
that it remains one of our 
borough’s most treasured 
institutions for many years 
to come.”

Lawmakers first 
started working on legisla-
tion to reform the library 
following revelations the 
nonprofit’s CEO, Thomas 
Galante, made a $392,000 
salary and the start of an 
FBI investigation concern-
ing questionable fiscal 
management of the non-
profit, which gets federal, 
state and city funding.

The bill is sponsored by 

Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) in the Senate and 
has received support from 
the Queens City Council 
delegation as well as six of 
the borough’s senators, but 
it is still unlikely to even be 
considered for a vote in the 
upper chamber in the little 
time that remains in the 
legislative session.

The fight between 
state Democrats and the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, a breakaway 
group that governs the Sen-
ate with Republicans, has 
trickled into the discussion 
on Queens Library reform 
and stalled the process.

Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who joined the 
IDC in February, has used 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
City Councilman Paul 

Vallone (D-Bayside) has 
introduced a bill he hopes 
will help save lives by cut-
ting down response times 
for emergency personnel.

Vallone’s legislation, 
introduced last week, 
would require the city to 
create and distribute a 911 
information card to every 
household in the five bor-
oughs that includes details 
Vallone said are critical to 
helping fire and police of-
ficials respond to an emer-
gency in a timely manner.

The northeast Queens 
representative said the idea 
of the bill is to cut down on 
miscommunication that 
can often occur during an 

emergency between a caller 
and a 911 operator.

“Sometimes emergen-
cies occur when you aren’t 
at your house, and maybe 
the person that is there 
doesn’t know the critical 
information to give to the 
911 operator,” Vallone said. 
“If we provide these cards 
where the information 
is right there for anyone 
making the call, we could 
minimize a lot of tragedies 

that happen because people 
don’t know addresses or 
cross streets.”

Vallone’s bill comes 
just days after Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale) introduced 
her own plan to update the 
city’s 911 system by requir-
ing operators to transmit 
information they have been 
given by a caller to police, 
fire and EMS officials, hop-
ing to cut back on response 
times by providing respond-
ers with all the information 
they need up front.

Vallone said the cards 
would include information 
such as address, nearby 
landmarks, cross streets 
and details about people 
who live in the home, such 

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
is hoping to cut down on emer-
gency response times with 
a new bill he introduced last 
week.

Jessica Ramos seeks another two years as female district leader 
in the 39th Assembly District. Photo courtesy Jessica Ramos

Vallone bill aims to lessen 
emergency response times

Queens Library reforms stall 
after passing State Assembly

Dems duel for Jax Hts. district leader post
 Union staffer says labor groups lining up behind her as county machine backs her challenger  

Marchers carry a banner supporting Yanna Henriquez 
as female district leader in the 39th Assembly District. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 20
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

U.S. Labor Secretary 
Thomas Perez implored 
more than 1,000 LaGuardia 
Community College gradu-
ates never to give in to ad-
versity while television 
newsman Ray Suarez said 
their need for more educa-
tion was infinite.

Thunderous applause 
and joyous shouts erupted 
from families and friends 
of the 1,008 graduates, orig-
inally from many nations, 
as the cap-and-gowned 
graduates filed into the Ja-
cob Javits Center June 5 to 
the strains of Elgar’s “Pomp 
and Circumstance.”

After the last gradu-
ate accepted her diploma, a 
confetti bomb burst, filling 
the air in the vast hall with 
a blizzard of red and white, 
the school’s colors..

Perez, whose parents 
came from the Dominican 
Republic, was the com-
mencement speaker. He 
urged the graduates never 
to give up while pursuing 
their life goals.

“In 2006, I ran for attor-
ney general of Maryland,” 
Perez said. “Polls showed 
us in a dead heat with our 
opponents. But a couple 
weeks before the primary, 
I was kicked out of the race 
by our state’s highest court 
on a legal technicality in a 
ruling that nobody expect-
ed.

“It was a crushing mo-
ment, but as is often the 
case in life, when a door 
slammed in my face, a win-
dow opened. Were it not 
for that experience, Gov. 
O’Malley would not have 
asked me to be state labor 
secretary and, if I had not 
served as Maryland labor 
secretary, I would not have 
been asked by President 
Obama to be U.S. labor sec-
retary.

Perez, who was born 
in Buffalo, N.Y., pointed out 
that Steve Jobs started Ap-
ple out of his garage at age 
20 and J.K. Rowling was on 
public assistance when she 
wrote the first Harry Pot-

ter book.
“As you climb the lad-

der of success, reach out to 
those below you, he said. 
“Let’s turn this from a 
selfie culture to an ‘ussy’ 
culture.”

Suarez, the prize-win-
ning news correspondent at 
PBS NewsHour, who is now 
with Al Jazeera America 
television, was the keynote 
speaker.

“My parents told me, ‘If 
want to get into heaven, you 
better have letters of refer-
ence from poor people,” Su-
arez said “Whatever you’re 
doing, more degrees, cre-
dentials, jobs, you must be 
prepared to keep on learn-
ing. What you have learned 
now is not enough to make 
it through the rest of your 
life. The world does not 
reward standing still. No 
matter how much educa-
tion you get or have, there 
is always more to learn.

He added, “Down the 
line somewhere, you may 
have been told you are not 
college material. Thank 
God you didn’t listen.”

The LaGuardia Com-
munity College, in Long 
Island City, class of 2014, 
profiled:

• Women 62.6 percent, 
men 37.4 percent

• Hispanic 35.3 percent, 
Asian/Pacific Islander 19.6 
percent, black/non-Hispan-
ic 12.3 percent, remaining 
20.5 percent consider them-
selves of another ethnic 

origin and prefer not to self-
identify

• Where graduates live: 
Queens 63.7 percent, Brook-
lyn 14.9 percent, Manhat-
tan 10.3 percent, the Bronx 
6.6 percent, elsewhere 4.5 
percent.

• 50.5 percent are be-
tween 18 and 24, 23.3 per-
cent are 25-29, 10.9 percent 
are 35-44 and 4.3 percent 
are 45 or older

• Top majors: liberal 
arts, social sciences and 
humanities 25.4 percent, 
business administration 
14.3 percent, nursing and 
criminal justice both 8.4 
percent, accounting 6.7 per-
cent.

About LaGuardia 
Community College:

• More than 50,000 stu-
dents from more than 150 
countries come to LaGuar-
dia each year.

• More than 70 percent 
of LaGuardia students have 
a family income of less than 
$25,000.

• Lifetime earnings 
increase by more than 
$400,000 for students with 
an associate degree.

• In the past decade, 
the LaGuardia Community 
College Foundation has 
raised more than $8 mil-
lion toward student schol-
arships, student emergency 
funds and new initiatives 
aimed at enhancing stu-
dent success.

• LaGuardia Business 

LaGuardia Community College students are covered with 
confetti during the school’s commencement ceremony. 

Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College

LaGuardia CC grads told 
never to stand still in life

*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers 
when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some 
applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model 
years 2014- 2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each 
$1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2012, your payments will consist of 60 
monthly payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.25% APR. Some restrictions 
apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll 
deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates 
available for older models and refinances. Membership required.

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP

 1-888-4MCU-AUTO��
nymcu.org

� � � � � � � 	
 � � 	� 
� � 
�	 � � � 	 � � 
� � � 	 �

1.95%
	���

Continued on Page 49
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals 
Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings 
Silhouette® with PowerRise® 
Vignette® Window shadings 
Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

Duette® Classic 
Duette® with Simplicity™ 
Duette® with EasyRise™ 
Duette® with Vertiglide™ 
Duette® Opalessence™ 
Applause® Honeycomb Shades 
Applause® with EasyRise™ 
Applause® with Simplicity™ 
Applause® with Vertiglide™

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
EverWood®

Heritance® 
Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

®

Duette® with LiteRise® 
Décor® with LiteRise® 

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery 
Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers 
Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
Plastic Slipcovers

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

For Your Added Convenience  
With Any PoweRise® Purchase 

from Hunter Douglas
With All Window Treatment Orders 

(if needed)

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 1

3–
19

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

8

BT

Need Help Filing An Insurance Claim?

ALLOW EXPERIENCED CLAIMS ADJUSTERS TO RECOUP WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED TO!

We pledge to protect you from insurance companies  
who want to avoid paying all the money you are owed.

ANM Claims offers complete insurance claim 

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

CALL NOW TO FILE A CLAIM!
516.218.3999

ANM Claims

processing, comprehensive forensic examinations, 

construction/emergency repairs, and evaluation of 

insurance coverage.

W W W . A N M C L A I M S . C O M

STOP PAYING FOR TV
that you should be getting for free!

rystal lear igh e  nition 
NO CONTRACT! NO BILLS! NO HASSEL!

212.377.3124
Specializing in residential, commercial

and MATV installations and repairs
www.tennavision.com

JAMAICA ESTATES — Police were in-
vestigating a shooting outside a popular Ja-
maica Estates hookah bar last weekend that 
left one man injured, the NYPD said.

Authorities said a 30-year-old black man 
was shot in the right shoulder around 3:30 a.m. 
Saturday after a dispute broke out while the 
man was leaving Cloud 9 Hookah Lounge, at 
179-22 Union Turnpike.

The man was taken to Jamaica Hospital 
and was expected to make a full recovery, but 
police said he was not co-operating with the 
investigation and the NYPD is still looking 
into the incident.

WILLETS POINT — A bicyclist was 
fatally struck by a minivan while riding on 
Roosevelt Avenue between 126th Street and 
Shea Road a little after 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
authorities said.

Fire officials said they were called to 
the scene — right outside an entrance to 
Citi Field — at 12:48 p.m. to assist with an 
injured pedestrian.

The man was pronounced dead at the 
scene, the FDNY said.

The unidentified man’s bicycle lay 
crumpled on Roosevelt Avenue near a sil-
ver 2000 Mercury Villager around 2 p.m. as 
police conducted an accident investigation. 
The driver remained at the scene, and the 
NYPD Collision Investigation Squad was 
investigating, police said.

One person refused medical attention 
at the accident scene, but it was unclear if 
the person was involved in the accident, a 
spokesman for the FDNY said.

Pedestrians were prevented from 

walking on the sidewalks of Roosevelt Av-
enue underneath the No. 7 train while the 
investigation was performed.

The No. 7 subway briefly bypassed the 
Mets-Willets Point stop but had resumed 
service to the station as of 4 p.m. in antici-
pation of the Amazin’s’ game against the 
Milwaukee Brewers at 7:10 p.m.

FLUSHING — Police were looking for a missing 54-year-old 
Flushing woman who disappeared in Kissena Park Sunday.

Manjit Kaur, who only speaks Punjabi, was last seen in the park 
at 8:30 a.m., the NYPD said.

Police described her as 5-foot-3 with brown hair and brown eyes.

Blotter
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
The fever and the mad-

ness are on in Queens — 
soccer fever and madness, 
that is.

The 2014 World Cup in 
Brazil just got un-
derway, and the 
borough melting 
pot is heating up, 
ready to explode 
with every goal, 
penalty kick and 
unfair call.

After all, not only is 
the international tourna-
ment the biggest sporting 
event in the world, but the 
borough is home to the most 
ethically diverse chunk of 
earth on the planet.

Queens residents are 
cheering for their native 
countries, and for those 
who have no link to any 
of the 32 teams fighting it 
out, they always find ways 
to become a part-time sup-
porter of one of the national 
teams.

In every corner of the 
borough during the next 
3 1/2 weeks, a TV will be 
turned on to the tourna-
ment. Brazil 2014 brings 
a total of 64  gamesand at 
least 5,760 minutes of pure 
competition.

Bars and restaurants 
are ready to witness the 
true passion of soccer.

Die-hard fans of Bra-
zil, one of the favorites to 
take the title, will gather 
around flat TV screens in 
places like Astoria’s Favela 
Grill, at 33-18 28th Ave.

“The place will get 

very busy,” said Clayton 
Santos, a waiter at the res-
taurant.

Santos said the restau-
rant has two big screens 
and three smaller TV sets, 
but it may add at least one 

more big screen 
TV. To watch the 
games of La Ca-
narinha, Brazil’s 
nickname, the fan 
has to make a res-
ervation and spend 

a minimum of $25.
“I really think Brazil 

is going to win,” added San-
tos.

Brazil has won five 
World Cups.

Germany, a three-time 
winner, has its little piece 
of Deutschland in Queens 
as well. In the heart of Glen-
dale, German fans will glue 
their eyes to a 100-inch-
screen TV in the Zum 
Stammtisch restaurant, at 
69-46 Myrtle Ave.

During the matches, 
the place will give out free 
appetizers, and in case the 
squad commanded by the 
well-dressed Joachim Low 
reaches the final, the busi-
ness will close the restau-
rant and open it only as a 
bar operation for the big 
finale.

“Germany hasn’t 
looked this good in years,” 
said Werner Lehner, owner 
of the eatery, along with his 
brother Hans. “We tend to 
have a lot of people when 
Germany plays.”

And let’s not forget 
that a German, Jurgen 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Even though Belmont 
favorite California Chrome 
fell short of the coveted 
Triple Crown last week, the 
hundreds of thousands of 
racing fans who turned out 
to witness the historic op-
portunity were treated to 
plenty of fun.

A crowd of more than 
100,000 spectators made 
their way to the track in El-
mont, L.I., Saturday to take 
in the 146th Annual Bel-
mont Stakes, enjoying food, 
drink and plenty of nice 
weather as they watched 
the 13 races that took place 
that day.

Despite failing to see 
the first Triple Crown in 
36 years, with California 
Chrome finishing in a tie 
for fourth place, the audi-
ence remained in high spir-
its.

 Karen Zirkle, a Con-
necticut resident who was 
taking in her first Belmont 
experience, said she was 
just happy to be a part of 
the crowd.

“It’s a chance to see 
history,” she said. “The 
energy is so fun. It’s just 
America’s culture.”

Many racing fans 
who were there to root for 
California Chrome’s Triple 
Crown bid held up signs 
reading “Triple Chrome,” 
and the more dedicated fans 
even donned nasal strips to 
resemble the one the horse 
has been known to wear.

As the 6:52 p.m. start 
time of the Belmont Stakes 
— the 11th race of that day 
— crept closer, the crowd 
began to fill in behind the 
fence separating them from 
the track.  Once the horses 
thundered out of the gates,  
fans battled for the best 
view of the contenders as 
they came around to the 
finish line.

Many fans held cell-
phones in the air, taking 
photos and recording video 
of the race as they cheered 
on the animals.

Even after California 
Chrome came in a few spots 

behind first-place finisher 
Tonalist, the crowd cheered 
and continued to celebrate 
the day throughout the two 
remaining races.

“It’s just fun to hang 
around all the people,” said 
Julia Paglierani, another 
first-time attendee of the 
annual event. Paglierani 
said before the race it would 
have been crazy if Califor-
nia Chrome had been able 
to win the Triple Crown, 
but she, along with much 
of the crowd, was not disap-
pointed by the way the day 

turned out.
The one blemish the 

day did deliver was the 
monumental transit prob-
lems thousands of fans 
experienced during their 
commute home whether in 
traffic or while waiting for 
trains.

Spectators who relied 
on the Long Island Rail 
Road reported standing 
in line for more than two 
hours, even while police 
shut down trains for a por-
tion of the night, while 
drivers waited two to three 

hours to make it out of the 
parking lots.

Fans later criticized 
the LIRR for urging people 
planning to go to the race to 
take public transportation 
but failing to keep up with 
the increase in riders. The 
LIRR said afterward that 
the transit agency added 
14 trains on top of the regu-
larly scheduled 38, but the 
increase fell far short of the 
number of fans hoping to 
catch a train home.

California Chrome with jockey Victor Espinoza finishes tied for fourth in the Belmont Stakes. 
AP Photo/Matt Slocum

Ricardo Silva, of La Gran Uruguaya, paints the windows of the res-
taurant located in Jackson Heights. Photo by Bill Parry 

Fans take in Belmont Stakes
More than 100,000 turn out for chance to see historical Triple Crown

Soccer madness set 
to strike borough

Nicol Martin of Astoria sports a straw hat during the annual horse 
race. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Joel Rosario, who is riding 
atop Tonalist, smiles after they 
won the Belmont Stakes. 

AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

Continued on Page 54



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 1

3–
19

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

10

BT

BY SHANICE PUNNETT

An international La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege student and a 40-year-
old single mother of two, 
Cristina Mihailescu de-
feated all the odds when she 
was awarded the Jack Kent 
Cooke Transfer Scholar-
ship, the most prestigious 
available for community 
college students.

She graduated last 
week with the intention of 
transferring to a four-year 
institution and no longer 
has to worry about tuition 
expenses.

Her current tuition is 
high, almost double that of 
an undergraduate resident, 
and financial constraints 
made her future college ca-
reer seem impossible. The 
scholarship will provide 
her with as much as $30,000 
a year for up to three years 
to complete her bachelor’s.

“It was an amazing 
feeling,” she said. “I was in 
shock for a week.”

“One year ago I was 
struggling to make it from 
semester to semester and 
was wondering if graduat-
ing from LaGuardia was 
possible,” she said in a 
statement. “Now I feel like 
I was reborn. I can start 
dreaming big because the 
scholarship has not only 
eased my financial burden 
— it has opened the doors to 
so many opportunities.”

The business admin-
istration major has ap-
plied to Baruch College 
and New York University’s 
Stern School of Business, 
where she wants to pur-
sue a degree in economics. 
Her dream is to work at the 
United Nations, where she 
hopes to help find solutions 
to global issues and help 
developing countries find 
solutions to their economic 

problems.
Mihailescu was in-

volved in the U.N. student 
club at LaGuardia, which 
gave her more exposure to 
what the United Nations is 
all about.

Her desire to help de-
veloping countries arose 
years ago when she was 
growing up in communist 
Romania.

“It was a time where 
human freedom was de-
nied, people lived in pover-
ty, basic food products were 
scarce and electricity was 
rationed,” she said.

She recalled studying 
by candlelight because the 
electricity was shut off in 
the evenings.

“Looking back, I don’t 
know how people survived,” 
she said.

Mihailescu has not re-
turned to her home country 
in 11 years, but would like 
to visit again.

“It’s still tough eco-
nomically and it’s hard to 

find jobs,” she said.
She has been an ac-

counting tutor and is cur-
rently completing a paid 
internship with MetLife’s 
Legal Affairs Department, 
which ends in June. This 
helps her pay tuition along 
with help from her sister.

“I am not sure I would 
have been able to pursue a 
degree at LaGuardia if not 
for the support of the insti-
tution, its professors and 
staff,” she said. “To me, 
LaGuardia is my second 
home, a secure environ-
ment where I knew I could 
get encouragement and 
guidance.”

But how does she man-
age raising two daughters 
while attending school?

“It’s been challeng-
ing,” she said. “I couldn’t 
even afford day-care fees, 
but I have my sister and re-
ally good friends who help 
me with my kids.”

After being out of 
school for 17 years, she be-
gan her college experience 
with a host of insecurities.

 “During my first se-
mester, I said to myself, ‘Do 
I belong here? How am I go-
ing to manage?’”

But she managed to 
maintain a perfect 4.0 GPA. 
She was able to achieve this 
by focusing on her studies 
and taking advantage of 
her college’s resources such 
as tutoring and department 
review sessions.

“Cristina is a fighter 
with the determination of 
a champion,” Accounting 
Professor Rajendra Bhika. 
said “She sees difficult pe-
riods of her life as oppor-
tunities for great learning 
and triumph, and believes 
that education is the only 
way she will be able to face 
the difficulties that are still 
to come.”

CRISTINA MIHAILESCU
Photo courtesy LaGuardia CC

Student from Romania wins transfer scholarship at LaGuardia
Single-mom Cristina Mihailescu, 40, grew up in communist-run country, plans to study economics

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“My aunt died in peace and comfort in her beloved Brooklyn,
thanks to Calvary’s end-of-life care.”

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“My Aunt Maryann was like a sister to me. I loved her dearly, just as much 
as she loved our family – and Brooklyn. When terminal cancer invaded her 
precious body, Calvary Home Hospice was there to take her out of pain. 
When it was necessary to move to a hospital, you were there once again 
at Calvary Hospital in Brooklyn, with your same expert palliative comfort 
and care. Calvary never missed a beat in caring for my aunt – and for us. 
Thanks to you, my Aunt Maryann was able to stay in her beloved Brooklyn. 
As a nurse and a niece, thank you, Calvary. I will never forget you.”

– Colleen Lee, RN
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NYC Financial Empowerment Centers in Queens
For Center locations throughout the five boroughs, call 311 or visit nyc.gov.  

Far Rockaway
At Workforce1 Far Rockaway
1637 Central Avenue

Jackson Heights
At Make the Road New York
92-10 Roosevelt Avenue

Jamaica
At Catholic Charities HomeBase
87-80 Merrick Boulevard, 2nd Floor

Jamaica
At Safe Space
89-74 162nd Street

Long Island City
At Urban Upbound
38-81 13th Street

Woodside
At Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Northern Queens 
60-20 Woodside Avenue, 2nd Floor 

We’ve helped New Yorkers …

We can help you, too.

Call 311 to schedule an appointment for FREE 
one-on-one financial counseling at an NYC 
Financial Empowerment Center near you or visit 
nyc.gov for information.

IMPROVE YOUR 
CREDIT.

After creating a budget and 
setting goals, Jared and 
Kristina are paying down 
credit card debt.
Read Jared’s and Kristina’s story on NYCDCA:

nyc.gov

Save for the future

Tackle debt

Improve credit

Open a bank account

THE ONE TO KNOW

OIL HEATfor

1.855.206.4283   
petro.com

CALL NOW FOR
SPECIAL OFFERS!

HEATING OIL   |   NATURAL GAS   |   AIR CONDITIONING   |   PLUMBING   |   GENERATORS   |   HOME SECURITY

DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM 
At Queensborough Community College

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364 

Call 718-631-6343 or 718-423-1200

Summer 2014

REGISTER NOW
Classes Run From: July 8-August 13 
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Act would reduce wait time for veterans

A
s your readers may 
know, the U.S. De-
partment of Vet-
erans Affairs has 

come under fire for delays 
with veterans’ benefits and 
care at its facilities.

While I have already 
called for a criminal inves-
tigation into wrongdoing at 
the VA, I am writing to in-
form readers of my bill that 
would enact a common-
sense solution to ensure 
veterans are not left wait-
ing for claims.

Currently, New York 
veterans wait an average of 
297 days to receive disabil-
ity compensation and ben-
efits, a timetable that falls 
short of the 125-day goal the 
VA has set for filling these 
claims.

This is unacceptable.
That is why I intro-

duced the Veterans Back-
log Reduction Act. This 
bill would give provisional 
benefits to veterans filing 
for disability if a claim has 
not been processed within 

125 days.
The provisional ben-

efit would be based on what 
a veteran with a similar 
disability receives or would 
be calculated based on a 40 
percent disability rating.

Put simply, this leg-
islation would ensure no 
veteran filing a claim has 
to wait more than 125 days 
for the benefits they have 
earned.

To date, my office has 
recovered more than $7.4 
million in back pay and 

owed benefits to my constit-
uents by cutting through 
the red tape at the VA. If 
you or a veteran you know 
needs help with a VA ben-
efits claim, please make my 
office your first resource.

You can reach my of-
fice at 718-875-1675, 516-505-
1448 or 631-777-7391. We are 
eager to help.

Steve Israel
U.S. Representative

(D-Melville)

LIBRARY OVERSIGHT
Why is Tom Galante still sitting in the CEO’s chair 

at Queens Library amid the public outcry for his remov-
al and the board’s refusal to agree to an audit by the city 
comptroller?

Queens lawmakers have been scrambling to draft 
competing bills in the state Legislature to regulate the 
executive end of the library and hold those who run the 
nonprofit accountable for their actions.

At issue is Galante’s $392,000 annual salary and his 
income from a second job as a self-described financial 
consultant to the public school system in Elmont, L.I. Ex-
pensive renovations to his executive offices at the library 
have also drawn fire as well as his sports car paid for by 
the library.

The library’s trustees deadlocked 9-9 on a vote to oust 
Galante after Borough President Melinda Katz called for 
him to take a temporary leave of absence.

After urging Galante to step down, state Sen. Tony 
Avella drew up legislation that would cap key executive 
salaries at Queens Library at $150,000 and limit outside 
employment of trustees and top personnel. The beep would 
appoint six trustees and the mayor five, all subject to two-
year term limits.

Avella contends his bill goes farther than measures 
prepared by state Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry, who 
worked with Katz to make the library’s workings more 
transparent, and a sister version sponsored by Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris.

Aubry’s bill borrows two points from Avella’s, which 
would make the library subject to Freedom of Information 
Laws and require annual budget hearings.

Avella’s legislation is in limbo because he has an-
gered the Queens Democratic machine by joining the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference, which has given effective 
control of the upper chamber to the Republicans.

It might pass the Senate, but there is no version in the 
heavily Democratic Assembly. And Gianaris’ bill might 
not see the light of day since the IDC would have to bring 
it to the floor.

This infighting will allow the status quo to continue 
at Queens Library. The CEO and the trustees have spit in 
the face of the public by refusing to explain how they spend 
their private funds and taxpayer money.

It’s time for our state legislators to reach a compro-
mise and end the charade. The longer Galante remains in 
his post without the board explaining its actions, the more 
credibility is lost at this important institution.

We think he should resign, but we’d like to hear his 
side of the story and listen to the current board.
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Mayor wrong on mental health

T
he recent announce-
ment by the de Blasio 
administration about 
a task force on behav-

ioral health and the crimi-
nal justice system may 
appear to be an innocuous 
endeavor to evaluate the 
mental health needs of ar-
restees.

But Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s comment that “for far 
too long, our city’s jails 
have acted as de facto men-
tal health facilities” betrays 
his liberal agenda, which 
blames the social environ-
ment for individual socio-
pathic crimes and supports 
“get out of jail free” cards 
for mental illness.

These premises of 
criminal justice reform 
are deja vu of former U.S. 
Attorney General Ram-
sey Clark’s model of social 
learning determinism and 
organic brain disorders as 
excuses for the voluntary 
criminal acts of individu-
als — replace prisons with 
mental hospitals — or the 
Angela Davis political pris-
oner models.

Being a person with 
some form of mental dis-
order does not necessarily 

diminish or abolish moral 
culpability for crimes com-
mitted and the required 
sentencing for retributive 
justice by the state, unless 
the person has been de-
termined to be criminally 
insane and thus unable to 
“appreciate the nature or 
quality or the wrongful-
ness of his acts,” as in for-
mer City Councilman Dan 
Halloran’s plea due to a be-
nign brain tumor.

Secondly, de Blasio 
asserts that “everyone 
deserves access to qual-
ity health care,” which, 
although perhaps a civil 
right, is not necessarily in-
cumbent upon the govern-
ment to provide through 
socialist measures such as 
Medicaid.

If most individuals, 
especially now under the 
individual mandate of 
Obamacare, have health 
care insurance and refuse 
to seek behavioral or men-
tal health evaluation or 
treatment and then commit 
heinous crimes, why should 
the criminal justice system 
divert arrestees into some 
government-paid program 
in lieu of fines and impris-

onment?
Most mentally ill peo-

ple do not commit crimes 
— only some. Not all, ar-
restees are mentally ill, 
and the mental illnesses 
do not necessarily absolve 
them of culpability for their 
crimes.

Some arrestees have 
behavioral health issues 
which should be treated 
concomitantly with their 
incarceration, not as “get 
out of jail free” cards. De 
Blasio and Deputy Mayor 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices Lilliam Barrios-Paoli 
— true to the underlying 
social environment hypoth-
eses of the 1960s “war on 
poverty” — are just rehash-
ing the same old-school, lib-
eral public policy line.

And the bard of Avon, 
William Shakespeare, con-
curs in Cassius’ words that 
“the fault, dear Brutus, is 
not in our stars, but in our-
selves, that we are under-
lings” (“Julius Ceasar,” Act 
I, Scene 2).

Joseph Manago
Briarwood

City must take advantage of ferries

T
he May 30-June 5 edi-
torial “Ferry Good 
Idea” is the wave of 
the future. Our wa-

terways are an underused 
natural asset which can 
offer significant transpor-
tation alternatives for thou-
sands of New Yorkers.

Most of our existing 
public transportation and 
roadways are already op-
erating at or above capac-
ity. New ferry services can 
be implemented far more 
quickly than construction 
of new subways, commuter 
rails or highways. These 
can take years or decades 
until completion of envi-
ronmental reviews, plan-
ning, design, engineering, 
real estate acquisition, 
permits, procurements and 
actual construction before 
reaching beneficial use.

Completing all of the 
above along with finding 
funding for ferry boats, 
docks and parking with 
costs in the millions may be 
easier than finding the bil-
lions of dollars necessary 

for construction of new or 
extended subways, com-
muter rails or highways. 
Use of ferry boats equipped 
with modern, fuel-efficient 
engines can make a positive 
contribution to air quality.

In April 1967, the old 
Jersey Central Rail Road 
ended ferry service be-
tween Liberty Street and 
Pavonia, N.J. Later that 
year, in November, the old 
Erie Lackawana Rail Road 
suspended ferry service be-
tween Barclay Street and 
Hoboken, N.J.

Fast forward to today. 
Thousands of daily com-
muters use ferries from 
Hoboken, to the World Fi-
nancial Center in down-
town Manhattan. There 
are also 66,000 daily pa-
trons of the Staten Island 
Ferry system which con-
nects St. George, S.I., with 
the Whitehall Street Ferry 
Terminal.

Unlike the other four 
boroughs, 500,000 Rich-
mond County residents 
have no direct subway or 

commuter rail system link-
ing them with the rest of 
the city.

More than two years 
ago, thousands of riders 
began using the East River 
ferry connecting various 
waterfront neighborhoods, 
including Long Island City, 
East 34th Street, Green-
point, Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Wall Street and Governors 
Island.

Who would not want 
to enjoy the fresh air and 
breeze that only water-
borne transportation can 
provide? Riding a ferry can 
be less stressful than being 
packed in a subway car like 
sardines in a can.

There are tens of thou-
sands of residents living 
near Fort Totten in Bayside 
and Citi Field in Flushing 
who would welcome the op-
portunity.

Larry Penner
Great Neck, L.I.

Reader wrong on haves, have-nots

W
hat reader Ed 
Konecnik fails to 
understand is that 
the “haves,” who 

he is so enamored with, are 
not against welfare and so-
cialism as it applies to them 
— only as it applies to the 
masses.

That would mean they 

would be obligated to pay 
a little more in taxes, etc., 
something they are reluc-
tant to do.

When they get into fi-
nancial trouble, they have 
no qualms about taking 
government welfare or 
seeking bailouts, but they 
do not or will not refer to 

this as socialism, as they 
have made the term “so-
cialism” a dirty word.

And how then could 
they deny some largesse for 
the peons?

Joe Brooks
Whitestone

Education better under de Blasio

F
aith in our public 
school frontline edu-
cators has not only 
survived the lies, 

schemes and indecencies 
of a bygone Gracie Mansion 
absentee resident, sundry 
media rogues and other ac-
complices in full retreat, 
but has strengthened ever 
since a pro-education 
mayor, not prone to insult-
ing the intelligence of New 
Yorkers, took office after a 
dozen years of mindless an-
tagonism.

Confidence in the pub-
lic school system has again 

been vindicated by parents 
who know their children 
best.

They have applied for 
pre-kindergarten slots in 
such record numbers that, 
despite expanded availabil-
ity, placement in our public 
schools are at a premium 
and not all first choices 
could be accommodated.

There are other op-
tions, but parents are clam-
oring for the top of the line. 
The city is striving to meet 
demand and will hopefully 
do so sooner rather than 
later.

We also need addition-
al educational and wrap-
around social programs 
to be instituted in all bor-
oughs and implemented in 
our school hubs.

They are integral to 
the mayor’s vision and es-
sential to the well-being of 
the multitudinous neigh-
borhoods, distinctive yet 
unified, that are the calling 
card of our city.

Ron Isaac
Bayside



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
. 1

3-
19

, 2
01

4 
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
 

TL

14

P
ioneering singer-
songwriter, actress 
and LGBT rights 
activist Cyndi Lau-

per was born in Boulevard 
Hospital in Astoria June 
22, 1953.

After early personal 
and career struggles, in-
cluding losing her voice and 
going bankrupt, Lauper 
burst onto the music scene 
with her 1983 debut solo 
album “She’s So Unusual.” 
Known by fans in her early 
days for her outrageous 
outfits, waffle pattern hair-
style and contagious pop 
hits, the Queens native has 
become a ubiquitous pres-
ence on airwaves, Broad-
way musicals and televi-
sion shows worldwide.

She is married to ac-
tor David Thornton and 
they have a son, Declan. 
The singer is one of only 20 
artists to attain so-called 
“GET” status by winning 
competitive Grammy, 
Emmy, and Tony awards.

The future star was 
raised in Ozone Park, the 
middle of three children. 
Her formative years were 
marked by instability and 
a search for belonging in 
a world where she increas-
ingly felt different. Her par-
ents divorced when Cyndi 
was 5, and then her mother 
remarried only to separate 
again.

From an early age, she 
found an outlet for expres-
sion in music, her expand-

ing record collection con-
taining an eclectic range 
of hits from Billie Holiday 
to Ella Fitzgerald and The 
Beatles.

In her teens, hints 
of Lauper’s bright future 
began to emerge as she be-
gan writing her own songs 
and playing the guitar, all 
the while expressing her 
uniqueness with a dazzling 
array of hair colors and out-
landish fashions. At 17, the 
Queens native dropped out 
of high school and set out 
in search of herself, at one 
time living in the woods in 
Canada with her dog.

She returned to New 
York City and began sing-
ing in earnest in the early 
1970s as a vocalist with a 
series of cover bands. The 
talented singer felt limited 
crooning hits from Led 
Zeppelin, Jefferson Air-
plane and others, and soon 
lost her voice and was told 
by doctors she would never 

perform again.
Through coaching and 

unrelenting determination, 
however, Lauper was soon 
back on stage.

Lauper’s break to star-
dom came in 1983 with the 
release of her debut solo 
album, which notched four 
Top 5 hits on the Billboard 
Hot 100: “Girls Just Want 
to Have Fun,” “Time After 
Time,” “She Bop” and “All 
Through the Night.”

Her stunning success 
continued throughout the 
1980s. She received the Best 
New Artist Award at the 
27th Grammy Awards and 
directed the soundtrack 

to the hit movie “The Goo-
nies” in 1985, and the fol-
lowing year released her 
second record, “True Col-
ors.”

Following her break-
out decade, Lauper was not 
content with pop stardom. 
She has released 10 studio 
albums since the late ’80s, 
with her most recent best-
selling “Memphis Blues” 
topping the charts in that 
category for 13 straight 
weeks in 2010.

The multitalented star 
also branched out into act-
ing, winning an Emmy 
Award in 1995 for her guest 
actress role in the sitcom 
“Mad About You.” More 
recently, in “A Memoir,” 
her 2012 autobiography, 
the singer chronicled her 
childhood struggles with 
depression and a broken 
home and the lean years be-
fore the bright lights, MTV 
and concert tours made her 
a household name.

Throughout her ca-
reer, Lauper the artist has 
used her fame as an activist 
advocating for gay rights. 
She claims that her older 
sister Ellen, a lesbian, has 
been a role model for her 
advocacy. Her contribution 
to the fight for equality 
was recognized when she 
attended President Barack 
Obama’s second inaugura-
tion as a special guest.

Reflecting on a life-
time as a rebel, an outsider 
and an advocate for others 
struggling for acceptance, 
the woman with the Queens 
accent and funny hair once 
commented, “You always 
have to remember — no 
matter what you’re told 
— that God loves all the 
flowers, even the wild ones 
that grow on the side of the 
highway.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

‘Unusual’ musical pioneer Lauper called Ozone Park home

COLUMNS

I
n recent years, there 
have been few major in-
terparty battles within 
the Queens Democratic 

Party. This year, the situa-
tion may be different with 
Queens Democratic Chair-
man U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) indi-
cating that the Democratic 
county organization will 
not endorse state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) for re-
election in the 11th Sen-
ate District in northeast 
Queens.

With Avella having 
joined the Independent 
Democratic Conference, 
the Democratic Senate lead-

ership, in addition to the 
Democratic county leader-
ship, oppose his actions. 
They want their senator to 
work with their party and 
they are opposed to any of 
their elected senators join-
ing the IDC.

In the forthcoming 
primary against Avella, 
he will not have the wide 
range of support he had four 
years ago, when after serv-
ing in the City Council and 
running in the Democratic 
primary for mayor he won 
the Senate seat that had 
been represented by Frank 
Padavan for 38 years.

Avella has in the past 
noted independency. He is 
not one to adhere to party 
discipline. Regardless of 
the outcome of former city 
Comptroller John Liu’s 
primary against Avella, 
the Republican challenger 
will be facing a Democratic 

candidate with less finan-
cial and organizational 
support. It would take a 
strong Republican to win 
that seat.

Two years ago, a simi-
lar situation developed in 
the Queens Republican 
Party when it held a Re-
publican primary against 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), who was 
running for the 15th Sen-
ate District seat in south-
west Queens against Sen. 
Joe Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), who had the en-
dorsement of the Working 
Families Party.

Addabbo had also 
served on the Council prior 
to being elected to the Sen-
ate after defeating Sen. Serf 
Maltese, who had previous-
ly served in the Senate for 
20 years.

Ulrich won the Repub-
lican primary in 2012. He 

went on to lose the fall gen-
eral election to Addabbo. 
The following year he was 
able to win re-election to 
his Council seat.

In both cases involv-
ing Avella and Ulrich, both 
incumbent office holders 
are at odds with the party 
organizations and opposing 
party county policies.

Will Avella have the 
same political fate as Ulrich 
by winning his primary but 
losing the fall election?

Avella, being an in-
cumbent senator for four 
years, had an advantage 

over Ulrich, who was seek-
ing the Senate office for the 
first time.

Major interparty dis-
putes can lead to important 
results.

In the case of the Dem-
ocratic Party, the most se-
rious interparty warfare 
occurred in the period of 
1958-61, when a struggle 
took place for control of 
the city Democratic Party 
between the regular orga-
nization led by Carmine 
DeSapio and reformers.

During that struggle, 
a series of party primaries 
took place to elect state As-
sembly district leaders and 
county committees. The re-
formers, led by Mayor Rob-
ert Wagner and former Gov. 
Herbert Lehman, defeated 
the regulars who had been 
led by Tammany Hall for 
more than 150 years.

Since the early 1960s, 

there have been few major 
disruptions of the party 
leadership.

The conflicts of the 
Democratic Party in New 
York took place within the 
city’s five boroughs. In the 
Republican Party, major 
party disputes have been 
taking place periodically 
since the early 1980s.

As has been stated, it 
would be beneficial to our 
party political system if 
interparty disputes could 
be settled without develop-
ing into major interparty 
warfare.

In the case of Avella, 
a primary against an in-
cumbent senator is a seri-
ous matter. It remains to 
be seen how this will affect 
other races. That is espe-
cially true of Senate and 
Assembly districts in the 
same general area as the 
11th Senate District.

Boro Dems face interparty fi ght over Avella, IDC
William
Lewis

■

■

The Democrats 
have not faced an 

interparty fi ght 
since 1958-61.

Her 1983 debut 
album garnered 
four Top 5 hits.
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15Basement apartments in Queens should be legalized

A 
pillar of the mayor’s 
affordable hous-
ing plan is the le-
galization of some 

basement apartments. As 
Queens residents, we need 
to face reality and recog-
nize that not only is the 
renting of basements wide-
spread, it is necessary for 
many people to remain in 
their homes in the current 
economy.

Housing advocates, 
including the Base Apart-
ments Safe for Everyone co-
alition, champion a compre-
hensive set of regulations 
and benefits that will allow 
a select number of base-
ments that meet certain 
safety and occupancy regu-
lations to be designated as 

alternate dwelling units.
There is an ADU code 

with a compliance unit as 
well as a mechanism to 
assist current basement 
apartments to comply with 
the code. About a third of 
current illegal apartments 
can be made legal, accord-
ing to housing advocates. 
This is not a blanket ap-
proval of all basement 
apartments.

The conversation 
needs to focus not on poten-
tial basement apartments, 
but on the thousands of 
units that already exist in 
Queens. There will always 
be basement apartments 
and we will never be able 
to marshal the resources to 
ban all these units.

With legalization, we 
ensure first responders are 
protected in the event of an 
emergency by including 
the units in building plans. 
Legalization allows for a 
more accurate picture of 

a neighborhood’s need for 
city services. Fears about 
the impact of these units 
need to consider that due 
to the current preponder-
ance of these apartments, 
city resources are already 
taxed and will continue to 
be, with or without legal-
ization.

An ADU does not 
change the zoning designa-
tion of an area and serves 
as an auxiliary unit in a 
larger dwelling. This pre-
serves historic properties 
and prevents unsustain-
able development. ADUs 
typically serve the elderly, 
students and other small 
households that require 
accommodations smaller 
or cheaper than a typical 
apartment.

ADU certification 
programs exist in several 
major U.S. cities, as well 
as 17 towns on Long Is-
land, where they serve as 
a foreclosure prevention 

program for elderly hom-
eowners.

This is preferable to 
ham-fisted, one-to-two 
family conversions that 
scar historic properties 
in Queens. In having high 
turnover rates of hom-
eowners in neighborhoods 
and an increasing number 
of vacant properties, neigh-
borhoods have lost cohesion 
and political clout. Proper-
ty speculation, rather than 
ownership, now drives the 
purchase of many Queens 
homes.

While there are con-
cerns legalization will 
spike the number of conver-
sions, the majority of land-
lords have never waited for 
the government’s approval 
to make conversions. Most 
have already taken a cal-
culated risk in renting out 
basements. In moving for-
ward with legalization, this 
does not substantially alter 
the supply of these apart-

ments but adds oversight 
over those that exist.

Indeed, there are ex-
ploitative basement units 
that will never qualify for 
ADU designation. These 
units will remain subject 
to the city Housing De-
partment’s inspection and 
enforcement, already over-
burdened with the number 
of properties with minor 
issues. By legalizing base-
ment apartments that are 
largely safe, we free city 
resources to deal with the 
worst landlords.

When waiters, retail 
workers and others in the 
service industry cannot 
afford to live in the city, 
the cost of services will 
increase dramatically. The 
high cost of housing inevi-
tably affects the cost of la-
bor, especially if low-wage 
earners are forced to com-
mute from outside the city 
to fill low-wage or part-time 
work.

There is a global con-
sensus that urban density 
is the best way to ensure ef-
fective land use and provide 
quantifiable demand for 
infrastructure upgrades. 
Queens is the only borough 
that maintains a semblance 
of urban sprawl. Sprawl is 
now an indictment of cost-
ineffective and unsustain-
able planning.

If there is any hope for 
necessary infrastructure 
improvements, including 
new subway and rail lines, 
then we need to recognize 
that density is necessary to 
make these projects real.

Basement apartments 
exist with or without le-
galization. We can remain 
in denial of market forces, 
but the cost of unafford-
able housing creeps into all 
economic sectors. It makes 
prices higher, strains so-
cial benefit networks and 
shrinks consumer spend-
ing.

T
his coming Sunday, 
the third in June, we 
celebrate the impor-
tant father figures in 

our lives on what is known 
worldwide as Father’s Day.

Like Mother’s Day is a 
celebration of those mater-
nal figures in our lives, Fa-
ther’s Day is a celebration 
of those important paternal 
figures.

But unlike Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day does not 
get nearly the same recog-
nition.

Mother’s Day fuels 75 
percent more spending than 
Father’s Day worldwide. 
About 141 million greeting 
cards are purchased each 

year around Mother’s Day, 
compared to 90 million for 
Father’s Day.

It is not fully known 
why this is the case.

In 1908, Mother’s Day 
became a commercial holi-
day, but Father’s Day was 
not met with the same en-
thusiasm which, as a florist 
explained, was because “fa-
thers haven’t the same sen-
timental appeal that moth-
ers have.”

The nation’s first 
event in honor of fathers 
holds a sad memory over 
it. On July 5, 1908, a West 
Virginia church sponsored 
the nation’s first event in a 
Sunday morning sermon 
in memory of the 362 men, 
mostly fathers, who had 
died in the previous De-
cember’s explosions at the 
Fairmount Coal Co. Mines 
in Monongah.

Although this event 
was a once-off, a woman 
from Washington state 

called Sonora Smart Dodd, 
one of six children raised 
by a widower, tried to estab-
lish an official equivalent 
to Mother’s Day for male 
parents.

Sonora felt strongly 
about this idea, as she 
deeply acknowledged the 

love and care her father 
gave her and her siblings, 
raising a newborn and five 
other children when her 
mother died.

Sonora was successful 
in her campaign and, on 
July 19, 1910, Washington 
state celebrated its first 

Father’s Day. The day was 
sometimes held in disdain 
by men who saw it as a 
gimmick or a way to senti-
mentalize manliness with 
gifts often paid for by them-
selves.

During the 1920s and 
’30s, a movement began to 
scrap Mother’s and Father’s 
days altogether in favor of a 
single, united holiday that 
would be known as Parents 
Day.

Parents Day activist 
Robert Spare stated that 
“both parents should be 
loved and respected togeth-
er.”

During the Great De-
pression, struggling retail-
ers and advertisers doubled 
their efforts to make sure 
Father’s Day remained as 
its own holiday alongside 
Mother’s Day. Ties, hats, 
socks, tobacco and golf 
clubs were heavily pro-
moted.

World War II became 

another way for retailers to 
cash in on this holiday by 
claiming Father’s Day was 
a chance to honor Ameri-
can troops and support the 
war effort.

By the end of the war, 
Father’s Day may not have 
been a federal holiday, but 
it was a national institu-
tion.

In 1972, in a presiden-
tial re-election campaign, 
President Richard Nixon 
signed a proclamation mak-
ing Father’s Day a federal 
holiday at last. Today, it is 
celebrated all across the 
United States and in many 
other countries, such as 
Australia, Ireland, France 
and Japan, to name just a 
few, as we lovingly acknowl-
edge our father figures.

Wishing every father 
and, of course, my own a 
wonderful and peaceful 
Father’s Day this coming 
Sunday.

Father’s Day only became a federal holiday in 1972

New Voices

Laura
Rahill

■

Remember 
the Date

A woman holds a Father’s Day card as she browses the card selection 
at a large box store. AP Photo/Augusta Chronicle, Sara Caldwell
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Richmond Hill war 
hero who was posthumous-
ly awarded the Medal of 
Honor is set to be honored 
at his Briarwood high 
school.

Louis Willet was given 
the prestigious award after 
he was killed at 21, fending 
off Vietnamese forces to 
save his outnumbered com-
rades. A group of alumni 
from Archbishop Malloy 
High School’s class of 1963 
has been organizing a cer-
emony to commemorate 
the memory of their dead 
friend.

“I wanted to make it 
right for him and I wanted 
the students of Malloy to 
know what kind of gradu-
ate went to their school,” 
said Larry Seible, one of 
Willett’s friends from high 
school who is helping the 
school’s alumni association 
organize the event. “Back 

when some Vietnam vets 
came off the plane, they 
were spit on and weren’t 
given their due. I want him 
to get his due.”

In November, more 
than 80 members of the 
class of ’63 attended their 
50th reunion. Many of them 
did not even know Willet 
had been awarded the Med-
al of Honor and a number 
of the attendees agreed to 
do something to commemo-
rate his memory.

Seibel has been trying 
to obtain a copy of Willett’s 
Medal of Honor, which he 
wants to give to the school 
at the ceremony next No-
vember.

The day of Willet’s 
death was a clear, warm 
one, with no clouds in the 
sky, according to a report 
Willett’s captain, Edward 
Northrop, submitted, rec-
ommending the fallen offi-
cer for the Medal of Honor.

His squad was set 

to do a security sweep in 
Kontum Province Feb. 15, 
1967, when it made contact 
with a large North Viet-
namese force. Willett and 
his comrades were sud-
denly pinned down on the 
ground by steady fire from 
Vietnamese guns when the 
Queens man decided to 
take the situation into his 
own hands, Northrop said 

in the recommendation.
“Willett, with complete 

disregard for his life, rose to 
his feet and by expert use of 
fire and movement gained 
a position affording him a 
clear field of fire on enemy 
positions,” Northrop said.

The Richmond Hill 
man fired on the enemy 
soldiers, killing 11 and re-
fused an order to return to 

where the rest of his squad 
lay, Northrop said in the 
recommendation.

The Vietnamese re-
turned heavy machine 
gun fire at Willett’s posi-
tion, hitting him multiple 
times, but he continued to 
fire back at them, provid-
ing cover for his comrades 
to retreat.

“Willett knew full well 
that his refusal to return 
to the squad would deny 
him an avenue of escape, 
placing the lives of his 
comrades above his own,” 
Northrop said.

His body was not re-
covered until the next day.

Willett was awarded 
the Medal of Honor the fol-
lowing year, but his young-
er sister Mary Anne Willett 
said it was little consolation 
for the family’s loss.

“It was devastating. 
And to be honest I don’t 
think the medal made much 
difference,” she said. “You 

want your brother back. 
The medal was an honor, 
but I wanted my brother. It 
didn’t give us much solace, 
but it did give us peace of 
mind because we found out 
exactly what happened to 
him,” she said.

Willett was born in 
Brooklyn and raised in 
Richmond Hill. He attended 
SUNY Maritime and was 
drafted into the U.S. Army 
in 1965 when he withdrew 
from school.

His family and friends 
as well as some Vietnam 
Veterans who were there 
the day Willett died will at-
tend the ceremony, Seibel 
said.

Two other alumni 
from the class of ’63 were 
killed in Vietnam and will 
be honored at the ceremo-
ny. Cosmo Pacetta, of Far 
Rockaway, and John Reilly, 
of Milddle Village, both 
died in action.

Archbishop Molloy High School alumni look to honor their fallen 
friend, Louis Willett, who was drafted into the Army in 1965 and 
was killed in Vietnam in 1967. Photos courtesy Mary Anne Willett

Molloy to pay tribute to Vietnam war hero in Class of ‘63
Louis Willett won Medal of Honor for unselfi sh acts of bravery that allowed comrades to escape
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

After weeks of protests 
and a lack of negotiations, 
the painters union that 
claims St. John’s Univer-
sity shut them out of dozens 
of summer jobs is prepared 
to continue the fight.

The District Council 9 
union — made up of about 
9,000 trade workers includ-
ing painters, dry wallers, 
window installation profes-
sionals and other building 
workers — has staged a se-
ries of rallies outside the Ja-
maica Estates school since 
last month in response to 
what union representatives 
say is the school’s determi-
nation to not hire union 
workers to repaint student 
dormitories over the sum-
mer.

DC 9 contends it sub-
mitted a competitive bid 
for the 30 to 50 painters 
currently doing the work, 
but St. John’s chose to hire 
non-union workers whom 
the school says offered a 
better contract.

“St. John’s has met 
with union representatives 
past and present to explain 
our bidding process,” the 
school said in a statement. 
“Unionized painting com-
panies have been included 
on bid lists for projects cur-
rently being contracted at 
St. John’s. In this instance, 
the university decided to 
accept competitive bids 
from non-union firms.”

Jack Kittle, spokes-
man and political director 
of DC 9, said the union has 
been trying to work with St. 
John’s for about three years 
now, but the university has 
not negotiated with them 
despite telling the painters 
each year that they will try 
to work out a deal with the 
union the following sum-
mer.

“Our attitude is that 
they have not been very 
honorable,” he said, refer-
ring to the university. “I 
think they figure we will 
just forget about it the next 
year, but we won’t. We pay 
attention.”

Kittle did not know 
how close the bid that the 

union offered St. John’s 
was to the one the school 
accepted from non-union 
workers since a contractor 
submits the bid rather than 
the union itself.

But he said, in his 
experience, he has rarely 
known a union to offer a 
non-competitive bid, and 
he said the job being done 
inside the dorms would 
most likely require half the 
workers if the school had 
hired experienced union 
painters instead.

In the weeks since the 
union said it was brushed 
off by the school, workers 
have staged rallies and pro-
tests outside Gate 1 of the 
university in order to make 
their voices heard, even 
bringing with them a giant 
inflatable rat and a banner 
that reads “Shame on St. 
John’s University.”

Kittle said, to his 
knowledge, the group plans 
to continue its protests 
each day the job is being 
done over the summer and 
has no plans to walk away 
from the issue.

“It’s not honorable,” 
Kittle said. “We’d be happi-
er if they just told us to take 
a walk instead of doing this 
same thing every year.”

The statement released 
by St. John’s continued to 
insist that the school was 
willing to work with all 
contractors, regardless of 
union status.

“The university prides 
itself in giving fair consid-
eration to outside compa-
nies, union and non-union, 
who contract with St. John’s 
for work-related projects at 
our New York campus loca-
tions,” the statement said. 
“We will continue our best 
practices and policies as an 
institution of higher educa-
tion in helping our economy 
in Queens and New York 
and accept bids from all 
prospective companies that 
wish to do business with St. 
John’s University.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Union fi ghts SJU 
for painting jobs

1Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of date of publication and are subject to change without notice. The  
interest rate re�ains ��ed until �aturit�. The �ini�u� balance to open the pro�otional ��(s) and earn interest is �	

. A 
penalt� �a� be i�posed for withdrawals before �aturit�. �ees could reduce earnings. �n order to 
ualif� for the stated APY(s) on 
the pro�otional ��(s)� �ou �ust ha�e or open an� interest�bearing �hec�ing account. �f �ou do not ha�e an e�isting interest�bearing 
�hec�ing account with us and choose to open a new interest�bearing �hec�ing account� it �ust be opened on the sa�e da� that 
�ou open the pro�otional ��(s) and opened with new �one� not currentl� on deposit with the �an�. The pro�otional ��(s) �ust 
also be opened with new �one� not currentl� on deposit with the �an�. �ffers for e�isting progra�s such as Ad�antage �an�ing and 
�Y�� �lite cannot be co�bined with this pro�otional offer. Please as� a ban� representati�e for full ter�s and conditions.
The ban� is not responsible for t�pographical errors. �ffer �a� be withdrawn at the discretion of the ban� at an� ti�e.

���Y��.co� � (877) 786-6560

AAAPPPYYY111

7 MONTH CD

$500 minimum to open and  
$500 minimum to earn interest

HERE’S AN IDEA...OPEN A CD AND START SAVING TODAY!

AAAPPYY11

14 MONTH CD

$500 minimum to open and  
$500 minimum to earn interest

Earn the stated APY(s) if you have, or open, any  
interest-bearing Checking account.

A Savings Plan Right
on Target . . . 

a great rate �ith short and long-term bene�ts.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 1

3–
19

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

18

BT

Elected officials im-
plored the city to install 
speed bumps and paint a 
crosswalk near PS 232 about 
a week after two adults and 
their special needs child 
were hit by a car near the 
Lindenwood school.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach), 
state Assemblyman Phil-
lip Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) and City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) gathered with school 
officials and parents last 
week to call for traffic 
calming measures.

“The battle has been 
constant and led up to the 
unacceptable accident that 
affected local parents and 
their child,” Addabbo said 
in a statement, referring to 
a car collision May 29. “We 
need to band together and 

start preventing accidents, 
not reacting to them.”

The elected officials 
also sent a letter to Queens 
Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Dalila 
Hall asking the agency to 
consider installing speed 
bumps and adding a pedes-
trian crosswalk on 153rd 

Avenue between 82nd and 
84th streets.

DOT said it is current-
ly studying adding speed 
bumps and other safety en-
hancement measures near 
the school.

— Sarina Trangle

After years of pleas 
from residents, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio has announced 
Latimer Gardens is one of a 
number of housing develop-
ments across the city that 
will soon receive security 
cameras.

“The installation work 
that begins today is the 
result of a highly collab-
orative process among City 
Hall, NYCHA and the comp-
troller’s office. It comes to 
show that when there is a 
will, there is a way,” de Bla-
sio said. “The safety and se-

curity of families living in 
public housing is a priority 
for my administration, and 
we will continue to work to 
find ways to give NYCHA 
residents the quality of life 
they deserve.”

In the wake of a stab-
bing of two children in an 
elevator at a housing com-
plex in East New York, the 
mayor’s office has worked 
to expedite camera instal-
lations.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) had 
set aside funding for cam-

eras to be installed in the 
Latimer Gardens housing 
development, at 34-45 Lin-
den Place, since 2009, but 
NYCHA never installed 
them.

The other housing 
developments in Queens 
slated to get cameras in 
the announcement were 
Baisley Park in Jamaica, 
Beach 41st Street Housing 
in Edgemere and Ocean 
Bay Apartments. 

— Alex Robinson

Former city Comptrol-
ler John Liu has continued 
to rack up endorsements in 
his campaign to 
unseat state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-
Bayside).

The Commu-
nications Work-
ers of America Local 1180 
endorsed Liu this week a 
few days after liberal blog-
ging website the Daily Kos 
urged its members to do-
nate money to the former 
comptroller’s campaign.

“For too long, New 
York has struggled to en-
act meaningful progres-

sive policies. The 
Republican-con-
trolled Senate has 
consistently stood 
in the way of real 
reforms like a 

higher wage, the DREAM 
Act, the Women’s Equal-
ity Agenda and public fi-
nancing for fair elections,” 
Daily Kos Political Direc-
tor David Nir said. “Tony 
Avella had his chance to 

make a real difference in 
the Senate, and he failed 
when he allowed the Repub-
licans to seize control of the 
government. It’s time for a 
change.”

Avella, who joined the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference in February, 
has still not officially start-
ed campaigning for re-elec-
tion.

— Alex Robinson

State Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder discuss traffic safety con-
cerns at PS 232. Photo courtesy Goldfeder

Communications workers endorse Liu

Latimer Gardens to get cameras
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BY BILL PARRY

 A six-month review 
process for the planned As-
toria Cove residential com-
plex, between 4th and 9th 
Streets, in Hallets Point got 
underway Tuesday with a 
sometimes raucous public 
hearing.

It was standing-room-
only in the Astoria World 
Manor banquet hall as hun-
dreds participated in the 
Community Board 1 spe-
cial meeting.

Architect Jay Valgora, 
of Studio V, led a presenta-
tion on behalf of the devel-
oper, Alma Realty, showing 
the audience artists’ ren-
derings of what the mega-
project would look like if 
the plan for a five-building, 
mixed-use project spanning 
1.7 million square feet of 
Hallets Point is approved.

“Today this water-
front is not accessible,” Val-
gora said. “It’s really not 
an amenity or asset for the 

community and we would 
like to tie that back in and 
create a wonderful exten-
sion to the community.”

In addition to 1,689 
rental units, the plan prom-
ises a waterfront espla-
nade, a public school with 
456 seats for pre-K through 
fifth-grade, a supermarket 
and 54,000 square feet of re-
tail space.

“All that retail space 
will make the neighborhood 
safer and provide jobs,” Val-
gora said. “There’s room 
for banks, hardware stores, 
little cafes and restaurants 
along a continuous green-
way along the waterfront.”

Project counsel How-
ard Weiss touched on the 
transportation issue when 
he promised shuttle bus 
service to the subway.

“And if the city ex-
pands ferry service, there 
will be space for a terminal 
on the waterfront,” Weiss 
said, eliciting the evening’s 
first applause.

When Weiss arrived 
at the number of affordable 
housing units the project 
will include, the audience 

paid rapt attention. The 
project currently plans for 
295 affordable units, but 
Weiss said the developer is 
in talks with City Planning 
to expand that number.

But the information 
will not be available for CB 
1’s decision June 17.

Community board 
members asked questions 
regarding safety, handi-
cap accessibility, parking 
and other issues. Then it 
was time for the public to 
speak.

A total of 56 residents 
had signed up for the 
chance to make their points 
in a three-minute presenta-
tion.

Jack Friedman, of the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, said, “The economic 
impact can be profound. 
The opportunity this pro-
vides for Queens cannot be 
ignored.”

The other speakers 
were not as supportive, 
however.

“We might be middle 
class, but we’re not idiots 
and we can see the writing 
on the wall,” resident Tyler 
Ocon said. “Without the 
originally promised afford-
able housing units and a 
guarantee that these units 
will remain forever afford-
able, this project will be 
the first gust of wind that 
shifts Astoria’s middle and 
working class up the East 
River.”

Local artist Luanne 
Rozran raised the spectre 
of blocked river views with 
three waterfront towers as 
tall as 32 stories.

“For many of us, that 
view is the explanation of 
why we live here,” Rozran 
said, later adding that the 
views give her inspiration 
for her paintings. “There’s 
no reason for the towers to 
be 30 stories, obliterating 
our views simply because 
some millionaire wants a 
penthouse way up high,” 
she said after her presenta-

tion was stopped for going 
over the time limit.

When resident Jeannie 
Ortiz spoke of improper as-
bestos abatement by a com-
pany being investigated 
by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, she was 
told her allotted time was 
up.

When she refused to 
sit down, she was escorted 
from the podium by secu-
rity.

“I feel like they shut me 
down because they didn’t 
like what I had to say,” she 
said later in a hallway.

If the community 
board approves, the pro-
posal moves to the borough 
president and eventually to 
the City Council in the fall. 
Astoria Cove would be built 
in four phases over 10 years 
if the project is approved.

Reach Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4538

Architect Jay Valgora presents 
his vision of Astoria Cove at a 
public hearing Tuesday. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria Cove megaproject starts public review
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

For Flushing House 
resident Kate Tuchman’s 
100th birthday, it will not 
only take one party but two 
parties to recognize her 
achievements in education.

Tuchman has been an 
active member in the city 
education system since 
1943 and was honored by 
President Barack Obama 
this year.

On Saturday, Tuch-
man will have her first 
party at the rooftop lounge 
of Flushing House with 
close friends and fam-
ily. This event will create 
the opportunity for her 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
extended family of multiple 
generations to come togeth-
er in her honor.

Her second party will 
be on her actual birthday, 
July 16, and will be cele-
brated with the new friends 
and family she has found 
while living at Flushing 
House.

Tuchman was born 
July 16, 1914, and grew up in 
the Bronx and then moved 
to Brooklyn. She graduated 
from Brooklyn College in 
1934 and then followed her 
father’s footsteps in enter-
ing the garment industry 
for a short time. On Christ-
mas Day in 1935, Tuchman 
married Artie Tuchman.

Tuchman then started 

to work at PS 69 in Jackson 
Heights while having two 
children at home. As she 
was working she continued 
going to graduate school 
and soon became a school 
supervisor shortly after 
graduating.

Her career took a huge 
leap in 1960 when she was 
given the position of prin-
cipal for PS 184 in Harlem. 
All the hard work and ef-
fort she had made in that 
school brought national at-
tention to her, so much so 
that in April 1964 Tuchman 
was invited by former first 
lady Lady Bird Johnson to 
speak at the White House.

Tuchman’s speech was 
on the issues facing minor-
ity children in poor, urban 
neighborhoods at the time. 
A lot of the goals and sug-
gestions she spoke about in 
her speech have become a 

part of the standard model 
of teaching today.

Obama honored her on 
the 50th anniversary of the 
speech, noting in a person-
al letter that “progress in 
America has not come eas-
ily, but has resulted from 
the collective efforts of 
women and men who chal-
lenged our conscience.”

The letter continued, 
“You are part of a genera-
tion that sought to ensure 
every child — regardless of 
the neighborhood they lived 
in — had access to a quality 
education, and I trust you 
take pride in adding your 
voice to that movement.”

Even after losing her 
husband in 1966, Tuchman 
has enjoyed a full and re-
warding life by traveling 
the world following her re-
tirement in 1977. She has 
also been active with her 
family, was an avid tennis 
player up until the last few 
years and worked with the 
Retired School Superinten-
dents Association up until 
last year.

Tuchman has two chil-
dren, four grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren 
and dozens of younger, ex-
tended family members 
who continue to be a part of 
her long life.

Flushing House, where 
she is a resident, is the larg-
est, nonprofit, independent 
living retirement residence 
in the state.

KATE TUCHMAN
Photo courtesy Flushing House

Flushing House resident 
celebrates her 100th year

Christ the King High School Celebrates 
49th Commencement Exercises

Christ the King High School celebrated its 49th Commencement Exer-

cises on Saturday, June 7th.  Over 230 seniors graduated with more over 

$14.6 million in scholarships. | Photo courtesy of Harisch Studio  

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Calvary Hospital Seeking Counselors for 17th season of  
Annual Bereavement Camp for Children and Teenagers

From August 18-22, Calvary Hospital will host the 17th consecutive 
annual session of its bereavement camp for children and teenagers 
ages 6-18. Calvary’s Camp Compass® will take place at Kingsborough 
Community College in Brooklyn. The Hospital will once again accept 
applications for counselors from outside Calvary. 

Applicants selected as counselors will need to undergo the same background 
checks and related procedures as Calvary employees. Counselors will be paid 
$1,000 for a week. To learn more, please go to www. calvaryhospital.org

Eligibility Requirements 

 Licensed teachers, school social workers, guidance counselors, school  
 or pediatric nurses; 

 Minimum of four consecutive years of full-time employment; 
 Completed Calvary Job Application form;
 Two letters of reference from a work-related source; and
 Be able to work from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm from August 18 through  

 August 22, 2014.

Deadlines

 Applications are being accepted from now through July 11
All hiring decisions will be made by July 25, 2014. 

his status as a member of 
the chamber’s majority 
in an attempt to get more 
substantial reforms of the 
Queens Library passed.

Despite not having a 
sponsor in the Assembly, 
the senator has insisted 
his version be passed even 
though Aubry made two 
amendments to include 
parts of Avella’s bill, .

Avella’s bill would also 
require that the Brooklyn 
and New York public li-
brary systems be subject 
to Freedom of Information 
Law and Conflict of Inter-
est rules. His legislation 
would mandate that the 
board of trustees have two 
librarians, a public accoun-
tant, a Queens community 
board chairman and dis-
trict manager among its 
members.

He has criticized his 
Democratic counterparts’ 

bill as “feel good legisla-
tion” that does not go far 
enough.

A spokeswoman for 
Avella said his reaction 
to Aubry’s bill has not 
changed since it has been 
passed and that negotia-
tions between the two sides 
have not gotten anywhere.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Library
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BY BILL PARRY

A busy warehouse 
in Long Island City is the 
base of operations for a 
young and successful com-
pany that is hard to define 
beyond its can-do attitude 
that has made it a favorite 
of the rich and famous in 
New York City and around 
the world.

The website for Aequi-
tas Packing Group de-
scribes it as a premier white 
glove moving, storage and 
logistics company servic-
ing the interior design and 
fine art world.

The three partners 
who own Aequitas tried 
their best to describe their 
company.

“Primarily we pack 
and ship art, fine furniture 
and antiques for the top 1 
percent and their design-
ers,” said Matthew Quinn, 
a partner. “It’s a specialized 

industry and we approach 
it differently than other 
companies. I guess you can 
say we’re unique.”

Sean Lane said, “We 
can take whatever is in a 
high-end luxury store or 
residence and move every-
thing in them to Dubai, 
Doha, Hong Kong, Cannes, 
Antwerp or anywhere else 
in the world. We collect and 
hold everything right here 
in this warehouse until the 
installation date and then 
we get everything there on 
time.”

His younger brother 
Godwin, the third partner, 
said, “It’s a very particular 
industry in the way things 
are done and we are very 
particular people and that’s 
helped us grow quickly — 
in fact, our growth is actu-
ally best described as an 
explosion.”

Just two years ago the 
three had a single moving 

van. Now they have a fleet 
of a dozen trucks and vans, 
a 145,000-square-foot ware-
house in LIC and another 
in London.

The three agree their 
secret weapon is a dedicat-
ed staff they call “The Fam-
ily” made up mostly of in-
ternational craftsmen from 

Ireland, Russia, Trinidad 
and Ukraine.

“These guys are from 
all over the world  --- we 
even have two guys from 
the same town in eastern 
Europe,” Sean Lane said. 
“The one thing they have 
in common is they are very 
professional, they are all 

accountable and have in-
tegrity. Not everyone can 
work for us.  In fact, we 
turn away four or five ap-
plicants every week.”

One of their workers, 
Robby Walsh, had bounced 
from job to job since mov-
ing to the United States 
from Ireland more than a 
decade ago.

“It’s an amazing at-
mosphere where everyone 
works together and takes 
pride in what they do,” he 
said. “When I’m building a 
shipping crate, I’m making 
the best crate I can make 
whether it’s for moving a 
Picasso or just a chair.”

Aequitas Packing 
Group does not serve the 
general public, but it de-
pends on repeat business 
and references from the 
interior designers and the 
luxury stores.

“We’re innovators and 
problem solvers and we ex-

ecute better than the other 
companies,” Sean Lane 
said. “We trust our intu-
ition and find ways to get 
the job done and that’s what 
keeps bringing the clients 
back.”

The globetrotting ad-
ventures never get old, ac-
cording to Godwin Lane.

“It’s very interesting,” 
he said. “We get to see fabu-
lous places with some very 
famous clients. We know 
what they want and that’s 
part of our success.”

But there is a price.
“Everyone’s sacrificed 

a lot to make this company 
succeed.  A lot of baseball 
games with the family have 
been missed by everyone 
that works here in order 
to make the company suc-
ceed,” Godwin said. “But 
there’s going to be a lot of 
kids going to college be-
cause of this success.”

Matthew Quinn makes arrangements for an Aequitas Packing 
Group project. Photo by Bill Parry

Two-year-old art moving company has explosive growth
LIC trio leads group of international workers to lofty heights in a specialized and secretive industry
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BY JUAN SOTO

The Sierra Club is ask-
ing a judge from Queens 
Supreme Court to require 
that the state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation review the issuing 
of the first water with-
drawal permit given to the 
Ravenswood Power Plant 
because the organization 
claims withdrawing water 
from the East River is kill-
ing fish.

The challenge by the 
grassroots environmen-
tal group along with the 
Hudson River Fisherman 
was filed last Friday. The 
authorization by the state 
agency allows the Long Is-
land City-based plant to use 
up to 1.5 billion gallons of 
water a day from the East 
River. The permit is valid 
until 2017.

According to the Si-
erra Club, the DEC failed 
to order the power plant to 
have a closed-cycle cooling 

system in place.
“I hope the judge de-

cides to have a hearing on 
this,” said Jonathan Ge-
balle, attorney for the or-
ganization. “We believe we 
have a strong case.”

Geballe calculates 
that in about two months 
the Queens Supreme Court 
judge will make a decision.

“It’s up to the judge 
to have a hearing or not,” 
he added. “We are talking 
about just one plant that 
uses up to 1.5 billion gal-
lons of water a day.”

For the petitioners’ at-
torney, the authorization 
given to the power plant 
“was done inappropriately 
and the DEC has to review 
it.”

A spokeswoman for 
DEC said the state agency 
does not comment on pend-
ing litigation.

The plant drains wa-
ter from the East River for 
its cooling system. Raven-
swood is a 2,480-megawatt 

plant that combines cycle 
and combustion turbine 
technology. It has the capac-
ity to serve some 21 percent 
of New York City’s peak en-
ergy needs.

The Sierra Club wants 

the DEC to complete a full 
environmental review of 
the authorization, claim-
ing the plant’s water intake 
system kills large amounts 
of fish eggs and thousands 
of fish by filtering out un-

wanted materials.
The Ravenswood per-

mit was the first issued 
under the state’s new water 
legislation, approved back 
in 2011. The law was put 
into place to monitor large 

withdrawals from rivers 
and lakes.

“We are not trying 
to close down the power 
plant,” said Irene Van Slyke 
of the Sierra Club. “We just 
want the plant to have a bet-
ter cooling system and have 
an environmental impact 
review done.”

She added that “with 
a closed-cycle cooling sys-
tem, those fish kills can be 
reduced up to 98 percent.”

Closed-cycle systems 
reuse cooling water, unlike 
through cooling systems, 
which intake water from 
the body of water.

The Sierra Club esti-
mates that by the end of the 
year, DEC will receive up 
to 16 applications for water 
withdrawal permits from 
electric generating facili-
ties.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Irene Van Slyke (l. to r.), Jonathan Geballe and Thelma Fellows explain the Sierra Club’s concerns 
about water withdrawal from the East River. Photo by Juan Soto  

Sierra Club worries Ravenswood plant kills fi sh
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BY BILL PARRY

A nonprofit commu-
nity group in Woodside is 
taking a big stride toward 
bridging the digital divide 
with the help of a media gi-
ant.

Woodside on the Move 
had a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony Monday for its new 
high-tech Learning Lab, 
thanks to a $55,000 grant 
from Time Warner Cable.

“No one in our commu-
nity should be left behind in 
this digital age because of 
cultural or economic barri-
ers,” Woodside on the Move 
Executive Director Adrian 
Bordoni said.

The newly renovated, 
state-of-the-art center is at 
the  Main Office, at 59-42 
59th St., and it now con-
tains 20 Lenovo Yoga 2-in-1 
laptops and tablets, 10 iP-
ads and six iMacs, all using 
broadband speed Business 
Class Internet from Time 
Warner.

Also included in the 
package is Final Cut Pro 
editing, a surround sound 
system and a new floor for 
the Learning Lab.

Time Warner Vice 
President Brian Kelly 
approached U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) with the idea to 
help a Queens nonprofit 
in January. The congress-
man pointed Kelly toward 
Woodside on the Move, 
a grassroots community 
organization dedicated to 
neighborhood improve-
ment through youth devel-
opment, senior services, 
tenant advocacy and arts 
and cultural programs.

“Woodside on the 
Move has been filling in 
the cracks around here 
since 1976,” Crowley said. 
“And now Time Warner 
is helping them fill in one 
more crack.”

The entire commu-
nity will benefit from the 
Learning Lab, according to 

Bordoni.
“We’ll have computer 

classes for all ages, from 
after-school kids to grand-
parents who can finally sit 
down and learn computers 
at their own pace,” he said. 
“We’ll have job and résumé 
preparation and business 
seminars, housing clients 
can look for apartments 

and parents will have the 
means to file online appli-
cations for universal pre-
K.”

The new Learning Lab 
will also be available to vet-
erans.

“We’re going to help 
veterans old and new,” Bor-
doni said. “Those just com-
ing home will be able to use 

these facilities, too. Hope-
fully, it can help them get 
re-acclimated.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) was on hand at the 
ribbon-cutting.

“We’ve helped allocate 
nearly $1 million for this 
organization, and Wood-
side on the Move deserves 

it,” he said. “The reason 
that this is so important is 
that Woodsiders deserve 
a connection to the world, 
to be competitive in that 
world and marketplace.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l.-r.) stands by U.S. Rep. Joe 
Crowley and Woodside on the Move Executive Director Adrian 
Bordoni. Photo by Bill Parry

Cable giant helps Woodside group go ditigal
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All Boro Mason Supply
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Ozone Park, NY 11416

Time Warner Cable’s $55,000 grant provides Woodside on the 
Move with a new Learning Lab. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY BILL PARRY

The Falchi Building in Long 
Island City has made great strides 
since signing its first major ten-
ant in October.

Artisanal Brands Inc. made 
a deal to move its headquarters 
into the Falchi Building with 
retail space on the first floor. In 
April  Juice Press followed suit by 
moving its headquarter to Falchi, 
including a, “superstore” combin-
ing retail and production space.

“We waited patiently for the 
right space in the Falchi Building 
and refused to make a move until 
Juice Press could be precisely in 
this building,” founder Marcus 
Antebi said. “It has the location 
and infrastructure needed to do a 
retail store and production with-
out interruption.”

The company is moving into 
its 18,000-square-foot space.

“We made a capital invest-
ment in a new facade and lobby 
area with seating and free Wi-Fi,” 
manager Paul Kelterborn said. 
“We’re at 65 percent occupation 
now and we’re looking to create a 

Chelsea Market with a concourse 
full of retail and more office ten-
ants upstairs.”

Jamestown Properties, own-
ers of the popular Chelsea Market, 
bought the block-long warehouse, 
at 31-00 47th Ave., for $80 million 
in 2012. They gave the former 
Gimbels department store dis-
tribution facility a multimillion-
dollar makeover and are starting 
to create a buzz.

“We’re drawing a young de-
mographic here of the fringe of 
LIC,” Kelterborn said. “It’s an 
arts and techy young type that’s 
gravitating to us and that will 
grow thanks to our other major 
tenant, the Coalition for Queens. 
 When the Cornell Tech campus 
gets to Roosevelt Island, this place 
is going to explode.”

The tech campus is expected 
to open in 2017 and Coalition for 
Queens, a non-profit tech support 
group, is busy laying the ground-
work to help start-up companies 
create a tech hub in Long Island 
City from its headquarters at Fal-
chi.

“We just moved in a couple 

of months ago and we’re seeing 
the potential with this building,” 
founder Jukay Hsu said. “Jame-
stown is creating a real commu-
nity here that will help us create 
the hub for tech start-ups, and 
I’m sure some may actually want 

space in the building, too.”
The Coalition for Queens 

uses its space for classes and 
events like the Big Apps NYC 
Competition scheduled for June 
21 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

“It’s a hack-a-thon for devel-

opers and it’s the first time we’re 
hosting one in Queens,” he said.

The Falchi Building is reach-
ing out to the arts community as 
well. It hosted several events dur-
ing the LIC Arts Open last month 
and opened the venue to Local 
Project, a youthful artist-collec-
tive that lost its space at 5Pointz 
in January.

“We just finished a proj-
ect at Falchi that lasted for two 
months,” said Director Carolina 
Pinafiel. “It was great because 
we were busy moving into our 
new property and couldn’t host 
shows. They let us do it there and 
it helped them get started making 
the connections with other art-
ists.”

Another popular feature at 
Falchi is the 20,000-square-foot 
Food Box, where five vendors 
open for breakfast and lunch on 
weekdays.

“All the cooking is done off-
site, they bring it in and serve it 
up,” Kelterborn said. “It’s hugely 
popular, especially with the 
crowd from LaGuardia Commu-
nity College across the street.”

The Falchi Building features Queens-centric murals throughout its concourse. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Falchi Building becomes an ‘it’ spot in LIC
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
A gun buyback pro-

gram organized by City 
Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) last 
weekend took 40 weapons 
off the streets of southeast 
Queens.

The crime-fighting 
tool was implemented at a 
time when the number of 
shooting incidents in the 
area is on the rise.

Only one day after 
the event, held at Majority 
Baptist Church on Farm-
ers Boulevard in St. Albans 
Saturday, two teenagers 
were shot on 149th Street in 
Jamaica.

“We are going to do 
everything possible to miti-
gate this and all violence,” 
Miller said. “This is just 
one of the initiatives we 
will be hosting” as part of 
Anti-Gun Violence Aware-
ness Month.

Every resident who 
turned in their operable 
guns received a $200 gift 
card.

“There were no ques-
tions asked, and the Police 
Department disposed of the 
handguns,” the lawmaker 
added.

During the first hour 
of the program, 13 hand-
guns were turned in, but 
then the .

“It slowed that a bit 
after the first hour of the 
program in the morn-
ing , but then it picked up 
again towards the end of 
the afternoon, when more 
guns were turned in,” said 
Miller. “These are 40 guns 
we won’t see on the streets 
again.”

Miller said the time 
has come to have “a real 

conversation about gun 
violence,” especially with 
young people and their par-
ents. “And we need to figure 
out real solutions and real 
alternatives to all of these 
violent incidents.”

According to statistics 
by the New York Police De-
partment for the 113th Pre-
cinct, which covers South 
Jamaica, St. Albans and 
Springfield Gardens, there 
were 17 shooting incidents 
as of June 1, 2014, compared 
to 10 for the same period of 
2013. In the 103rd Precinct, 
which covers Jamaica and 
Hollis, as of June 1 there 
were seven shootings, the 
same as last year.

BY BILL PARRY
 
One of the fastest grow-

ing coffeehouse chains 
in the world is targeting 
Queens as a big part of its 
global expansion.

South Korea-based 
Caffebene opened fran-
chises in Sunnyside and 
Flushing last month with 
a third store coming to As-
toria this summer with an 
additional 10 slated for the 
borough next year.

“Queens is just loaded 
with neighborhoods full of 
millennials these days,” 
Caffebene Vice President 
John Barry said. “Mille-
nials love their coffee, so 
we’re going where they 
are.”

Barry added that 
while Americans drink 
400 million cups of coffee 
a day, the millennials, in-

dividuals born in the 1980s 
or ’90s, drink it the most 
frequently.

He pointed out that “86 
percent of them drink cof-
fee regularly, and we offer 
a nice comfortable place for 
them to go.”

Caffebene opened 
its first store in Seoul in 
2008, combining European 

coffeehouses with the tra-
ditional Korean culture 
known as “Sarangbang,” 
where a room in a home 
is set aside for studying or 
writing poetry.

The formula has been 
so successful that in six 
years there are a thousand 
locations in Korea, 300 in 
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Caffebene combines traditional European coffehouses with the 
Korean culture of Sarangbang. Photo by Bill Parry

Project takes guns off streets

Korean coffeehouse chain 
opens two boro franchises

Continued on Page 50

Councilman Daneek Miller flanked by members of the NYDP during 
the gun buyback program held last Saturday at the Majority Baptist 
Church, located in St. Albans. Photo courtesy Daneek Miller
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The Rev. Charles Nor-
ris Sr. and Clergy United 
for Community Empow-
erment welcomed former 
state Sen. Shirley Huntley 
back from prison with a 
party Tuesday.

Norris said close to 75 
people gathered to greet 
Huntley, who represented 
Jamaica, Springfield Gar-
dens and St. Albans in Al-
bany, including representa-
tives from U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks’ (D-Jamaica) office 
and state Assemblyman 
William Scarborough’s (D-
St. Albans) office.

The homecoming bash 
was held at the Robert Ross 
Johnson Family Life Cen-
ter.

“It was very well-at-
tended,” Norris said of the 
event organized by CUCE, 
a coalition dedicated to em-
powering African Ameri-
cans, where the minister 
serves as executive secre-

tary. “She’s home and that’s 
good.”

Norris said CUCE was 
very proud to organize the 
party and emphasized that 
Huntley had served her 
time.

“She doesn’t owe any-
body anything,” he said.

Huntley was sentenced 
to 366 days in prison after 
pleading guilty to mail 
fraud in an effort to cover 
up a scheme she used to 
pocket more than $87,000 
from taxpayers.

But the Federal Bureau 
of Prison website shows she 
was released after about 10 
months.

The Democrat allo-
cated $87,700 in funding 
administered by the state 
Education Department to 
Parents Information Net-
work Inc., a nonprofit she 
once ran.

Huntley admitted she 
mailed false documents in 
an attempt to make it ap-
pear as though the state 

funding was legitimately 
helping parents navigate 
the city’s school system 
rather than financing her 
personal expenses.

The former lawmaker 
was given a lighter sen-
tence after she invited sev-
eral elected officials to her 
home and secretly recorded 

conversations with them 
for the FBI, according to 
court documents.

One of her guests, Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis), 

is currently on trial in fed-
eral court in White Plains, 
N.Y., for allegedly attempt-
ing to bribe his way onto 
the Republican line in the 
2013 mayoral elections.

Huntley’s former chief 
of staff, City Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica), 
has been charged with 
grand larceny and fraud 
for allegedly stealing some 
$30,000 in city and state 
grants, some of which his 
former boss allocated to a 
nonprofit he ran.

The FBI raided Scar-
borough’s office in March 
in connection with vouch-
ers he submitted for travel 
expenses to Albany.

Smith, Wills and Scar-
borough have maintained 
their innocence.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

The Rev. Charles Norris Sr. says he and others involved with Clergy United for Community 
Empowerment welcomed former state Sen. Shirley Huntley home from prison.

SE Queens gives Huntley warm homecoming
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Maximum discount with ad is 28%.  Not applicable on prior purchases.  See store for details.  †Zero percent financing at 24 months with 25% down.  Loan activation fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Certain 

styles such as Chain Link and Aluminum may be excluded. Installation guarantee on most styles.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
Residential & Commercial

All Stores Closed Father’s Day Sunday
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Christina Santucci

Photos by Yinghao Luo 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The former Parkway 
Hospital property is head-
ing back to the auction 
block.

The mortgage on the 
56,400-square-foot lot in 
Forest Hills is scheduled to 
be offered up to bidders at a 
July 11 foreclosure auction 
in Queens Supreme Civil 
Court, according to the 
real estate website proper-
tyshark.com.

The company that en-
tered the winning $22.2 
million bid during a Janu-
ary auction struggled to 
come up with the financing 
for months. As a result, the 
closing date for the 70-35 
113th St. lot was resched-
uled several times.

The group behind the 
bid, 70-35 113th St. Limited 
Liability Co., could not be 
reached for comment. Its 

officers have not been iden-
tified.

The company that 
holds the mortgage on the 
shuttered hospital, Au-
berge Grand Central LLC, 
had discussed transform-
ing it into condominiums 
via a partnership with the 
Manhattan-based real es-
tate firm Jasper Venture 
Group LLC.

It was unclear whether 
the partnership intends to 
bid at the upcoming auc-
tion.

Jasper Venture Group 
referred requests for com-
ment to Auberge Grand 
Central, which did not re-
spond to inquiries before 
deadline.

The court-appointed 
foreclosure referee Joseph 
Risi previously said Au-
berge Grand Central would 
need to go back to court and 
get a stay before formally 

pursuing development 
plans.

Risi did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Parkway has sat va-
cant, except for a few tele-
communications compa-
nies renting space on the 
roof, since the state Com-
mission on Healthcare Fa-
cilities shut the hospital in 
2008.

Dr. Robert Aquino, the 
hospital’s owner and chief 
executive officer, fought off 
creditors for years. He even-
tually pleaded guilty to fed-
eral bribery charges stem-
ming from his attempts to 
bribe state Assemblyman 
Anthony Seminerio in ex-
change for the Ozone Park 
lawmaker lobbying on be-
half of Parkway.

Seminerio died while 
serving a six-year prison 
sentence in the Parkway 

BY JUAN SOTO
 
City Schools Chancel-

lor Carmen Fariña wants 
to make sure every parent 
in every neighborhood in 
the city knows about the 
city Department of Educa-
tion’s initiatives, especially 
the free pre-kindergarten 
program being offered at 
community-based organi-
zations.

She said thousands of 
pre-K seats are still avail-
able, and she encouraged 
parents to apply for them.

Fariña, along with 
her top aides, participated 
in a roundtable discussion 
with dozens of reporters 
from community and eth-
nic newspapers. The event 
was held Wednesday at the 
DOE’s headquarters at 52 
Chambers St. in Manhat-
tan.

“We need your help 

because local newspa-
pers walked into people’s 
homes,” she said during the 
discussion, organized by 
the Center of Community 
and Ethnic Media at the 
CUNY Graduate Center.

As more buildings 
throughout the city are 
becoming early childhood 
centers, the chancellor 
pledged that the kids will 

be safe in their new envi-
ronment. “Every school 
has to be good enough for 
my grandchildren, and if it 
isn’t, the school is not good 
enough for anybody else’s 
grandchildren” she added. 
“Nothing is more impor-
tant than safety.

Fariña said the DOE, 
in collaboration with sever-

City schools chancellor Carmen Fariña (right) speaks at a roundta-
ble organized by the Center of Community and Ethnic Media at the 
CUNY Graduate Center in the presence of Dorita Gibson, one of her 
top aides. Photo Juan Soto

Schools chancellor pushes 
pre-K in local-based centers 

Foreclosure auction slated
for Parkway Hospital site

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432
Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

LUXURY APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon
& receive up to 

$200
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ̂ slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating 
condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
1
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SAVINGS & SELECTION
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2008 Hyundai Accent, 16k 1087201 $5,995
 2005 Chevy Avalanche, 174k  101282 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Rav4, 145k 5347 $5,995 

   

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Jeep Gr. Cherokee, 100k 654760 $6,995
 2008 Saturn Vue, 116k 686457 $7,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124     $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2007 Nissan Pathfinder, 130k 624816 $8,995
 2006 Toyota Sienna, 82k 517555 $8,995

  

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Camry, 65k 6035 $8,995
 2007 Acura TSX, 92k 020711 $8,995
 2005 Honda Pilot, 116k 532858 $9,995
 2006 BMW X5, 71k Y30956 $11,995
 2006 Infiniti M-35x 252731 $13,995
       MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
 

 

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
5k miles, Stk#3428

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
CAMARO'12 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
42k miles, Stk#1196

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $18,995

EXPLORER2013 FORD

Stk# 2398, 34k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $21,895

COROLLA S2013 TOYOTA
$8,995

SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
32k miles, Stk#1616

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

MKS2010 LINCOLN

Stk# 4985, 69k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$15,995
328xi2011 BMW

Stk# 661029, 32k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
M372011 INFINITI

Stk# 1237, 27k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995
G372011 INFINITI

Stk# 1414, 13k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 BMW 328xi

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 DODGEGR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $12,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2008 Hummer H3, 97k 3802 $9,500
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2008 BMW 535xi, 44k 4519 $13,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2008 Mercedes CLS 550, 57k 82172 $22,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 
       
 

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

NYPD Detective Tony 
Planakis says he had an ex-
citing Wednesday respond-
ing to two bee incidents, 
including one in Queens 
that involved about 12,000 
insects.

Planakis, known as 
Tony Bees, was able to safe-
ly secure each swarm with-
out anyone being injured, 
but he had to deal with a bit 
of mayhem in between loca-
tions.

“The weather was in 
my favor today,” Planakis 
said. Because it was humid 
and cloudy, “the bees don’t 
want to take off.”

The first swarm of 
about 3,000 bees was re-
ported between 10:30 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m. on 123rd 
Street and Third Avenue in 
Manhattan, Planakis said. 
The second incident was 
reported around 1:30 p.m. 
in Corona Park near the 

corner of Roosevelt Avenue 
and National Street.

The Queens location 
had about 12,000 bees, he 
said.

While traveling be-
tween the two calls, there 
was a mishap in Planakis’ 
truck.

“The bees escaped in 
the truck,” he said.

So in order to settle 
them down, he had to put 
on the air conditioning, 
and Planakis was able to re-
capture the insects without 
getting stung.

The detective said he 
was able to control both the 
situations so that no one 
was stung or otherwise in-
jured.

Overall, there were 
about 15,000 bees captured, 
and they were brought to a 
ventilation area in Queens.

“At 5 a.m., the bee-
keeper will pick them up 
and take them to his hives,” 
Planakis said.

Thousands of bees captured at Corona Plaza

Detective Tony Planakis holds up about 12,000 bees removed from 
Corona. Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News

In total, Detective Tony Planakis captured about 15,000 bees, in-
cluding several thousand in Corona (pictured) during two calls. 

Photo by Roy Renna/BMR Breaking News
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A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION JUNE 13-19, 2014

Technology is one of the most practi-
cal — and most appreciated  — gifts a high 
school graduate can receive. 

Different technology tools can give 
the class of 2014 a jump start on their col-
lege journey and all post-high-school ad-
ventures. A new survey conducted by Im-
pulse Research revealed that the majority 
of students (65 percent) believe a laptop is 
the most important purchase for heading 
back to school.

Check out these great tech gifts to 
help the graduate in your life prepare for 

heading off to college.
• Keeping connected is very impor-

tant as freshmen make new friends and 
want to stay in touch with everyone back 
home. The Nokia Lumia 520 Windows 
Phone is up to the task of keeping college 
freshmen connected, providing students 
with everything they need for classroom 
and homework settings. Plus, Windows 
phones come in so many colors, sizes and 
shapes, you will be able to perfectly match 
your graduate’s unique personality.

• Office 365 will ensure that the grad-

uate on your list is equipped with the tools 
they need to succeed, from the classroom 
to the dorm room, and everywhere in be-
tween. Install it on your PC, Mac or tablet, 
and take advantage of additional One-
Drive storage so you can access and share 
your documents from anywhere.

• Need to get organized? Check out 
OneNote, the ultimate digital note taking 
app designed for busy students who have 
to juggle classes, projects, assignments 
and life. Best of all, it is free on PC, Mac, 
Windows Phone, iPhone, iPad and An-

droid Phone.
• Windows laptops and tablets will 

give the graduate on your list all the tools 
needed for class or to stay healthy during 
her college years. This year’s top picks 
include the Acer Aspire S7 Touchscreen 
Ultrabook and Dell Venue 8. Both are 
great for watching their favorite show on 
Netflix or using fitness apps. Students just 
need to log into their Outlook.com Micro-
soft account to get access to all their apps 
and services across all the electronic de-

For high school graduate take the digital gift route

Continued on Page 33

Continued on Page 36
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION

With each passing 
year, student loan debt is 
digging a deeper hole for 
more young Americans. 
Over a nine-year period, 
the average student loan 
balance among 25-year-
olds  grew 91 percent, from 
$10,649 in 2003 to $20,326 in 
2012. More than 38 million 
Americans have outstand-
ing debt amounting to 
nearly $1 trillion. This fig-
ure has nearly quadrupled 
over the last four years, 
surpassing both credit 
cards and auto loans as a 
leading source of personal 
debt, according to Pew Re-
search and the Federal Re-
serve Bank of New York.

While the statistics 
are startling, some of to-
day’s young people are 
prepared to take on the fi-
nancial challenge. Younger 
generations (those in their 

mid-20s to early-30s) are 
showing signs of taking 
their finances seriously, 
according to a MassMutual 
2013 State of the American 
Family Study. Nearly two-

thirds want to be actively 
involved in all decisions 
regarding their finances, 
and almost half are active-
ly seeking ways to educate 
themselves about personal 

finance, a rate significant-
ly higher than older gen-
erations. For young people 
looking to take control of 
their future, there are ways 
to ease the strain of student 
debt. MassMutual offers 
the following tips to help 
graduates manage their 
loans:

Seek out  
scholarships

College is expensive, 
and taking out student 
loans is often inevitable. If 
you are still in college or 
considering getting your 
degree, be sure to research 
and apply for a range of 
scholarships to help lower 
your education costs. 

“One of the most pow-
erful steps young people 
can take to mitigate educa-
tional debt is to aggressive-

ly seek out scholarships to 
help fund college,” Michael 
Fanning, an executive vice 
president with MassMu-
tual, said. “Graduating 
from college with less debt 
can help take the financial 
worry out of the equation 
when making ‘grown up’ 
decisions like home owner-
ship, starting a family and 
saving for retirement.”

Make a budget 
that includes all 
expenses

Expenses fall into 
three categories: fixed, 
flexible and discretionary. 
Sit down and review all of 
your monthly costs, from 
meals to rent payments, 
and identify which catego-
ry they fall in. From there, 
you can allocate funds to 
each area. It’s critical that 

you have a full understand-
ing of all expenses, debt 
and assets in order to not 
only stay on top of fixed ex-
penses — like your student 
loans — but also build a re-
alistic financial plan.

Borrow or swap
Before making a pur-

chase, ask a friend or rela-
tive if you can borrow or 
swap for a similar item. 
This especially holds true 
for items you may use only 
once or very few times. Go-
ing on a backpacking trip 
abroad? See if you can bor-
row a friend’s backpack 
rather than buying a new 
one. Looking to update your 
wardrobe? Ask a friend to 
swap outfits, doubling each 
other’s wardrobes instant-
ly. Buying something with 
your money isn’t the only 
way to get it.

Don’t let college debt drag you down

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY FOR FALL 2014!

www.qcc.cuny.edu/admissions

Private, nonprofit four-year 
colleges and universities 

$30,094*
Average U.S. tuition & fees per year 

* Source: The College Board

  

$4,540*
Tuition & fees per year 

* New York State residents

 

$$4,5540*
Tuuition & feees per year

* New York State 
SAVE

MORE!
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The Kew-Forest School

We congratulate our graduating seniors on their acceptances 
to the following colleges and universities:

We are so proud to welcome our newest group of alumni, and look 
forward to hearing of their future accomplishments.  Ad Summum!

119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375-6143    Phone: (718) 268-4667   www.kewforest.org

American

Boston College

Babson

Barry

Brandeis

Boston University

Colby

Colgate

Concordia Irvine

Cornell

CUNY Hunter

CUNY Queens

Drexel

Fairfield

Franklin And Marshall

Fordham

George Washington

Hamilton

Hampshire

Hofstra

Lehigh

Long Island University

Muhlenberg

Manhattan College

New York University

Pace

Pennsylvania State 

   University
       
Pontificia Universidad
 
   Católica Madre y Maestra

Post

Providence

Quinnipiac

Seton Hall

St. John’s

SUNY Albany

SUNY Binghamton

SUNY Cortland

SUNY Purchase

SUNY Stony Brook

Syracuse

Temple

Tulane

University Of Arizona

University Of California 

    Riverside

University Of Chicago

University Of Connecticut

University Of Massachusetts

University Of Richmond

University Of Rhode Island

University Of San Francisco

Vanderbilt

Wesleyan

Wheaton

Williams

York

Inspiring    tudents to Achieve...
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Keep living at 
home

Rent is a huge ex-
pense. If you’re moving 
away from your hometown 
to work, it’s unavoidable. 
But if your first job is close 
to home, consider asking if 
you can move in with your 
parents for the first year 
or two to save on expenses. 
Use the money you’re able 
to save during that time 
to make larger payments 
toward your student loans 
to pay them down quicker. 
That will also allow you 
to bolster your savings for 
when you do move into a 
place of your own.

Avoid credit card 
debt

Post-graduation is a 
crucial point that will help 
determine your credit-
score for years to come. 
Younger generations have 
close to $5,000 in credit 
card debt, according to 
MassMutual’s study. To 
keep credit card debt in 
check, only use one or two 
cards at a time with limits 
that aren’t high, and pay 
your balance in full each 
month to avoid interest. 
Missteps could affect the 
rate you pay on big pur-
chases down the road, like 
a car or home loan.

Ask for a raise
Once you have estab-

lished a solid foundation 
at your job, usually around 

the one-year mark, raise 
your hand and ask for a 
raise. Be sure to approach 
your supervisor prepared, 
both with how much more 
you want and why you de-
serve it. Highlight how 
you’ve demonstrated value 
to company over the year 
and how your work merits 
a raise. Even if you don’t 
get it right away, you’ve 
started the conversation.

Taking steps today to 
manage your finances and 
get out of debt will help en-
sure a successful, debt-free 
financial situation in the 
future. 

For more tips and in-
formation regarding smart 
money management, check 
out www.massmutual.
com/myfuturenow.

  — Brandpoint

vices they own.

When you give a high 
school graduate these great 
technology tools, you’ll know 
they’re set for college and 
any other post-high-school 
adventures they might have 

planned. Not only is a tech-
nology gift practical — it will 
help them to be more suc-
cessful this school year and 
beyond.   
  — Brandpoint

Continued from Page 34

Continued from Page 33

Debt

DigitalKnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 
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German   Lessons

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org

or call:

212 787 7543

Northeastern ABC’s 2014
6th Annual Essay Competition

CONTEST
DEADLINE!

July 31, 2014

PRIZES!!*
1ST PRIZE

 iPad OR $500.00 toward 
private school tuition for Fall 2014 semester 
plus $200.00 American Express Gift Card

2ND PRIZE
$400.00 American Express Gift Card

3RD PRIZE
$150.00 American Express Gift Card

Hey Kids!!
It’s the Northeastern ABC’s
Annual Essay Competition!

RULES AND REGULATIONS:
Books are available at Northeastern ABC and must be 

purchased at the store or online by selecting Northeastern.

10–12 YEARS OLD: Mr. Creator’s Borrowed Brown Hands
13–14 YEARS OLD: Convicted

 name, age, address, church (if applicable). A proof 
 of purchase receipt from Northeastern ABC must be 
 attached.

 done, the essay will be disqualifi ed.

 hand delivered to:
email: sgordon@northeastern.org

(please put “essay competition” in the subject line)
mail/deliver:

For questions or additional information, phone:

Stacy (ext. 2205) or Julie Ann (ext. 2201) 
718-291-8006

Why not try it? You might win!!

$12.99
less 15%

JUDGING:
Essays will be 
judged on:

 (15)

 (30)

 learned from 
 story (25)

PLEASE NOTE: Prizes are for both categories. 
Tuition payment, if chosen, will be paid directly to the institution.

$16.99
less 20%
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Positive Beginnings Preschool
71-25 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11367

FREE Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program (UPK)
For September 2014-2015 School Year

For Children who were born in 2010
ENROLLMENT LIMITED!  Full & Half Day Program

 
                                                       

Please call Fior Ramirez at 718-261-0211 or framirez@positivebeginnings.org
Call to Schedule a visit today!

Our Program Includes:

      and FUN!

Do you have the courage to 
question? The drive to experi-
ment? The will to change? At 
LaGuardia Community College, 
we challenge expectations and 
dare to do more so that students 
can write their own futures and 
make better lives for themselves 
and for their families. Our stu-
dents are native New Yorkers, 
as well as immigrants from over 
160 countries who speak more 
than 120 native languages. At 
LaGuardia, over 60,000 students 
of all ages and abilities develop 
the knowledge, skills and con-
fidence to move toward a better 
life while receiving a high-qual-
ity education at one of the lowest 
tuitions in New York.

LaGuardia has more than 50 

majors and certificate programs, 
including business manage-
ment and finance, biology, envi-
ronmental science, nursing and 
other healthcare professions, 
computers and technology, lib-
eral arts, veterinary technol-
ogy, paralegal studies and more 
– that will prepare you for a well-
paying job, and/or transfer to top 
four-year colleges. 

We offer affordable tuition, 
and can help you secure scholar-
ships and financial aid based on 
eligibility. Our convenient loca-
tion – we’re close to major sub-
way lines and bus routes – day, 
evening and weekend classes, 
and childcare program make it 
possible to hold down a job and 
raise children while attending 

college. 
At LaGuardia, dedicated fac-

ulty and staff will work closely 
with you as you develop critical 
thinking and academic success 
skills that will help you achieve 
your goals and fulfill your po-
tential no matter where you are 
in your life. Upon graduation, 
LaGuardia students’ lives are 
transformed as family income in-
creases 17%; LaGuardia students 
transfer to four-year colleges at 
twice the national average.

LaGuardia’s tutoring and 
mentoring resources, GED 
classes, and veteran services 
support students at all levels of 
learning. Our award winning 
first-year programs will give you 
a head start in your college expe-

rience. Through special classes, 
workshops and seminars, you 
will learn the fundamentals of 
time management, how to im-
prove your study skills and how 
to overcome test anxiety. 

LaGuardia is nationally rec-
ognized as one of the top three 
large community colleges. At La-
Guardia, we imagine new ideas 
and create new curriculum that 
not only help students improve 
their lives, but also make our 
community and our country 
stronger. Welcome to LaGuardia. 
Welcome to taking charge. 

Located in Long Island City in 
Queens, LaGuardia is part of City 
University of New York (CUNY).  
For more information go to www.
laguardia.edu

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

LaGuardia Community College: What If?
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Whether you’re riding 
the No. 7 train or the Q60 
bus, you’re probably plugged 
into your favorite tunes as a 
relaxing way to start your 
day and transition into work 
mode.

Are you feeling trans-
formed?  That’s the power of 
music.

Sometimes dealing 
with challenging life situa-
tions and restoring calm to 
your chaotic life requires 
more than traditional psy-
chotherapy. Music therapy 
is a option that can help with 
a variety of issues, including 
depression and anxiety. 

Some researchers be-
lieve counseling and the 
addition of music therapy al-
low people to better express 
their emotions and reflect 
on their inner feelings, re-
veal their true strengths 
and even enhance commu-
nication skills when words 
alone aren’t enough to ex-
press their innermost angst.

“Music is a language.  It 
is invasive,” Susan Long, mu-

sic therapist and Sunnyside 
resident, said. “Even if you 
are deaf, we hear, because 
it is a sensory experience 
— not only using the ears 
but the vibrations penetrate 
our bodies and our body vi-
brates sympathetically. Our 
heart beats rhythmically. 
We breathe rhythmically.  
Therefore, every aspect of 
our being can be described 
in musical terms.”  

Long, a certified music 
therapist, says music thera-
py invites healing into your 
life. Born in Iowa, she grew 
up in Wisconsin and lived 
for 30 years in Rome. She 
moved to Queens 1 1/2 years 
ago. “Queens has a more 
human, livable pace.  My 
daughter lives in New York, 
and I wanted a change,” she 
said. “Sunnyside offered the 
best quality of life and is 
lovely, with all the trees.  It is 
easily accessible to any part 
of New York City, thanks to 
the 7, and not really that far 
from Manhattan.” Sitting in 
her cozy home office, Long 
strummed her guitar — one 
of the tools used in her ther-

apy workshops — and talked 
about her journey. 

“I started on this path 
originally to heal myself,” 
she said. 

Then, she knew 
she wanted to help 
others through her 
love of music.

“ C h o o s i n g 
MT seemed the 
next logical step 
to the studies 
I had already 
done and the 
‘legalization’ of 
my skills, giv-

Sunnyside therapist treats various neurological 
and physical aliments with a guitar and a song

Continued on 
Page 44

Music therapist Susan Long with an ocean drum, which she uses in 
some of her sessions. Photo by Tammy Scileppi

TimesLedger, June 13-19, 2014
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Sunnyside therapist treats various neurological 
and physical aliments with a guitar and a song

MUSIC 
PROVIDES KEY 
TOTOHEALING
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #77 Hard #77

W
eek 52

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM FOR MORE NEWS

 
I get out of the house once in 

a while, and here are some of the 
places I’ve been and the people 
I’ve seen in the last few weeks:

Most recently I was at the For-
est Hills home of Joe Tiraco, one of 
the leading writers and thinkers in 
the borough, where I met up with 
Ina Jay Hayle to tape an interview 
for her Queens Public Television 
show, called simply “The Show.”  
Ina Jay has been producing for 
public access for many years, and 
I guarantee that you have never 
met anyone like her.  Our main 
topic that afternoon was, of course, 
theater in Queens — you can catch 

it this month on Sundays at 11:30 
a.m. on Channel 79, or Mondays at 
10 p.m. on Channel 34.

Roxanne Alese has been 
pretty much confined to her 
apartment in Ridgewood due to a 
malady or two, but she still main-
tains a positive outlook and plans 
for another birthday celebration 
June 8.  Some of you may recall 
her Vision Repertory Co. that 
presented some compelling and 
in-your-face theater.

Over at the TimesLedger’s 
Queens Impact Awards at Doug-
laston Manor I ran into Malini 

Singh McDonald, the vivacious 
and dynamic head of Black Hen-

na Productions and the author 
of the online newsletter Theatre 

Beyond Broadway and a blog 
at www.malinism.com.   She 
thought it would be great if the 
various theater companies in 
Queens would join forces to pro-
mote and publicize their work, 

instead of going their separate 
ways.  Malini’s right about that, 
and perhaps she’s the one who 
could get them all to cooperate.  
Perhaps this is the time for a re-
vival of the Queens Theater Net-

work, a short-lived organization 
of many years ago that tried to 
unify all our independents.

For all you local producers 
out there who are wondering how 
to attract an audience, you should 
check out Roger Gonzalez’s web-
site LocalTheatreNY.com, not 
only to find out what’s happening, 
but to see what he has to say about 
“Theatre Marketing Insights.” 

My first wife and I spent a 
week in late April in Charleston, 
S. C.  Among other attractions in 
this booming town are more than 
a dozen theater groups. I stopped 
by one in the historic downtown 
section called the Footlight 

Players.  They have been around 
since 1931 and now perform in a 

comfortable theater in their own 
building, a former cotton factory.  
A block or so away is the Dock 

Street Theatre, which claims 
to be America’s oldest, having 
opened its doors in February 1736.  
It has been recently renovated, 
and its resident company, the 
Charleston Stage, had a major 
success with “Gershwin at Folly,” 
an original musical about the 
writing of “Porgy and Bess,” along 
with George and Ira Gershwin, 
by Charleston native DuBose 

Heyward and his wife Dorothy.
Frank DiSpigno and I go 

back a long way to the days of 
the Little Theater of Forest 

Hills and the Queens Commu-

nity Theater, both just pleasant 
memories.  When I did a profile 
of Frank a mere six years ago, we 
had lunched at Scobee’s, another 
closed-down institution.  This 
time we met at the Bayside Din-

er where Frank told me that he 

is now the go-to guy in the over-
50 range, so much so that he’s 
booked up a year in advance.  His 
latest is “Young Frankenstein,” 
which will tour for Plaza Theat-

rical Productions.
At Queens Theatre I saw a 

performance of the dance com-
pany Momix, part of the Bank of 
America Student Matinee Series.  
And at the Kupferberg Center 
at Queens College, I had a chance 
to again see the ageless Barbara 

Cook perform.  Over at the Pro-

ducer’s Club on West 44th Street, 
a rundown but available venue 
for small productions, I took in an 
original play, “The Head Hunter,” 
produced and directed by for-
mer Queens resident Richard 

Hymes-Esposito.
And that’s just some of what 

I’ve been up to theater-wise.

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com. 

Queens theater scene keeps columnist rolling
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Friends of Fort Totten Parks 
Family Day — An afternoon 
of activities, games, rides and 
crafts for the whole family.
When: Saturday, June 14, from 
noon - 3 pm
Where: Along 33rd Road 
between 214th and 215th places, 
Bayside
Cost: Free

Kayaking and Canoeing
When: Select Saturdays and 
Sundays through Sept. 13, from 
1 pm - 5 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Astoria Boaters and LIC 
Community Boathouse offers 
free kayaking and canoeing 
(tide and weather permitting) 
from Socrates Sculpture Park 
Beach at Hallets Cove. All 
ages welcome, children under 
18 must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. No 
prior boating experience is 
necessary. Participants sign 
up on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve 
basis.
Website: www.licboathourse.
org

MUSIC

Queens & Brooklyn Jazz 
Party — The Queens Jazz 
Overground invites its Brooklyn 
counterparts for a jazz party 
and performance.

When: Friday, June 13, at 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/adults, $10/members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Mets Concert Series — This 
year’s Mets concert series kicks 
off June 14 with a performance 
by 50 Cent. Concerts take place 
following that days game, and 
the show is included in the 
price of the game ticket.
When: Saturday, June 14 — 50 
Cent; Saturday, July. 12 — Huey 
Lewis and the News; and 
Saturday, Aug. 16 — Boyz II Men
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $17 — $163
Website: newyorkmets.mlb.
com

Music in the Garden: Quintet 
of the Americas — The Quintet 
will perform a concert of music 
that takes advantage of the 
garden setting. 
When: Sunday, June 15, at 2:30 
pm
Where; Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Concert included in 
Garden admission, $4/adults, 
$3/seniors and $2/students and 
children
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Kenny Brawner is Ray Charles 
— This theatrical-concert 
piece brings to life Charles’ 

music complete with 12-piece 
orchestra and backup singers. 
When: Friday, June 20, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $20/adults, $15/members, 
$10/students

FILM

Movie in Crocheron Park — 
Bring a low chair or blanket to 
watch the family fi lm “Tangled.”
When: Friday, June 13, at 8 pm
Where: 35th Avenue and Cross 
Island Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

DANCE

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Mondays, through July 7, 
from 6 pm - 7:30 pm
Where: Wallenberg Square 
in Forest Park, Metropolitan 
Avenue and Park Lane South, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons.

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Wednesdays, through 
July 30, from 7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Where: Little Bay Park, Cross 
Island Parkway near the 
Clearview Expressway
Cost: Free
Northeast Queens Parks holds 
weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. At the July 30 fi nale, a 
live band will perform.

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 

PRODUCTIONS

“12 Angry Men” — Theatre 
Time Productions presents the 
classic court room drama.
When: June 21 to June 29, 
Friday and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St.
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors 
and children 13 and younger
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“We Women Do It Better!/
Nosotras Hacemos Mejor!” — 
This one-woman comedy focuses 
on a sexy, funny and adult 
workshop about professional 
growth as taught by an attractive 
psychologist. Performed in 
English by Kathy Tejada and in 
Spanish by Soledad Lopez. 
When: Through June 29, Friday 
at 8 pm and Saturday at 3 pm in 
English, Saturday at 8 pm and 
Sunday at 4 pm in Spanish.
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 
41-17 Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside

Continued on Page 43

Cost: $27, $25/seniors and 
students
Contact:(718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

718.767.3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Beechhurst, NY 11357

dueponti-ristorante.com

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO
—Fine Whitestone Waterfront Dining—

Celebrate
FATHER’S DAY MENU

Appetizers
FRIED CALAMARI

SAUTEED MUSSELS

 Pasta
PENNE WITH VODKA SAUCE

 Entrees 
(CHOICE OF ONE)

SALMON CARMELINA
Salmon with Chopped tomatoes, 

onions in a lemon white wine sauce

 EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA

 PRIME RIB
Baked prime rib in au jus sauce

 POLLO ALLA NAPOLITANA
Chicken, eggplant, shrimp, asparagus 
and mozzarella in a limoncello sauce

 All entrees serve with 
Roasted Potatoes and Sauteed Escarole

 Dessert
CAKE, COFFEE, TEA

No American Express Accepted
No Coupons Accepted

$45 
plus tax

per person
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BY MERLE EXIT

With the anniversary 
celebrations of the 1939 
and 1964 World’s Fairs in 
full swing, it is not difficult 
to find people who have 
amassed Fair-related para-
phernalia eager to share 
their collections. But for 
Forest Hills fair aficionado 
Sharon Weinman, who was 
not even born when the ’64 
Fair opened, the souvenirs 
go beyond the usual pen-
nants, booklets and plastic 
knickknacks. 

As a college student, 
Weiman combined her pas-
sion for theater and love of 
the fair and wrote a musi-
cal play based on the 1939 
World’s Fair called “Behind 
the Trylon.”

“This is history in my 
backyard,” Weiman said. 

In the show, Weiman 
creates her version of what 
it must have been like to 
experience the wonders of 

the Fair as they promised a 
shiny and sleek future. 

The play opens with a 
voice-over from a fictional 
NYWF radio announcer 
welcoming the audience to 
the New York World’s Fair 
of 1939. 

“Just five more months 
to go before this marshland 
in Flushing will be the 
beautiful world of tomor-
row,” he proclaims. 

Weiman even wrote 
a song titled “The Future 
is Here,” where the lyrics 
tap into the excitement of 
what’s to come.

“You can see the future 
at the Fair of ’39. You can 
see the future just get be-
hind the line. It’s a world of 
peace and harmony where 
everyone’s in luxury. A 
world of progress, a world 
of hope, where people are 
happy, where people can 
cope in the future. And the 
future is here.”

Although Weinman’s 

play has not seen a full-
blown production, other 
writers using the World’s 
Fair as a jumping off point 

will have their visions 
staged as part of the Queens 
Theatre’s World’s Fair Play 
Festival.

As part of its 25th an-
niversary celebration, the 
theater has commissioned 
a slate of celebrated na-
tional and international 
playwrights to create 10 
original 10-minute plays in-
spired by the fairs. 

“I’m very excited to 
see new works by many 
playwrights who have long 
histories with Queens The-
atre, and to welcome new 
writers to the QT family,” 
Rob Urbinati, director of 
new play development at 
Queens Theatre, said, 

Participating writers 
include Kristoffer Diaz, a 
Pulitzer Prize finalist; Wen-
dy MacLeod, “The House of 
Yes”; Harrison Rivers, 2011 
GLAAD Media Award for 
“When Last We Flew” and 
Craig Lucas, a two-time 
Tony nominee for “Prelude 

to a Kiss” and “The Light in 
the Piazza.”

“Queens Theatre had 
its first life as the The-
aterama in 1964,” Queens 
Theatre Managing Direc-

tor Taryn Sacramone said. 
“We can honor the great 
history of our venue by 
producing great new work 
now and in the future. I am 

World’s Fair anniversary events take center stage
Queens Theatre hosts new play festival in July while Forest Hills collector plans August showcase

Forest Hills resident Sharon Weinman displays some of the World’s 
Fair items she has collected on the years. Photo by Merle Exit

Continued on Page 44

IF YOU GO
The World’s Fair Play 
Festival

When: July 18 - 20 and 
July 25 - 27, Fridays at 8 
pm, Saturdays at 2 pm and 
8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

World’s Fair Anniversary 
Event

When: Wednesday, Aug. 6
Where: Regal Heights 
Rehabilitation and Health 
Care Center, 70-05 35th 
Ave., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 663-5100

Summer Entertainment 
Lineup

The Home Of Euro-Soul Cuisine

Situated on the border of Queens and Long Island is New York’s Newest upscale dining and ultra lounge. Pa-Nash is quickly becoming the talk of 
the town. They offer a unique Eurosoul Menu which is a Mediterranean and Moroccan fl are fused with Caribbean and Soul Food fl avors.

Open for Dinner Tues. - Thurs 5pm - 10pm, Fri & Sat 5pm-12am. Lounge Open Weds - Sat. 9pm - 2am with entertainment each night.
Come see what everyone is talking about and you too will “Live Life With A Dash Of Pa-Nash!”

www.panashnyc.com

Upscale & Stylish Dining 
is Now in Southeast Queens

Father’s Day Brunch Upscale Dress Code 
Fully Enforced RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

144–14 243rd Street
Rosedale, NY 11422

Tel: 718–978–6094
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11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

Z NYC HOTEL CELEBRATES 

There’s no better place to see the 
largest fi reworks display in the world!

Classes offered fi rst Tuesday of the month 
from June to September 2014 at 7:30 pm

Every Thursday beginning June 5
Doors open at 6 pm 

Live performances start at 8 pm

Z NYC HOTEL PROUDLY PRESENTS

LIVE IN THE SKY SUMMER 2014

Space is limited. To purchase tickets, call or visit our website.

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

KIDS & FAMILY

Jesse Jams Sing Along — 
Jesse and her guitar provide an 
mix of children’s songs, original 
tunes and popular music from 
many genres. 
When: Saturday, June 14, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“Little Red’s Hood” — The 
CityParks PuppetMobile 

presents an updated version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood” with a 
dozen hand-made marionettes.
When: Tuesday, June 17, at noon
Where: Juniper Valley Park, 
Middle Village
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“The Lion Whiskers” — Catskill 
Puppet Theatre presents 
a musical adaptation of a 
traditional folk tale. 
When: Thursday, June 19, at 
6 pm
Where: Jackson Pond 
Playground, Forest Park, Forest 
Hills
Cost: Free

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088

Website: www.noguchi.org

Playground — Children explore, 
discovery and have fun in this 
outdoor playground with slides, 
seesaws and pits as well as fog 
machines. Each session lasts 45 
minutes; weather permitting.
When: Weekdays, 10 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353 
Website: www.nyscience.org

Laptop Time — Teens learn 
how to use a laptop.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 3 pm
Where: Hollis Public Library, 
202-05 Hillside Ave, Hollis
Contact: (718) 465-7355
Website: queenslibrary.org

The Last Reef — Fly across 
tropical reefs, brush through a 
cloud of a million jellyfi sh and visit 
an alien world where the tiniest 
creatures live in this 3D theater 
presentation. Recommended for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Tuesdays – Sundays, 11 
am–2 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005, Ext. 353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Arts
Continued from Page 41



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
. 1

3-
19

, 2
01

4  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

44

ing me a title and enabling 
me to work also with the 
title of therapist, as well 
as teacher,” she said. “I 
passed the national cer-
tification exam one week 
ago.  Therefore, I am a BC-
MT, a board certified mu-
sic therapist.  This means 
I can practice legally any-
where in the U.S.A. I also 
did my master’s in MT, a 
1,500-hour practicum, and 
a tough exam.”

Ask Long and she’ll 
tell you:  Whether you’re a 
music lover or not, sing off 
key or can carry a tune, 
when you experience mu-
sic in a psycho-therapeutic 
setting, it can be transfor-
mative.

Through proven mu-
sical intervention tech-
niques she has helped 
patients who have experi-
enced grief or lacked emo-
tional expression.

Helping a brain-in-
jured child to build her 
cognitive skills through 
responses to music is a 
powerful thing. As is the 
ability to lessen the effects 
of post-traumatic stress 
disorder during group 
therapy.  And, with activi-
ties such as drumming, 
Alzheimer’s patients have 
learned to de-stress. 

“It has been found 
that we naturally connect 
to whomever we are with 
through these individual 
body rhythms and tend 
to synchronize. As thera-
pists, we recognize some-
one’s body rhythms and 
mirror those musically to 
connect to them. This is 
called the ISO principle 
and the act of connecting 
is called entrainment,” she 
said. “For example, with 
autism, where the client 
has extreme communica-
tion skill limitations and 
therefore difficulty con-
necting linguistically and 
visually, we can connect to 
them musically and begin 
creating a relationship, 
finding another ‘language’ 
to communicate through.”

Long points out that 
music is a right brain ac-

tivity while language is 
left brain. The addition of 
music provides another 
way to get inside the pa-
tient’s mind, she said. 

Because music is so 
prevalent in our society 
used in a variety of medi-
ums, such as advertising, 
film and TV, to generate 
various responses, there 
is more than one form of 
music therapy, Long said. 

Analytical Music 
Therapy uses music to 
access the subconscious 
and its memories. Vocal 
Psychotherapy works to 
access emotional content 
through singing. Free-
improvisation turns mu-
sic into a metaphor for the 
patient’s present life expe-
riences. And Guided Imag-
ery uses listening to music 
to access emotions. 

“As you can see, mu-
sic is a language and a tool 
and its applications are re-
ally limitless,” Long said. 
“Depending on the client, 
their needs and pathology, 
I use the voice, the piano, 
the guitar and simple 
percussion instruments. 
Every client is unique.  
Therefore, each client 
will be met where their 
psychological, physical, 
emotional and cognitive 
skills lie.  It is age-specific 
in that it is client specif-
ic.  Each client should be 
shown the maximum of re-

spect, which is only how it 
should be in everyday life, 
too.  So, it is not a ques-
tion of age but individual 
needs.”

Music therapy hap-
pens through a process 
of activities and analysis. 
Initially assessing the pa-
tient, then sometimes in 
collaboration with the pa-
tient’s psychiatrist, social 
worker, doctor or family, 
the therapist formulates 
a specific treatment out-
line. Issues are discussed 
with other caregivers and 
the patient’s progress is 
assessed throughout the 
treatment.

“I started on this path 
originally to heal myself,” 
Long said. “That is a life-
long journey…so I am 
traveling.”

Long has done several 
workshops at Brooklyn/
Queens Conservatory for 
their Restorative Workshop 
Series.  She will be doing 
one July 15 (bqcm.org/re-
storative_workshops.htm). 
She is also participating 
in a free concert Sunday, 
June 29 at 5 p.m., organized 
by Woodside Piano Studio 
on 58th Street. The June 
29 show is at The Lafay-
ette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 South Oxford 
St., Fort Greene, Brook-
lyn. For more information, 
www.susanlong.it.

MUSIC provides 
key to HEALING

Continued from Page 39

Some of the instruments music therapist Susan Long uses in 
her practice include (clockwise from top l.) an ocean drum, 
gourd cabasa, cabasa and guiro. Photo by Tammy Scileppi
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Across
1. Volvo rival
5. Home
10. Pro or con
14. Actor Ray
15. Fisherman, at times
16. Frank or Francis
17. Al Capp parody of Dick Tracy
20. Steve Grogan, for one
21. Mouse catcher
22. Op. ___ (footnote abbr.)
23. Numbered hwy.
24. One with a flag
27. Bone: Pref.
29. "M*A*S*H" role
32. Hubbub
33. Ukr. neighbor
36. Major flop
38. Al Capp character (nee 
Scragg)
41. Old Dixieland classic
42. Baton Rouge inst
43. Bobby of the Bruins
44. _____ Banks
46. Bigmouth, for one
50. Get together
52. Halloween mo.
55. Balancing pro
56. Have something
57. Head of State, e.g.
60. Capp's yearly event in 
Dogpatch
63. Object of worship
64. French thoughts
65. Yearn
66. Catches some rays
67. Exams
68. Droops

Down
1. Seattle's ___ Field
2. Smith of "Dallas"

DONT GET ANGRYCROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 13-19, 2014

By Ed Canty

Al Capp's World

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

S H O W N V O I C E R E M
A U D I O A B O U T O V A
C R O S S S T I T C H Y E T
S T R E E T T A K E P A R T

S L A T O R E L S E
M A L T E S E C R O S S
I V Y S H A L E T Y K E
T E R M S S A N H O O H A
T R E E E S T E E G A S

C R O S S E X A M I N E
S N O C A T R I D E
P A G A N I N I L A T V I A
L I D D O U B L E C R O S S
A V E O S T I A H O W E S
T E N M E S S Y E S S E N

3. Responds to change
4. When doubled, island near 
Tahiti
5. Watchful
6. Having less free time
7. Guesstimate words
8. Skillful
9. Ranch addition
10. 1978 Peace co-Nobelist
11. Launch
12. Certain party org.
13. Startled cry
18. Env. contents
19. Jewelry beetles
24. Kind of spray
25. Brandenburg's river
26. Neither's partner
28. Old railroad name
30. Saying
31. It's spotted in casinos
34. 1 running from Maine

to Florida
35. Pancake topper
37. Give the cold shoulder
38. In ___ straits
39. Saw eye to eye
40. "Welcome" site
41. Actor Arnold
45. Atlas, for one
47. Maine's ___ National Park
48. Arose
49. Agree
51. Flip response?
53. ___-cross
54. Half a score
57. Marquis de ___
58. Lady bighorns
59. Dosage amts.
60. Canine command
61. Oklahoma town
62. Big success

really excited and proud of 
this festival.”

Weiman’s “Beyond the 
Trylon” will not be part of 
the Queens Theatre perfor-
mance, but later this sum-
mer she will help organize 
a World’s Fair anniversary 
event at Regal Heights Re-
habilitation and Health 
Care Center, where she will 
display her collection. 

“I have been a collector 

since I was a child. I mostly 
started with stamps and an-
tique postcards,” Weiman 
said. “These tiny pictures 
of artwork not only trans-
ported me to another time 
and place, but also sparked 
my interest in history.”

The event, held at the 
Jackson Heights facility 
where Weiman works as a 
recreational therapist, will 
be open to the public and 
will include songs from the 
Fair, performed by the Re-

gal Heights chorus, as well 
as exhibiting memories 
and memorabilia from the 
center’s residents. 

“It’s important for me 
to share my collection and 
not have it sit in a drawer,” 
Weiman said. “I like to use 
many of my collections for 
entertainment, educational 
and therapeutic purposes.  
I’ve used them as props for 
walking tours I’ve conduct-
ed. I conduct reminiscence, 
education and discussion 
groups with the residents 
using some my collection.”

World’s Fair event
Continued from Page 42
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

Learning through an 
Expanded Arts Program, 
student artists have cre-
ated artwork that speaks to 
major social issues in their 
communities.

Earlier this week, 
students at two Queens 
middle schools, PS 9 Wal-
ter Reed in Maspeth and 
PS 75 Robert E. Peary in 
Flushing, presented their 
original, large-scale public 
artworks: cafeteria tables 
that they transformed into 
colorful and meaningful 
works of art.

In their pieces, they ad-
dressed the issues of drug 
and alcohol abuse, teen 
pregnancy, dropping out of 
school and bullying.

“We chose drugs be-
cause it was a big problem 
in the United States and all 
the boroughs in New York,” 
PS 75 student Kenneth 
Brabhyam, 13, said. “I hope 
that people change their 
ways and I hope that this 
table influences their lives 

to stop doing such a bad 
thing. I hope that they stop 
smoking and doing drugs 
and drinking because it 
can really kill your brain 
cells and it will make a big 
effect on your life.”

These two Queens 
schools are part of 10 
throughout the city — two 
per borough — to have cre-
ated works that comprise 
the largest student art exhi-
bition in the history of city 

parks, and also the first to 
span the five boroughs.

This is  LeAp’s seventh-
annual, citywide student 
exhibition and is titled “A 
View from the Lunchroom: 
Students Bringing Issues to 
the Table.” As a symbol of 
students’ conversations and 
the ideas they create within 
them, school lunchroom ta-
bles were used as their can-
vas for this art project.

LeAp teaching art-

ists started working with 
students in January and 
helped them explore com-
munity issues and study 
the history, practice and 
power of public art.

But they ultimately 
were there to help the stu-
dents create works of art 
for the exhibition on the 
surfaces of the lunchroom 
tables and help students ex-
press their ideas and feel-
ings about these issues.

Many internationally 
renowned artists served 
as guest artists for the pro-
gram and had met with stu-
dents to discuss their work. 
Some of the artists who 
were a part of this program 
were Christo, Lorna Simp-
son, Jenny Holzer, Daze, 
Crash, Emma Amos, Fed-
erico Solmi, David Katzen-
stein, Sherrie Nickol, Jo-
seph Peller, Joseph Sorren 
and Carol Goebel.

“LeAp is a wonderful 
New York organization that 
Jeanne-Claude and I have 
been proud to be involved 
in for many years,” said en-
vironmental artist Christo. 
“It is important for young 
students to learn about the 
arts, and we have always 
appreciated LeAp’s hands-
on and personal approach 
to education.”

Before the installation 
of the artwork tables in the 
10 parks, the student art-
ists presented their pieces 
and talked about the issues 
they explored at an opening 
event at Union Square last 

month. There were also 
many top city officials who 
were there to honor and 
congratulate the students.

City Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña spoke at the 
event and said, “The visual 
and performing arts not only 
make learning fun, they help 
students develop the critical-
thinking skills they need 
to succeed in school and in 
life.” She continued, “I thank 
LeAp for being a valued part-
ner in bringing innovative 
arts education to our public 
school students.”

LeAp is a nonprofit 
arts education organiza-
tion committed to improv-
ing the quality of teaching 
the arts in public education 
through a unique, hands-
on, arts-based approach.

Since 1977, the organi-
zation has provided more 
than 2 million city students 
in kindergarten through 
12th-grade with music, 
dance, theater, digital me-
dia and visual arts pro-
grams that directly teach 
the academic curriculum.

Student artists address social issues in works

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Students from the Robert E. Peary School unveiled their lunch table art piece in Evergreen Park. 
Photo courtesy LeAp
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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LATE PAGE

cent Tabone, in what the 
government described as 
an elaborate ploy by Smith 
to buy his way onto the Re-
publican ballot line in the 
2013 mayoral election.

In a scheme not direct-
ly tied to Smith or Tabone, 
prosecutors said Halloran 
solicited donations for his 
unsuccessful congressio-
nal bid in 2012 as bribes in 
exchange for agreeing to 
steer $80,000 in taxpayer 
funds toward buying the 
Bayside YMCA. He then 
planned on having a man-
agement company affili-
ated with Raj and Stern use 
the Y, they said. 

“We are going to pur-
chase the Bayside YMCA,” 
Halloran said during a 
Nov. 15, 2012, meeting in 
The Ritz-Carlton in White 
Plains, according to a tran-
script. “That management 
company will operate it for 
several senior centers, sev-
eral youth programs as a 
community facility ... so it 
will give us almost unlim-

ited discretion.”
Later in the conversa-

tion, Halloran said this tac-
tic would portray him as a 
hero to organizations such 
as the Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Civic Associa-
tion, a volunteer ambulance 
corps and a senior program 
that could move into the Y 
and avoid paying rent, the 
transcripts show.

Conversely, prosecu-
tors said the Republican 
viewed it as an opportunity 
to offer up a no-show job.

“All I’m concerned 
about is at the end you guys 
are there for me with my 
campaign stuff,” Halloran 
said, according to the tran-
script. 

Halloran grimaced oc-
casionally as his conversa-
tions were played in federal 
court in White Plains Mon-
day.

His attorney, Vinoo 
Varghese, said in his open-
ing statement that Halloran 
was attempting to steer 
people he believed were as-
tute businessmen toward 
legitimately helping neigh-
borhood organizations and 
that Halloran never submit-
ted paperwork necessary to 

facilitate the $80,000 allo-
cation in Council funding 
earmarked for nonprofits.

The central thrust of 
prosecutors’ charges are 
that Halloran helped bro-
ker Smith’s deals to get on 
the Republican ballot while 
accepting kickbacks.

As a registered Demo-
crat, Smith needed three 
county GOP leaders to sign 
a certificate permitting 
him to run as a Republican 
for mayor.

Prosecutors allege 
that he funneled $500,000 in 
state transportation fund-
ing to a pseudo real estate 
project in exchange for re-
cipients financing suspect-
ed bribes for Republican 
leaders’ backing. 

Tabone was charged 

with pocketing $25,000 to 
help Smith secure the GOP 
line, prosecutors said.

Attorneys for Hal-
loran, Smith and Tabone 
have maintained their cli-
ents’ innocence.

Kim Cody, president 
of the Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Civic Associa-
tion, said he met with Hal-
loran in late 2012 or early 
2013 and was told that the 
civic group was not eligible 
for discretionary funding 
because it was only open to 
neighborhood residents.

Cody vaguely recalled 
Halloran floating the idea 
of transforming the Bay-
side Y into a nexus for sev-
eral community groups 
to mitigate rent costs at a 
meeting, but never heard 
discretionary funding 
brought up outside of that 
one meeting.

“We have nothing to 
do with it,” Cody said of the 
case, but noted that he may 
be subpoenaed to testify by 
Halloran’s attorney.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 
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here,” said Chun Hyukin, 
owner of Su Ra Chung Ko-
rean Restaurant, at 149-
09 41st Ave. “They turn 
around when they see the 
barriers.”

Dae Chong Chang, who 
owns a video store directly 
across from the bridge, said 
he has seen his profits fall 
by more than 30 percent 
since the bridge closed 
down.

“Our business has 
been badly impacted,” he 
said through a translator.

DOT officials gave 
updates on the bridge last 
week to Stavisky, state As-
semblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) and City Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
in a closed-door meeting, 
according to Stavisky.

The city is in the pro-
cess of redesigning the 
bridge and expects to put 
out a request for proposals 
in two months, she said.

City DOT will then 
start construction nine 
months after the RFP is is-

sued and expects the bridge 
will be completed by No-
vember 2015.

A DOT spokeswoman 
said the agency’s top prior-
ity is public safety and the 
bridge will remain closed 
until it is deemed safe for 
traffic.

“The agency continues 
to meet with local stake-
holders on this, including 
at last week’s event, and 
we will continue to provide 
updates to the community 
as we work to reopen this 
important connection,” she 
said in a statement.

Stavisky said she and 
her elected colleagues have 
requested future periodic 
status updates on the proj-
ect and have urged Queens 
DOT Commissioner Dalila 
Hall to meet with the neigh-
borhood’s business owners 
to talk about the plan.

“The inability to open 
the 149th Street Bridge for 
four years is a sign that our 
government bureaucracies 
have been failing our com-
munities in Flushing,” Kim 
said.

“The community has 
waited way too long,” he 
added.

Continued from Page 2 
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In an age when e-readers are 
becoming more common than 
physical books, independent 
bookstores need all the help they 
can get.

It therefore came as a pleas-
ant surprise for Astoria Book-
shop owner Lexi Beach when she 
won a grant from James Patter-
son, a best-selling author who has 
pledged to donate $1 million to 
bookstores across the country.

“I was really grateful to get 
this kind of vote of confidence 
that I’ve been doing things well,” 
said Beach, who opened the shop, 
at 31-29 31st St., last August. “It 
gives me room to make some im-
provements I had been thinking 
about and hadn’t quite justified 
the expense yet.”

The $3,500 grant will allow 
Beach to buy a new receipt print-
er and barcode scanner so that 
she can process transactions elec-
tronically at school book fairs. It 
will also allow her to purchase 
acoustic grade storm windows to 
lessen the noise from the N and Q 
trains, which run right on top of 
the store along 31st Street.

“I will be very happy if I can 
minimize the impact of the noise 
on my customers during events,” 
Beach said.

The store holds a busy sched-
ule of events including story times 
for children and author readings.

Beach heard about Patter-
son’s program when he gave out 
his first round of grants in Feb-

ruary. He has given out at least 
$500,000 in donations to indepen-
dent book sellers to date.

The bookstore owner said 

there was no obvious way to apply 
for the grant, but she entered her 
name, contact information and 
the address of the store on Patter-

son’s website. A few weeks later, 
she received an e-mail informing 
her she had been awarded one of 
the donations.

“I thought since there was 
no clear way to apply, it seemed 
unlikely I was going to get any-
thing, but Patterson has been a 
real advocate for independent 

book stores,” she said. “I think 
he wants to make sure we can 
all continue to be doing the good 
work we’re trying to do in provid-
ing a space for the community to 
come and browse for books.”

The shop is one of the two in-
dependent bookshops that opened 
in Astoria last year, along with 
Enigma Bookstore, a science-
fiction and fantasy book seller, 
which opened in July.

When Beach, who lives in 
the Upper West Side, was looking 
for a location for her new busi-
ness, she said Astoria was an ob-
vious choice as there was a high 
demand for a small bookstore in 
the neighborhood.

“There wasn’t anything else 
at the time and there are tons of 
people in the publishing indus-
try that live here,” she said. “The 
more research I did on what it 
takes to run a bookstore, the more 
I realized if I didn’t do this, some 
one else was going to.”

As the store approaches its 
first birthday, Beach said she is 
grateful for the warm reception 
she has gotten from the neighbor-
hood.

“I have people come in every 
day who say how happy they are 
there is a bookstore in the neigh-
borhood,” she said “I feel very 
luck to have the community that 
I do.”

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566. 

James Patterson donates $3,500 to Astoria Bookshop
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Henriquez for an inter-
view, a campaign volunteer 
named Meghan Tadio field-
ed inquiries on her behalf.

Tadio, who works as 
Moya’s chief of staff, said 
Henriquez was in the pro-
cess of registering a cam-
paign committee with the 
state. She said Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
were carrying petitions for 
Henriquez. Both are also 
district leaders in Moya’s 
territory.

The trio hail from the 
New Visions Democratic 
Club, which Ramos said 
was slated to take up the 
Sept. 9 district leader elec-
tion this week.

The Queens Demo-
cratic Party referred inqui-
ries to Executive Secretary 
Michael Reich, who did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

The party pick for a 
district leader vacancy in 
the 24th Assembly District, 

which stretches from Glen 
Oaks to Richmond Hill, has 
also raised eyebrows.

The party seeks to re-
place Rebecca Lynch, who 
left her post when joining 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s ad-
ministration, with Susan 
Seinfeld, district manager 
of Community Board 11 in 
northeast Queens.

Some have grumbled 
about the move, noting that 
county Democrats missed 
an opportunity to promote 
South Asian Democrats 
in a district where As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) nearly 
faced a primary challenge 
from Ali Najmi, an attorney 
who has been involved with 
the South Asian and West 
Indian advocacy group 
SEVA NY. 

“If there was a South 
Asian person that was re-
spected and was appointed, 
I think that would make 
waves,” Gurpal Singh, 
co-founder of SEVA NY, 
said while not speaking 
on behalf of the organiza-
tion. “It’s just business as 
usual.”

Weprin said he was 
confident Seinfeld would 

excel at representing Dem-
ocrats of all backgrounds.

And state Sen. James 
Sanders Jr.’s (D-South 
Ozone Park) relationship 
with the party has grown 
sour enough that he has 
been interviewing prospec-
tive candidates to run as 
district leaders in the 39th 
Assembly District, which 
includes South Ozone 
Park, Springfield Gardens, 
Rosedale, Far Rockaway 
and Laurelton.

Sanders said he was 
open to endorsing the par-
ty’s slate, which includes 
Assemblywoman Michele 
Titus (D-Far Rockaway), 
Valerie West, Robert Sim-
mons and Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica), but 
also considering newcom-
ers. The party petitions do 
not bear his name.

He characterized his 
impasse with the party as 
the result of his bucking 
its “top-down leadership 
style.”s

“We are all ears,” 
Sanders said. “We want to 
see change in southeast 
Queens and want to see 

Continued from Page 5 
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as a special needs child 
or an elderly person who 
might require specific in-
structions for being cared 
for in an emergency.

The cards are meant to 
help homeowners whom he 
said may panic during a fire 
or other emergency and not 
be able to clearly remember 
the necessary information 
to give to a 911 operator, but 
Vallone also said the cards 
would benefit baby-sitters 
or house-sitters who may 
need to make an emergency 
call while at a home they 
are not familiar with.

“If my mother is 
watching my kids or if I’m 

visiting a friend’s home, we 
might not know addresses 
or cross streets off hand,” 
he said. “This card would 
provide that information.”

He said the bill, which 
stemmed from a recent 
oversight hearing he at-
tended regarding delays 
in the city’s emergency re-
sponse system, has not yet 
seen any real opposition, 
and former FDNY commis-
sioner Salvatore Cassano 
also previously showed  
support for the bill.

The councilman said 
he also looks forward to 
meeting with newly ap-
pointed commissioner Dan-
iel Nigro and filling him in 
on the basis of the legisla-
tion and said he hopes the 
FDNY will be interested in 

helping to decide what in-
formation should be includ-
ed in order to maximize the 
help a caller can give a 911 
operator.

“We’ll start with the 
basic information and go 
from there,” Vallone said.

The councilman is 
also hoping to find a way 
to minimize costs for pro-
ducing the cards by having 
them available online for 
homeowners to download 
or print out.

Vallone said he is wait-
ing to find out when hear-
ings will be scheduled on 
the bill but hopes to push 
the legislation through 
quickly.

“It’s just one of those 
common sense scenarios to 
do this,” he said.

Continued from Page 5 
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Services have helped more 
than 17,000 small business-
es grow and created more 
than 8,000 jobs in little 
more than a decade.

• LaGuardia has gained 
support from such founda-
tions as Bill and Melinda 
Gates, Robin Hood and the 
Ford Foundation.

• Destinations of La-
Guardia graduates: Queens 
College 20 percent, Baruch 
17 percent, John Jay 11 per-
cent, Hunter 10 percent, 

City College 8 percent, 
private colleges 7 percent, 
SUNY 4 percent and other 
SUNY colleges 23 percent.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Continued from Page 6 
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Ruth Krach Chester, 
of Chatham, N.J., who was 
born and raised in Ridge-
wood, has died. She was 94.

She resigned from 
Time-Life Inc. to marry 
Frank Chester, who died in 
1997, in 1955.

A 36-year resident of 
Bayside, she raised her four 
children; served on the par-
ish council of Sacred Heart 
Church, where she helped 
write the parish history; 
and volunteered at Ozanam 
Hall nursing home while 
her husband headed the 
Bayside Historical Soci-
ety’s restoration of the Offi-
cers Club at Fort Totten.

The couple moved to 
Spring Lake, N.J., in 1993. 
She was a resident of the 
Essex & Sussex until 2012.

She is survived by her 
four children, son-in-law, 
two daughters-in-law and 
four grandchildren.

A memorial mass 
will be held at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
contribute to Franciscan 
Bread for the Poor Inc., at 
135 W. 31st St., New York, 
NY, 10001. Its website is 
stfrancisbreadline.org.

Arrangements were 
under the care of Bur-
roughs, Kohr & Dangler 
Funeral Home, of Madison, 
N.J.

Ruth Krach Chester was a parish-
ioner at Sacred Heart Church in 
Bayside, relatives say. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

China and 100 in the United 
States.

By 2020 Caffebene is 
expected to grow to 4,000 
franchises in the country 
and 10,000 globally.

Barry believes a sim-
plistic approach is work-
ing.

“It’s the whole cof-
fee experience with much 
more hospitality, where ev-
ery customer is treated like 
an honored guest,” Barry 
said.

Shana Choi, owner 
of the newly opened Sun-
nyside franchise, at 41-31 
Queens Blvd., knows the 
neighborhood well.

“When I first came to 
the United States 20 years 
ago, I lived right down the 
boulevard on 42nd Street,” 
she said. “I know these 
people really well, they’re 

always looking for a nice, 
clean place to spend their 
time and relax. Starbucks 
is always so crowded and 
not everyone likes to spend 
their time in bars.”

Barry said he bristles 
when he hears Caffebene 
called the “Korean Star-
bucks.”

“I respect their iden-
tity, but I think they made 
a mistake when they start-
ed serving alcohol — that 
changes the entire brand,” 
he said. “What we offer is 
an oasis where you can re-
lax and get out of the crazi-
ness. We took what works 
well in Korea and fine-
tuned it to the American 
culture just like we’ve done 
in Paris and Rome.”

In addition to Brazil-
ian coffee, Caffebene offers 
Belgian waffles, pastries 
and sandwiches.

“We even have gelatos 
and mojitos, we’re truly 
global,” Barry said.

Continued from Page 26 

Caffebene Longtime Bayside resident 
Krach died at the age of 94

al city agencies, including 
the city Buildings and Fire 
departments and city Ad-
ministration for Children’s 
Services, makes inspec-
tions in every school.

“No center will open 
on Sept. 4 if they don’t meet 
the safety criteria,” she 
said. “I don’t want to lose 
one child.”

Josh Wallack, chief 
DOE strategy officer, said 

that part of the focus for the 
pre-K policy will address 
the needs of English lan-
guage learners.

“We have put a huge 
focus on teaching teachers 
how to work with children 
that are English language 
learners,” he added. “A 
huge percentage of kids in 
pre-K are English language 
learners and we want to 
help them.”

According to the DOE, 
children who attend school 
in New York City speak 
over 160 languages.

Continued from Page 29 

DOE

bribery case.
Neighbors have com-

plained that maintenance 
has been neglected at Park-
way and it has attracted 
graffiti.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) would like to see se-
nior housing developed on 
the property, but her office 
had said she has not heard 
from either 70-35 113th St. 
LLC or Auberge Grand 
Central LLC about their 
plans.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Continued from Page 29 
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Scholars Academy 

never stopped believing 
the game was over, because 
it has given itself plenty of 
reasons to feel that way.

The Seawolves trailed 
Robert H. Goddard by five 
runs heading into their 
final trip to the plate but 
didn’t bat an eye at their 
predicament in the PSAL 
Class B softball champion-
ship.

Why would they after 
scoring nine times while 
down two runs in the top 
of the seventh to beat de-
fending champions Queens 
High School of Teaching in 
the semifinal? Scholars has 
beaten Goddard three times 
in the last four years when 
trailing and going into the 
final frame. Comebacks are 

kind of its thing.
“We’ve done it before,” 

Seawolves Coach Jessica 
Henck said.

And they did it again 
in dramatic fashion.

Scholars Academy was 
down to its final out for four 
batters and its final strike 
twice, but scored six times 
in the bottom of the seventh 
inning to rally past God-
dard 7-6 to win the school’s 
PSAL Class B title Sunday 
at St. John’s University.

The undefeated Sea-
wolves celebrated in front 
of their dugout as stunned 
Goddard players stood fro-
zen at their positions after 
a comeback that stunned 
everyone but Scholars.

“We never really lost 
our confidence in our-
selves,” said centerfielder 
Jessica Glaz, who had two 

hits and two RBIs.
Instead, it kept build-

ing as her team drew closer 
and closer. Hannah Molino 
scored on an error with one 
out and Kayla Nolan came 
home on a pass ball to make 
it 6-3 with two outs. The 
game appeared over when 
Luisa Belfiore lined the ball 
to left, but it was dropped to 
give Scholars another run 
and new life.

Lauren Hegel followed 
with an RBI-double to left 
with two strikes and Glaz 
tied the score at 6-6 with 
a double, again with two 
strikes. Saravo ended the 
game by lining the first 
pitch she saw from God-
dard ace Victoria Picarella 
to score Glaz as the win-
ning run.

“The pressure was on 
and I tried to dismiss it,” 

Saravo said. “I was scared, 
but I guess I have to hit it.”

Goddard, which lost 
to Scholars (18-0) twice in 
the regular season, was 
in complete control of the 
game until the final frame. 
It jumped all over its divi-
sion rival early with a five-
run first inning. Goddard’s 
Marissa Maisonet brought 
home Jayne Samoleski with 
a walk and Victoria Tibball 
and Danielle Caputo each 
delivered two-run singles 
to push the lead to 5-0. The 
Jaguars (16-4) made it 6-0 
when they added a run and 
sac fly by Maisonet.

Picarella was fantas-
tic again after being a hard 
luck loser in last year’s title 
game. The senior allowed 
five hits over the first six 
innings, none for extra bas-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The Red Hawks left 

more upset with how they 
lost than the fact that con-
secutive city titles eluded 
their grasp.

Top-seeded Construc-
tion turned in a less than 
stellar performance in a 
13-3 defeat at the hands 
of No. 3 Tottenville in the 
PSAL Class A softball fi-
nal Sunday at St. John’s 
University.

Construction made 
two of its six errors in 
the opening frame and 
watched the Pirates score 
five times on their way to 
avenging Tottenville’s title 
game loss last year.

“I know we are a bet-
ter team than that,” Red 
Hawks senior ace Britney 
Rodriguez said. “We just 
fell short. We didn’t come 
out the way we’re supposed 
to.”

It was her own wild 
throw to first from her 
knees that set a bad tone 
in the opening frame, 
but Construction Coach 
Marco Migliaccio said his 
squad should have picked 
its leader up.

Instead, Tottenville 
(19-1) scored five times on 
three hits in the first in-

ning. The Pirates added six 
more runs in the third to 
make it 11-0, while pound-
ing Rodriguez for five hits 
including a two-run homer 
by freshman catcher Ja-
mie Holmes.

Holmes and her Tot-
tenville teammate, senior 
shortstop Jillian Regan, 
combined to go 7-for-14 with 
six runs scored and five 
RBIs. Migliaccio recalled 
when his team turned in a 
similar performance in a 
13-1 loss to Bayside in late 
April.

“Horrible flashbacks,” 
the coach said. “Those two 
innings were just unbe-
lievable, totally unexpect-
ed. That first inning, it set 
the tone.”

His team did attempt 
to rally in the fourth when 
it loaded the bases with no 
outs. Construction’s Ni-
cole Ovelheira delivered 
a two-run single and Amy 
Pirozek later scored on an 
error to make it 11-3 with 
no outs.

A pop-out, ground-
out and Ovelheira being 
thrown out on a close play 
at home ended any hope of 
more runs. Construction 
(18-2) managed just four 
hits against Tottenville 

Sports

Continued on Page 53
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Construction pitcher Britney Rodriguez (l.) cries as she applauds 
after Construction lost to Tottenville in the CHSAA championship. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Scholars players celebrate their comeback from a five-run deficit in the last inning to win 7-6. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Scholars wins PSAL ‘B’ title
Dramatic comeback lifts Seawolves over Robert H. Goddard team

Construction beaten 
by Tottenville in fi nal

Continued on Page 53
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 Only California 
Chrome may have had a 
worse day than me at the 
Belmont Stakes.

While the California-
bred horse couldn’t end the 
36-year-old Triple Crown 
draught, finishing tied 
for fourth behind winner 
Tonalist, this reporter en-
dured struggles of his own 
among the crowd of 102,199 
people.

Nonexistent cellphone 
service on my work and 
personal phones made mak-
ing calls, texts and social 
media a near impossibility 
Saturday at Belmont Park. I 
would have had better luck 

reaching TimesLedger pho-
tographer Steven Schnibbe 
and fellow reporter Kelsey 
Durham with two tin cans 
attached with string.

The race itself was an-
ti-climatic. The last time I 
was at Belmont for a poten-
tial Triple Crown clincher 
was in 1998 when Real Qui-
et came down the stretch. 
Ironically, the building was 
the loudest I’ve ever heard 
any sports venue as Real 
Quiet lost by a nose.

With California 
Chrome never moving into 
a place higher than third, 
the nosiest the crowd got 
was with chants of “Let’s 
go Rangers” later in the 
evening on their way out 
the doors.

“I’m sure one of these 
days, he will,” said Califor-
nia Chrome jockey Victor 
Espinosa, when asked if a 
horse will eventually win 
the Triple Crown. “Sooner 

or later, we need to break 
this, this bad, you know, 
karma.”

My bad luck contin-
ued as well. In order to get 
home I sat in exiting traffic 
with Schnibbe. I did so in 
an attempt to avoid walk-
ing more than the 2 miles I 
had already trekked while 
using Google maps with 3 
percent battery to find my 
ride along a jam-packed 

Hempstead Turnpike. Oh, 
and I lost my notebook.

So why would anyone 
want to go to the Belmont 
Stakes?

The day is unlike any 
other sporting event in 
New York City.

It is more than just 
bets being placed and hors-
es running. It is a celebra-
tion of summer in a way. 
Consider it a rather large 

barbecue or tailgate party 
filled with good food, mu-
sic, some adult beverages 
and plenty of eclectic fash-
ion.

People are camped out 
in the park area with beach 
chairs and blankets, watch-
ing the races on TV screens 
in a setting reminiscent 
of street fairs or neighbor-
hood feasts.

“We haven’t missed 
a Belmont Stakes in the 
last 10 years because of the 
music and the food and the 
hanging out,” said former 
Kew Gardens resident Indy 
Sankaran, who came with 
his cousin.

Your eyes are continu-
ally drawn to each outfit 
that tries to outdo the next 
as you make your way 
through vast Grand Stand 
and park areas. There were 
large straw hats, bright red 
jackets and loud shorts — 
one pair was emblazoned 

with an American flag de-
sign. One gentleman was in 
a suit full of rainbow swirls 
that would have given Jo-
seph’s multicolored dream 
coat a run for its money.

“It’s so cool,” Bayside 
native Sara McGuinness 
said. “There are so many 
guys here in full suits, like, 
that’s nice.”

Added Astoria native 
Nicol Martin: “It’s fun to 
dress up and bet some hors-
es.”

But be prepared that 
sometimes hassles are part 
of the festivities when you 
are dealing with crowds a 
little less than double the 
size of a sell-out for a World 
Series game at Yankee Sta-
dium.

If you want a unique 
experience, then just $10 
will get you through the 
turnstiles. After my day, 
watching at home next year 
sounds just fine.

Beach Channel aims for baseball crown
Pitcher Kely Aponte leads Dolphins  after team rebuilds in wake of Hurricane Sandy on Rockaway Peninsula
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Day at the races proves to be afternoon of disappointment

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Hurricane Sandy de-

livered the worst to the 
Rockaways but brought out 
the best in Kely Aponte and 
his Beach Channel baseball 
teammates.

More than a year after 
the superstorm slammed 
the peninsula, leaving 
many of the players with-
out homes and displaced 
from their school, the No. 
10-seeded Dolphins reached 
their first baseball champi-
onship game since 2004 and 
will take on No. 5 Bronx 
Science at Yankee Stadium 
June 12.

The events leading 
up to this run brought the 
team’s 12 players closer to-
gether.

“This is a very tight-
knit group,” fourth-year 
Beach Channel Coach John 
Mangieri said. “All of the 
families know each other. 
This year they are more 

settled in. They are back in 
their homes so it’s just been 
a great time for all these 

boys.”
But it wasn’t always 

that way. Aponte, a team 

captain and ace on the 
mound, saw both his par-
ents out of work at the Mad-

elaine Chocolate Factory 
for a month and a half after 
Sandy and dealt with the 
electricity and water outag-
es for weeks in the family’s 
Far Rockaway apartment 
complex.

On top of that, Aponte’s 
school inside Beach Chan-
nel/Channel View was tem-
porarily placed in Maspeth 
High School and not Frank-
lin K. Lane, where most of 
his other teammates were 
sent. They kept in touch 
and scheduled hitting ses-
sions at batting cages to 
help take their minds off 
what was going on.

“We were trying to 
stay as close as possible 
and forget about what hap-
pened,” Aponte said.

Since then, he has 
emerged as one of the 
team’s biggest leaders. He 
returned more confident 
in himself and his skills, 
after being on Mangieri’s 
Storm Baseball Academy 

travel team with Long Is-
land kids from the likes of 
Chaminade and Holy Trin-
ity, among others. Aponte 
wanted to impart what he 
learned to his teammates 
at Beach Channel (16-2).

“This year he has tak-
en the team on his back and 
really been a true leader,” 
said Mangieri, who played 
minor league baseball and 
was on Archbishop Molloy’s 
team. “He’s everything any 
coach could ask for and a 
very, very modest kid.”

Aponte is a humble kid 
sporting impressive num-
bers. A pitcher and short-
stop, he batted .465 during 
the regular season. This 
year on the mound his re-
cord is 9-0 with a 0.88 ERA 
and 82 strikeouts.

And he now has three 
playoff wins under his belt 
— Beach Channel had none 
in his first three seasons, 
with Aponte taking the loss 

Beach Channel’s Kely Aponte (r.) cheers with his teammates after the Dolphins won their quarterfinal 
game against Banneker. Photo courtesy Michael McLaughlin

California Chrome (r.) races to the finish line during the Belmont 
Stakes. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Continued on Page 53
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Denise Branch re-

ceived a culture shock 
when she arrived at Ben-
jamin Cardozo, but it may 
have been the best thing to 
happen to her track career.

She transferred there 
from Midwood during her 
sophomore year and im-
mediately she was training 
and competing with a dif-
ferent class of athletes, who 
have more natural ability. 
Branch joined a team that 
included Sabrina South-
erland (Georgetown) and 
Alexis Panisse (Tennes-
see).

It was intimidating at 
first, but motivational in 
the end.

“It was definitely a big 
change coming from one 
program to the next,” said 
Branch, who is headed to 
Illinois in the fall. “Some 
of the athletes, they were 
practicing at my race pace 
when I got there. It was a 
challenge to match their 
pace.”

That’s why it meant so 
much to earn All-American 
honors in the 2-mile race 
indoors and be named the 
PSAL Wingate Award win-
ner in the girls’ cross-coun-
try and indoor track and 
field category Monday at a 
ceremony at the Brooklyn 
Marriott. The honor is giv-
en to the top senior student-
athlete in each respective 
sport.

Throughout her high 
school career, Branch has 
put her name among the 
Cardozo’s top runners.

“She was following be-
hind Sabrina and Alexis,” 
Judges head Coach Gail 
Emmanuel said of being 
named an All-American. 
“They all had different 
events, but similar type of 
events. She wanted to claim 
something to say, ‘I did 
this.’ [I] think she wanted 
that same type of accom-
plishment.”

Branch, with the help 
of Emmanuel and assistant 
Coach Ray James, was a 
three-time PSAL cross-
country city champion. 
This year she won and set 
PSAL records in the 3,000 
meters (9:47.25) and also 
took home gold in the 1,500 
meters at the indoor cham-
pionships.

Her 2-mile time of 
10:27.48 at the New Balance 
Nationals was the best in 

the state this season and 
earned her All-American 
honors. Outdoors she took 
home the city championship 
in the 1,500 meters with a 
mark of 4:43.73. Branch was 
proudest of being an All-
American like some of her 
former teammates.

“It was very far-fetched 
in the beginning of the in-
door season,” she said. “I 
didn’t think I had a chance. 
Once I started training, I 
knew it was something to 
shoot for.”

With graduation on 
the horizon, it brings the 
realization that her high 
school career has come to 
an end. But Branch is ex-
cited to move on to the next 
level at Illinois.

“I’m looking forward 
to being in a new environ-
ment and running in the 
Big 10, just starting a new 
chapter in my career,” she 
said.

each time. Aponte said he 
promised Mangieri when 
the year started that he’d 
get the Dolphins to the title 
game.

“Here we are in the 
championship,” Aponte 
said.

He’s had plenty of help 

from a roster that has nine 
freshmen and sophomores. 
Catcher Joe Calandra and 
third baseman Ryan Suglia 
were key cogs in the Beach 
Channel offense. Marvin 
Hernandez was a steady 
force on the mound. Short-
stop Sergio Galdamez and 
centerfielder Antonio Moc-
cia also contributed.

“These kids are just 
fearless,” Mangieri said. 
“They have a lot of heart.”

He and his players 
have produced one of the 
best seasons in program 
history a year and a half 
after their community was 
ravaged by flood waters. 
That in itself is worth as 
much as a title.

“These kids are go-
ing to have lifelong memo-
ries whether we win or we 
lose,” Mangieri said. “They 
are going to remember this 
forever.”

es, walked just three and 
struck out seven. But the 
Jaguars just couldn’t com-
plete the win.

“We kept them [down] 
the whole game, but for 
some reason [the Sea-
wolves] always have a big 
seventh inning, which we 
knew, but we still couldn’t 
stop them,” Goddard Coach 
Jessica Vogt said.

Scholars’ victory is the 
completion of a three-year 
quest for the team’s four se-
niors, who helped start the 
school’s softball program 

in 2012. Hurricane Sandy 
complicated the beginning 
of last season, but brought 
the team closer together 
and even more focused on 
bringing home the crown.

“We all just came back 
stronger than we were be-
fore,” Saravo said. “It just 
all really worked out.”

Just like they believed 
it would.

starter Gilizia Mendoza.
“I had the feeling that, 

if we would have gotten a 
couple more hits, it would 
have brought everybody’s 
spirit up and would have 
helped us,” Pirozek said. “It 
didn’t work out.”

While the end wasn’t 
the storybook conclusion 

they had envisioned, se-
niors Rodriguez, Pirozek, 
Daniela Isabella and Kar-
ina Aquino leave behind 
careers that will never be 
forgotten at the Ozone Park 
school.

They helped propel the 
Red Hawks from a Class 
B team to one of the city’s 
best softball squads. Con-
struction reached at least 
the semifinals each sea-
son and won the Class A 
title last year. By doing so, 

they became one of just two 
teams to beat Tottenville in 
the final during the last 11 
years and own a 3-2 record 
against the Pirates in the 
last three years.

“This is not how I 
wanted it to end,” Rodri-
guez said. “I wanted to end 
with another champion-
ship, but I have a strong 
team behind me. They all 
pick each other up and we 
tried out best.”

Red Hawks
Continued from Page 51 
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Cardozo’s Denise Branch is joined by head Coach Gail Emmanuel 
after receiving her Wingate Award. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Pitcher Kayla Nolan leaps into the arms of Emma Michaels. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Judges track star Branch 
given Wingate awards
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DOT officials said will not 
disrupt No. 7 train service.

The rehab will recon-
struct the deteriorated 
roadway and replace some 
of the bridge’s overstressed 
steel beams. New lighting 
will be installed on the 
bridge and sidewalks will 
be widened, DOT officials 
said.

The bridge will be 
rehabbed in three stages. 
The first and third stages 

will have two lanes and one 
sidewalk closed down while 
both sidewalks will be open 
during the second phase.

CB 7 also voted to pass 
a resolution that would en-
courage developers to have 
units in their buildings 
where smoking was not 
permitted.

The board passed the 
resolution 18-17 after a 
lengthy discussion.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Klinsmann, is the coach 
of the U.S. national team. 
Both squads are in the 
same group and will face 
off June 26.

On Steinway Street, 
there is a place with a trick. 
At Caffe Borbone, at 25-07 
Steinway St., fans will be 
waving different flags de-
pending on who is kicking 
the ball.

Algerians will pack 
the house.

“This place will be full 
when Algeria plays”, said 
Rosina Vasquez, a worker 
at the restaurant.

But Caffe Borbone is 
an Italian place, and Italy, 
which has won the title on 
four occasions, is another 
soccer-mad nation.

“We are also very busy 
when Italy plays,” said 
Vasquez.

Another Italian restau-
rant, Cucino a Modo Mio in 
Corona, at 51-01 108th St., 
will jump with every goal. 
The place is already booked 
for the Saturday game be-
tween Italy and England, 
but the establishment also 
becomes the headquarters 
for Latin American fans.

“They come from all 
over to watch their teams,” 
said Gregory Gigliotti, 
owner of the restaurant.

He expects fanatics 
from Argentina, Chile, Cos-
ta Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Honduras, Uruguay, Co-
lombia and Brazil.

The spot’s outdoor 
beer garden is ideal to 
have a drink, cheer and let 
your passion flow. It has a 

70-inch-screen TV, but if 
one prefers indoors, there 
are four more TVs in the 
dining area and the pizza 
parlor.

At La Gran Uruguaya 
in Jackson Heights, at 85-
06 37th Ave., Central and 
South America fans also 
merged.

“This is the house of 
soccer,” said Clever, man-
ager at the place. “I am 
Ecuadorian, so first it’s Ec-
uador, but then I like Uru-
guay, USA, Spain.”

Brazil 2014 will be 
special for Bosnians. This 
is the first World Cup ap-
pearance for the Balkan 
country.

“We are a small coun-
try, but we have big hearts,” 
said Ifeta Huskovic, owner 
of Cevabdzinica Sarajevo, a 
Bosnian restaurant in As-
toria, at 37-18 34th St.

Come the first game 
Sunday, Cevabdzinica Sa-
rajevo will be jamming. It 
will not be an easy game. 
Bosnia faces Argentina, 
another top favorite to win 
the title.

“It’s going to be tough, 
but we love soccer, and 
we are going to enjoy this 
World Cup a lot,” added 
Huskovic.

Spain, Greece, Mexico, 
Portugal, Slovakia, Ivory 
Coast, Cameroon — all fans 
from the 32 countries have 
a place to call home. After 
all, this is Queens.

“For Greeks, this is a 
good place to be,” said Em-
manuel Mantalis, waiter 
at the Athens Cafe, at 32-07 
30th Ave. “For Greeks, for 
Americans and for every-
one else.”

ROP

rainfall because the city’s 
sewer system cannot han-
dle the extra water.

“Our whole mission 
is to promote projects that 
clean up the creek and we 
want to return it to commu-
nity use,” said Alexandra 
Rosa, a consultant who pre-
sented the group’s plan to 
Community Board 7 Mon-
day night.

The group, Friends 
of Flushing Creek, is com-
posed of a number of devel-
opers and businesses, some 
of which own land adjacent 
to the creek.

Representatives from 
Skyview Park and Crystal 
Window and Door Systems 
and developers F&T Group 
are stakeholders in the 
group and sit on the organi-
zation’s board of directors.

“We need a creek 
people will want to come 
to that meets water stan-
dards,” Rosa said. “We 
are all about restoring the 
creek so it can be used by 
the community.”

Rosa said the group’s 
initiative complements an 
effort by Claire Shulman’s 
Flushing Willets Point Co-
rona Local Development 
Corp. to redevelop a 60-acre 
waterfront property bor-
dered by Flushing Creek, 
Prince Street, Roosevelt 
Avenue and Northern Bou-
levard.

Shulman’s LDC was 
awarded a $1.5 million 
Brownfield grant by the 
state in 2011 to explore the 
possible development.

Rosa, Shulman’s for-

mer chief of staff, stressed 
in an interview that Friends 
of Flushing Creek is operat-
ing separately from the for-
mer borough president’s ef-
fort, but added some of the 
same stakeholders in the 
LDC are also involved with 
the group.

F&T Group, also be-
longs to Shulman’s LDC, 
has developed at least sev-
en buildings in downtown 
Flushing and is on the cusp 
of breaking ground on the 
first phase of its $850 mil-
lion Flushing Commons 
development.

Other members of 
the group include develop-
ers Briarwood Organiza-
tion, Asian Americans for 
Equality, Assi Plaza and 
the Richmond Hill Busi-
ness Persons Corp. The 
most recent addition to the 
group’s advisory board is 
James Cervino, the chair-
man of CB 7’s environmen-
tal committee, a professor 
in marine pollution at the 
Woods Hole Oceanography 

Institute in Massachusetts, 
and president of the Coast-
al Preservation Network, 
a nonprofit that advocates 
for the restoration of the 
waterfront.

Former wetlands 
around the creek, which 
once absorbed a signifi-
cant amount of rainwater, 
have been developed over 
the years into neighbor-
hoods, parks and stadiums. 
The water that normally 
would have been absorbed 
by these lands streams into 
the city’s combined sewer 
system instead of being dis-
charged into waterways.

Nearly 72 percent of 
the city’s ground does not 
absorb water, according to 
city Department of Envior-
nmental Protection.

The city built a com-
bined sewer overflow tank, 
which can hold 43 million 
gallons of sewage, in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
in 2007 to try to alleviate 
the problem, but this does 
not tackle the root of the 

overflows, said environ-
mental planner Eymund 
Diegel who conducts re-
search on the area’s over-
flow dilemma.

“Solutions will have to 
focus on targeting the cause 
of the sewer overflows,” he 
said in an e-mail.

More needs to be done 
to divert natural streams of 
water that flow from paved 
over lands into the sewer 
system, Diegel said.

DEP has said it will 
start working on what it 
called a Long-Term Control 
Plan to study the impacts of 
combined sewer overflows 
on the creek’s water qual-
ity.

The agency was set to 
discuss the plan Wednes-
day night at a meeting at 
John Bowne High School. 
Friends of Flushing Creek 
invited board members to 
attend the discussion.

Rosa said Friends of 
Flushing Creek is going to 
push the city to dredge the 
creek and build infrastruc-
ture to stop the overflow of 
sewage into the water.

DEP has plans to 
dredge 16.8 acres of the 
larger Flushing Bay, but 
has yet to commit to do-
ing the same for the creek, 
Rosa said.

The group also hopes 
to push DEP to build more 
green infrastructure, such 
as curbside bioswales, to 
absorb more water.

“We’ve got to get New 
York City to up its ante,” 
Rosa said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.
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Friends of Flushing Creek plan to pressure the city Department of 
Environmental Protection to clean up the body of water. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

by federal leaders.
Mark-Viverito said in 

comments last week that 
she would be more com-
fortable with a rate in the 
range of $13 to $15 an hour 
and said she was ready to 
begin hearings on the idea, 
though they have not yet 
been scheduled.

Weprin said that while 
he supports a minimum 
wage increase, he thinks 
a statewide raise would 

have fewer consequences 
on the border neighbor-
hoods in Queens, which he 
said would level the playing 
field between businesses in 
Queens and those they com-
pete with on Long Island.

He said he worries that 
a New York City minimum 
wage that is nearly twice 
the rate of the rest of the 
state would be “extremely 
detrimental” to business 
owners in Queens and will 
deter future entrepreneurs 
from wanting to start a 
business in the borough 
rather than traveling the 
short distance across the 

border into Nassau.
“Why open an ice 

cream shop in Queens 
when you could go 1,000 
feet and open one in Long 
Island and pay a lower sal-
ary?” he asked. “Most of 
the businesses on our bor-
der operate on a very small 
profit margin, and if they’re 
making money, they’re just 
barely doing it. The money 
for a pay increase has to 
come from somewhere and 
most businesses can’t af-
ford that.”

Weprin added that he 
would like to see the state 
as a whole raise its mini-

mum wage and hopefully 
others will follow suit. He 
said he has spoken with 
some business owners and 
community members in his 
district who share his con-
cerns and said he hopes the 
Council will be cautious in 
deciding how to approach a 
minimum wage increase in 
order to avoid hurting busi-
nesses in the process.

“I represent Queens 
County, so my concern is 
Queens,” he said. “We can’t 
do this haphazardly be-
cause it will end up costing 
people jobs.”

Continued from Page 4 

Weprin
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For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Mon.-Sat. 12:30PM-5:30PM

SATURDAY AUGUST 16SUNDAY AUGUST 10

SATURDAY JUNE 21

FRIDAY AUGUST 29

SUNDAY AUGUST 17

SATURDAY AUGUST 23 WEDNESDAY AUGUST 27 SUNDAY SEPT. 7 • 7PM

SUNDAY JULY 13 • 7PM

SATURDAY SEPT. 13 SAT. SEPT. 20 • 7PM SATURDAY OCTOBER 18SATURDAY OCTOBER 11

SATURDAY JULY 19 SUNDAY AUGUST 3

THURS. AUG. 14 • 8PM
FRI. AUG. 15 • 7PM & 10PM

WANDA
SYKES
THIS SATURDAY!

NOW SERVING FULL MENU IN


